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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK
=

AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
STATE OF VIRGINIA

Hesestth ] respectfully sudmit & report of my services as Cloth-~
ing Specialist doing part time Home Dmprovemsnt work ia the State of
Fizgisia for the time, Jumary 1, 1927 e Decesber 1, 1987.

h— - L = S

‘There is ome Clothing Spocialist whose time {s devoted altogwther
$0 Bxtension Berk, Part of the specialist’s time is spent en Clothing
work with giHe® dube, with womm's clube and vith venmss wnite. in-
other part of my time is devoted to Home Dmprovement work vith wemen and
to Boem Improvemsnt weak with girls, 4t least thirty days sach year are
Gevoted to shewt oourse wozk, with amother thirty dave to ezhidit amd
Fair wark, The lstter phase ‘the and » of e
hibits ant the Jufging of exhibits st cammmity, coumty and State Fairs.

Shere has been 2o change in the persemmel of the Clothing De-
pertment Guring the past six years, but each year there have besn chamges
1n the plans st for e vk s
now and ani sudjest mtter. These changes
are cosasioned by the growth of the Clething Verk.




s fall 1a aceerdence vith the develommt of \m Clothing
wosk with gixls, FOUR UNITS of wark are offared to taks the plese of Whe
FOUR TRAES of werk which for five years had besm our proctice. The Units
of Clothing vork aze an improvems=t over the FUUR YRARS progvem, in that
20w euly ene wilt my be wlsrtaken Wy my group of girls while heveto
fore oms grow might b he same time take all four years. Tis mecessi-
tated 50 meh move of the agemt®s or leader's sttemtion. VIth the Uaits,
s - e 1s suffictens, wiile with the formsr
msthod four or more demonstretions were neeled, There is now mere amd
keemer ocspetition smeng the girls which st imlstes them ® grester ef-
-,

More of the Home Isprovement work for this year has beem assign-
ol %o e e and twventy-ene days of my
4ime in the field have been devoted to lectures and demmstrst ions in

Gom and in Tis time was spent fin
Juiging end scoring roems in five counties; in four county campaigns; -7
giving illus . in five during
Better Hemes Wesk and st six cously Mallies. This woark wmae dome im twemty-
-ﬂm

he Clothing Specialist has done 20 resident teaching in the cel~
lege this year, but through cbservation and conferemces is in Souch with
this vk, I have Joaned o the
departaent.




B0 research work i Clothimg has eem dams, bt I hopo thed
‘esrtain Clothing problmme may be undertsisn by eur Purmell worer another
yosr and I sheuld be glad to lemt her amy asuistanse jossible if she
s2locto a8 ene Of her ,robleme same phase of Clothing or Heme Improve-
el

L e ESESESES.
made with the view to some of ne
which exist with the rural vomsn and girls. The first year, five years

ags, 1 earried s questiomaire sad filled it in af all grouwp meetings of
women o7 girls. Frem about two thousamd of these I made compilstioms.

For each growp visited simce, I hawe drisfly listed the obeervatioms I

mnds . Following is ome of these Mrief lists of cboervatioms made at the
Sootch Broom Clud im Norge Commmity, James City County, Virginiss
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These brief reports or "observations” are censulted before mak-
ing mev plans of werk., Bach fall I list now Gemnstretions end nov wmits
of Clothing work whieh [ think weuld meet the masds ae I have soem them
n my flold trips over the Stete and from discussions and cesferemces.
1 euggestions are to the Home Agente ot the an-
mmal meeting in Jammary each your. e Homs Demnstration Agmmts are pre-
pared to Qiscuss and reject or t0 acospt Shat part of my mew saggestiens
Which more nearly seems to meet the meeds in the counties. Them I write
the subjoct matter for the new demomstrations or walts.

There are & fow jhases of Clothing in which I have besn most an~
xious to have the rural vomen amf girls attain efficieney. IS is of de-
slded econcmical value o de able to quality In

ot cmly the length of 1ife but the best appearance of clothing
Gepends en 1%e oare, IS is Lmpertant thet the club gisds end vomsn ep~
preciste the galus of and the ease in dry cleaming hats, gloves amd silx
and wool garments snd that they use "short cuts” in the daily eare of all
articles of clething. Since mere and more ready made garmsnts are used in
the homes, girls end vomen must know good oomstrustion and be able to re-
cognise good and deceming oolor and designs in materials sad im garmemts.

The sbove is a very brief cutline of some of the camsiderstions
made each year before my plan of work is Sermed.

he Chief predlems or prejects for which the Clothing Specialist
is vespensidle or partly se, ares The Girls* Clething Cluid Prejectss
Clothing Units for growps of womsm and for Wemen's Clubs; Moem Dmprovemest




work with gi1ie and Nems Inprovemsst eni Duterisr Decersbies with wemm.
1 an sespensible for the sidjest mtter amd methols, for sscuring il
Iustrative meberiale and %0 fran the ageste in beth shjest mbter and
msthods in thess projects, Oirls’ Clsthing Clud wosk wes ot stressed
his yeaz, In fact the State Agent, Before the smmal mesting of Heme

