lesson, it is this: Empty pocket-books om the farm do mot turn the wheels

of imdustry im our cities”.

 EEEEEEEEEERN,




and pasture crops. Along with these chamged prasctices om a very high

peresntage of the county's ferms has come anm 1 in the ber of

livestock kept on the farms. The trend is very definitely toward greater

sumbers of beef cattle, dairy cows and sheep. A number of people are
going into the raising of turkeys and chiciems om a coumercial scale. The
development of wore and better pastures continue at & rapid rate as

constantly incressing of phosph and lime are being used om both

nev and old pestures.

It appears mow that we are in the peak of the cattle cyele price
wise. Next year's prices will be lower than this yesar and likely will be
lower sach succeeding year for two or three years.

The Agriculture Stabilization amd Comservation Program, furnishimg
phosphate and lime as grant of aid material, has been & tresendous help
in obtaining greatly incressed acreaje of pasture aad hay.

The agents feel that in the coming year, with the Lelp and cooper-
stiom of the several agriculture agencies, great strides can be made toward
further improvessat of the county's agriculture and the well being of its
people.

Incressed net fars incoms during the past years has brought
fermars to chance to improve their farwe and buildings and living standards
in gemeval. It is essential to the welfare of all groups that such net
incoms is available to efficient farwers in years to coue.

The importance of a good met farm imeoms is very aptly stated
by Dr. Paul Saunders, Editor of the Southera Planter, "The farm family has
bocomS & m8 jOr customer of industry. Agriculture has become a dymamic

foree in the American economy. If this gemsration has learnsd one ecomomic




to feed and clothe, of social security, burdemsoms surpluses, wore inflatisa,

leaner hogs and just over the horizan dried whole milk. Ve find our farm
population steadily decreasing with only 1 persom in 7 living on a farm and
a trend toward larger and fewer farms. With the above we have labor-saving
machinery and modern farm "kmow how” to help to make the family farm of
today different from what it was & few years ago. Forty years ago it took
35 man hours to produce an acre of corm yieldimg 26 bushels; in receant years
it took omly 17 man hours per acre and the yield was 38 bushels.

It is gensrally agreeded that the farm policy lag will be with ue
for at least another year. There is nothing im today's outlook to indicate
that the serious gap between farm techmology and farm policy will be closed
or marrowed during the next twelve months. This situstion, uswally called
the “farm problem’, is of moumting comncera, not only to farmers direectly
iavolved, but to imdustries selling to the farmer and industries buying from
him. Compled with today's suwseular techmology, & healthy acriculture means
bigger markets and stable prices plus abumndant supplies.

During the past nine years the farmers of the county have shown
a greatly incresased interest ia the proper wse of their land. Im this seectiom
of the state usually the amount of moisture aveilable is the limited factor
in erop ylelds. Thus, it is tremsendously important that rainfall be conserved.
A large smount of our rainfall is lost by rum-off which also carries with
it a serious problem of soil erceion. These two great problems sust be
solved if we are to maintain & high stamdard of liviag among farw people.

The Extemsion T.V.A. Ferm Unit Dememstration farus in the ecoumty
are an excellent example of what can be sccomplished by proper lamd use.
These farmers have shown the way by decreasing row crops and imcressing hay




Survey Report of Rockbridge County samd this report was distributed to
farmers, real cotate agencies and school libraries. A supply was

aleo made svailable for the tesching program for the three vocatiomsl

agriculture schools im the county and for wee of the 25 persoms attendimg

the Agromomy School held for eredit at the Fairfield High School im
Jesusary.

Messrs. G. W. Pattesom, A. J. Harris, and Z. M, K. Pultom
eompleted the work with and published durimg the year Bulletinm 510
entitled "Classification of Land Ownership im Roekbridge Coumty” of the
Virgimia Agriculture Experimeat Statiom. This bulletin was extremely
well gottea up and is being widely used throughout the coumty. Recently
& Tequest vas received from the Superintendeat of schools office for
twenty-five additional copies for use im commectiom with the teaching
program.

Assistance was given Mr, II. Burks Domald, purebred Hampshire
svine breeder, in prowoting amd conducting a tour and meeting of his
breeding and feedimg operstioms. The tour imcluded visits to his wodera
farrowing house and feeding barn.

The ageat attended the Imstitute of Rural Affairs at V. P.1.
alomg with eight men from the county. A total of twenty-nine men and

wvomen sttemded this outstandiag anmual eveat.

Ve find ourselves today in an era of rapidly expanding population




looking ahead - in order to better derstand the of

results to be expected from making various adjustmeats to changes affecting
the farm, the homs and the family members.

There is a growing apprecisation that the complexities facing
modesn-day farm families are such that they have to make & smuch wore care-
ful smalysis of their problems and opportumities, and develop & wore care-
fully outlined course of action in relatiom thereto, if their efforts are

to bs repaid with adequat ic and femily satisfactions.

As tise permitted the county amd home demonstratiom agemts
eontinue to wor: umder this program with three families. The Ximnear,
Moore and Perkins families have all made some progress with their plamaing

and good results are expected to follow durimg the eoming year. At least

one additional family will be added to the program this next yeer.

The forestry program inmcluded imstructions om mana;ewsat of
farm weodland, fire preveantion, selective cuttimg snd reforestration. The
ageats eooperated with the State Forest Serviece in educational work on
this prograu. Field mssetings were held with the asssistance of the Extensiom
Porester at which time various good forestry practices were discussed
with the group. &<H club boys and girls were also given instructiom om
sane ement of woodlaad.

An aves forestry meetinmg and dimmer was held at Warm Sprimgs,
Virgiaia to review accomplishments and to plan for the comin; year.
Virginia Forest Ine. arranged for the msetinmg with the West Virginia Pulp
and Paper Coupany as host.

There were obtained during the year 2350 coples of the Seil




described the event as & "womentous occssion” in the history of Virginia

agriculture and stated further that he wished to theak the heirs of lHarold
7. McCormick for making this living wemorial possible. Dr. Hutcheson
accepted & portrait of the inventor on behalf of the college.

Dr. . N. Youmg, director of the Virgimia Experimeat Statiom, cited
the imveation of the reaper as "ome of the primeipal opening wedges” in a
tremsndous expansion of Americam agriculture.

Roy C. Hopkins, vice president of the Virgimia Electric and Power

Company, presented V.P.1. with s painting of MeCormick successfully

4 ing his per for his family.

The Cyrus Hall MecCormick Farm (Walaut Hill), consisting of 635
acres was acquired im February 1954 by the V.P.1. Educatiomal Foundatiom
as a gift from the MeCormick family. Om January 1, 1955 the Virginia
Agricultural Experiment Statiom received the farwm from the V.P.1. Educatiomsl
Foumdation, starting its operatiom as a branch statiom of the Virgimia
Agricultural Experiment Statiom om July 1, 1956.

