The agent worked 256} days. One mumdred-forty three(143) days

to adults, ninety-one(91) days devoted to 4~H Club work end
twenty-three(23) days to older youth.

Projects, demonstrations, A. C. P., improved practices, soil
and vater conservation, forest management, educatiomal pro-
grams through progrem plamning snd office work, make up the
major portien of the Extension program inm Amelia County.
There vere 499 farm and home visite made to adults, 4-H
members and older youth work. 654 farm pecple called at the
Extension for informatiom concerning their problems; 927 tele~
phone calls made for special information by farmers.

An estimated number of 2429 farm people attended adult com—
mmity clubs, tours, adult and 4~H training meetings, Rural
Life Sunday program, County Advisory Board snd County Fedr,
All other meetings that the agent held or participated in
during the year were attended by 3,190 persoms.




increased opportunities to advance in higher learning and better chances
to stay on farms because these farms would be large enough and equipped

with the type of machinery to support and encoursge youth to stay there

and build even a larger operatiom.
Since we know that these changing conditions are facing 4~H

youth even to a greater extent each year, we are trying to change our

program to meet their needs.




grain crops 22, hay and other forage, pasture and range 5,

vegetables 2 and tobacco 26.

In arranging to sell and selling, 5 persons were assisted in
bhay and other forsge, pasture and range.

=il CLUB WORK

Since we have been sble to recognise the changing pattern in
rural and urben living, it has caused us to make a different approach
in our 4=H Club program of work.

We once placed an unusual amount of time in project work for the
purpose of developing skills and the know how in our prectices vhether
it be a feeding or health practice in livestock or a seed~fertiliser
or culture practice im crop production.

However, since we knov that 80% of these 4i~H boys and girls will

be of necessity forced to go into other fields for a livelibood be~
cause of small farms, small allotments and limited income for the
larger families therefore, it is important to spend scme time teaching
these boys and girls how to live and get along with other people and
the importance of holding a job.

How to win friends and influence people through our persomality
and attitude, one of the greatest needs of youth today, is to learn
the art of saving and investing.

We can realize more clearly as each year passes if adults had been
exposed to more training in thrift and encouraged how to seve and in-
vest and protect their income, many boys and girls would have had




The following were assigted throwgh ‘he comtrol of injurious in-

sects:

12 in grain crops, 8 in hay and other forage, pasture and range,
28 in tobacco, 38 in vegetables and ) in flowers and ornamental

shrube.

The following were assisted through the comtrol of diseases:

14 in grain crope, 6 in hay and other forage, pasture and renge,

28 in tobacco, 15 in vegetables and 5 in flowers and ornamental

shrubs.

Through barvesting, storing and curing, 36 persons were sssisted
through grein crops, 5 in bay snd other forage, pasture and renge, 6
in tobacco, 24 in vegetables.

Through efficient work methods, 16 persons vere assisted in
grain crops, 4 in hay snd other forsge, pasture and range, 8 in
tobacco, 16 in vegetables and 2 in flowers and ormamental shrubs.

The mmber of farmers and other individuals sssisted with any
phase of farm marketing are:

11 in grain crops, 15 in hay and other forege, pasture and range,
32 in tobscco and 2 in vegetables.

In preparstion for market, 22 were assisted in grein crops, 5
in hay and other forsge, pesture and range, 24 in tobacco and 1 in
flowers and ornamental shrubs.

The following farmers were assisted in commodity outlook and
market informatiom:




CROPS—Production and Farm Marketing

Total number of personal contacts made individually or through
meetings and letters are:

1442 in grain crops, 1262 in Hay and other forage, pasture

and renge, 1582 in tobacce, 1213 in vegetables and 219 in

flowers, ormamental shrubs.

The total mumber of different farmers and other individuals
assisted directly or indirectly to adopt recammended practices are:

88 in grain crope, 52 in hay and other forage, pasture

and range, £3 in tobaceo, 114 in vegetables and 28 in

flowers, ornamental shrubs.

The estimated mumber of farmers and other individuals assisted
with any phase of production are:

76 in grein crops, 37 in hay and other forage, pasture,

range, 54 in tobacco, 89 in vegetables and 16 in flowers,

ornamental shrubs.

Through the use of improved varieties and strains, 48 persons
were sssisted in grein crops, 27 in hay and other forage, pasture and
range, 15 in tobacco, 68 in vegetables and 1l in flowers, ornamental
shrubs.

Through the use of fertilisers, 42 persons were assisted in grain
erops, 22 in hay and other forage, pasture and range, 19 in tobacco,
54 in vegeteables and 15 in flowers and ornamental shrubs.
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Mr. and Mrs. James Johnsen's plan of work called for improving
the herd of milk cattle, complete pressure water systems, screening
front porch and erecting snother tobacco barn. The water system for
both kitchen and complete bathroom was campleted; also, the tobacco
barn was erected. Included in plams for future consideratiom will
be yard improvement, family food supply and soil and vater comservation,

Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey Perkinson's farm and hame plans consisted
of bullding a rat proof cinder block smoke house and a feed storage
barn and the installation of a complete wvater system for home, poultry
house and livestock pins.

Mr. and Mrs. Ortha Stokes worked out limited plans for this
year. Because of finance, they set up two objectives: the screening
of the back porch and running water for the kitchen. These two ob-

Jectives vere completed along with another hog pasture. Their future
plans include family food supply, yard improvement, crops and rotatiom,

fara building and livestock improvement.
Mr. and Mrs. Homer J. Thampking, Sr. had made a start toward the

objectives set up in their program of work before he was stricken with
& long period of illness. Homer, Jr., & son about 21 years of age,

has taken ove: the farm operatiom for his father. With the help of
his mother, the local farm agent and his uncle, he is doing a good job.
The Thompkins completed the new hen house for her laying flock and sells
eggs to help pay for the bathroom that has been installed during the

Year.




In carrying out an efficient program in livestock farming, it
appears that good pastures will continue to be our cheapest source
of feed for farm animals. Although the needs for hetter pastures

increase each year, farmers are slow in facing up to their in-
creasing needs for a better livestock program.
oala

1. Providing feed programs through demonstrations

to show the desired effects that good pasture
will have om livestock.

+ To show the proper value of the snalysis of
fertilizer through demonstrations.

To conduct summer and winter pastures to show
that the climate is suitable the year round for
profitable grasing.

« To supervise all established practices that are

thing that is being demonstrated.
Meetings are held from January through March each year to give
the various agencies an opportunity to talk with the farm people con~
cerning their problems.

Mr. and Mre. Frank Jacksom have worked om their lawn, porch and
water system projects. They have completed fromt porch amd lawn pro-
Jeot but water system will not be completed before 1960.




On November 16th a meeting was held at Bethia Baptist Church for
the purpose of organizing the new community into the Parm and Home Im-
provemsnt Program.

Our State Agent was present to outline the work in detail in
order that this group might get a clear comception of vhat would be
expected of each family if this program of werk was to succeed.

Mr. Newsome also pointed ocut varicus crops and projects that
should be considered for additional income to raise the living standard
of each family, and placing them im & better position financially to
ecarry out a farm and home program of work as it should be dome, He
also emphagized vhen the standard of living is raised, it means better

communities, churches, schools and citisens. Mr. Newsome gave this

group some very valuable informetion on the importance of protecting
the family's income and investments through ingurance.

The State Agent stressed the importanmce of proper land use in
order to obtain the best results from our croplands. Suil testing
will help you to do more efficlent farming througs a better knowledge
of your soil.




Pot flowers and needle work were exhibited on an extensive basis.
Two hundred farm men, women, 4~H Club members and N. F. A. boys entered
exhibits at the Fair. There was a large display in every departasent
that gave ample competition for each exhibitor.

Four hundred and seven dollars were awarded in prise money and
twenty-two prises vere awarded by our local merchants.

The Fair did not fail in its objective of trying to bring better
quality to the attention of our farm pecple. An estimeted number of
850 people visited the exhibit houses.

Nevember

The seasons for the past ten years in this section of the state

have had such an extreme variation and because of these extreme con-

ditions, good crops have been lost by lomg periocds of hot weather and
fall grain crops have been planted extremely late because the seil
could not be followed in time for recommended planting.

The local Farm Agent has spent a number of days through August
and September and even into October trying to get same winter pastures

started.

Mr. F. B, Tyler, William Royal and C. W. Giles did not get their
winter pastures planted as they had planmned because of the shortage
of labor in getting their tobacco graded for market. Conrad and
Milton Harris and Lawson Archer were successful in getting pastures
started.
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In his proclamation, Govermor Almond pointed out that noteworthy
progress had been made in comservation of natural resources. Through
organised soil conservation districts aided by agricultural agencies,
industry and many interested organisations, more than 42,000 landowners
in Virginia have developed soil and water conservation plans for their
farms. Countless others have applied ome or more conservation measures,
Governor Almond said.

I urge each sgricultural agency, each organisation and the people
of the state to continue their wholehearted support of this program
and join the Virginia Associationm of Soil Comservation Districts, the
sponsors, in the observance of this week.

Gmelli: County Fair

The Comnty Fair activity is one county event that reaches a large
number of people in a competitive way.

However, the outlook for the kind of educatiomal fair exhibits
that a county should be inm position to demomstrate to the publiec 1s
rapidly fading into the past unless several counties comsolidate to
give the quality and quantity of exhibits to meet the requirements of
the future demands and standards.

On October 16 and 17th, the members of the Amelia County Fair

Association held its anmual activity by exhibiting farm products,

poultry, swine, ocattle, rabbits, canned and frosea fruits, vegetables
and meats of all description. BEggs, butter, cakes, piles and bread
making were also entered on a large scale.




Fishlife

In Virginia, we have three types of fighes: those classed as
strictly fresh water figh, the so~called ansdromous fish that comes
into fresh water to spawn and marine or ocean fighes. Here we shall
be concerned with only the first two.

Our inlend game fishes include the brook amd rainbow trout,
largemouth and smallmouth and spotted bass, the white snd the black
erappie, rock bass, wvhite bass, the blue gill and all other sunfishes
and the walleye.

Non-game inland fish includes such important forms as pickerel,
yellow perch, white perch, chamnel catfish, carp, sucker, the minnows
and others. Legally, they are not game fish although meny are fum to
catch and are good eating.

Ocean fish which enter fresh water to spawn are called anadromous

fish and include such species as striped bass (rockfish), shad and

herring. They are important cammercial as well as sport fish,
Things You Can Do To Help Save Seil

1. Read and learn about the care of soil
2. WVatch the soil as you travel the highways

a. What kind of erceion do you see

b. What causes erosion that you see
3. on eroded land
be ting brush in it
S Agent or Soil Conservatiomist

lass on soll and water conservation

6. to learn about soil and wvater comservatiom
Te on vhat you sav on the field trip
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It 1s impossible to determine the examet value of birds and

mamals and other forms of wildlife in the control rodents, insects

and pests; but, we know from ouvon».h that this control is present.

Many mammals keep a strong check om destructive forms of animel life;
birds destroy weed seed and keep serious insect damage in check,

Wildlife furnished man healthful recreation. Some of this comes
in the form of hunting and fishing, Other forms are photography, bird
watehing or simply studying mature., Hunting and fishing are big busi-
ness in Virginia rated at $100,000,000 a year.