Agubs, a1 god 80 largs and urged thst lees
t1m bo given 8o Clothing work ue 10 the fact ihat the girls Clething
Glub envollment is nearly as great as for all the other clubs combined,
hat 15, three thousand ene hunired and ninetesn against thres houssmd
six hunred and Swenty-five, The lstter figure is the mmber eurelled in
the Bresd, Gamning, Cooking, Garden, Peultzy, Moom Dprovemsst, ste., clsbe
for this year,

Szl Slething C3b Yok

‘he erganisation of the 0irls® Clothing Clud work this year has
Desn materially changed. Instead of the four years and three definite ar—
ticles or garments o0 be made in esch, we have Four Units now. Under our
former plan, take the First Year Bsquirements for example, & towel, sewing
bag and night dress were the o a: Under our mew
eorganisation any ene of the four wnits may be taken in sny order chosem and
irrespective of any other wnit. The club member makes amy three garmemts
or articles chosen from & long list, The guments made by the clud mesber
may be for her owm use or for scmsene else. The poligy is for the club mem-
ber to cousider the needs for garments for ench menber of the family, them

make the three garments or articles for which there is the grestest need.

Attashed 19 & copy of the new Iequirements showiig the extomsive list of ar-
ticles and geamests, culy three of which ave to be made by each clid member

in each wait. n-l.m-._u—u.-——n-u—-
w4 e losal leadars.
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Octoder 1327
CLOTSING CLUB EECUTXEYINTS

MIBERSFI® ~ A1l girls are eligitle who are detweon the
nud who agree o follow ‘irgtraciions furnigned by the Home Deam. Agun!
TERT 27l most exhibit Bor work st e m:. commnity, county o:
Ty erlldt shail conelst of } ticles or garments made by
hor project r

"

tho 1st, Zod, 3
.\Larrmu'cmz—v-k.'

CCED - Fill in re d and sexd to Zhome

lst.

onstration agent by May

1ist:
Step-ins and vest

sr»r- s "Orese-up" ¢
3 dress sm]1 tog's eult Slouse ard
» @l care of 2 a, 8,

ties, etc. in eddition ring three of ebove erticl
e i

for_exswple, princes




J7F EXLEISION SK 1% AGRICTLTURE AKD EOLE Pooio 108
State of 11 anI.. Va. A. & K. College & Poly.Inst & U.S.D.A.Cooperating
musxu SIRVICE
October 1927

SUGGESTIONS POR CLOTEING CLUB LNITS

Four units of clothing clud wark "Under Garment Unit"; "Outer Garment
Talt®; "Remcdeled Carmemt Unit¥; “Hjusehold Purniehing Ucit®: will take the
siace of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th years of clothing club work. Those units
=ay bo takon in any order which the agent thinks most practical. Each growp
ahould take only one unit at a time.

Bocanuse. these units of work permit a wide range in the cholce of garments
ond articles on the pert of clud mombers the sgent Or leader should constartly

mosbor to chooec those srticles and garments which moet her nced:

trerion on the solection and
alteration of nould be shown how to select good and
appropriate design r1s el how b 2 % cormercisl patterr
; soversl
. Tl pogo 46-49

r which pattern is to
impression of lergth
hould be used on
sjpression of breadth ard may
T .h—..r-:. Bumeve the more slonder figure is
o most "stylisa".
have csreful considerstion l_! should be chosen
sanpe of face whother
A neck um in contrast to tha shape cf !.“’u racs in ©enerally
more pleasing.
pattorn should be suited to the material to de used in the
=t. The design of the pattern for a wesh school-dress should be
differest from that of a party frock.
4. A plair, eimple pattern of few pleces is of more service than ome
thich is ccaplicated. The simple pattern in few pieces can do us
for more than one garment and ewca for ma: types of garments.
care of patterns and in using them follow directions exactly as £

MATERIALS

mbcrs neod advice in choosing materials best sv
slso for quality type of matorial s
Thcse units allow s very wide range of

Under Gnrmert Unit, if cotton matorials ar.
to use tho softer weaves such as: crepe, crepo
muslin or dimity for aig 1
bloomers use cambric, satce
Silks which are suited ’.4 &irls underw
than cottons are crcpe de ciine
care in laundering.
s, somctimes tormed "Rayon-Silks® and "Irmitaticn S11k",
are 1oss expcnaive and some stand hard wear.
the same carc must be usod as for silks. Usc whito

0, Ta and glovo eilk.

the same
In launderize reyu
soap or powder; warm, not




hot, wate™; squeese but do nrt rub or wring the fatric. Usc a warm iron and
prens vhilc damp. See Clvr:.:n; lonual no. 11, pagss 7-22 and uimeographs zo.
5943, no. 5042 and mo. ¥

terigls for use ia ‘-w ®outer Garment Unit" should be selected to meet
the individual's need in cosi, cilor, use, (type grraout) and occasion. Grows
taking this unit should hove help in choosing Loccring and pleasing colors and
dusigne, as woll ss good matorinle. TYor subjoct nsmtter ip connection with this
demonstration see mimeographe no. 23 axd mo. 0539,  TFor seam stitchos and
finishes see poses 26-43 in B ce Mamual no.J7 ard pattern quarterlics.