There are approximately 450 acres of open land and 185 acres of
forest on the farm. Approximately 250 acres are iam permsnent pasture, 60
acres im supplesental pasture, 30 acres ia alfalfa (50 - 60 acres plammed),
and 90 acres in a rotation of corn, suall grain and clover-grass hay.

The livestock flocks and herds comsist of 150 breeding ewes and
115 beef cows.

The farm and homs development approsch in extemsion is intended
to achieve more satisfying living for farm families through imtelligeat
plasaing for the future regarding the orgamizatioa and operatiom of their

farm and their homs. Emphasis is placed om the future - omn plamaing and




V.P.1. Judging this year's contests were: Mrs. Phyllis Moir, Editor, Woman's

News, Roanoke Times; Dr. Leonard Feddema, Exteansion Horticulturist, V.P.I1.;
and Mr. Fred A. Gross, Assistant Cashier, Colonial Amsrican National! Bank,
Roamoke, Virginia.

Messrs. Burn, govermment official from West Cerwsny, and Bing, his
eseort and interpreter, visited ia the coumty several days during the first
of the momth. They accompanied the ageat and judges ou & tour of the Buffalo
lsprovement Lcagus omne afternoom and the mext day toured the Experiment
Station at Stecles Tavernm and visited several mearbdy farus.

uffalo Commumnity received an homorable msution sward and prize

momey of $50.00.

1X. MISCELLANEOUS
The twenty-ninth annual susmer school for rural ministers was held

this summer at V.P.1. with approximately ome hundred twemty-five in

attendsnse. $5ix ministers attended the sehool from Rockbridge Coumty.
Barly in the year the agent notified esach of the ministers in the couaty

of the time of the school and urged them to attend. Ruritan Clube and

governing bodies of the churches were d regarding scholarships for
sending ministers and their wives to the school.

The farm on which Cyrus MecCormick invented the reaper (Steales
Tavern, Virginis vas dedicated August 15, 1958 as V.P.1.'s new Shenandoah
Valley Agricultural Experimeat Statiom.

A fair group of farmers attended the first field day and approxi-
mately one-half were from Rockbridge Coumty.

Dr. Jobha R. Hutchesom, presidemt of V.P.1. Educational Poundation




Tussday, March 11, 1952 and has beem in comtinmuous operation since that
time. The officers at preseat are: Presidemt, E. P. Glemm; Vice President,
Dr. George West Diehl; Secretary, Miss Mary Margaret Deacom; and Treasurer,
E. Malcomb Reid.

One of the many projects engaged im at present is that of develop-
ing the Palmer School as a Community Center. The Palmer High School was
comsolidated with the Collierstown High School and the Zffimger High ichool
vas created. The elementary grades were comtinued at Palmer., In the fall

of 1957, The Buffalo C ity 1

ag insug ted the wmo for the

use of the vacated property as a community center. Under its management,

the property was d for this purpose. It is now opersated by a Board

of Mamagers representing esix of the commuaity orgamizations - Oxford Presby-

terian Church, Mt. Horeb Methodist Church, Effinger Ruritam Club, Murat
Woman's Club, Palmer Home Demomstratiom Club, and Rapp's Church as well as
the Buffalo Community League which still comtinues to serve as "‘the spark
plug”.

The work of remodelling the school for community purposes, aided
by the staff of the Couanty Agent and specialists om architecture and land-
scaping from V.P.1. This work is still im progress and will comtinue as
finances come in for it.

The Palmer C ity L was rep ted at this year's awards

luncheon by Dr. Ceorge W. Diehl, Vice President, and Nelson 5. Andersonmn,
(original Secretary of the League when forwed im 1952). Alsc presemt was
David A. Jacksom, County Agent. The lumeheon was held at hhe Patrick Hemry
Hotel November 17 and was spomsored by the Agricultural Committee of the

R ke Chamber of C ce ia P iom with the Extemsiom Service of




shipping plant foods to the poimt of usage on the farm rather thaa to
a mixing plant to be mixed, based down, later grouamd, remixed, handled
a second time, bagged and finally tramsported at sdditiomal freight or
trucking expemse to the point of comsumption. Im addition, some sort of
filler or conditioner must be used in practically every mixed fertilizer.
This costs momey and adds to the weight which sust be bagged and transported.

Substantially all agromomists agree that hhe important sspect of
fertilizer usage is to apply the required and ecomomically correct amount
of plaat food - that for most crops the time snd method of application
make little or wo difference im results.

Four farmers in the county each bought ome of the latest type
“three-way' Gandy spreaders during the year.

Commumnity lsprovemsnt League - The Buffalo Community lmprovemsat
League comtinued im 1960 the good work started in the previous year. The

League fumctioned during the year as the simgle unit in the coumty of its

kind. la.uhi sonthly meetings were hald and a number of worth while

pro jects were umdertaken and completed. A community picnic was held during
the summer and & community fair vas promoted durimg the early fall iam
cooperation with the Ruritam Club, F.F.A. Chapter and 4~ Clubs serviag the
larger area. An old meeting house buildimg has been restored and is being
used for religious meetings.

The lLeague purchased during the past year the abandoned Palmer
Graded School for $500 and are remodeling sems for use as their Commumity
Cemter. Plans for the resodeling of the building were made through the '
assistance of Mr. C. D. Wheary, Agriculture Extemsion Engineer of V.P.1.

The League wvas formed im Palmer School, om North Buffalo Creek,




each Wednesday by Extemsion Agents in the ecoumty or their guests.

Extension T.V.A. Selssted Use Progrem - Ia Jemuary of 1955 wr.
G. R. Epperson, Associate Extemsion Agromomist at V.P.1., notified the agents

that Rockbridge Coumty had been selected as ome of six counties in the
state (outside Temnessee Valley Watershed) to demomstrate with selected
farmers the value of high analysis T.V.A. fertilizer materisls. The
objective of the program is "To develop and promote an educational selected
wse sales program for wide scale imtroduction and adoptiom of T.V.A.'e
fertilizer meterials and hizh analyeis mixture made with T.V.A.'s fertiliser
materials, and to promote those fertilizatiom practices which will lead

to maxism efficiency in fertiliser use”.

In the last tweaty years tremsmdous advamces have been made in the
developmsnt and production of high analysis fertilizer waterials.

Very receatly an entirely nmew type of fertilizer spreader has been
developed and is now in production. This spreader has three separate
compartmsnts, one for nitrogen, one for phosphate and one for potash. The
rate of applicatiom of each can be separately vegulated so that literally
any ratio or analysis can be applied.

Concentrated high analysis, readily dirllable materials, plus the
thres compartusnt spreader, uake poscidle ias inlleviry, adventages to a
farmer wiose farming system, land terraim, crops, ete., permit applyimg
plant food by this new method:

1. A saving in plant foed costs up to )51 - probably averaging

about 25%.

2. 354 to 501 less tomnage to haul and handle.

3. The application of any plant food ratio - even to changimg

the ratio in ove portiom of a field as sowpared with amother.