Types Of Wildlife

Wild animals and birds which are generally classed as farmland
inhabitants include the cottomtail rabbit, gray squirrel, weassl, fax,
quail, dove, song and ingectivercus birds. Though some of these, such
as the squirrel, are also found in forests. We can say they are more
closely associated with farms.

Forest wildlife includes the deer, elk, (only a few in Virginia)
black bear, wild turkey, ruffed grouse, certain somg and insectivorous
birds.

Marsh wildlife includes the muskrat, mink, otter, raccoon, ducks
and geese, rails, wading birds, shore birds and the like.

Miscellaneous wildlife includes the hawks, owls, vultures, opossums,
woodchuck, ete., Other wild animals with a backbone are the snakes,
turtles and frogs. Fishes, though they have backbone, should be in-
cluded in another group.
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Walnut is & hard, strong wood that works easily and takes a beautiful
finigh. It is used for furniture and gum stocks.

The ceks are classed into two groups—the white ocaks and the red
ocaks. The oaks are found in every county in the state. They are
favorites for furniture and flooring and wherever great strength 1s
called for,

What Is Wildlife?

In the broad sense, wildlife means all forms of animal life not
domesticated by man. In the more restricted senge, wildlife includes
wild animals and birds and also the lower cold-blooded forms of verte-
brate animals such as fish, reptiles and amphiblans.
Importance Of Wildlife Resources

Native wild animals are an American heritage. They made possible
the founding of many early settlements. Many of the early explorations

and discoveries which opened up North America were made by trappers
and pioneers seeking furs for the foreign trade, Wild anlmals such as

the American bison or buffalo were used as food for man during the
wvestvard expansion of our country. In the early days, man depended on
the food and hides of animels for his existence.

Although meat mmting of wild animals has largely passed out of
the picture in America, wildlife still is used as food by many hunters
and fishermen.

Though no longer as important as it used to be, wild animals still
provide many furs. The chief wild fur are muskrat and mink, Virginia's
annual fur harvest is valued at §1,000,000,
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Forests are not like most natural resources. Forests, if pro-
perly managed and protected frem fire, will keep on producing while
coal, oil, gas and other mineral rescurces can omly be used once.
Trees Of Virginia And Their Uses

Fev states have as great a variety of mative trees as V irginia,
The state has several climatic sones because of its length north and

south and because of the differemce in elevatiom from sea level in the
oast to 5,000 feet high peaks in the mountainous west. It is these

elimatic differences that make it possible for so msny kinds of trees
to grow in Virginia. There are more than a doszen different kinds of

oaks; several different kinds of pine and hickory, a variety of maples,
gume and elms and many trees that are mative to the cold climate of

Canada and the tropical climate o the Florida swamps.

Among the pines, the more useful are leblolly pines found in
the Tidewater area; shortleaf pine and Virginia pine in Pledmont and
western Virginia and white ping throughout the mountains. Pines often
ocour in pure stands and are usually the first te dees in abandoned
fields. Loblelly, shortleaf and Virginia pine are used for lumber and
in the manufecture of pulp for making paper.

Poplar grows throughout the state, This tree, along with gum,
is in great demand for berry baxes, plywood and other products that
call for wood in the form of vemeer.

Hlckory is one of the toughest woods known and is the cholce for
axe and hammer handles and other products needing a tough, stromg wood.




There are ingecta, vorms and diseases 1a the forest. Same of
these are helpful to the trees and some destroy them. All living
ereatures have & place in the forest and unless man upsets the

balance of nature with fire or by careless timber tutting, the foreste
of Virginia will alwvays be an interesting and exeiting place to visit.
Importance Of Virginia's Forests

The forests cover over 60 percent (15,000,000 scres) of the land

area in the state. Wood from this forest land supplies the rev material
for ome of the largest and most important industries, the wood using
industry. One out of every four persoms who works for a living vorks
for the woed using industry. These pecple make pulp and paper, wooden
furniture, ex celsior, railroed ties, lumber and many other products.

Trees are the best orcp to raise on steep mountain land to pre-
vent erosiom. Forests, vith their heavy mat of leaves and brush, help
to soek up heavy rainfall and let it sink slowly into the soil, This
vater is then slovly released through springs and streams rather than
rushing off in the form of a flood. The water from a well-cared for
forest is pure and clean., This is the kind of water pecple need for
home and industrial use and for swimming and fishing.

Thousands of pecple go to the forest for relammtion; some like
to hunt or fish wvhile others enjoy pienicking, hiking or camping. The
forests give the landowner an income that amoumts to millions of dollars
every year. They provide him with fusl for his heme, fence posts and
lumber for building and repeiring.




Pollution ocours when careless disposal of uman sewvage and
factory wastes, along vith excess storm wvater affects the purity of
wvater in streams s0 as to make it unsuitable for its legitimate uses.

Sewvage must be treated and factory wastes must be treated or other-
wise handled before being put into streams so as to maintain satis~
factory water quality.

Sometimes wvater gets in our way, too, en reads, on airpert run-
vays and even in low lying farm land. Then it is necessery te provide
drains to carry it away.

We started previcusly with floods. At the opposite end of the
plcture are droughts when there is not enmough rain, You see the re~
sults in dried and burned crops, dry wells and the dust bowls of some
parts of the country. To save crops, irrigation can be used in many
places and 1s being used more and more each year,

On The Farm—ihet Can You Do?

1. Cemstruct storage tamk

2. Build stock pend

3. Protect well and springs from pollutien

4e Cap flowing wells when not in use
What Is A Forest?

A forest is more than a group of trees. It is a commmity of
plants and animals living together. In addition to big trees and little
trees, there are bushes, ferns, flowers and mosses. There are squirrels,
chipmunks, rabbits, mice, bear, deer, birds and many other animals
large and small.




How Does It Get To You?

If you live on a fare you know the answer to this. PFor those in
towns or cities, it is not quite so easy to see. A great deal of work
is done that most of us never see. The water must be caollected (frem
springs, wells or stresms) then pumped to & filter plant to be purified
to make it safe to drink., Then 1t is usually pumped into a reservoir
from vhich it runs through pipes to every part of the city so eash of
us ecan have rumning water right in ocur own heme. You can see, then,
that many persons vork every day of the year just to make sure that we
have pure clean vater whemever we want it,

Water Problems
Nearly everyome knows something about floods from persomal ex-

perience. What is not so generslly known is that great flocds have

ocourred in the past even before man's arrival., In many cases, certain
floods have been aggravated by man's carelessness but we camnot hope
to prevent all floods just by being more careful or by changing our
vays of doing things. Ve can reduce the sise of some floods by proper
conservation measures.

Erosion and sedimentation are problems often associated with
floods. Most of us have seem gullies in fislds. What you may not
inov is that unless something 1s done about it, the gullies will com-
tinue to get bigger and to destroy more and more land, But this isa't
all=~the soil that is washed away fills up reservoirs and often covers
up and destroys growing crops.




From earliest times fish has been an important food and even
now is the only meat available to many people. Mach seafood is taken
each year from the seas and fresh waters.

Water -~ Where Does It Came From?

The oceans and seas are the great reservoirs from which all of
our vater comes, The ancients believed that this water ran underground
and somehow worked itself up into the hills to form spriags and rivers.
They were right at least to the extent that our water does come from
the oceans, but we kmow that it is evaporated and passes into the air
as vapor vhich condenses into clouds.

These clouds move about comstanmtly and under certain conditioms
will drop some of their moisture as rain, smow, hail or sleet. Some
falls right back into the sea but gquite a lot falls on land and
supplies us with the water we use every day. Some of the water which
falls on the land seeps into the ground. If we dig or drill a well,
we can pump this water out., Sametimes it is possible to find water
under pressure and it will produce a flowing well.

Same of the water in the ground finds its way to & lower level

where it reaches the surface as a spring. A large amount of water

also runs off over the land during a rain or when smow melts. This,
together with the springs, we call surface water. It collects at the
bottams of hills to form streams which later run into the ocean to
start all over again as clouds.
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Water = What It Is, What It Does

This may sound like a strange question. You are probably saying,
"Everyone knows vhat water is"; but, do we really know? To most of us
it probably means what comes cut vhen we open the famcet or what scme~
times requires us to put on overshoes and carry an wmbrella.

To begin with, water is the very substance of 1life itself. Ex-
cept for the air we breathe and the food we eat, there is nothing
more necessary than water. People have known to live for as long as a
month vithout food, but without water, the average person camnot live
for more than a few days.

It is by far the most useful of all material used for cleaning.
Purely on the basis of bathing alome, it is wsed more than any other

fluid,

We are scoustomed to think of roeds on land as highways; but,
rivers and oceans are highways teo. In fact, they served for trans-
portation leng before our reads were built as can be seen by the number
and sise of the cities located on their shores.

Water has also been used for power long before oil, gas and
coal and still furnishes a large part of our electricity though the
grist mill is not much used any more.

Water is much used for both heating and eooling. In the form
of steam, it not omly heats but is used to run machinery as well. In
cooling, it is used to air condition buildings as well as to make ice
and other products.




What is Sell?

Soil 1is a mixture of disintegrated rock and decomposed plant and
animal remains. Soll begins when wimd, rain, glaciers and other
natural causes break off small pieces of rocks This process is called
weathering, The weathered rock is called the parent material of the

soll. All kinds of weather, rain and sunshine, heat and cold work all
the time to change the parent material iato soll. The steepmess and
the shape of the land also affect the soll. The shape of the land,

the hills, valleys, streams and plains is called topography. It takes
a long time, thousands of years, for the weathered rock to change into

soil., The kind of rock or parent material, the climate, the veather,
the topography and the period of time, sll affect the kind of soil we
have.
Importance of Soil

Did you ever stop to think how much seil means to you? All life
depends on the soil. There are also s lot of liviag things in the soil.
In fact, there are more living things in the soll than there are on
top. These millions of worms, smails, oentipedes, bacteria and other
organisms live on the food, water and air in the soil. They also
help to prepare the minerals for use by plants. Flants use these
minerals to grow tall and produce more food for our chickens, cows,
wildlife and ourselves. We get food, our clothing and cur shelter
from the soil., Without the soil we could not live.







In dealing with 4{~H boys and girls who are in school for the
purpose of increasing their knowledge, we found it would be important
to give them the entire story on comservation of cur Natural Resources
in Virginia. Therefore, we made mimeograph copies for the ,(~H members
to read and learn the Natural Resources of their state in order to
have a clearer conoeption of their value in our conservation program
and to our livelihood as well.

Various 4~H Club members will discuss speeific toples on
Natural Resources during the year from this mimeograph information
given them on Natural Resources.

Ihe 4l Story (n Cemservation

The story of Natural Resources and Comservation was told to 4-H
boys and girls as follows:

The spotlight of the week of October llth through the 17th in

Virginia is the wise use and conservation of land and water, forest

and vildlife.

Natural Resources Conservation Week was proclaimed by Govermor
J. lindsay Almond, Jr. October 11«17 and this county alomg with other
state agencies and extension vorkers have observed tiils week as pro-
claimed by our govermor.