If youngor €lud memdors tgio the “Housohold Livsm Unit® thoy should make
the simplest srticles such gs tea towels, shoe or lauxdry bags snd plain pillo~
cases.

It i very important that good quality metorinls, good decigns and pler

; colors, (if a to used for *he articlse in the “Household Fwrnishing
"

Due to the great veriety of articlcs ard their uscs in
iuls from which to
¢ matcrinls gultablc for the diy articles are listed belcw.
Yater rl
g Theatricel gause

Glnghrm
Popi i
Baye Volveteon
Sido draperics 2 1. Medium weight unblenchod
muslin may be used.
Scarfs ) Wuslin Poreale voil Diaity
) Por bded room
Runners) Chintz Sui ting Linca Indian head
Scarfs_ ) « Tapestry Veloux Chints Crash
) Yor living room Suiting Cretorne Velvets Linen
Runnera) Monks Cioth
Bedspreads - Ustlenched muslin, Crinkle cloth, chintz, rayom, erepe, veil,
percalc.

Comforts - Sateoem, cottom cloth, challis, rayon
Lunchoon scts and buffot scts - Linom, Indien hoad, switing.

P1113' »O'C!‘l 'sr bodroom (utility) semc ns sheots
(F ‘._cur) 1inen, voil
living room - Derdm, crnsh,
our, suiting,
EMEROIDERY DESIGES

Conventio:
s of fruits, flowers and oblects.
ed to the space and materials on
€n ma7 bo had the Stote Clo
is




of Clothing wesk dane this year 1s better them amy year bafére. It is
Ertitying o know that each yosr has shems Shis imrovenmt in the
guality of the work,

e emsollmmt for 1927 is smller by six huntred end fourteen
han for last yesr. I expected o mch smaller snrollmant for mweh strese
for maller Glething eurollmect has been mde by the State Agemt. She
has sald thet the Home Demonstsation Progrem was “tep heavy” with Clothing.

il
i

demonetraticns siven by sirls

Bow
5o, 1
S0, Garmemts
Tio. Garments
Fo. Gaments
Bo.

i

|
o

l
fheabtsnte

Unier “Special Festures of Olothing Club Vork® I heve made re-
Ports of ihe types of olothing work wndertaken st the comsty, distrist and
State Moyt Couress, but "for the sske of deevity,” I am emitting these
Seperte this year, since they may be had from she repors of the State
@irls® Clud Agemt, the Distfict Agente and from the County Home Demrwtra~
tion Agests, in Evencks, Dedferd, Cempbell, Prince Biward, Dimwiddis,
Henries, Jumes City, loudom,
Puirfax, Stafferd snd several other oountiss.

I e guoting from my ammal report of 1526 for the roasen that &




2nscell

Seams S0 ot the State
Short Course in July, all of which made excellent showing. BSoth Amelis

-m-—wam—-n—-—u——u-tnu
at

trip to attemd the Enstern Ststes

M -
Norfolk County
= Mllisn Headricks

Stafferd County - Prise $3.00.
“Color sad Ryeing in Cermeste™ < luls Devenpert

= Derothy Vaiden - Virginia Salthrop

Jumes City Coumty — prise $5.00

- Pemline Voodward - Belle McGregwr

Hii

m ]
i i

+ 2. .

"Solving The G4ft Prodlem”
“igpregriste Coler in Dress” -~

"Vindow Curtaining”

|
|
g
:
“
|

“goal” which was them enly s grest desire, is deing drought
~ or yealisation and may 1% be histery a year hemess.




e Stafford team gave the Bread work at Springfield snd them wom om
-~
taeir Clothing Desumstration sgain et the State Palr.

Alleghany County Clothing Club Girls cost
Bach girl wears a dress which she made.

I

nn-“. secretary

o The bers are Buelsh
Lynch, Marian Bdwards, givevM thy and
Annie Whithy




Bxtrasts of Clothing Club Bork Fras
m-_»

“Goalss~13 Clothing Clubs, with envollment of 150 and 100f complet ing.
Besultss-14 Clothing Clubs, emrollmest of 210 with 905 eapleting wosk.
BAIIte vere nade st State Pair end County Fairs. Rscords show 200
Gemonstretions giwn by club girls in Clothing. 758 articles smd gar-
mouts mede and mended. Total valuo of garments made $086,00, and valne
of prises won §70.50 en Glothing eshidite.
Some sesults of work in the eounty are showm in a
check~up this fall of wark deme during the summer womths. This survey
hows 35 clud members making all wnder garments, 22 girls helping with s
all of their sewing, 12 doing all of the plain sewing in the heme, 60
Qoing all mending of oun clothes Guring vacation @mmths and & muwsber
have clesned, dyed and remedeled clothes and hats.

There are six Clothing olube doing work with am emrollment of 50 members.

46 completed the work. These girls gave 44 ot clud
made 266 articles and garments; mended 257 and clesned 30. 98£ of them
- articles ant ot the 4~ Clud Rally and Bshibits held in

the county. Gne lst ridbon was won at the State Fair en Clothing.
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"Five years agw in Altha Grove Commmity, Bedford Comwy, eight
€irls joined tae Clotiing Unit. One cempleted 2 years® work and married.
The other £irls sttended cach memthly meeting, cumpleted the fear years
work, turned in Tecord cards, wom prises each year st the State and
Tidewster Fairs, helped to win the Silver loving Oup for five censecutive
yoars and received their certificates My 51, 1927 st the Ammal Cowrty
Farmers' Conference. Thesd girls selected white veile for their gradus-
tion exsrcises and each girl made her dress, st & cost of 324, During
the four years ealy eme girl missed twe meetings.