Necdless to say, the impressive savimgs stem primarily from




through their Cooperative.

The Shen-Valley Buying Station was completed and opemed on October
7, 1958. The statiom is located near Greemville im Augusta County and is
to sefve principally livestock producers im Augusta and Rockbridge Counties.

The statiom opemed with a large group attemdimg durinmg the day and evening

and should promise to be a great service to the 150 meubers of the Coop im

Rockbridge Coumty.

The ageats along with app imately 535 bers of the loeal uait

of the Shen-Valley Meat Packers, Inc. attended their annual weeting at the
Virgiaia HOuse Restauramt. Mr. Dic: Reeves aad Mr. Swecker, public relatioms

officer and buyer, respectively, reported ning the op tions of the

Coop last year. The Coop 1is im real good fimaneial shape and appears to be
definitely "out of the woods".

Agricultural Stabilization snd Comservation - For the past several
yeaxs the local ASC office was located im a te building from the

L

Extension office but now both are housed im the same building. This move has
brought about am ever closer working relationship between the agencies and
added comveniences and help for our farmers. The county agents assisted the
ASC Committes in developing the program for the county and im holding their
elections. The Extemsion force publicized iaforsation omn the time to sizm
wp, vhat could best be used and how they could best be used, and how they

esuld get the maximum benefit owt of their p All £ wvere

encouraged to take full advamtage of the bemefits to be derived from parti-
eipating ia this program.
During the year arrsagemsuts were worked out for represemtatives of

the y to p t ph of their pregrams and work several times a year

over Station WREL. This is a farm news program put on for fifteem minutes




The agent attended the State Amnual Meeting of the Virginia
Soil Conservatiom Districts as a supervisor and appeared on the progras

on Jamuary 19. Two skits given by this grouwp depicted the right and wromg

mathod of holding board meetimge. The agemt played the part of seecretary

to both groupe.
Throughout the year the agents cooperated with the Supervisors
of the Natural Bridge Soil Conmservatiom District and the techmicisms of
the Soil Conservatiom Scrvice. Many individual comtacts were made by
the agents to encourage farmers to partiecipate im the district program,
and that of the Soil Comservatiou Serviee in workimg out plans on imdividual
farms. Arrangements were made for representatives of the Soil Comservation
Service to presemt differemt phases of their work throughout the year
over Station WREL vhich was opened in Lexington om Novewber 15, 1948.
Shen-Valle; Meat Pagkers Inc. - This cooperative, ome of the largest
in the eastern United States, has been in operation for the past mine years
and has exerted a zood influence om livestock prices paid in Virginia

and nearby states during that time.

The agents alomg with Ray lotimger, Nelson And » Barl P

and Leomard iiotinger met at Staunton alomg with s coumittee from Augusta
County to consider the feasibility of establishing a buying statiom by
Shen-Valley lieat Packers Inc. It was decided to establish suech & buying
station preferably about ome-half way between Staumton and Leximgton and
om or near Route 11. A similar statiom established approximstely two years
ago in Madison County hae proven highly successful and the two committees
felt this would be true of the proposed mew statiom and that it would aid

greatly to the convenience im the two counties in the matketing livestoek




Compliments

LOCHER SILICA CORPORATION

Glasgow. Virginia

Telephone CLifford 8-2836 or CLifford 8-2837

Producers of Industrial Silica Sin

LOCHER BRICK COMPANY

Incorporated

Glasgow, Virginia

Genuine Handmades TUNNEL KILN

Machine Moulded Colonials Smooth - Texture

Special Shapes Sanded Finish - Buff

Telephone Glasgow - CLifford 8-2853

Manufacturers in Virginia Since 1847




Compliments

of

BANK OF BUCHANAN

Organized 1899

Member FDIC

Compliments

of

JAMES RIVER HYDRATE & SUPPLY COMPANY

Incorporated

Dolomitic Limestone Products

Buchanan, Virginia

GRASS LAND FARMING

Alfalfa On A Farm In Botetourt County

Perennial havs and pasture are the backbone of the livestock
farming and dairving in the district. The acreage of land suitable for
crop production is limited. but there are large acreages capable «
ducing excellent hay and pasture Many critical slopes that eroded
under row cropping in former years are now protected with grass

Alfalfa has become the principal hay crop. Several farmers now
use the first cutting for silage, a thing rarely done before Orchard
grass is often seeded with the alfalfa especially in swales and on steep
slopes since alfalfa alone is not sufficient to prevent erosion under
these conditions. More than 15000 acres of perennial hays have been
established on district cooperators’ farms

Kentucky blue grass and white dutch clover are native pasture
plants in the district. However. regular applications of lime and fertiliz-
ing materials must be applied to get the yields and ground cover need-
ed. Orchard grass, Kentucky 31 fescue, ladino clover, and lespedeza in
various combinations are seeded for the establishment of new pastures
and where reseedings on old ones are needed.

Some 63,000 acres of pasture have been treated and over 15000
acres have been seeded under the district's promotion. ACP cost share
has been a big factor in getting so much of this conservation practice
on the land.




HUFF LANE FARM
Catawba, Virginia
Home of Mr. Eileenmere 1095

Grandson of two International Grand Champions

Phone 2091 New Castle, Virginia

Good Pasture Is Good Soil and Water Conservation

W. H Womeldorf Rockbridge County

IKENBERRY AND GARST
Fertilizer and Orchard Sprays

General Merchandise

Daleville, Virginia

CONTOUR STRIP CROPPING

Hay In Alternate Contour Strips

ech Farm. Rockbridge County

Contour strip cropping has been one of the most popular and
effective conservation practices in the district. Strip cropping not only
helps to maintain the physical productivity of the land but also tends
to increase vields by conserving moisture and reducing the loss of top

soil and fertilizer

Strip cropping is not a single practice. but a combination of good
farming practices. It employs contour cultivation, sod waterways, crop
rotations. cover cropping and other practices. The strip cropping system
maintains the maximum amount of ground cover for the greatest pos-
sible portion of the year and provides for the growing of row crops in
a systematic arrangement with close growing crops which serve as
barriers against erosion

Over 16,000 acres of contour strips have been laid out and estab
lished in The Natural Bridge Soil Conservation District. Today, many
of the strips have given way to permanent vegetative cover due to the
trend toward more grassland farming. Many of the fields that once
displayed the trademarks of a conservation farmer are now in beauti-
ful stands of alfalfa. However, most of the farmers, having realized the
value of contour stripping. still follow the strip lines vhen they reseed.




ROCKYDALE
Crushed Stone
Agricultural Limestone
Top Quality
Your conservation dollar brings
The best return when you buy Aglime

Ample supply from our new plant

Dial DI 45555 Roanoke, Virginia

ROCKYDALE QUARRIES CORP.

Complhiments

of

THE EAGLE ROCK BANK. INC.