Meetings were held with commmity sdult groups and 4~H Club
groups to carry a message on the conservation of our Natural Rescurces.
These are some of the things that were discussed during Natural Re—
sources Conservation Week:
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soil samples in order that they will have a better kmowledge of the
proper use of the soil, water and their relatiomship to crope that
should be grown om the land to bring the most momey and greatest pro-
tection to the land from erosion and other damages.
Before we can plan the best use of land, we need to know certain
things about it.
1. Is the land level or sloping?

2. Is the soil deep or shallow, sandy or clayey,
wet or well-drained?

3. Is the soil naturally fertile?
4e Is it stoney and hard to work?

To protect and make the best use of soll, we must stop erosiom.
Sotober

Congervaticn Heek In Uirgiala

If this entire report en the Comgpervation of the Natural Re~
sources in Virginia vas read by adults, it would not be interesting
to them because they do not feel that the smount of time spent in
resding information of this type would meet their needs.

Therefore, we find that it is necessary to point out in & comn-
scious manner the things that would meet their needs in discussions
pertaining to conservation. This subject was approached from the
standpoint of a soil fertility program and soil testing for more
efficient farming through the proper land use. Soil record sheete

and soll boxes were made available at each commumity meeting following

the discussion on conservation of resources.
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5« Imcreases the activity of bacteria, both
fixing bacteria on the roots of
legumes and the free living soil bacteria
that aid in decomposing organic matter and
releasing nitrogen.
6. Promotes gramulation of the soil.
Saptember
The Activivy and Flanning Cammittee of the County Fair Agsoceiatiom
met in the Courthouse Building om the night of September 9th. The pur-
pose of this group is to plan and cutline the coumty's activities in
such an effective way that the interest of the pecple might be kept at
a high level and some educational values received through participating
in these activities.

On September 18th, a group of famm people, ineluding 4~H boys,

N.F.A, boys and adult men and women, met at Russell Grove High School
in the Agricultural Building for the purpose of receiving informatiom
on the best methods of grading flue-cured tobacco in order to receive
the top dollar value from this erop.

Dr. Jomes E. Jeffries conducted this tobaeco grading demon-
stration in a very helpful and interesting mammer that brought memy
favorable comments from our farm peocple. They left with the satis-
faction that a better grading job can be dome by them for future sales.

Fifty-three farm people were present to take advantage of this
demonstration.

Amelia Coumnty extensiom workers held a plamning meeting on
September 28 for the most extemsive drive among farm pecple for taking
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have been produced, we have found it necessary te outline and stress
the necessity for proper housing of corm crops from the weather and
the protection of corm and other grain erops frem insects during the
long winter months.

It has been a pressing need for winter grasing in cur sectiom
of the state for the past tem years sinee livestock production has
greatly increased. For this ressom, we realise the importance of
encouraging farm people to plant winter pastures in order to establish
a better feeding program for livestock in this county and to reduce
the possibility of being compelled to spend needed finance that could
be used wisely for other things needed during our lemg winter months.

Preparation of seed bed, fertiliser, liming and seeding vere
discussed as very important practices in order to secure and maintain

s good vinter pasture. Liming, when needed, plays such an important

part in our pasture program that we stress the necessity for taking

a Soil Sample and point out some of the reascms for liming such as:
1. The principal ressen for liming is to increase
{

4+ Increase availability of phosphorus, melybdenum
and certain other elements in acid soils.




This county, like so many other counties, is desperately in need
of rain at this season of the year, However, farm people are taking
advantage of this dry season to help each other save the grein crops
and destroy the excessive weed crops while the weather is in their
bebalf.

Members of the 4~H Clubs are looking forwerd with great joy to

attend the State 4~H Short Course at Virginia State College from June
29th to July 3rd.
fuly

On the 14th, 15th and 16th of July, the Local Farm Agent served
as instructor and comsultant at the Gardon Lover's Short Course at
Virginia State College, Petersburg, Virginia.

The 17th of July was spent in Ammual Farm Tour and Demonstratioms
in the Mamnbore and Manassa Hill Commmities. Mr. M. T, Carter and
Dr. We L. Wateon served as comsultants and judges of the progress made
in various projects during 1959. Eighty-seven farm people joined the
group om the tour of projects. In the altermocm, the farm Flamning
Committee served dimmer for the entire group.

The consultants discussed with the group things that had been
observed during the tour giving eredit for projects that have beem im-
proved and pointing ocut methods that can be used for comtinued improve-
ment.
dugusy

This year marked the productiom of a good corn crop in Amelia
County. Since, we realise the importance of saving crops after they




entrance to church grounds were relocated and parking areas mapped
out for future arrangement of parking cars.

On Saturday, May 23, the imelia County Agricultursl Advisery
Board gave a Spring Social at Scott's Center for the enjoyment of
farm people and for the benefit of the Advisery Board sctivities. A
pig vas raffled off at this activity and brought the sum of $63.00.
Jupe

On the night of June 4th in the Bethia Cammmity, the Farm and
Home group met to discuss their finaneial problem and also to report
on how much has been done in sccamplishing the objectives that were set
up for the year of 1959. Various methods and mediums were discussed
by which farm pecple might use to increase their farm income to help
carry to campletiom objeotives outlined in this year's program of work.

On Friday, June 19th, a group of farmers from the Chula and
Roeky Hill Commmities met and discussed last minute respomsibilities
of storing a part of their vheat. It has been the custom each year
to harvest and haul directly frem the grain fields because debts had
to be paid from the sale of this commedity.

Because of the low price this seasom, twelve of the farm families
of the two commmities menticmed above, decided to sell omly half of
the crop now and store the other portiom on the farms. One storage
building wvas erected en the farm of Mr. Godfrey Perkinson in the
Rocky Hill Commmmity and he will have space for all of his grain

and will help two other families with storage space. Three others will

purchase on vans that are not in use for storage houses.




On the 18th and 19th of April, the Local Farm Agent met with the
Yard Beautification Committee of Bethis Clmroh and continued work om
our yard project there. Orounds were made level during the month of
March, 1999 and fertiliser, lime and seeds were applied. During April,

walks, layout and femce were erected around the church ground to pro-

tect grass.
By

On May 1, 1959 in the Jetersville Cammmity, the Agent checked
4=H Club boys' yard improvement projects and worked out additional
plans for home ground beautification. A pest control program was
vorked out with an adult, Mrs. James Delamey, im protecting her yard
trees againgt insects in the same commumity.

In the Promise Land Commumity om May 4, 1959, wvhere three new
hoames are being erected, the agent gave information to three families
on how to develop a successful lawn and arrangement of shubbery.

On Sunday, May 10th, six 4~H Clubs observed Natiomal Rural Life
Sunday by giving a program at the Mb., Herman Presbyterian Church in the
Chuls Commmity. Eight 4~H Club leaders were responsible for the
sucoess of this program that was enjoyed by a large group fram eleven
communities in the county emcouraging the 4~H members with their pre-
sence and support in raising finance for the 4~H State Short Course.
Fifty-nine dollars vere given for this purpose.

In the Scott's Fork Commmity on Saturday, May 16th, the agent
is still giving help in church ground improvement to the Bethia Chureh
Beautification Comnmittee. Walks were cutlined and laid off and new
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On the night of March 5th, the Big Oak, Patrick, Rocky Hill and
Bethia commmities met at Bethia Church for the purpose of discussing
Home Yard Beautification and Church Ground Besutification.

Information in the form of an outline was giveam to this growp ia

order to make it simple to follow. Members of this group met Friday
the 27th and Saturday the 28th on the Bethia Church grounds and hauled
in seil, filled low places, plowed and leveled grounds. They alse put

out lime, fertiliszer and seed to grass. They put up a temporary femce

around the grounds in order to give the grass a chance to grow. Ample

parking space was outlined.

dexdd

On April 7th, a yard beautification project that was started

last year by two 4~H Club girls, was visited by the Local Farm Agent

and more information was givem as to the things that can be improved
plans vere made on other things that will

Flanning meetings are being held in the three districts of this
county with leaders om improvement of livestock and disease comtrol.
On April 9th, a meeting of this mature was held with leadership groups
in the Painville and St. James Commmities. It has been cur experience
that many dollars are lost because of an incomplete feeding program
and the lack of disease comtrol in cattle, swine and poultry.

A program of yard beautification has been stressed for several
years for our homes. However, we are giving some time in setting wp
plans for ocur church grounds to be improved.




projects started during the month of February. The Home Improvement
Committee reported that six families started the home improvement pro-
ject—=two in kitchem improvement and four in bedroom improvement.
Mrs. Annette Perkinson, who has been a teacher in the public school

system of this county for 35 years, is chairman of this committee.

Comittee met at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Jacksonm in the Mamn~

bore Cammmity. Mr. B. A. Perry, the Garden Instructor from Virginia
State College, conducted the meeting. Mr. Perry gave an outline of
the important factors to be considered in having a good family g arden
and thirty minutes were alloted for questions to be asked by members

asking the things they wanted to know.

The Farm Community Club met om the night of March 10th at 8 p.nm.
and the County Committee om Gardem Clubs met with this commmity group
in order to discuss information om gardening that they received from

Mr. Perry in the aftermoon meeting.




in liming your soil. For instance, test run on Dunmore silt loam
using 8 tons per acre, indicate that the pH climbed from 5.92 the
first year after lime was applied and reached 6.65 the fourth year
efter the liming application. Lime is relatively long lasting and
is a good investment in permanent soil productivity.
Eebruary
Small Grain Iop DRressed

Mr. James Johmson of the Rocky Hill Cammmity has top dressed
his 10 acres of wheat and 16 acres of barley with 200 lbs. of nitrate
of soda per acre during this month; and, Mr. W. E, Harris of the same
commmity has top dressed his 6 acres of cats and 7 acres of barley
with 200 1bs. of A and L per acre. Mr. Lawson Archer of the Chula
Commmity has top dressed his 13 acres of wheat, 7 acres of barley
and 4 acres of ocats with 200 1lbs. of nitrate of soda per acre.

lawson Archer of the Chula Commmity and Homer Thompkins, Jr.
of the Mamnboro Commmity have applied for Federal cost-sharing for

6 acres each of additiomal hog pasture of ladine clover-orchard grass

for rotational grasing. Both farmers have 4 scres of ladino clover-
orchard grass already established for grasing; however, since the
number of hogs have been increased, more pasture scres are needed.
The family cows also grase in the same pastures; that, is why
orchard grass ir added to the pasture mixture for hogs.

The five Advisory Board Cammittees met Vednesday night, February
25th in the Amelia County Courthouse Bullding to make their reperts om
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January - 1959
County Advigory Beard Agtivities

On the 12th of Jamuary, 1959 in the Amelia County Courthouse,
thirty-eight members making wp the various comittees of the County
Advisory Board met for the purpose of discussing their progrem of
work for Amelia County with the gemeral body of the Advisory Board in
order that all might have the kmowledge of the entire county progrem
of work and pledge support in carrying it to completion. Committees

were gs follows:

1. Agromomy

2. Livestock

3. Poultry
Garden

f.
5. Home Improvement
6. Yard Beautification

Erelect to Help New Omers Improve
On Jamuary 26, 1959, Dre W. L. Wateon, a specialist from
Virginia State College, came to imelia County to offer assistance to
two new property owners vho wanted help in landscaping and yard beauti-

fication, Dr. Watson spemt the day inm outlining and meking maps and
giving information to be followed. Mr. and Mrs. Junius Johnson and

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Scott were grateful for this assistance from

the state level.
A Good Investment?
Here's One That Will Bring
Iou A Good BetwenlliliiilL
Recent tests at the Virginia Agricultural Experiment Statiom in

Blacksburg show us that you can get a good returm for your investment




WHAT'S YOUR EEST FEED BUY? Here is a thumb rule to use vhen
buying. With corn §l per bushel, figure a bushel of cats at 51¢ for
dairy, 48¢ for beef and hogs; grain serginm is worth $1.79 per CWT for
dairy, $1.65 for beef and §1.61 for hogs.