Four of these girls have reached the age of twemty snd have beem
transforved $o the adult clud, They semt ezhidite to the State Pair and
won §6.50 in prises. These vorkers have made 163 garments, with s ssving
of §51.50 to their fumilivs.

Aside from doing the family sewing, Onetha Devis has earmed §15.00
sewing for peeple in her commnity smd in Ignchburg. ¥ith the money she e
earms from sewing, she is paying for her planc lessoms. She has beem
organist of her church and in this way is rendering a real service and
halping to keep %p the interest, in her comsunity, Shet has desn arcused
by Extension ork.® :
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‘e Clething Specialist has this yoar dons more loms Dmprove-
ment work with wemem, lesving less tims to @0 fisld work with the girls
in Hoom counties have carried same Spem Improve-
ment work. Five of the hsd contests, the others
earried en the work as a project er as s campaiga,

‘Therever Boem Diprovemsnt is done as a projest all sewing far
the roems 1s wsually done during the wimter months, for instance, meking
the cartains, Bed oovering, pillows and pillow cases, @raperies and cur-
tains, rugs and fummiture coverings.

T™he room end fumiture are dome over thé summer momths, It is
gmerally more convenient to do e sswing in the vinter momths and the

and o in the wring snd sumer, It is s
big wdertaking to 4o 1% all in one or twe months in the very warm
summer tims. DBetter guality werk and grester and more lasting sstisfao-
tien is gained by undey partial st ome time and doing
1% well.

1 heartily faver the "long time” program of Home Dprovement,
yoar” for and doing il wesrk well.

In Sem of the counties deing Boom Inprovenaut I assisted the




-“w-.n**-mu-&m-
materials, In seversl of these 1 gave 1llaw :

ant dsmustrations to the grows of girls enrelled for the Mom Inprove-
ment work, I had the girls o handle smmples of materials best suited
%0 the & fferent neods In the Yoom and of 50 low price thet the girls
oould afferd to purchase. .1y use of fumiture charts amd pictures I
trained the girls in the apprecistion of good design, comfort snd duradil-
1%y in furniture and fumishings.

Four of the largest stores in -t otght
large mamafacturing plants in other states comtributed most of the illust~
ative matorials I usel. Ome gift ®hop lemnél ms pictuses. 1 chose
m¢~~—m“ﬂ--“
Toee were well framed. I saw thet each girl wnderstood Teasems for
chotoe in pictures, that she knew good frames and was sble to selest the
right space for the picture and that she know how to hang pictures car
rectly.

The girls were shomn how to score &ifferent recms, This tyained
the girls in the of the and the needs in the
home. One givl $0)d me that thamgh these had deen no fromt door-steps
(@oor 29 inches from the grownd) b her home for four yesrs, she had not
noticed the fact witil we Dagan scoring and Juiging roemst Within ome week
She fromt sbeps hed Desn built and wete in place. It Is customary to fisd
castors on the hesyy pleces of famiture. Yot Just as soom as I explain the
waste in emergy and incouvenience cecasioned by dask of castors and show
the sdvantages and low cost necessary o have casters ea all movable

pieces of furniture the girls are as snxious as I %o get the casters e

1z




the furniture.

In om Isprovemant work the girls comscicusness is swakemed

t0 the home needs, respomsidilities and possibilities.
The following report told by a girl deing Boom Improvemsnt
um;—-—a-w,_u-c—nu.

(SEE NEX? PAGE)




MMM OO

The room which I chose as @y problem in our cowity Heme I~
Provemsnt combest was an old dare roum with nothing in it except a
delapidstod bedstead, & badly worm trumk and mm old brokem chair,

I eleamed the wlls with a brush them with sosp and wmber.

Wnen dry I filled the cracks with Then 1 2 ome
oot of sising and two costs of fvery paimt.

I clesned the floers by scrubbing with sosp and water, tien put
en $wo cosbs of mshogany varnish, Ome coat of varmish paint was spplied
on the door and window casings. For clesning an old irem bed, I made s
solution of lye and hot water and spplied it with a mop to Femove the
14 enamal. -i-ucuq-'n-huu-.—wu.——.

Mther gave me sn old wash stand with o mizver en 18, I Sook the
mirrer and doors off and clesned 1t with the lye solubien. I gave 1% me
etat of fvery paint and one of ensmel, made snd hung scress the frest where
the doors were, a curtain of cretomne, JFrom @ second hand store and st

119810 cost I secuved & table, and with soms screp lmber I mads & set o
helves o oot en tep of the tedle, The shelves wers painted walms celor
0 matdk the Sable. Tiis “outfit” closely resesbles & desk.

Using Svery soap and water I cleaned s 1ittle blue enesel Sable
and painted 1t fvery color to msteh uy bet. A dreken rocker was o~
paired, rebottomed and them given $we costs of walmt paist varnish.