Eagle Rock, Virginia

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

FARM PLANNING

Valural Jrtge

These decisions are then recorded in the Plan of Conservation
Operations and outlined on a Conservation Plan Map for the farmer

In the twenty years of operation. 1,920 farmers have become coop-
erators with the district. Of these 1576 have prepared complete con-
servation farm plans. Many changes in farm ownership have taken
place since the district began operation. This has been greatly accelera-
ted during the past ten years. At present there are 1,139 complete farm
plans being carried out




FARM PLANNING

Helping farmers plan and apply complete conservation plans for
their farms is one of the primary objectives of the Natural Bridge Soil
Conservation District. This means using each acre for which it is best
treating 1t accordir to 11s needs for continued use and

suited
sustained production

To help accomplish this the district, through the Soil Conservation
Service. furnishes a land capability map showing soil type. slope and
degree of erosion and i ¢ of a nlanning technician It
the technician's job t nterpret this capability map to the farmer

to peint out the na es and treatmen's for each acre

farm that will result in a sound conservation plan. With

mation the farmer decides how he is going to use his land

capability and the conservation practices he is going to apnly
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WOODLAND CONSERVATION

Eighteen Year Old Lob

fferson National Forest

Woodland

servation efforts of the district and
hese are tree planting, woodland management and
and grazing

practices. Am

improvement, se tive cutting, and protection from fire

The district. through the SCS Technicians ¢
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Natural Bridge, Va
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LIBERTY LIMESTONE CORPORATION

High ¢ im and Dolomitie Limoestones

ne and Sand

wone AL 4-2031

Buchanan, Virginia

RING'S PUREBRED FEEDS

WOODY CHEVROLET SALES. INC.

Manufactured by

THE ALL NEW CORVAIR

ROANORE CITY MILLS. INC,

Roanoke, Virginia

Lexington, Virginia

Telephone HO 3-3151 or HO 3-4091
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W. S. CONNELLY & CO. “

;: First Line Famous Webster Brick

Agricult Supplies It
AP . | Weblite Building Blocks

Field & Garden Seeds

1402 South Jefferson Street WEBSTER BRICK 0.
INC.

Roanoke, Virginia

Box 780
Dial DI5.0449

Roanoke, Virgini;

Shackelford - Cox Truck &

<7\ THE DAIRY CHEF Says:

[J=o EAT BETTER...
1202 Orange Avenue, N E | Lo SPEND LESS...

Roanoke, Virginia %. ENJOY:
Phone DI51595 DAIRY FOODS
please Come 10 see us ROANOKE S MOST MODERN DAY
PHONE DIAMOND 4-5501

Machinery Company

7 Sizes of Farmall Tractors
McCormick Farm Equipment
Remington Chain Saws
New Idea Farm Equipment
International Motor Trucks

Lease or Purchase

International Crawler Tractors

Back Hoes, Scraper Blades
and Loaders

FARM DRAINAGE

Increased production by draining of flat lands, formerly too wet
to produce to their {ullest potential, has enabled farmers to use protec-
tive grass cover on more of their sloping fields. To date, 32 miles of
open ditches have been constructed and 39,299 feet of the tile have been
laid. The district encourages the use of tile where it is practical for
drainage. Properly installed tile drains require little maintenance and
are long lasting

Digging Open Drain Diteh On Buhrman Farm
Botetourt County




Compliments

of

BANK OF FINCASTLE
Established 1875

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

CRAFT IMPLEMENT CO.
Sales and Service

See Us For JONMN DEERE

Buchanan, Virginia
Quality Farm Equipment

AL 4-3861

C. W. Sandridge, 1950

C. W. Sandridge of the Brownsburg community was the first
farmer in Rockbridge County to cooperate with the Natural Bridge
Soil Conservation District in preparing and applying a nplete con
servation plan for his farm

It was through the efforts of SCS Technici Carl Lively and
Aubrey Holmes and District Conservationist E. Koontz that Mr
Sandridge decided to become the guinea pig for Ros ridge inty on
April 17, 1940, With the helj the te T { and put
into operation within the next few vears g rvatior n for his
154 acre farm: contour strip cropping for his cultivate and, sod
waterways, conservation crop rotations, improved pastures, wildlife
the rebuilding of

borders. woodland improvement and protection, and
fences to fit the lay of the land and retire steep land to vegetative cover

Neighbors laughed at the crooked strips and said he could never
follow them That was 20 vears ago and Mr Sandridge is still using the
strips. His only regret is tha® the stripping was not hegun 20 vears
sooner At the time the plan was prepared vields were low and gullies
had begun to creep up the draws. some so large they could not be
crossed even with horse drawn machinery. Today, sod waterwavs have
replaced the gullies and yvields have trinled. A 40 cow grade A dairy
now provides a comfortable income for Mr. Sandridge and son ("harle<
M., who some day will take over the farm in much better condition than
his father received it 24 years ago.

i3




MONTGOMERY LIMESTONE CORP.

Christiansburg, Virginia

Phone EVergreen 2-2431

Crushed St

CONSERVATION PAYS

Save the Soil and Water and

Bank Your Profits with the

ROCKBRIDGE NATIONAL BANK

Lexington, Virginia

Member FDIC

ne

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

atch On Herb Chittum Farm, Rockt

Wildlife population has increased greatly during the twenty years
of operation e Soil Conservation District. This is evident from the
increasing number of hunting licenses sold each vear

No doubt this increase has been influenced by the conservation
farming method of the farmers within the district. Contour strip
cropping, though primarily for erosion control, provides food and cover
for farm game especially the bob-white quail. Many farmers have
planted borders between woodland and cropland which provide food
and cover and utilized areas, otherwise useless, for wildlife

The district has cooperated with the Game Commission by furnish-
ing technical assistance for constructing water holes and making
clearings on National Forest Land. The Game Commission also fur-
nishes seed for planting food patches

County Gevernments have cooperated by furnishing prizes for
food patch planting contests among boys and girls in the district

Farm fish ponds provide recreation for the owners as well as their
town friends Four hundred seventeen ponds have been stocked and
are managed for fish production in the district
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Compliments of VIRGINIA FARMERS
— UNION SERVICE CORP.
THE FARMERS &

Farmer Owned & Farmer Controlled
MERCHANTS BANK

f Craig County Paints Seeds Hardware
And Farm Supplies

Fertilizers Feeds —Tires

New Castle, Virginia

Botetourt County Division

Your Deposit Insured Up To
£10.000 .00

Local Office
Buchanan. Virginia

WISE & WADDELL, I'i(. FORGET-ME-NOT
INSURANCE FLOWER SHOP
‘Flowers For All Occasions
Surety Bonds
9 W. Washington Street

1930 C A MAIER

*hone HO 3-2
Lexington, Virginia PRy IO S Sericea Growing Posts Being Used For New Broiler
Lexington. Virginia On Thin Shale Slope House Were ¥

ne Seedlings In 1939

= C. A. Maier of the Spec Community in Botetourt County became
CYNOILDS MOTORS " v W . first cooperator in the Natural Bridge Soil Conservation District
- ':\1 T THE FIRST NATIONAL igned a district agreement March 22, 1940. The SCS techni