SELL STOCKER-FEEDER CATTIE you are not plamning to carry over
winter. Further price gains next 30 days will be slim and your cattle
could easily lose weight on frost~bittem pastures.

FERTILIZER AND SEED supplies aren't expected to change too much
in price~—buy now if its to your advantage tax wise. New certified
varieties of legume seed should be purchased soon. They are always in
limited supply.

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM NEWLY STARTED EEEF HERDS

1. Mluhﬁ-in“lnht&lﬂohl‘)m—

allowing for culling (old age, poor type, disease
and reproductive failure).

Expect about 10 to 12§ of the heifers to be non~
breeders.

Only about 65% of heifers grown out to breeding
age should be expected to have 2 or more ocalves.

Average calving interval will be more than one
year, unless a definite planned breeding and
calving season is followed.
AUTOMATIC WATERERS will pay off for layiag hens. For s 300~
bird floeck you can expect to get 5,000 more eggs per year using auto-
matic vaterers than fram wvatering by hand.




for resscming that the lack of information on Marketing and Outlock
vas a disadvantage to farmers because too often they planted the wromg
erops and were raising the wrong livestock vhen the markets were de~
manding other farm products that were bringing higher farm income.

This places an unususl respomsibility om Extension Agents in
trying to keep farmers up~to-date vith informatiom om Marketing, Sound
Future Outlook and Management.

These things stated below have been stressed during the memth
of December, 1958.

Qutlook and Mapagement Iipe
There are fast changes taking place all arownd ws. One of the

most important is the increase in livestock production—will make wp

& bigger part of farm income in this area in the future.

For the past seversl months, hog and sheep producers have been
shaping wp for expansiom. Fall pig crop should be 14 to 15% over
last year. Sheep and lamb mmbers likely to be jumped another milliem
or more this year. IS EXPANSION SOUND? The answer is yes in most
cases. Growth in sheep mumbers hasn't been keeping up with our popu~
lation in the past few years. Cattle will be ome of the best ways to
use up the imcreased grain and forage productiom. Build up hogs only
if it improves efficiency—otherwise, p ut it off a year or so.

POCR QUALITY ROUGHAGE in scme areas points wp meed for imcreasing
grain and supplement to dairy cows. Both are fairly cheap and milk
is near the peak price for the year,




in order that assigmments can be made to those who will sssume the
responsibility for carrying them to completion. Selection of de-
monstrations, appeinting committees for special phases of the famm
program and making a plan of work that will meet the needs of farm
people are the main objectives.
The responsibility of major projects was assumed by the fol-

loving committees:

1. Agronemy Committee

2. livestock Camittee

3. Demonstration Cemmittee

4+ Comsmmity Farm Clube

5« 4~H leader Council

6. 4= Junior Coumeil

7. 4~ Avards Group

o s

These are some of the year's activities that have been dome
through Advisory Board, commmity clubs and field meetings with the
various cammittees and groups working together for the common good
for all.

Decsmber - 1958
Doctor Johm R, Hutchinsom said a few years ago that in many

cases more important things go on ocutside a farmer's femce line than
it does on the ingide. Keeping this statement in mind, it stands




growing dairy and livestock enterprises. In 1944 the sale of crops
accounted for 52.0 percent of the value of all farm products sald.
This percentage had dropped to 32.8 im 1949 with sales of livestoek
and livestock products increasing frem 44.9 percent in 194, te 61.9
percent in 1949. Most of this increase cam be attributed to sales
frem dairy products. In additiom to the agricultural production frem
EEEEE ty leans heavily on the productiom of lumber and
forest products. Nearly three~fourths of the county area is in lumber
plants, and in recent years pulpwood production has become important
placing the county among the ten highest in Virgimia for this forest

Sinoce there are no large urban centers in the county, very little of

the agricultural production is marketed locally. The county's total
population is 7,908 with 3,945 or 49% being Negroes. There are 1,098
farme—643 vhite and 455 nom-white.

In erder to give full participation to eur farm people, it is
necessary to chammel our activities through organisatioms. The County
Advisory Board takes the lead in distributing the respomsibilities
among other organizations throughout the cownty. This boerd having
representation from all commmities in the county can make better com-




Amelia County is located in the Pledmont Platesm of Virginia.
Ite land area totals about 234,000 acres of which & percent was in
farms in 1950. The agricultural productiom of the county was ao-
complished on 1,098 farms in 1956, averaging 147.3 acres each in sise
with land and buildings valued at $5,923.00,

The topography of the farm lands 1s mostly gently rolling. The
elevation varies fram 2,000 to 5,000 feet. The county is bounded en
the north by the Appamattox River with water shed being inm this
direction. Soils are made up mostly of clay and gray lesm, with red
clay most common on higher plains. The last killing froet of the
spring usually falls around April 10th with the first killing frost
of the fall occuring sbout October 20th. The growing season between
these two dates averages 192 days. The aversge ammual reinfall is
sbout 42 inches. The summer months are the momths of highest rainfall
vith June, July and August each averaging close to 4.5 inches. Tem~
peratures during Jaruary aversge around 39 degrees, while in July they
average around 78 degrees.

Agriculture is the main industry of the coumty; and, for a long
pericd, this was tered around toba production. Tobscoo is still
a leading crop but dairying and livestock raising have became out~
standingly important in recent years. Incame from dairy products alome
now surpass that from all field crops. There has always been a paral-
leled imcrease in the productiom of grain and hay to sustain the




To anticipate and recognize state agricultural
problems and to soquaint the college of agri-
culture with such problems needing research
attentiomn.

4« To assist farm pecple to organise themselves
into effective groups to meet their problems.

*That Cooperative Extension Work shall comsist of the giving te

persons not attending said colleges in the several commmities and
imperting to such persoms information om said subjects through field
demonstrations, publications and otherwise; and this work shall be
carried on in such manner as may be mutuslly agreed wpem by the Secre~
tary of Agriculture and the State Agricultursl College or Colleges re~
ceiving the bemefit of this act®,

The act is clear and definite by proviling for the giving of
ingtruction and practical demomstratioms. The act sets forth the work
of the County Farm and Home Demonstratiom Agents as strictly educatiomal.
It contemplated a broad and comprehensive work that covers all farm and
hame problems, including econcmic production, econcmic marketing and
the development of better hame, commmumity and social comditioms.




The Virginia Agricultural Extension Service is a public educational
service for rural people irrespective of coler, ereed or econcmics status.
It 18 & cooperative educstional organisationsl organisetion spomsored
by the Federai, State and County Governments. The purpose of the organi-
sation is to carry to the farms and hames in Virginis information from
the U. S. Departments of Agriculture, Land Grant Colleges and Experi-
ment stations in a usable form that will aid in improving the standard
of living of farm people within our cemmonwealth.

In 1914 the Genersl Assembly of Virginia emscted laws providing
for extension in cooperation wvith the Federanl Smith Lever Act. It 1s

known as the Appropriation Act of 1914 (Acts of the General Assembly
of Virginia, 1914 chapter 333, page 700), Required funds were appro-
priated to off set the federsl funds and commty boards of supervisors
vere suthorised to sppropriste for salaries and other costs of county

demonstsation agents. There have been few amendments to this act, but
the original sct remains the same.

Scme of the responsibilities of the Extension Service are defined
in Section II of the Smith Lever Aet as follows:

1. To assist farm pecple in recognising and analysing
their problems.

2. To adopt and extend informatiom and research re-
sults from state and federal experimental work to
all Virginia rural families.




INTRODUCTORY (ecnt'd)

Most of the young people we work with teday through i-H Club work
will not become farmers. Therefore, s broad educational background with

sound guidance and wholesome imfluence is important to equip these
young people for this new patterm of living.

As extension wvorkers, ve must sdjuit our programs and activities
to meet this pattern of living. People, commmities, homemeking and
industries have changed and to a very great extent will comntimue to
change. As professional workers, our minds must be kept ever alert to
meet these changing conditions. The effectiveness of amy county ex~
tension program in these changing times will depend to a great extent
on the agent's attitude to scoept changes and the mumber of well-trained
leaders who are willing to help share the respomsibilities. People's
needs and desires are greater than they were a few years ago and be-
caupe of the changing situations, we must dememstinte our ability te
meet the needs of our people.

Many changes are comstantly taking place in our smrvas of work.
We need to place greater emphasis on comserving our natural rescurces.
The future welfare, the success and happiness >f all the people depend
on the evaluation and comservatiom of our matural rescurces. Urban and
rural pecple should be reached with an educational program that will
emphasise the importance and the campelling need for the comservation
of natural rescurces if we are to comtimue to live and enjoy prosperity.




Because of the changing pattern of rural and wrbem living in
Virginia and the problems arising from these changes in terms of ad-
Justments in Agricultural Extension programs, the Extension Agent will
be compelled to change his subject matter comtemts, areas of emphasis,
method of teaching and program develogpment. Extensiocn Agents are aware
of the changing patterns in agriculture, homesaking and 4(~H Club werk
in Virginia.

Farming has emerged as a profession. The farmer's knowledge of

his business must, of necessity, compare with the same kind of efficiency

snd dignity as any other successful business or professional msm. With
rapid advances in science and techmology, mew knowledge is the most
important and necessary commodity of this present age im agriculture.
The farmer heas become a nev man with a different cutlock on life. His
duties and concept as a citizen have changed. He must share ideas and
responsibilities with urban people now living in the rural commumity.

The 1ife of the homemaker has changed also. We have many com-
munities composed to a large extemt of part~time and non~farm families.
A large number of these women work sway from home. Some of these
women are employed as teachers; many work im factories and some are
domsstic wvorkers. These vomen are locking for leadership and assistance
in homemaking that would make them more efficient for the dual role of
job and family living.
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Trying to maintala the interest and holding older &-H

members has been the area in which ground has been lost

rather than galas wade.

Suggestlons for luprovesent are to try to evaluate methods,
time, and results accurately without bias, continue to use
what has worked and look for new ideas for more effectively

meeting aeeds of Amelia Couaty families.




VII.