13




A small straight chair wss refinished to mateh the recker end dosk.

" Mether had an oM sowing basket, Wi she gave ue. b Te
oaived & cost of paint and whem dry I lined 5t with eretomme, Grand-
=a kintly plaited for the floor & rug frem dyed rags I sest hev. A
neighdel gave me en old pillew snd I eovered it with cretemme liks
that used on other things in the ream. Twe good pictures, well framed
were given %0 mee I hung Shem cerrectly.

My cvesn window shades I bought new, Ny ourtalne are of
pretty cresn voil. I dvew the threads for all the ruffies on the
curtains and & valence with three ruffles acroes it. 1 mde a bed
spresd of ing & good dosign in 18, W
pillow cases were & Christams present and matched sy spresd. I made my

lamp shade and cartain $ie-dacks fram serspe of veil. I paimted candle
holders to mteh o flower bowl, thess hold ivory endles.

he tap of my desk has & geen blotter. Ny venity set I made
st school in the Sewing Club. My bedside water bottle was a vinegar
dettle. I eould not build & olothes closet now but shen Fetber Faises
the reof I shall them get the closet Builh.

iﬂhmihaﬁ
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The Home Demonstration Agerts efforts from Amherst, Amelia,

Horfolk, Posheten snd Prince Williss give imteresting facts sbout Girls®




Pollowing is the Stetistical Beport of part of the Soem
Improvement werk dome thls year By the girlsse

‘Bero)llment /

So. Booms dome over campletely

Cost of total Lmprovements by the
182 girls

T

Bow Girle msking exhidits of work deme
Valae of prises wom
Ho. preject growps
Ne. group meetings
Ho. public dsmonstrstions given by girls

Be. floors refinished
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e Clothing Vork for wemen is given to groups of five or
moTe womes wh e and to take & Wats,
( four ) o 1% do as part of the year's pregram
of the Neme\ Demonstzation Gluds. The wnits useally emsrge imbe Nems
Demonstration Olube Daving twelve meetings sech year, The groups of
womsn i each wsunty which take Clothing work are selected by the Homs
Demonstration snd District Agests through cesperstion with the cownty

We heave mash better attendance records of the womem this year

bocause the eff: ‘were L and usually the chairmen
assumed the regpensidility to see that all members kunew the date, hour ﬂ
and place of meeting, also just what part each vomen was expested to /
u-s---n..m——uwum——u—-n— J
work on 1% b the mesting. 5

Thave is & most gratifying incresse in the mmber of wamen em~
molled in the wmits Saking Clothing this year. Some of my geals this
your (from my plan of werk) for the womenls work weres ~ “1000 womsm oo~
rolled and taking the Clothing wnits with st least 75£ attending the four
Aemonstrations, jracticing some phase of the work in their hemes, passing
seme of the information gaimed Gm to others, and mmking momthly reperts
of their use of the Unit werk,”




Besulter- 1920 womsn enrelled and did the work in the re-
mpective wnite, Ouly 501 last/year vere emrellsd.

954 ettendance =t all meetings.

62 wunite in the State agninst 44 last year,

1945 women other than those have
%-wmmwmﬁl‘”_‘ﬁ*
of the mite,

1464 garments closned

oy » mended, romodeled, etc.

S " mdie

$6,907.06 made or saved.
The i dup to the peliqy of the

State Office that more woik and more effective work be dome with womes,
Ansther possible reason for the increased enrollsent may be the extemsive
use of o and which I have made, Thres of
theve exhidite have been used in thirty (30) of the counties heving Home
Demonstration Agemis, in two counties which have no agemts, and in all
siz comties having negre women agents. These exhidits have been wsed
with ene hundred sad ninety-four (1M) growps, commmnity snd county meet- |
1ngs, resching sbout 3410 pecple. e

The Nousebeld Minen and GAft Units are the most popular.

The Nome Demonsirstion Agents reports in Staffuord, Madison,
Albemarle, Fuirfax, Poshaten sad Amslia will give some of the resmlts
of the use of thess exhidits snd sepecially that of the Housshold Limens.

It is fafertunsto that 5o funds are allowed for presuring move




and botter eshidit msterials, "for t0 see is to 40" usually with beth
women and girle.

Parcel post costs on these exhidits this year has amounted to
quite a little, but it soemed wise %o insure the exhidits esch time they
were put in the mailse One exhibit used in the Home Duprovement werk was
badly dsmaged and past of it & total lese for which no reisburcement has
yot doen made. Yot the packnge was insured.

In my report last year I expressed a desire 10 see the women who
were and @0 some work or take some active
part st onch meeting, That desire became a realisstion this year. In
practically every eme of the 82 wnits the wamn sttending were active demen-

meking A and nev and
improved methods of garment construstion, needle oraft, and the care of
Glothing and of the home. »

last yesr I felt the need for Sraining local lesders in sudject
matter and in msthods of presenting the subject of Clothing and Home Im-
provement. This year I have met for eme day’s training, fifty-twe (52)
leaders. One day being allowed to cach growp met. This is & small degin-
ning which I hape may de at least another year.
1948 wosmen other tham those loth have
information from the women who stiended the demnstrations.

If ene hunired loaders wese truined this spread of influenge would

not only be but the of the would be so

mioh grester.