BANK . Minnicl

tion plan for each of the 111 acres in their farm. The

assisted Mr. Maier ar s son Bernard in deve

FORD

Trucks, Tractors [ w tle, Virginia \ r o had tasted soil conservation as TVA den ration farmer
¥ Machinery in 1936 (when County Agent Billy Lyne and Agricultural Engineer J
arm Machinery

Valler started them contour strip cropping on a field and Forester
O'Byrne had helped in a bit of reforestation) were eager to

Dial 2001 New Castle, Va pread conservation over the entire farm Some of the practices applied
ial 2001 Ne stle,

Sales Service Established 1917

were contour strip rotations on all cultivated fields, treating permanent
- - — -

_— — = rastures, control of gullies with rock dams kudzu and sericea, and
HARPFER & AGNOR, INC. v . ; planting pine seedlings on steep. thin areas Some of the neighbors are
.. P WILLIAM G. BEAN, JR. reported to have ridiculed the crooked rows around the hills and the
Tractors Far!n \.hrhmery Insurance Agency extensive applications of lime and fertilizer. but Mr. Maier stuck to

Parts & Service Fire Auto Life — Livestock . his plan as he found continuous improvement in both vields of crops
Feeds — Seeds — Fertilizer

and appearance of the farm
Hospital — Accident — All Kinds
Mobil Oil Products With eighty-four years behind him, Mr Maier has turned the
. BILL BEAN, LEXINGTON farming over to son Bernard .He now uses his retirement and a trusty
Lexington, Virginia

wheelbarrow to construct water impoundment structures on some of
Phone HO 3-2233 HObart 32141 the farm water courses

i1




Compliments

ROCKBRIDGE FARMERS COOPERATIVE, INC.

HO 3-2154

CHARLES W. BARGER & SON

Grinding Farm Supply

Bulk Fertilizer Service

Custom Grinding and Mixing

Bulk Feed Service

istom Fertilizer Spreading

Freezer Service

and Recap Service




CONCRETE READY MIXED CORPORATION

For Concrete & Septic Tanks

ROANOKE, VA

DI 4-9261

Partnership Water Trough Below Pond Serving Farms
of R. C. Lotts and L. M. Patterson Near Lexington. Va

was
YUSTIES

f the most ¢ practices and procedurs

them in establishing S will result in the
oil, water and other

The first district rd of supervisors were: P. A, Fir gh W
P Whipple, T. E. Jamison. L. H. Teaford and G. B. Allison Members
who have served since besides present board members, are C. A. Fire-
baugh, L. R Givens, Richard M. Watson, R. H. Burtner, L. Y Fields,
R. W. Goode, and H L Kinnear




Your business is appreciated here”

THE PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK

Lexington, Virginia

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

ECONOMY HARDWARE & 'ARM SUPPLY

THE VIRGINIA HOUSE RESTAURANI

FIRESTONE COMPANY

S

WATER CONSERVATION

The Natural Bridge Soil Conservation District Board of Supervisors
became conscious early in their organization, of the importance of the
conservation and supply of agricultural water. Although there is ac-
tually no real shortage of water in the district, there is a problem, al
most annually having the right amount of water in the right place
at the right time Agricultural uses of water in the district are varied
ind many. Water r livestock, for irrigation and for spraving are the
principal needs Y reliable domestic supply. The district has an

ressiy I ting farmers in water onservation and

€ nstructed 665 farm ponds similar
below, with technical assistance made available
t. Many of these ponds have been constructed on a

issistar from the AC Program

yped seepy areas into dependat

better distribute the grazing

avarlable technical assistance

tice, the district has a set of pre
pouring the troughs. These forms are

o

stalled to take water from a good source
pasture field

tock Water. Booze Farm, Botetourt County
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BUENA VISTA READY -MIX CONCRETE CO.

Concrete for Every Purpose
Sand and Stone

Septic Tanks

Delivered and set in place

Phone: Buena Vista Congress 1-6765

SERVICE

UTILITY ALL PURPOSE . ROW CROP
INDUSTRIAL TRACTORS (GAS - LP - DIESEL
Soil Breaking & Fitting Implements

Planting & Cultivating Implements

Haying & Harvesting Implements

FORD FARMING HEADQUARTERS

BOTETOURT COUNTY MOTOR CO.

FINCASTLE, PHONE
VA * GR-3-2411

NATURAL BRIDGE SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Providing Leadership in Soil Conservation

Assisted by the Following Agencies

FEDERAL
Soil Conservation Service Technical Assistance in Conservation
Agriculture Stabilization and Conservation (ASC) ACP Cost-Sharing
for Conservation Practices
Forest Service (F.S) Fire Protection
Farmers Home Administration (F H A Conservation Loans
Fish and Wildlife Service Fish Stock

STATE OF VIRGINIA
Extension Service (Co. Agt Education and Information
Commission of Game and Inland Fisheries Wildlife Planting Materials
Vocational Agriculture (Vo-Ag Training Youth in Conservation
Va. Div. of Forestry Forest Management and Fire Protection

Va. Dept of Highways Roadbank Erosion Contro

STATE SOIL ¢ ERVATION COMMITTEE

servation District Progr

ION SERVICE
\ssisting
Natural Bridge Conservation District
Botetourt County
P. D. Hughston Conservationist

J. W. Cronise Aid

Craig County
Leo E. Painter Conservationist

R F. Givens Aid

Rockbridge County
A. B. Hawkins Conservationist
Earl T. Edwards Aid




%% DAIRY PRODUCTS

’CLOVER CREAMERY CO, INC

BAKRER BROTHERS,

For your Conservation
Equipment Needs

Backhoe
Crawler Bulldozers
Seeders

and NEW HOLLAND

Grassland Hay Tools

East Lexington, Va
Ph. HObart 3-4012

1402 Wilhamson Road
Ph  Dlamond 3-8001

Roanoke

Virginia

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The district supervisors have been continuously aware of the im-
portance of people being educated to the need of natural resource con-
servation and have solicited help from many sources to obtain this
portion of its objectives

Business concerns, industry, organizations, radio and TV stations,
and the press have given generous support to the district's efforts.
Cooperation of all agricultural agencies within the district has been
outstanding

In addition to use of news articles, and radio and TV programs,
the district has sponsored tours, demonstrations, and land appreciation

ng in each of its counties

Look Demonstration Near Fincastle
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FARMERS sUPPLY CO.

Vegetable & Gar

Phor

LEXINGTON, V

ngratulations on twenty ve

1 CONSERVATION or

seed, fertilizer

Grinding and Mixing service

EAGLE ROCK MILLING &

Phones: Mill TU 4-2331

Farm Supplies - Poultry Ex

juipment

Livestock Equipment - Baby Chicks

Randolph St

ars of progress

with molasses

MFG. CO.. INC.

