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about me

Tēnā kotou katoa / Greetings to you all

I tipu ake au I Wairarapa, Aotearoa / I come from the Wairarapa, New Zealand

I raro I te maru o te maunga o Tararuas / Raised under the shelter of the Tararua 
Ranges

Ko te māhu nga māunga o te whānganui a tara toku maunga / The many peaks of 
Wellington are my mountain

Ko te whānganui a tara toku whanga / The vastness of Wellington Harbour is my
water

He Pākehā toku iwi / My people are Pākehā (NZ European)

E nohu ana au ki Blacksburg / I currently live in Blacksburg

Ko Shaun Rosier toku ingoa / My name is Shaun Rosier

E mahi ana au hei kaihoahoa whenia me kaihoahoa taone / I am a
landscape-led urbanist and designer

Nō reira, tēnā kotou, tēnā kotou, tēnā kotou katoa / Therefore, greetings, thrice over
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the problem at hand

design research as method 

studies in stone

content for today



the problem at hand



Between 7-9% of total GHG 
emissions is from concrete

Kajaste, Raili, and Markku Hurme. "Cement Industry Greenhouse Gas Emissions–
Management Options and Abatement Cost." Journal of cleaner production 112 
(2016): 4041-52.
Miller, Sabbie A, Guillaume Habert, Rupert J Myers, and John T Harvey. "Achieving 
Net Zero Greenhouse Gas Emissions in the Cement Industry Via Value Chain 
Mitigation Strategies." One Earth 4, no. 10 (2021): 1398-411.



1 : 0.93 ratio
concrete to co2 production



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Northeast_ 
megalopolis#/media/File:Boswash.png

22.6% of US GDP (2021) - 5.8 Trillion USD

3rd ranking in global GDP behind US, and China 

2% of total land area



suburban area growth significantly outweighs 
population growth

megaregion-scale appropriation of geologic material

socio-cultural disconnect between life and 
consumption
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How can landscape architecture give 
expression to geological material and forces 
through a (sub)urban development?



design/practice 
research as method











western modernity is a conditioned by a 
disconnect with the world

Countering ‘solutionism’

indigenous peoples and ways of knowing offers a 
way forward

living with instead of living from

kaitiakitanga and utu / stewardship and 
reciprocity

decolonising
making and knowing

Rod Barnett - Head of School, VUW School of Architecture 
Former Chair of LA at Washington University

Linda Tuhiwai Smith (Ngāti Awa and Ngāti Porou)
Distinguished Professor at Te Whare Wānanga o
Awanuiārangi



thom mayne 
perry kulper 
bryan cantley 
riet eeckhout
smout allen

ed wall
james corner

francis bacon 

stuart elden





studies in stone







sedimentation
the action or process of forming 
or depositing sediment







23 March 2023







06 April 2023











16 August 2023









17 December 2023





supersaturation
the state of being supersaturated:

containing more of a substance than can 
be absorbed



17 December 2023
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02 January 2024



04 January 2024





08 February 2024



geologic urbanism
treating representation seriously

what could be

flex not fixed

stone as urbanistic device



How can landscape architecture give 
expression to geological material and forces 
through a (sub)urban development?
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