Prom careful ebssrvation Whis year I thimk that there i a
Beod for more werk with the wamen en the “selestion mnd care” of
cessful in their edility o Jufge ssterials and garments. I desire to
have more of this phase of work with the wommn. There is & pess Dility
that a Stale Juiging contest for women taking the "Vash Dress™Unit may
bo held at the State College during Furmers' Institute next summer.
his would give axd lend %0 o phass of
Clothing work which needs attention.

Moge women sent of and they had made
0 the various faire this fall. The mmmber of articles snd garments em~
tered for exhidite was greater than herefofure.

In addition to the sixteem alresdy and
used five new units of four demonstrations esch were givem this yesr, The
“Household linen Unit™; “The lLagette”™; “The GIf® Unit™; and "The Care snd
Benovatiom Unis®.

As move and more garments will be purchased ready made it 1is neo—
essary for the housewife to be able to select well made garmands to recag-
nise quality in maSerials snd to cheose becoming and suitsdle designs amd
celors.

On the w0 pages, muber - ! and - - ape tsbulabed fome showing the
women's Clothing work dome in the different counties.

O the ment page, which is & mp, 15 indiosted by red squares, the
Clothing units in each county.
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lome lmprovement work Wiis yoar again has beem oue of the most -
Popular phases of axtemsion work. Both the quantity snd quality of this w
work 1s curtailed daly by the limited time of the specialists and hems
Qsmonstration agents, for the subject is of wniversal appeal to vomen and
sirle,

The erganisstion of this plece of verk is the same as that for
the Clothing werk for women which is given on ensther page of tals werk.

~ he CleMhizg Specialist scered and juiged living Meems in

. " Bouse” in

Prince Mward county.

Brunswick county hed s most sucvessful Living Roem contest which
7on frem Narch 13th $6 Juwne 156h. There were twemty-eight (28) living
rooms improved i this comtest, twemty—six of these st the end of the cam-
test showsd the result of eutstanding lmprovements made, The guality of
he woik in Brumswick cousty hes mot bosm emselled in the State. Each
home showed results ebSaimed in gocd and hamwmiocus color schemes and the
most besutiful window trestmerts of mny group of rural homes to cams uwnder
my observatiom.

Nowrly all of the twenty-siz rosms were camplotely deme over.
o ceilings and walls were either calsomimed, pepered or paffted &uring
he contest.

Floors were refinished. Nev rugs were made or bought.

29 pisces of furniture were made




W e ow
Weesoe e *  ressteled
29 articles of farnishings were made

140 curtains and drapsries were made.

7 he leash cost of improvessnt was sbout §0.45, while the grest-
et ws $41.00, The grestest musber of petmts mads in improvemst was
64, This conbestent wom the firet prise vhich was Tweuty Dellare (§20.00)
in goldl The room impréved is cne in & seall freme tensmt howse. This
wonsn started in en her prodlen as I would urge every combestamt to do.
Sho made & careful study of her prodlem~ which was & real problem - with
the facts before her as to what needed 0 be dme, together with the

and for Dest the needs, she dagan her
efforts, She kept ever defore her the ides of her family's meeds ruther
than t0 copy seme advertising page or the recm of seme (maybe) mere
prospercus meighder. Her recult was s comfortable, livable snd most
Pleasing reem with very little cost. The windows were especially pretty,
dressed in cream shades which had received two costes of paint to comceal
the wvorn places and their former dark gremm color. The dreperies were
chesrful percal prints, e glase curtains were made of eresm veil purchased
for V¢ per yurd, Worn oul garmeniis were dyed & good shade of gray blus
and plaited inte pretty snd practical regs for the fleor. Spese will mot
pernit uy giving all the detalls of the faprovement made in this or any
other room, but the spresd of iafimende is seen fram the fact that thirtess

(15) other roeus in the cousty have Desn Gine over sisce the combest and we




.. wade ¥y fourtomm (14) womsn tn Semty-five '
otaor rocms. 7 J

The prises in their comtest were swarded st an all day cowidy
Mq;mu—. Bis rally ws held in the lasge
6Tove at the home of ome of the advisory ccuncil membders. Bsch womsm told
of sams cutetanding plece of werk deme, the piece which differed most frem
the cthers. There were seferal of the husbands of the comtestants pre-
sent at the “get-tegether” and thqy vere as interested and plsesed ss the
women 48 the improved living rocms.
Faizfam, Prince Biward and Home s

dons as e souncil members enrolled all members, All

day were in the
sharted. I gwe 11
subjects and problemss

“Colar Schemes in the Home."

"Good and Peor Vindow Trestmemts.”

“Floers and Fleor Coverings.”

“Purniture acd Purnishings for Comfort, Conveniemes and Besuty.”

“Plotures for the Home."

“Reading Mstter and Musio for the Home.®

1 weed meny of charts, Soee =t
furnishings in order that the vamen might Do able %o recognise and pply
prineiples thay could use in ingroviag their homes .