Store TU 4-2336

M. M. Sterrett, Jr

Rockbridge County

Natural Bridge

District  Supervisors

A. Brown

Rockbridge County




THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF TROUTVILLE

TROUTVILLE, VIRGINIA

1910 “Our 50th Year of Progressive Banking

Capital $ 50.000.00

Surplus $150,000 00

lenty of parking for your convenience

Air Conditioned for your comfort

Member Federal Reserve System

Member of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

Pasture Scene In Rockbridge County Showing Partnership Pond And

Watering Trough

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE PAST TWENTY YEARS

List of Conservation Practices
Conservation Crop Rotations
Contour Stripcropping
Crop Residue Utilization
Contour Orchards

Pasture Improvement
Pasture Planting
Perennial Grass and Legumes
Waterway Development
Woodland Improvement
Tree Planting

Fish Pond Improvement
Wildlife Area Improvement
Closed Drains

Open Drains

Pond Construction
Irrigation Systems

Soring Development
Channel Improvement
District Cooverators
Complete Plans

Total Apphied
42531 Acres
16,382 Acres
8,501 Acres
298 Acres
63,168 Acres
15,258 Acres
15,375 Acres
446 Acres
13,290 Acres
1,122 Acres
417 No.
421 Acres
39,299 Feet
32 Miles
665 No.
15 No.
74 No.
12,270 Feet
1.920 No.
1,576 No.




SOUTHERN STATES ROANOKE COOPERATIVE

Troutville Branch
Seeds Fertilizers Farm Supplies

Phone WY 2-1001

POTTER BRO. EQUIPMENT CO.

Ford Tractors & Farm Machinery

Hydraulic Equipment Rentals
Troutville, Virginia

Phones WY 2-2111 and WY 2-2163

TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY REPORT

NATURAL BRIDGE

SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

i Rockbridge Counties

BY THE DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

December, 1959

Emmett L. Talbot Chairman
M. M. Sterrett, Jr Vice-Chairman
J. Francis Ross I'reasurer

I. A Brow

David A Jackson




B - VA Vs T savs

“Let me conserve vonr man-power and

resources at low cost.™

Serving in the rural area
Giles, Roanoke

mery Countie

DIAL 2381
CRAIG - BOTETOURT
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

NEW CASTLE, VIRGINIA

HAWRS REYNOLDS'
WRECKING YARD | FEED STORI

nted
Aubrey’'s Red ‘A

Feed Seed

301 2nd St S E |

('nmph-mcnl.\ of

S. P.TOTTEN

Lexington Well and Pump Co.
Lexington, Virginia

BOXLEY QUARRIE:
Limestone & Crushed Granite
for
Railroad Ballast Concrete Furr
er Stone \gstone Limestone Sand
W. W. BOXLEY & COMPANY
Juilding Roanoke, Virgir
fon N & W.and A. C. L. Railr
Lynchburg, Va Martinsy
Skippers, Va Poundir

New Concrete Water Trough on The Farm Of
John F. Price - Craig County
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Extends Congratu

VIRGINIA INC.

lations to

'HE “NATURAL BRIDGE SOl

CONSERVATION

DISTRICT™

20th ANNIVERSARY

You are always w

Motor Lodge

€

Motor Inn

NATURAL

TWENTY YEARS OF SERVICE

BRIDGE SOl

CONSERVATION DISTRICT




coms 1 8 ded to small grains. This is particularly true

a8 to seeding of barley and ocats. Due to the use of ilmproved seed and

botter fertilization ;reatly increased yields are being obtained. Parmers
were given iaformation on improving varisties of small grain through
meetings, circulsr letters, newspaper articles and individual farm visits.
Many farwers are following the practice of seeding mixtures of ssall grains
in the fall and early wianter and spring grasing. The use of improved

varisties of seed is very moticeable.

VII1. GENERAL WORK

Soil apd Water Comservation - County Agemts assisted in organizinmg
soil comservation districts throughout the state by providing educational

leadezship to the wo and guidance im organizatiomal procedure. Today
they work with the leadership of the districts, soil comservation tech-
nicians, and personnel of other interested groups in prowoting conservatiom
practices, such as comtour farming, farm ponds, cover crops, and proper
land use.

The agent is serving this year as & supervisor of the Natural
Bridge Soil Comservation District and Seeretary of the same. A special
undertaking of the Board this year is to prepare amd publish a report in
comnection with the celebration of the 20th Amniversary of the District.
It 4is hoped to obtain a large number of ads for this publication and teo
realize a considerable some of money for wee in the District's operations.
Natural Bridge of Virginia has agreed to take the cover and baci pages of
the publication at $150. The ageat is heading a committee to edit this
publication and make final arrangements for primting and publicatiom of the
report.




most of our alfalfa producers either applied granulated heptachlor or used
it as & spray last year in adequatsly comtrolling the alfalfa weevil.

In 1960 our slfalfa producers were, im most instances, able to

eontrol the weevil through application early in the year of heptachlor im

granular forw or in fertilizer - heptachlor mixtures. For those who were
unable to apply the material bafore the dead-lime for its use, reasonable
control of the insects wvas obtained during the growing season by the use of

methoxychlor or malathion as & spray. During the late it vas 4

safe, by the Virginia Department of Agriculture amd Mr. J. 0. Rowell, Exten-
sion Entomologist at V.P.1., to allow the use of heptachlor im gramular form
or in fertilizer - heptachlor mixtures. This material only to be used if
applied after harvest of the last cutting of the alfalfa in the fall and up
to the 15th of October. At least seventy-five perceat of our producers
applied the above mentioned materisl and it is believed will obtain good
eontrol of the over-wintering weevils in their alfalfa fields.

Faruers generally were given informatiom as to the best methods of
seeding and fettiliszing alfalfa. This was accomplished by use of radio,
nevspapers, circular letters, meetings and imdividual farm visits.

Small Grajms - Small grains are produced by Rockbridge County farmers
both for market and as feed for their owa livestock. They are comsidered
to be quiteh helpful in establizing farm imcome. The use of adapted seed,
good fertilization, and suitable crop rotatiom has been basic to a steady
imcrease in yields. Since 1940 these increases have been noted: Wheat 15.5
bushels in 1940 agaimst 26 in 1958; Oats, 21.5 and 37; Barley, 27 and 34.5.
The total value of field crops im 1959 smeumted to $333,921.

Along with the marked reduction im the scresge planted to corm has




years, alfalfa acreage has increased from about fifteen hundred acres to
wore than six thousand acres. The increase in beef cattle, sheep and dairy
cows is causing farwers to look for better hay for them. Alomg with the

increased acreage of alfalfa is a growing rvealization on the part of farwers

8 1ly that g s of fertilizer must be applied at time of

seeding, and as top dressing, if a yood stand is to be retained for a long
period of years.