N

C. Irofessicusl jayrovemsat
Trip to National 4-il Club Cougress:
There aren't say adjectives la wy vocabulary to express
how much wy trip to the Naclosal 4-H Club Congress meant
to me. I don't feel snyons could go to the Clud Coagress
aad aot come back a better person. 1 do appreciate the
privilege of attending so very much and hope that I shall
be able to make & wuch better comtribution te the 4-H
Club Program Lla my couaty sad ia the state.
Subject matter and general sessions ot Annual Extension
helped Ageat very much. The Agsat foels she needs more
belp ia this ares.
THE LOOK AHEAD
The most sigaificent achievemsut ia 1939 is the number of
requasts la all subject matter fields for help from families
not previously reached aad far more assistence ia more areas
of family liviag by femilies already envolled.
Over & period of yeaws, Home Demonstration work has gained

vaive and importance in the eyes of county people. The Agent

feols the’ ' femilies ia the County (the exception is low

income families who do not participate La any community or
county sctivities) recoguise the Exteasion Service as a
reliable source of Laformation on family living and home

economics subject matter.
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c. Elected Representatives:

Showed to such representatives the Ageant's appreciation

for their cooperation, kept Board of Supervisors Llaformed
on developments iu the Extension Program in the county.
Ilavited officlals to Home Demonstration eveats and 4-H eveats.
d. Commercial Interest:

Cooperate vhenever possible. Try to keep better Llaformed
as to purpose of program, ilavite to special activities,
provide Exteasion bulletins pertaining to their busiasess,
give public recoguition of commercisl supporters of
Extension program.

Agent and Garden Specialist visited all dealers selling
vegetable seed at time they were making their 1960 seed
order.

e. Other Professional Workers:

Had conference with the Home Economics teacher and County
nurse trylng to srrive st an understanding on how to best
correlate our work. Ianvited them to meetings of joiat
(nterest.

Gave to other professional workers ia the County materials
of extension nature whea requested. Iluvited professional
workers to speciil iaterest meetings and overall couaty

planaing.
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Results cf the program are seea not ouly in homes but in
the completed Community Bullding, one new church and work
with three other churches in remodeling.

Methods used in addition to personal visits by Houslag
Specialists and Ageats are tours, nows articles, fair booth,
and bulletin boards.

The quality of work dome by both Housing Specialists,

Miss Mary Sectle and Mr. C. D. Wheary, in Amelis Couaty

is outstanding. The results of the work in Housing has

also been one of the most successful public relations

methods used. Indications are that requests for help in

this field will iancrease.

More progress has been made with Farm and Home Development
families on the home side of family living than in aay
other subject matter field.

Progress ian lic

4. General Public :

The geaeral public has respouded very favorably to speclal
projects aad tours by attendance, requests for follow up
material.

The Agent is pleased with the evidonces of interest and
support of the Extension Home Economice Program.

b. Co-workers:

Kept in constant touch with couaty co-workers and Laformed

of their plans and program.
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and helping for four yesrs with the Rursl Life Sunday
program for four churches given by our club.

I have participated in snother phase of promotiang 4-H by
belping with a survey finding people interested in
organizing a commumnity club in another part of the couaty.”

Gail received three honors in 1959 which she felt were

largely the result of her 4 trainiag ila lesdership.

1. Gail Lush of Amelia was crowned Queen of the Six Couaty
4-H Parade ia Crewe ia May by Cougressmean, Watkins M. Abbitt.
(Honor secured by haviag most outstanding Achievement Records
in the six counties.)

2. D.A.R. Cltizenship Award from Amelis Couaty.

3. All Star from Amelia Couaty.

Special Consideration

Housiag:

The Housing Program in Amelia Couaty has been one of the
most satisfylag and rewerding phases of work the Ageat has
ever undertaken. In 1959, 14 familics have received
{ndividual belp in remodeling or building new homes. This
program is typical of any year since 1954. Requests for
bulletine and related problems as kinds of paints, etc.

occur almost daily. Move and more local people are realiziag

help is available.

The physical results as well as the attitudes and satis-

factions of families who have beea worked with are rewardiag.
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served as & Junior leader and during that time have helped
primarily with food projects, recreation and sctivities of
4-H.

As a Junlor leader in Food Project I have helped 15 girls
in my local club. However I have done some county work
slso. One way I help ia & county wide work is to aid out
agents and leaders ia all day food lnstruction meeting.

(5 club and 1 county meeting, one was televised on WXEX
on February 28th.)

I also help the girls with their records, urge them to
participate in the County Coutest, give publicity to the
county fair, speak individually to the girls sbout eatering
an exhibic, and give demoustr-ations.

Ao interesting experience was planaing a program oa good
nutricion for a school assembly for the Amelis High School

on May 20, 1958. 1 was chairman of a committee of 4-Hers

that planned this program. We gave the results of a county

survey ou the eating habits in Amelia and thea preseated a
skic depicting the results of poor and good mutrition. There
were two families - the Mo Pep family and the Viavigor family.
I have helped several years with the County Share The Pun
Program. This year I was in complete charge.

Another Junior leader and I were ia charge this year of the
Honor Club Tapplag om April 3, 1959

I have helped promote 4-H ia the commmity by helping plan

and narrate a P.T.A. program givea by our club on 4-H work,




B. Leadership Story
The Ageat feels the outstanding achievement of the Amelis
County Home Demounstration Program has been ia the traianiag
and contribution of local leaders - adult and juaiors.
The junior and adult program is organized so that a high
percentage of local people have an opportunity to develop
and use {ndividual taleat and potentialities.
County Howe Demonstration and 4-H Club leadership has
developed uatil the number of home demonstration members
who will not accept some club office because of leck of
self confidence or leadership traiming is very small. A
larger number of organizations with smaller membership has
provided great opportuaity for individual growth La leadership.
Gail Lush is the most outstanding example of a 4~H member
in Amelis growth in leadership. The Ageat has taken the
followiang Laformation from Gail's Achlevement Record to
tell her story:
“Leadership is a must in wodern American life and where can
one find a bettar opportunity for development of this ability
than in 4-H work, Participation i{n the 4-H Club program
has given me tralniag in parlismeatary procedure, presidiag

over meetings, planaing programs of all types, prepariang

booths and floats, giviag demonstrations, serviag oan

committees, plaming and appeariag ou radio and TV, and
in wany other fields of leadership. For four years I have




LEADERSHIP

Growth of Leadership

1957 1958 19359
Overall program leaders
County Agricultural Extea. Service Board 15 8 4“8

2. Howe Demoastration Club Leadership

1955, 1956
. organizational leaders 61 6l

« pr). leaders (subj.Matter) 2l 87

+ fed. Prog. of wk. chairmen 15 1 ¥

. program dev. leaders 13

« result demounstrators 16

tralalang meet. by spec. 2

. tralaing meet. by Dist. Agt. 2

« training meet. by agent 10
No. trainiog meet by others
Attendance at all trainlog meet.
No. Meet. held without ageat 7
Demonstrations by leaders L
Talks & discussions by lsaders 194

3. 4~H Club Leadership %&
Overall Youth Leaders

!!!5
+ club officers 5

« adult project leadars 24

junior project leaders

. result demoustratious

« tralaing mt. by specialists

« training mt. by Dis. Agt.

« training mt. by Ageat

« traiaiag wt. by members

club departmeat

No. trainiog mt. by others

Total attendance at Ld,Tr.Me.

Ho. 4~H Leaders trained ifadv.

No. club mtgs. held by leader
without ageat

No. additional club meetiags
at which ldrs. assisted

No. demonstratioans glvea by
adult leaders

o, demonstrations givean by

Jr. leaders

2
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Efforts to increase scope of Howe Demounstration Work:

These efforts have paid good dividends ian 1959. This does
not show up in incressed membership but results are largely
among familios working with limited time and non-members
1. The use of key county leaders sot already belang used

in organized program on Home Economics Nutritioan Committee
and General Interest Lighting Comaittee. The committees
have used schoel children and other civic orgenizations

as & means of getting information on lighting sad nutritiom
Lato more homes in the couwnty.

2. Better use of bulletin rack to distribute bulletins.
Exhibites at Fairs.

3. Placing more emphasis on Home Demonstration Members
carrying ianformation to non-members by makiang this one of
the pin requirements for two years.

4. Organized groups making special effort to reach non-
members in special interest programs.

5. Better Publicity. - The County Reporter for Howe
Demonatration work ia Amelia, Mrs. J. B. Mason, has done
an outstanding job with publicity in three papers, The
Farmville Herald, Blackstome Courier and Richmoand News
Leader.

6. Special interest programs, tours.

7. Latters, visits to families Agent koewv hed defiaite

{aterest.
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keop records, devalop skill and podsc ia che 4-U club
girl. 35ix 1050 wvianers satered Districc Contest April 12
a Farmville, two firet place wlnners, all girls received
ribbons. Gall Lush and Carel Ann Williems won blue ribbons
L0 Btace Contestis, Amn Cordon Jeakions woa a §50. warbond
1 Health.
?. Camp and Shor: Course « 12 4-H Club members atiended
tate Short Course. &0 Aamelia Couacy 4-H members betweea
the sges of 10 and 14 lefc for Cap Farvar, Virginia Beach,
on Monday, July 6. They were uadexr the leadership of
Mre. V. 6. lualord, Mrs. C. F. Hardy, and Extension Ageats.
4 club wewbers and 1 leader atteadod Conservation Camp.
These Lrlps meau: such to club members and coantributed to
over-all enthugissm and support of 4~} work.
10. Feirs - Amelia 4~H clubs put up 4 educational booths at
County Fair vepresentiang all 4~ clubs. 2 blue, 2 rved.
Humber of LIndividual junior exhibice lmproved Lla quanicy
and quality over 1958.
IV. SCOPE OF WORK
A.
JA935 1936 1937 1938 1939
No. H.D. Clubs or groups 3 i3 4 i3
Mesmbership 297 286 253
Mo, 4~H Clubse 13 13 12
Membership 173 182 155
No. Home Eo. Committees i 1 1
Ho. General Iat., Committees 0 1 2
No. Youth Committees 0 3 3
No. Farm & Howe Dev. FPamilics 32 54

No. Other families reached 350 350
Ho. Differeat families reached 650




mty Shars The Pon Progra 2 acts

ounty Share The Pun, ?5 club members

Count Publd eaking Contasts and A Togran was
hald April with 12 A-H Club members en lng contest. The
speakers were outstanding. Senior winner - Aan Gordon
Jenk{ns who entered District contest.

irelia County participated (a 6§ County Parade by puttiag

loats in the parade. Gaill Lush was selected Queen on

he basis of her outstanding record,

6. A movie atudio had nothing on the G. B
odoesday. February 18, when nine girls

4~H club gave a food demonstratioa which appean
February 28th, between 8:30 and 9 a.m. on star
Petorsbursg.

leadors, boys, and parents were on hand for

7. Rural Life Sunday - Rural Life Sunday obsarvances wore

held {n 4 communities. Agent appointed committee Lu sach

area composed of 4-H leaders from churches in area and gave
leaders waterial to use. BExteosion Agents geave speclal
help to co e where aeeded,
8. Contests - Purpose of contests was to stimulats more
aterest in 1 quality club work and recognize members

od job, to evaluate 4-H club work, give

o outstending club girls, and teach how
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The quality of work done by girls euxolled was good;
Junior Leaders 414 good work, weakaess Ls that a larger
aumber of girls were not veached with project lastructions.
Amalia County Wiaser entered District Coatest im Bread,
Dairy Poods, Meal Proparation, Dress Review, and Public
Speaking. Gail Lush was & District Wianer and woa a Blue
Ribbon ia the State Meal Preparation Coatest and Carol Aan
Williams a Blue in Share the Fua Contest.
$ummary Earolled Complated

Locking Your Best 0 26

Cleothing II 12 11

3read 11 11

Pood Presarvation 4 “

Meal Preparation 65 49

Home Improvement 9 7

Leadership 12 12
The Ageut has been tryiag to lmprove quality of project
work, even though the sumber of girls has not Lacreased.
See Leadership Story Question V « B. ~ Pags 32
QOther Activitiss
L. 4-H Clubs served county wide Pancaks Supper aad dance
for County Coumecil.
2. The 4-H Clubs sponsored a Christmas Jance for benefit

of Cosmunity Bulldiang and 4-H County Council on December 27.