I8 secessitated some careful and contimued effert o= sy part o




‘segure all the exhibite for thay had to bo “bagged or borrowed” and the
sare, repucking, earrying and miling thess exhidits wes an wndertaking
of no small notel However I oftes falt repaid in cbeerving the interest
and tan and wtive 2 0l

. 3 enjeyed and was helped by the castacts vith members of the
of J. B Millner Compeny, lymehburg,
Vizginia, thoss of Niller & Hhoads, -l of 'S
Soene, Momoke, from whom I secured mmch of my illustrative mterials.

The three county campaigns lasted about two to three momths eech.
I scored all the rooms which had made material improvemerts and each cam-
paign endel as & contest vwith a coumty all~day rally vhem the prises were
sRrded. /

- There were 170 women enrolled in these Home DImprovement cam=-
paigne snd 136 to 4o outstand ing pieces of improvement werk,

e lowest mumber of points made in lmprovement was twelve. The
biggest musber was sixty; tho least eost of the improvement in eme roem
was{ 12/) twelve cente; the grostest cost for any one room was §85.00.

-."&*—M—n
Twesty dollars in gold 2 murrers
Pifteen dollars in gold 7 Buge
Sen dollars tu gold Carpst swooper
Pive dollars in gold 7 pletures
$5.75 (oash) = four of these. 6 pleces. of crockery

Spinet dest 8 utemsils

Sindsor rockew & Sowels
2 Sewing cadbinets 6 veses
5 Consoles and tedles
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Paire and Bxhidits jJudged during tie year were sevem. I hawe
especially observed the guality and arrangemeut of exhibdits tiis year, ™
Clothing exhidits @ade in May and June at the clese of the prejest were all
a practical type eshidit in that the majority of the pesple in the comsunity
have the ity of the and in this wy lesmm to re
cognise standard or good grade work. I always explain standards snd give

The type exhibits at the County Fuirs and the State Fair could well
bo improved wpen, Toose should be of an educational nature rather than en
& competitive basis. For the larger fairs to have more demonstrations by
olub girls or women would de of greater bemefit to the public tham the
average type mhidis which I Juige. The demonstrations givem by the girls

&t the State Fair this year for the first time proved So de of much interest,
My time spent in pubting wp eshidits and Juiging faire seems of

least practical Denefit of any phase of work that I 40y I em In fuver of having

the and Hoom changed from tie

State Fair to the State Short Course st the State Agricultural College, the
last wesk in July. Many more girls weuld be given the eppertunity to study
standards of Clothing, Then the girls oould be wearing She guments and

uwsing other articles they had made, As our plan now is, the exhibis is not
made wntil October and not more tham twelve to twenty elwd girls attend the

State Fair and see the exhibits.




Baring Detter Homes Woek” I visited five counties, Brunswisk,

Hearieo, Prince George, and two cities, Richmond and
Petersburg, and gave elevem 1 and .
There was no fower than 40 peeple ot any lecture and as wasy as 200 st

othors, The "Better Homes Imrovement™ is ome of the gyestest inferest,
not only for thoss who are taking part in an educational way, but alse for
homgmakers and members of the family who have a chance to sttedd any of
the Better Homes meetings, or to Decome a member of same Hoom Daprovement
m-—ﬂ’. There were many more requests for "Better Homes
Progress” them could be filled.

On Jemuary 25th I met the Better Homes Comittee of Henrice Coumty
and discussed with them, plans and possibilities for a Better Homes house.
Representatives of each womsn's elud in the county were presert, Since the
1dea of & rest room seemed impsactical the next most practical demenstration
soemed t0 e t0 remedel an 0ld colemial type farm house and refinish old
fumiture for i8. A typical old coelenial type home vacant and with a “for-
sle” sign in front offered possibilities. The ommer was spproached with
the hope that he would fwnish same of the money necessary to recondit fom the
house for Seswpancy. It would have been necessary $0 spent at leash o
M—lnu-mm-mnm—-._nnmtn—u-«n
Justified in putting 90 much mongy on the house snd then the women's clud
and girls® clubewthie would have dome work felt that the undertsking weuld
Tequire $00 much of their timw and energy, Consequently with the home demon~
stration agent I vent "house hunting” fartheri I spent twe whole days and




wmtil late ot night visiting every kntwn and sugiested house in the ef
fort %o find ene for the Detter Homss Committes to scisider. ‘T tmber=
viewed coutrastors and builders, Resl Bstate men and Plusbers, 0 mamy snd
0 often, until I fell sure that I em more widely knows among the Duilding
Brotherhood ia Richmond then by mny other group of pevple. Finally am st~
tragtive vacant cottage was found which was lemt for the “deing over” the
comaittes would give it.

1 touk accurste messurememts, drev floor plans, wall elevations,
exterior elovations and even worked out (in colers) & complete coler scheme
for the interior and exterior of the house. All changes and fmprovements
were drem $0 scale and dons in color. This was finished by March and leter
the comittes decided that this small house $00 required t00 much work se
we secured the lomn of a new house, hardly cempleted, and dorrewed mew fur—
niture from stares. I sslected the drseries and gave demonstyation in
maiing them mnd thoa I the type and muber of
pleces of furniture and gave & on of aad

I gave for all the other furnifure and furnishings
for the house. The chairmsn put om & splendid progres for eech day in the
week for which She eounty received "Homorsble Nention”, The only house in
Virginia to win the henor afioept, of course, the National prise demonstration
in Charlottesville.