A very grave threat to our alfalfa crop made its appearance in
the county in 1957, namely the Alfalfa Weevil. Sinee little demage had
ogcurred from this insect the previous year our alfalfa producers found it
hard to balieve our repeated warming that it could happen im 1958. About
fifty percent of our growers were affected to soms degree by this insect
in 1958 and a considerable amount of spray was wsed. In spite of this many
farmers lost several cuttings, and & goodly number entire stands.

The members of the Agronomy Committee and Extension Agents were
determined to get information as to the best control methods of the alfalfa
weevil in 1959 over to 100 perceat of the growers. To this end arrangements
wore made on two different days to hold demonstrations comcerning the use of
granulated heptachlor for the comtrol of slfalfa weevil, etc. The first
date was rained out and the second could mot be held on account of several
inches of snow. FProm the interest manifested appareamtly 50 to 100 farmers
would have attended. Though not held, the demomstration was a& success to
the point that all letters and cards plus several newspaper articles and &
radio prograu caused the use, by one dealer alome, of wore than 5 toms of the

material. It is believed that none would have been sold had not these

ions been scheduled. As a result of such a wide-spread campaizn




The Rockbridge County Agromomy School conducted by H. L. Duntom,
W. W. Lewis, Dr. R. E. Blaser and agents was attended by about 50 farmers
and dealers and extremely well received. Information was presented on alfalfa
growing, use of fertilizers, ensilage production, and pasture treatmsnt.
Attending from out of the county were county agemts Lester Daltom and Jac
Copenhaver. The weeting was at the Virgiamia House Restaurant.

Conferunses were hald with individusls comcerning the latest
recommandations about comtrollin; the alfalfa weevil.

Better pasture plamning and mansgement are MUSTS' om the live-
stock farm. This becomss imcressingly true whea livestoc: mumbers are om

the increase and prices received are at lower levels. It is at a time

like this that it reslly becomes importamt that meat and milk be produced

at the lowest possible cost by the farmer. Our pasture improvemsat program
is divected towards farmer realization that they can have wore milk in the
busket, more weight on the beef cattle and sheep, and more pounds of pork
and poultry by going to a grassland program ia vhole or im part.

Alfglfe - Alfalfa is becoming ome of the leading hay crope in
Rockbridge County. Large numbers of farmers in the county who were umable in
the past to produce alfalfa successfully are mow finding ways and means of
doing s0. This is due to the close following of recommendations made by the
Virginia Agricultural Experiment Statiom, and which are widely brought to
their atteation by the Coumty Extensiom Agents. DBetter varieties of alfalfa,
such as Williamsburg and Atlantic, will give added ewphasis to our alfalfa
progzam in the coming year.

Our alfalfa acreage increased during the year in spite of um-

favorable weather conditions for seeding this fall. During the past tem




with proper fertilizing of these crops and supplemental pastures. A large

part of the program of pasture improveseat is due to materials and assistance
offered through Agricultural Comservatiom Program of ASC.

All of the more progressive farmers ia the county are now making
a practice of fertilizing their persanent pasture with a greater number
adopting this practice esach ysar. While phosphate is still the chief
fertilizer used on permansent pastures, & mumber of farmers are using & wore
complete fertiliser, along with lime, for this purpose.

Pasture Improvement Progras - Virgimia has wore than 3,800,000
acres of land in pasture. County Agents working with local pasture committees
have promoted the use of fertilizer, lime and adapted gresses and clovers.
Radio and TV programs, newepaper atticles, and pasture tours have been used
to promote the pasture-improvement program. By using improved practices

fa have 1 d animal units per scre. On many farus the carryimg

capacities of pasture have been doubled or tripled in recent years.

Several years ago Homorable M. 8. Battle, former Govermor of
Virginia, established the Virginia Pasture l.provement Coumittee with Mr.
Walter S. Newman, President of Virginia Polytechaic Institute, as chairman.
Thi. committee hLas as its main purpose the oversll promotion and improvemenat
of pastures in the State of Virginia.

The establishment of the County Pasture Committee and the results
of its work to date in obtaining acreage seeded to pasture and im improvimg
grazing practices, along with pasture removatiom and fertilization, show

great promise in the years ahead for this very fuad 1 and tial

program.




Approximately 40 dairymen and gussts attended the Annual Meeting
of the Rocibridge Artificial Breeding Associstion. The meeting followed
a dinner served by the ladies of the Trimity Methedist Church. Reports
showed continued interest in the build up of the Association and that the
Association has held its own during the past year despite coumpetition from
Curtis Candy. MNr. Armstrong, Manager of the Breeding Center at Roeky Mount,
showed slides to illustrate his very interesting and informative talk. He
asked the weubership to aid in reaching the goal of 75,000 first services in
1960.

The Alleghany-Rockbridge Dairy Herd laprovement Association has
grown consistently over the years, and to the poimt that it was necessary
to add a second unit. Twenty-eight of the leading and larger dairymen in
Rockbridge are members of the two Associations with 1,411 cows on test.

At its Annual Neeting in April it was thowght best to hold quarterly

meetings of the Association's Board of Directors.

VII. AGRONOMY

For the past several years the ASC, SCS and Extension have worked
very closely together om agromomy and other proper land use problems. This
working relationship was greatly improved by the actiom of the County Board
of Supervisors in purchasing a building of sufficient size to house the
agricultural agencies under a single roof. This building is located just
off the Court ilouse Square and is very convemient to all citizens of the
county. Uantil this move was completed the units were housed in differeat
buildings in Lexingtom.

The main phases of the Extension agromowy program consists of

pasture improvement, demonstrations on weed 1l ia p pastures,

increasing alfalfa acreage, improving verieties of small grains slomg




Dairying - Dairying is a very rapidly expanding industry in the
county, and at present represents about ome-fourth of the total faru income.
At the same time the average production per cow is & great deal less than
it wvas tem or fifteen years ago. The agents, realizing that something must

be done to improve the dairy cattle industry of the county, established

long-time goals which are desizned to brimg about more ecomomical production

of dairy products. These consist of:

1. Better pastures, both permanent and supplemental

2, High quality hay

3. Higher produeing cows.

One of the great needs was for better quality cows and it was
felt this could best be sccomplished through artificial breediny.

The Rockbridge Artificial Breeding Association was organized through
the efforts of the county agents and began operatiom im July of 19%47. A
great deal of assistance is still being rendered the association, which st
the present time has 1715 cows signed to be bred. Approximately ninety-five
hundred calves have been dropped on farme since the organization date of
the association as the result of cows bred artificially. A womnderful lot
of heifer calves are being yrown out om our dairy farms and it is felt
certain they will go far toward realizim_ the goal of higher producing cows.
Many of the heifers resulting from artificisl breeding, are now in production
and will be closely followed as to their milking records. Considerable
progress was made durimg the yesr ia perfectimg the organization and weork of
the breedin; associatiom.