3. March was a red letter wouth for 4-H. Amelia County

4+ clubs held the Couaty Share The Fun Program; winners
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and an laterestiog flower border. The last stop was at
the Irviag Morris Home where a well plasned yard and farwm-
stead was shown with attractive grounds around the farwm
bulldiags. A picalc supper was pleaned at 6:30 at the
Morris' with cach person briaging his own. The Couaty
Cowirll provided plates, forks and a beverage. Pollowing
the supper a 30 minute program for tapping new members of
the Amelia 4-H Honor Club sad the recognition and howoring
of the voluanteer leaders was beld, 26 leadars were recog-
alzed and 8 Honor Cludb members were tapped.

Ann Smith participated ia the District Howe Grouads
Boautification Contest.

The project was successful ia the amount of Llatevest
created and public support galaed from Couaty people.

125 envolled ~ girls -~ completed 109,

Other projects:

Project instruction was givea iadividually and in aelighbor-
hood groups by leaders im Food Preparation, Bread, Outdoor
Cookery, Pood Preservetion, Clothiag I, II, and III, Howe

Improvement and Home Management .

Agent was responsible for tralning leaders, helping adult

and junior leaders plan meetliag and dewonstratioan, secure
project instructions, vecords, and Lllustrative material.
There are 4 organised groups in Food Projects, 3 ia Clothing.
Other work was dous by leaders helpiag 1-3 club members.

Two special Laterest meetings were hald on Outdoor Cookery.
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Jeauary - lmproviag Rural Mail Boxes - Barl Booser
Ideas for Parm Signe - club mewber
Making Eacrances Attractive - club member
4-H Mesory Books - Mary Villisss

February - How to Pruns Shrubs -~ Sarl Booser with club
uenber asslisting.

Recosmendacions for fertilizing lawns - Boozer

Contast demonstrations by 4-H mambers - arranged by
Mary Willisss.

March - Iasgct Coatgol - Barl Booser - Movie from V.P.I.

Contest demonstrations by 4-H members - Willlame
April . W « Barl Booser aad

e & Mary Villisss
Nay - Colleccing snd Pressiag Flowers - both Agsacs
June « The Amelia County 4-H Council held & Yard
Improvemsat Tour on Mondsy afterncon, Juns 13, at 3 p.m.
as & climax for the county-wide project ia Howe Grouands
Beautification, All 4<% sad Home Desoastration Club members
were invited to participate, 85 club sesbers and pareats
attended. The group assesbled ia frout of Amelis Cowrt
House and went from there to see the boxwood garden at the
home of Mra. Ollie Boyles. Por the second stop, & short
demonstration on how to make & landscape plan for & new howe
wes given at the homs of Mr. & Mrs. Hiram A. Holmes which

was in the pz of ton. A land Specialist

-y

from V.P.1. gave this desvastration. The third stop was at

Mr, & Mrs. Willias Steagel's to show & well-laadscaped yard
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meatings to be held. A worship service was planned for Sunday
moraing. The week end was not given over eatirely to work
and worship though, members enjoyed sports, swimming, and
dancing for reereation.

All Houor Club meubers have been active Junior Leaders ia
1959. Gail Losh and DeWitt Whittington were takea Lato
All Stars at Short Course.

4. Couaty 4-N Project Plasnisg Comsittes

The Amelia County 4~H Clube held their project planaiag
meoting (n July to plan 1960 program. This committee
selected Safety as a club project to be carried by all
Amelia 4-H Clube duriag 1960.

4~ ect

1. County Project - Home Grounds Beautification selected

by Project Plamming Committee for sll clubs. Plaas will

be adapted to mmet needs of local clube, Hows Ageat plans

to use Jr. and adult leaders in adepting and carryiang out
plans.
Moathly Demonstrations:

November - How To Take A Soll Sempls - Rarl Booser and
club membeor.

ow To Mulch Flowers & Slwubs - <lub member.
ldentification Contest - Mary Willisms

Decesber - Quidoos Lishting for the Lew - Serl Booser
Ghcigtuas Percy & decorations - Mary Willieme
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the County and clud leaders; 58 mambers. In 1959, the
County Couaclil placsed specisl events for the couaty such
as the Six-County 4~H Parade, County Share the Pua Program,
iural Life Sunday, prepared educstional booths for Cousty
Pair, sponsored 2 gveats for the County Commmaity Building,
Rescues Squad sad County Council Pund, plauned for 1959
Mational 4-¥ Week, Public Spesking and Avards Program and
County Coantests., The Council approved plans for Yard
Improvemeat Pveject Instructioan, plaaned Covaty towr te
yards, aod & Leader Recogaitica Program. The Council alse
provided camp scholarship to Jualor Winmer la Couaty evear,
and sponsored an officers trailaning meetiag.
3. Heser Club apd ALl Sears
All Stars tapped § sew Hosor Club sewbers at Couaty
Recognition Prograsm Juae L5th.
Mesbers of the Aselis County 4-ll Honor Club wmet Priday
sorning, July 3, ia the Conference Roowm ot Union Bask
and Trust Company, Amelis, to plan for the workebdy o
Junior Leadezship to be held at Virgials Besch, July
11 and 12. Offtcers of the club for the coming year are:

Bocky Morris, President; Hennsh Cassel, Vice Presideat

Boanie Lush, Secretary; Jisay Paul, Tressurer and Reporter.

Mras. Viley Paul, Mre. Irviag Morris, sad Jismy Besser,

an All Ssar, were ilavited to ssrve as sponsors of the club.
Vhile at the beach, the 11 wesbers planaed their year's
sctivities and programs for cach of the quarterly
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national average. Moreover, this production was sc-

complished without a siagle dollar being speat for labor.

The family's goal for the near future is to produce
300,000 pounds of milk per year. He thinks be can ac-
complish this by Lsproviag the quality of the cows and
the quality of the roughage.
This farm is ia the Parm and Homs Developmeat Program
which is a special Extension spoasored program in a few
counties, Amelis belng one of the counties.
Both Mr. & Mrs, Thoranton are college gredustes and both
taught school in Powhatan before their marriage. They
have two attractive children; Jay 7%, and Carolyn Lee 4.
Etheleae Thornton Ls President of the Winterhas Howe
Demoustration Club aad (s proud of her husbasll's accomplish-
wents. She assists in the farming operation by keeping
all records and books for her husband,

III. COUNTY EXTENSION PROGRAM - YOUTH

A. Orgaaisation

1. County Youth Council and Couaty Youth Committee and
Amellia Extension Agents have been studying vays and mesns
of strengtheaiag Youth Program for past three years.
Amelia County has 4-H County Couwncil, Advisory Planaiang
Committee, and Homor Club,
2. Gouaty 4-B Souscll
Anelia Couaty had an active 4-H Cousty Council for the past
yoar. Two meetings were held, Jenuary 13th and July. The
senbership is made up of all officers of all 4-H Clubs in
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Limitat lons of time and money meke it necessary for them

to take an active Linterest only ia those activities which
are directly comnected with farmiag and the home, aamely
Howe Demoustration Club, end the P.T.A. They attend the
Baptist Church, As time goes on, they bhope to be much

sore active lan community clubs.

Mr. G. D. Kite, Extension Agricultural Bagineer, selected
the site and located the milkiag parlor and pole bara for the
tramp shed. He furnished plans and made suggestions for the

future lay-out. Then during the following eight months

Thoraton erected a 52 x 70 foot pole bara, a three stall

elevated milkiang parlor with overhead feed storage and
adjoiniag milk room. Thoratou did all the constructioa
work by himself.

Bfficiency i the keynote of thkis operstion and Ls centersd
about the milking parlor, plpelice milkers, bulk tank, sad
sutomatic feedars were lustalled in the beglaalag. Average
wilking time is about one hour and fifteen wminutes for 25
cows, the milking time being determined by the time it
takes the cows Lo cat their graia. Thoraton says, "“With
pipeline milkers and sutomatic feeders the operator can
give his undivided atteation to the job of milking".

Last year with a hard of 25 cows, grade Holsteins and reg-
istered Guernseys, Thoraton's records show that be produced
270,000 pounds of milk with an average butterfat test of

4L. This rate of production is more than double the
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his business from nothing into & going concern in three
years.

Ia 1955 he was liviag in Powhatan and operating & dalry
farm with his facher when he decided that he's like to
have & farm of his owa. HNe desired & sodern, efflcient
dairy operation sad a comfortable, wodera howe which were
not to be found for sale ia this area within his financial
meaas.

In August of 1955 he purchased 203 acres of land, 120 open,
with no buildings and no improved land. The firet cou-
sideration wae to select & site for his home and farm
bulldings. That wiater he started construction on & six
room, ranch style home. The family moved to Amelia County
in the fall of 1956,

The Thoratons share & mutual Laterest in makiag thelr howe
s better place to live fa. Planaing shead plays a big paxt
in the lives of the Thorantons. With the help of V. P. 1.
Specialists sand the Amelis H.D. Agent Mre. Thoraten hes
worked out loag rauge plases for landscapiang and home

furnishings. Each year a certsin mmwount of mooey Ls set

aside for these projects. Because they have a plaa this

money can be used to greater advantage.

Mrs. Thoraton has had help from the Ageat ia doing meay jobs
arouand the house to make it more Livable. She has made
dvapes for several rooms, rewpholstered a sofa, and framed

and huag plectures.
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Home Ageat is tryiag to keep program together au
requests from families. Recommendatiouns of Farm ao
Davelopment Committee wae used to dotermine pro
Problems listad by Committee and agents in work
families:
1. Uarecognized aseeds in family liviag.
2. Lack of thorough planaing.
3. Too many femilies do not kuow the extent of hal;
through this methed,
Objectives recommended by Committee:
1. Help families analyse needs and onditions. Meay hav
varecognized aseds.
2. Complete food plan « family evelustion - live at howe
Program.

8. foods - sutrition - home preduction and preservation.
V. Explain progrem avetlable to aay fanily -~ one person ia
each area to contact family and Agents.
4. Emphasize to fami{ly the gpportunities of 4-H Clul
othar orgeaizations offer young psople,
5. Help families see complete fimancial picture
possible supplementary Lacomas.

a. Record keeping and finsncial goals.

Story of Family: ~ Joha ¥. Thoraton femily.

Few youug mem are going late farning todey sad fewer still

are golag late it in the way Joha Wilsou Thoratos of Amelis

County has. ie Ls a dairy farmer who has literally develope




Toure:

Two other tours added (nterest and enthusiam to the 1959
Home Demoastration Progrem.

April « A tour of Richmond by chartered bus was plaanned

for Wednesday, April 1, by the Jetersville H.D. Club. Both
old and sew Richmond were visited. 41 members stieaded,
Members of other H.D. Clubs were invited to jola ia the
trip to the Fine Foods Bakery, the state capital, Con~
fedarate Musoun, S5t, Joha's Church, and the Virgiaia Nuseum
of Fine Arts.