On Pebsuary 4 snd 5th 1 gave a series of {llastrated lectures in the *

“Shell” of the "to De™ 1927 Natiomal prise winaing BeSter Homes Demonstrat ion
in lles I made for coler schemss, wall papers and

forniture arrangesents.




1 bave plamned end assisted vith a series of 4 $0 8 demonstre-
tions on House Purmishings in louien and in Beancke Countiss. Wost
practicsl and sstisfying results have come frem this work, I hope to
00 other counties wnder take this piece of work in 1928,

he following extraet is takem from the Homnoke county hems demon-

homes as & result of the State Short Course work.

COUNTY BALLY DAYS AND PICHISS.

I have given ong or i1 on Home Improve-
ment and - all day plenics and rally days.
These cccssions, though very tiring physically, afferd a splendid opportunity
o form closer confect with yuml pecple mnd $0 wnderstend their prodlems.

Several hundred pecple are resched in those meetings and them I am nesrly
seanped with sequests for saswers 10 problems and in sending informmtion and
mferial out to those who Decone interested at such meetings.




) 5 .
UL e @ recume swar wers
18 given %0 Both the county agents sod 10 groupe of women and girls. Tese
Gemmstrations are givem by the Clotiing specialist, During $his year I have
visited 29 counties frem eme to four times for the purpese of giving demmetra~
tions or or Home (oo mp toe
dlesting counties visited)
Illustreted legturess Illmstrated lectures with well organised exhibdite must
be used in seme instances, such as Fally days, where $he sttendsnce is usually
large. Illustzated materials wed in such are and
articles, pictures, ssmples of msterials, charts, made-to-order exhidits, or
live nodels, ss the nature of the lecture might demand.

SBject Matters Subject miter is given by the use of litersture writtes by the

matorial which may de had from commercial firms.

The Home Demonstrstion Agemt is given subjeet matter at the mumal
mesting of agesks in Jenuwary of each year when plans for the werk are presest~
ol, discussed aod decided wpon. This method assures ome of mesting the local
neods in the coumties. The specislist writes the subject matter for the demon~
strations needed $0 assist the agents %o carry on their werk for the year,

A% County, Tri~cousiy and State Short Courses of two $0 four days each, the




specialist gives illustrative lectures and demonstrations on irteresting

and needed ;heses of Clothing and Home Improvement work other tham those
outlined in the regular preject work.




EDNA OLITIR ~ NONE ]
Jammazy lat, 1927 « Decssber lst, 1927

M flMescccncncmcccncncnen~-~ M}
By inoffies s s wcmessscnsncenanaae B
¥o, Home Demomstration Agents VviSited = - ~ = = = = = = == 188
No, Counties without agmts visted - = = = =« = = = = = = = 32
Ho, Retension Committos mestings » = « v ccccewe= U8

AMlny & v e e mcsn e e mee -~
Hoy othor Boolings «~ ~ = s s m e e c o canccnn e 06

MMalags » s s saenenecnesen - -0000
oy lotters witim ~ ~ s e e cscag e e == e~ -« 110
Biffevent cizcular Btters writt@n ~ ~ s v cccccwews §
No. Giroular Jetters oot oWl » c e v v e v cocncne= 180 _
Nllsting et 0uf » ~ e s ceccomcnepenances W
Grle® Clide vislbel » » v v s cencnennmcccce= 11
Vonen's Clube vigitell s v v v - cecccwsncveee B
Denontrations GIVeRn « « = = = = = v e w o == - - - =108

Iectumes Given >+ » e e e c e m e mm ...
Attendanae -

crmemcmen- e

Anmel Gag® JoaNg =~ w e r s e e cencscennsann= §

Moo $20vedeld = A0 = = s s m e mmm e -e - o= 200




Hloo trureled by B0} o = = w = mm e an e a2
Hiles traveled (other) > = = = s - cesccmece 30
L g S R
Howes and Plamts figeo-e= sns 0
Conferences with lioms Demonstrstiam assisting

Witk sublect master and Sreseweme I

Visite $0 8chools anl 0OuforUnees =« wwe = ~w cewww &3
Movt Couzees Mbenlel » * * v s wem s s mnecansne 4
Bayel hmet vigltl s c s ev s c s m e e nc e nnawne NS
Palew sl RAIMAS Julighl =~ =~ s m e camcnenanee 4
Mows visiied ol sotpill ® s e v s e cnenecnmmennlTl
Moon desenstretions vililed » ~ s s w s m v cm cmamm= /T2

Sbjest Rbdtew Uritten
(Zims gemoval office wosk dame in 88 office daye)

2o0n Dprovenstt SO0IS = s s e m e S e me .-
Clothing woik for Bort Courees » ~ = s e vs v ce vmwm= §
RAMS Pleng = = = e == smseamssmenmnenmen §
Clothing Clud Moords = = » = s = s w s mmmcmmman== £
DNATAINNS - -~ ~ s e e e c a2
CLnlars PNINN « =~ = s e s e s mmemmccccnnnee §
Clothing Tits = -~ =~ w e s mm oo mom =

Respectfully submitted,

Cedpn Olovay

Kdona Oliver
State Clothing Specialist
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