Yovember - 353 h.D. members from Amelia County weat to WRVA's

Studio Party Novesber 6th. Pletures of old homes frow the

County were tha H.D. Pesture for the day. PFollowiag the

Studio Party the group was comducted on & tour of the T.V.
Studio, Virgiania Museum and Joha Marshall House.

Parm and Home Development (Farm aad Some Management).

In 1959 100 fomilies received assistance through the Ferm
and Home Development approach. There are 20 complete units.
Home Ageat - 19, Agricultural Agent - 61. These familles
were selected by @ committes of local leaders from the
Board of Agriculture. Ia 1959 the Ageats coutinued to

work with thece families plus other [amilies who need and
will accept asalistance la Farm and lome Mesagesent. Letters

were seat esach month to Farw sad lowe Developmeat Families.




an

a buffet dinner and Lllustrated talk on homes of

historical ianterest by Mrs. William Jefferson and Judge

Valeatine W. Southall. § pictures were used on TV program.

Community Preojact:

A second outstanding community project for Amelia County
Home Demonstrstion Clubs ia 1959 was work done toward
completing payments county community buildiang, ia addition
to supporting projects planned by the Board of Directors.
The Amelia Home Demonstration Clube donated food and
served a buffet dianer to 350 persons in June to raise
money to complete community building kitchea. Dincer and
dance netted $600. Landscape Specialist from V.P.1L.
worked with committee and Home Agsnt ia plaaning grounds.
Members and Agent feel very proud of the completed
building.

Gounty Pair:

Twelve of the thirteen Home Demoastration Clubs put wp
educational booths at the County Pair - 6 blue and 6 red
ribbons. The Agent was very pleased with the quality of
these booths. Each booth was on a different topic of
work study during the fair year - October 1958-1939. A
great deal of Lnterest was showa L(a the quality and aumber
of exhibits, Howe Demonstration Clubs aleo supplied

leadership for superintendents La open classes.
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snd 1 church of historical interest in Amelia Couaty oan

May 8th ia observance of Home Demoustration Week. Judge
Valentine Southall acted as tour guide and prepared histori-
cal sketch of each place visited; Grub Hill (St. Joha's)
Episcopal Church, Dykeland, Redwoor, The Wigwaw, Haw Braach,
and Woodlaad.

Exhibit st County Fair: The Amelia Seaior Home Demonstration
Club sponsored & Blue-Ribbon educational booth at the Amelis
County Fair, held October 8-10, 1959, featuriag 101

plctures of old homes and buildings situated in the County,
with a map pla~pointed to show the location of sach dwelling
and buildiang. Subsequently, these pictures were moved to
the Union Bank & Trust Company, Amelis, Virgiais, and dis-
played ia the lobby of said institution. The plctures,
representiag masy miles of travel and many hours of work,
wore the result of the comblned energles sad endeavors of

Miss Selina Hiadle and Mre. William Jefferson, co-chalrmen

of the project, Miss Riandle furaishing the transportation

and Mro. Jefferson doing the photographing.

Year Book: The 1960 Amelia Couanty Year Book Committee
requested that Valeatine W. Southall prepare a ‘Capsule”
history of Amelia Couaty which will be printed on the first
two pages of the new lome Demoostratéon Year Beok.
Achievemeat Program: County Home Demonstratlon Achlievemear

and Awards Program to be held on November 20th will feature




Other Activities

Amelia Historical Project (imcludiag Home Demonstration Week,
Achievemeat Day, and TV Program on Chammel 12, Nov. 6th.

In 1959, the Amellia County Home Desvustration Committee
began work on a countywide project; first, to stimulate
avareness and ilnterest of citizens of Amelia County ia the
history of the county and second, the taking and preservation
of photographs of all old bulldings in the Couanty, and the
obtaining of, insofar as possible, lateresting facts about
the constructiomn, past owmership, and history of said bulld-
ing. In addidon thereto, the adopted project includes the

collection of old photographs, as outright gifts or for the

purpose of reproduction, of old structures vhich have already

passed out of existence. The ultimete goal of this project
is to preserve these photographs and the laformation collected
in some safe place where they will readily be available to
those interested therein. Advisors for the projects workiag
with the County Howe Demounstration Committee are: Valeatine

W. Southall, Mrs. Prancis Wright, and W. P. Bradley, Associ-
ate Extension Bditor. Mr. Bradley took difficult plctures
and slides and advised club commitiee how to improve pictures.
His laterest and assistance made project possible.

Club projects ia 1959 were:

May - lonal X,

88 Home Demoustration members and friends toured 5 homes




C. Resulte:

The Health and Safety Program has scarted weay families to
thisk of the importance of Safety snd lome Preparedansss
for ewergaacies.

Work on the Rescus Squad has besa cutstandiag. Six clubs
had @ repressuiative of the Amelis Gouncy Rescue Squed
demonsirate o cthem the equipmeat used by the Rescus Squad.
Howe Demonaliac.ea Clubs heve givea woaey and supplles to
the Squad.

Polio shot clinies are hald sach londay in the Health
Departmeat. Stailstice show maay porseas La Aswlla County
heve ot hed pelio Lsmualzetioa.

Amalis Couaty High School does have driver education
course (with uvader wheel iastruction) (a the 1959-60

eosslon,

1007 of Hows Lemsastratica mewbers aaswering questionaire

report maklag cheages to make howw safer.
Agent is glad progrem will be soatioued Lo 1960 s so
many eveas have just been touched.




(3

latevesting and wall recelved Lo clubs. 608 of Nome

at lon > enswer Lag quest loaalire report
uslng (nformation irom the desousirasioa.

j. Podereilon Progrem of Work - Health snd safery

A. Vhy Sclected and purpose of preject:

L. To stimulate sore ilaterest L(a Mmiis County on the
importance of family bealth - firet sid, sound ssatal
hoslth program fov femily, end to suhe Asmlia County
families Safety coascious.

2. Polace o W stressed: Safety is avery fanil/'s Zespon-
sibilicy: foods fow heslth; Lighting for health, commualty
first ald courses; sponsor adult polie cliale for third
yoar; mass 1.5, Jrays.

B. Methods:

L. The folloviag program wes fellowed ia all Nows
Pesvastretioa Clubs. Two County plamiag and training
moatings for LI club chairmea ead couwnty chalrmea were
held April 23¢d and Septesber 30th.

May - pollo shots and cancer laformatioa.

June - the vescue squed.

Juiy - plans for ilrst sid courses ia commualties.

Augus: & September - driver ecducetieca.

October & Hovesbe: - home prepavedmess for Civil Defease

ax! et geoc o8,
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2. Wethod deconstration ia L) clebe. Pebruary - Pelacing ~
exterior & latewier ~ leaders; Mavch - Good Lighting - House
Puralshing Leaders April - Vorkshop - loderaising lewps and
shades - Uouse Muralshiag Leaders.

J. Two leader tralalag seetiags for leadecs by Speclalist
for Pebruary, Maseh sad April.

4. Spocial work with 14 families requesting help for
problems ina lousiag.

5. Bome visite, to families with projects waderway.

6. News article, give publicity on dalpy avellsbie in Houwsing.
7. Bullecting, vory logortant to [Lll vequests.

8. Pair boothe oo Bulbs for EBvery loed; Nowsiag Helps oa
Stovage.

¢. Results:

See Question VI « A for Housing Repert Page 4.

‘o llowe Ageat bes been dinappoiated La the lack of respoase
to the Lightiag. Vor sost faniliss Lo Amelis County good
lighting is aa wecogaised ased. The § result desoa-
straticas are sutsisading. Leadars end Power Coumpeny Home
Lconomist gave lightiang deswascration (o clubs sad commualiiy.

This (s & loag tioe progras and it is boped later yoars will
show wore faverable results. Thirty-three perscas atteaded

the demonstration oo paiats end floer fialshes snd care.
Miss Nary Settls, housiag Specialist frem V.P.I., conducted

the meeting. These descastretieons s isterior palats were




4. posslog & Neuen Purnishineg
A. \hiy selected and purpose of preject:
1. To stimulste o desire for mere confortable houses,
ape-lal emphasis on rumniag weter and storage sad
lighting. lejor esphasis has besn jiven to permscsat
bome sprovesents lor paet 5 yeers.
2. To contimwe resgult demonstrations which are underway
2 Amalla Covaty and work with iasxcosced fanilies
request lng halp. Use 6 desoostrations ia lightiag o
methods of teaching on dMffereat cccasions.
5. Methods:
L. Vork on goals set uwp by General Intevest Lightiang
Gommittes in Pabrusry.
Hoeds listed by Committee:
1. Good Lightiag is uarecogalsed msed of Amelis Couaty.
2. Bow to ronch femilies in counly.
). To seach what is good Light.
Ob jectives:
1. Create sn swareasss and lmportanes of good lighting
to Amelia County femilies.
7. Coomicies to wehe contacts with local merchants to
stock Gpproed [ixtures and po.lLadie lLampe.
Goals for 1959
Educational progies to weke Amelis Couaiy people uwp s to
the ased for isproviag lightlag - pecrsoasl need of each

femily. 100 fapilies spply inforsvsiion to imgrove Lightiang.




o)

4. Bulletiae fer roquests - very lapovtaant.

3. 8ix sews axticles.

6. Couaty wide tour to euphasize Yard Improvemeat, lousing,
sad liowme Moaageooal Prectices Lo Hay.

7. Continue work with sevea resuli ‘eswastrations. Verk
with iadividual fanilies done by Aselstant County Ageat
workiag with Fara and Homwe Develogmeat Pamilies.

8. Peir Booths - Shrube for Contlouous Besuty - Trumille
liome Demoasiraclea Club.

c. Results:

Vork la stimulec.ag pride ia the appoarsnce of howe grouads
has been gretifyiag ia 1959, The County Extension Service
is a recogalsed source of Laformation oa all types of

needs and probloss on Home Ground Beautificetica. Requests

for assistence (rom local families ca these problemes cecur

alsost daily. Aa estimated 300 white femilies have used
assistance ia Yard lmprovemeat ia 1959, There are also
excelleat pubiic relstlons betwes: Lardea Club, dsalers

*ad Exconsion Sexvies, all of which are promotiag Howe
Ground Boautl. ca. . oa.

Most outsieadiay sccouplishment wes chat the 1959 Gounty
4~H project wee llowe Grounds Desuiiiicstion. Questiea III,B

Page 24. This is story of outstanding subject matter pro ject.




Magy bomemakers wiih greatest tise probles are workiag

or tied down w0 the polat chat sbe dossn't get to prograne

o bely her. Othor howsmakers wiih Lime or soaey problems
do wo. recogalse problens a8 omes they caa actually fiad
belp Lo solviag.
- Yard Imprevenmus
4. Wy selectod sud pucpose of project:
L. Te stimuiste interest la value of well placned and well
kopt home growsds.
2. To halp feuilles requesting assistance (o plasaning home
grounds .

interested
3. To tesch all/liows Demcustration cowbers priaciples of
plasaing flower bovders for contliowous bloom and flower
arvengesents - chureh or dried.
b. Methods:
1. One special interest mesting by L. B. Wilkias on
vegetable gardens.
2. Mr. Lo B Vilkine, Vegetable Specialist, and the Home
Ageat visited & losal dealers whe sell vegetable seed. The
purpose of this visit wes to help deaiers to choose recem~
mended varletlep bafore placiag thels 1960 seed order.
3. Two method dospastrations (o all 13 Nowe Desoastretion
Clubs by Agent ia May ~ Plaaniag Viewer Border for Coatlououe
Sloom.
Juoe - Flower Mrsugesant (dried or chureh) - all givea by
local leaders.
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6. Belp thres families on kitchea, two on lauadry ualc.
Coat laue work on 11 result demounstrations uader way.

7. Taix Boothe,

8. dpecial Latersst growp on recends and fsmily fliasnces

ia Auguet.

9. Special Lateres: meetiang La August on Buylag of

Family Clothes.

c. hesults:

Ma jor results ia improved Neasgesnal are veflected ia the
evareness of Amelia County femilioe of the meed for bely

i record keeplog, re-evalusting of family gosls and
standards, end belp on buyiang prectically every phase of
consumer goods for family aeeds. York with ladividual
families sad spocisl laterest mweellngs ave discussed uader
Farm and llose Dovelopmeat, Sectien D, page 18

The mumber of familles (club mesbors and soa-uembers are
about equal) requosting laforwetion oa bow Lo buy equipment
Ls gratifylag.

One tangible result ls requests frow couaty bomemakers
asklag for help (o lmproviag wsasgewent prectices year
sfter year.

Failures or weakanss of progrem has beea Ageat not followiag
with detailed help to individual families emcept in Farm
ond Bows Developsunt Femilies. So weny homemakers do net
kaow enough about family flesaces o be able to sec complets

financial ploture
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2. To help Amalis County Homemskers reallze the Laportaace
of femily flassscial plasniag and sveate sa laterset la

devoting time to this phase of hosssakiang.

3. Te teach bawic needs to consider in buying equipment.

4. To contioue workiag for laterest in coavenleat kitcheas,
lauvndry centers and ruaniag watsr fer all families in
Amelia County.

5. To try co give howsnakers more holp sad sethods ia
evaluating cthe job of bomewaking.

Ageai's Goal - Te txy aew sethods '» give Amelia Councy
hosseakers sore Lasight of the laportance aad need lor
anslyzing and lLyroviag menagemea: practices Lla bomesakiag.
b. Methods:

L. Oas wethod Joswastration ia all thirteea clubs -~ Lesders
gave 7 , Ageak .

July - Buylag Leuairy Equipmeat.

Jaasvary - Special Istersst Meetiag - Preperiang [acose Tax
Returas and Chaages ia Soclal Security Laws.

2. Oune leader ctrelalag weeting for lowe Mesagoment Lesders
ia June by Specialist.

3. Do individewal work with fanilios wader Farm end Howme
bevelopseat . Lephasise records, fewily plamatay - loag aad
short cerm, time stedy, wonthly sewsletter.

4. & news ar:icles.

5. Bulletine - very leoportant - sost used method.
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Never did the Home Agent feel she would be able to say that

the most successful demonstration she gave in & year would be

on Nutritian' This wes trus in September 1959. PFood For Good

Health was the topic of the demonstration givem by the Ageat to
all 13 clube. This demonstration highlighted posters showing
the differeat nutritions needed for good health The Ageat used
actual foods im making up the different food groups. Club
members then participated by beiag certain nutrieats (example -
Vitamine C) and assesbling foods containing this sutrieat. The
results of this demonstration was very satisfylag, as so many of
the club members axpressed a real iaterest Lan the demoastration
Idea for demonstration giveam Ageat by Mrs. Mary Thompson, Food
Specialist. New methods used in the County that have proved
effective were: Newsletters plugging bulletins, extensive use
of Bulletin Racks, exhibit of bulletins at grocery stores aand
Fair. All Howme Desonstration Club mewbers reporting Lodicate
they have used food information and given laformation to 175
additional families.
The Amelia County Health Department has done excellent work ia
Hutrition, especially ia the schools.
More nou~club members have asked for help ia Food, as well as
other fields of work in 1959, thea ia say previous year.
2. Home Management

A. Why selected and purpose of project:

1. ALl topics to be studied La 1959 program will esphasize

bectter management of homemaker's time, energy and money as

related to program topic.
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4. Bulletios to be used as followwp for all method
demoastretions in food and special requests.
5. One radio program devoted to food and sutrition for 3
wonths. Feature local pesple on throe prograse. Program
discontiaued ia April by redio statican.
6. Club members carry laformatioa to other people following
each demoastratioca. This Ls pla requirement and wes one
of wost successful methods used for past two years, in all
subject matter flelds.
7. Falr booths.
L. Yeast Bread & Veriations - Hansboro Home Demoastration
2. 5::)::. featurlag Basic 4 Foods - Mattoax lHome
Demonstrac Loa Club,
8. dews article - ome to festure food leaders and autritlon
committee program.
9. June - Specisl Interest Mesting on "Outdoor Cookery
for 27 wenbers.
10. Newsletter - plugglag bulletine sad meeting.
C. Results:
The Agent feels the 1959 Nutritian and Pood Preparation and
Preservat ioo Program was sost successful. Hesults of the
long-time Nutritlan Program are evident ia the lLacressed
county iaterest ia Hutritional Projects, Food Preservetioa
and Preparation to save food value, It is difficult to galan

adequate figures to verify the results, but the Ageat is

confident 400 white families used Laformation gained iLa the

food program ia 1959,




B. Subject Matter

i.

Butriticn sad Peod Preperstion

a. Why selected and purpose of project:

L. To work on goal of Amelis County Nutrition Commities
and to stisulate an latevest for all people ia Amelie
County ia the importance of good mutrition and to make
available to families requesting belp, iaforwatios on
planaing meals for good health.

2. To fill all rvequests on how families can plaa to make
saximm use of howe produced sad conserved foods.

3. To give information to all Nome Demonstration Clubs on
Christmas Food Suggesticas, Plasalog Well-Balanced,
laterest iag Moals, Using Yeast Beeads & varistions and
Meat Carving.

b. Mecthods:

L. betailed plasniang by Couaty Wutrition Committee i(a
February of ways to resch and laterest move Amelia Couaty

families L2 basic 7 Laformetica.

2. One leader tralaing meeting by speclalist for tweaty-six

food leaders to traia leaders ia September.

3. Three method despustrations, for all 1) Home Deswastration
Clubs.

September - leau Planaing for Geod Wutritiom - Ageat

October - Bread - Yeast Bread & Variations.

Sovember - Meat Carving.




A. Orgaaisatices

Couaty igriculturgl Evieasign Servie jeard

All Ixteasion Agente is Amslia Couaty lLavited repressatstives
of the Lightlag Cmssiitee, Bome Ecomsics Committes oo Hutriiiom,
Gemeral [aterest Commiites ou Parw & e Levelepssat, Touth
Committee, five Agriculiwrel Committess, sad Couvaiy Bowme
Demoustret ion Comsiitas o & meeting o organise Cousty
Agricultural Extension Sexvice Board, on October 1|, 1939. The
Fgoup dld aot orgmnise st this time but decided o study
problens and aeeds e ~— .

1. Setritiss Commi iee - Rstablished Octeber 1936 - 6 mesbers
5 meetings - Nre. §. . Jackson, Chatrumm.

2. Yowth Commities - Letablished 1957 - 3 wembers - calerged -
some activities combiaed with 4-il Oty Council - set 8§ times.
3. Hewsiag - Firsc vork on Lighting - ovpeaised Jasuary 1958~
9 membare - Mr. J. 6. Dickersoa, Cheaivwen - 4 meetiags.

4. fexm & Bown Dumloumant ~ cvgeaised 1958 - wet ) times -
U bt

3. gouaty Bume DempaEiresies Cowsiites - meets twics & yeer -
13 sambers - Mrs. . §. Nerlows, Chaivess.

Lach omaicies worke with Couaty semis with loag ead shori
tern goals Lo their subject metter fislds. (Complete details
ia loag Time Exteusion Progres Amelis Cowsty.) The tetal
Home Ecoaomics aasd o progrems im LJ55 have beea based oa

County meeds rogiized by the $Hire v ommitioss sad wothode
used were reocoumendations of the comsittess for 1959. Details

ia Sectioa B.




There are uot say .acovporsted towas or Ladustry other thea
soweills and o milk receiviag plant. Aselis hes recsatly rashed
@mony Virglale's ten highes. pulpwoed producing coun: les.
wcal busloese wpenis on fara famil.ss.
Edvees ion:
Hedisn years coupleted - Male 6.9, Pesale 7.5. Ome consolideted
bigh echool, 2 smsll suhoels for white, same for coloved.
Parm ownership - full cwmers - (1934 consus) 673; pewt
owasre - 183; all tensats -~ MOR.
Electricity is sveilabie to say fanily is Amelis Couaty who
con pay for it. Telephoos coverage 8 good; two commwalsies
lack phoae service.
Healsh & sefecy;
Amells Couaty has thwree doctors - | ol Meambore end I &t
Amslia Court House, & dentist fouwr dups pev week. Thave Lo
o public weter supply ov dispossl eysiem.
Leczensioa:
Asmlie has ooe drive-in thester, ome sthletic field with lights,
cne Golf Club & svicming pool and club hwuse (available caly
to members), one wuuity commumity bulldiag, gym, vooms, kitchea
facilities, specr: dor dances end 4 rwral commmity bulldiags,
chuwch rwsroation facilities, driviag distance of Peswville,
Crows, Blackstons, iichaoad, Petersbuzy.

I1. COUNTY SXTENSION PROGRAN - ADULT




5. COUMY SITUATION
General laforwmeciou About People:
Amslia Couaty which wes & tobsceo county L8 recogaised as
@ county with & diversified agriculture, outstandiag in milk
production, iacveased sumbers of Lmpvoved beef cattle as well
a9 producing 4 cypes of tabsceo, s mmber of emcellent poultry
flocks, hogs and an incressing swmber of sheep.
In 1955 the total populatien of Amelis County wes 7,908. The
area of the couaty ig 366 square miles or 234,240 scves.
Forestry products account for 3.3 of the income of the couaty.
1a 1944 the sale of cvops sccounted for 52.0 per ceat of the
value of all ferm peoducts sold. It dropped to 32.8 por cent
in 1955, Ac the same time livestock end livestock products
sales went from 44.9 per cont in 1944 to 61.9 per cent ia 1955,
Most of this iacrease cen be stiributed to the sales from
dairy products.
Harketing of most products is to the cities of FParwville, Crews,
Blackstone, Richmond, Petersburg, ead Worfolk.
In 1945 wo had 1227 Soewe. In 1955 we had 963 farws, o
reduction of 264 fewwe in 10 years while the total land ia
forme incvessed by 3,000 scwes. The average sise of farwe
incressed from 130.1 soves ia 1940 to 153.2 ecves ia 1955,
Aselis Couaty hes 583 vhite farm familiss and 196 wa-rural
fomilies, 435 uou-white ferm families.
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Mr. J. G. Dickerson is Executive Vice President of the Union Bank
and Trust Company. He has a weekly column in the Blackstone Courier-
Record. These articles were published after Agent had completed
Narrative Report.




Ehasas of Noxk: Livestock Disease snd Paresits Comtrol

Pexsonnel lavelved: §. L. Kalisem, D.V.M.
Esgesntage of Time Paveted o Pxeject: 100%
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