The Association again furnished the services of a full-time in-
seminator, Mr. C. W. Starr served in this eapacity alomg with Mr. J. J. Tardy
as relief man. While Mr. Tardy has served im this ecapacity for a musber of

years, he has a heavy work load as an opersting dairyman.




head of sheep.

As in the case of most counties the sheep killing dog presents
one of the greatest drawbacis to amn increase in sheep numbers. It is
bslieved that Rockbridge County made real progress alony this line with
the recent euployment by the County Board of Supervisors of a full time
=an as Dog Warden. Many stray dogs have been rounded up and disposed of
during the past year.

The annual sheep shearing school held this year with Augusta

County was p d to help £ (] ize returns from their wool crop.

Many farmers and Vo-Ag and 4-i members came to learn or improve their
technique.

Out of five entries in the 1960 Returms-Per-Bwe Contest, sponsored
by the Virginia Purebred Sheep Growers Association, the county growers had two
winners. Harold Hociman won first and W. 1. Lunsford won 4th in the large
flocic division.

Assistance vas ziven f in P tively marketing their woel.

25,500 pounds of wool were assembled at the county seat in Lexington. This

represents approximately sixty percent of wool produced in the couanty and
this year's pool netted the growers 56¢ per pound on clear tied basis.
The County Sheep Producers Association decided to pool their wool with United
Wool GCrowers Associstion of Harrisomburg, Virginia. It was also decided to
continue the holding of special graded lamb sales at the Rockbridge Livestock
Market in Buena Vista. Five such sales were held and resulted in improved
prices for the lambs.

All flock owners were urged to head their flocks with good purebred

rams, and the number doing so is increasing.




as well as beef producers.
For the past couple years the Extension Livestock Coumittee has
boen very much concerned regarding the possibility that hhe regular weekly

market might not continue to operate. To head off say possibility and to

help strengthen the market the Committee worked out an agreement with the

L1 k Market uing physical improvements of the property.
The Extension sponsored sales consignors agreed to pay an extra 50¢ per head
toward the cost of putting the market emtirely under roof and the building
of some additional new pens. The work cost $4,000 of which $2,000 was
advanced b, sales consignors.

The Shen-Valley Coop with approximately 150 local farmers as members
has recently opened & buying statican just over the county line North of
lLexington. This will provide a market for butcher stoc. at all seasons of
the year with fair prices paid the producer. lie may sell on foot or for
a carcas price. Anyone can sell with the Cooperative and may withdraw any
animal from the station if he believes he can get a higher price elsewhere.
The locating of this market near Rockbridge was influenced by Ray Hotinger
of Lexington, a director, coumitteeusn and the coumty ageat.

Many other methods are used as in any program - personal contacts,

letters, tours, shows, radio p and paper articles - all with the
thought of improving the beef cattle industry im Roeckbridge County.

Sheep - For the past several years efforts have been devoted
toward obtaining an increase in sheep numbers im the county. Flock owmers
were encouraged to keep more of their best early ewe lambe for replacements
and to increase the size of flocks. During the year a number of new flocks
of sheep have been established and this has resulted in the county advancing

into the group of tem counties of the state with more than ten thousand




It is no longer necessary to make in-field inspections of
consigned cattle. The producer is educated and many farmers never have
any rejected.

It is no longer y for a feed to scour the country-

side searchin; for good stocik. Here in one pen they stand weighing
within 50 pounds of sach other, vaccinated, of the same jrade, and of beef
ancestry. Twenty per cent of the feeder yearlings stayed in the county.

Here he can also find fine beef heifers, many purebred, juaranteed
open, and ready to joim his herd as replacement stock to produce choice
and fancy cattle. Producers bought many of these heifers offered for
their herds.

Another factor which tackles the beef producers problems is that
of performance testing which is fairly new but wmoviag like an avalanche.
The Virginia Beef Cattle Improvement Association now checiks herds of W. W.
Leech, Jr., Earl Paxton, W. E. Tileou and Som, Robert G. Moore, Joe Craham,
Dr. Roy M. Wilsom, Ralph P. Decker, P. B. Day, Alpine Farms (headquarters
in Botetourt County) as well as Fred Carter. The principal is an index
which reflects type as well as rate of gain. Buy a high index sivre - you
should get high rate of gain in calves.

Purebred breeders always influemce the grade industry and it is
00 less true here. There are & Angus and 2 Hereford breeders but too wany
sires and dams from these breeders get out of the county. Producers wvere
influenced to patronize these as well as the fine registered sales at the

pevilions within 40 miles of Lexingtom at Verona and Roanoke.

The area testing program is slated to begin in this county immedi-

ately. loug overdus this far-resching move will inecrease profits of dairy




to increase cfficiency are quite varied and fall generally into agromomic

(treated later), improved sires, increased selling weights, producing

higher quality calves, efficiency of gain, buying better calves for sale
as yearlings, and disease problems.
Parhaps the greatest single effort at tryiny to find snswers to

some of these is in the E ion sp d graded feeder calf and graded

yearling sales. These sales held for the past twenty years in Virginia are
designed to yet incressed incowe for the farmer as well as help him face
facts.
In Rockbridge County farmers received about $16.00 per head over
the current market price for 866 calves and $15.00 per head for 2,078
yearlings. These were sold in one calf and three steer sales to buyers
from Indiana to Pennsylvania and Virginia. Many remained in the county.
Only fancy, choice, good and medium grades were sold in the sales. The
Rockbridge County cattle scld in the four sales brought a total of $459,561.48.
The calf sale requirements say that to sell heifers the herd must
be brucellosis tested within the year. Ome-third of the calves sold were
heifers. The winimum weight on calves is 300 pounds. Other requirements
are Blackleg and Shipping Fever vaccinations. Farmers stand at the rail
and compare grades and perhaps pride is one of the greater forces (as well as
a higher sale price) which compels a produecer to buy a better sire and
foundation stock. It isn't hard for a man to figure that his neighbor whe
brought in a 500 pound calf will make wore womey than his 300 pound calf.
Nor that a producer who gets 400 pounds on & yearling rather than 200 pounds

over one year will have more momey in his pocket.




to prove an asset to his community whenever he makes his residence
H. Youny Men and Wowsn®s Work

The only Extension sponsored group im the County is the Rockbridge
All Star Organizatiom, an active alert group of 20 men and women. This
group spomsored again the Public Spesking Contest along with the First
National Benk who supplied awards and the Clover Creamery refreshments.

Another project added this year was the judging of record books
from the couuty-wide 4~ pro jects.

The group meets quarterly for regular business such as selectinmg
the 1960 ALl Star candidates Walter Porkime, William Pattersom, Becky Hattan
and Margaret Gale Pearson.

A new activity was the judging of Wildlife seed patches. The All
Star men were furnished with the names of &-H'ers with patches. They gave
each patch a score based on selection of locatiom and job dome in raising
the patch.

The group comtinues to plan and carry out activities to ably live

up to its motto "Service"”

V1. LIVESTOCK

Beef Cattle - The beef cattle industry im Rockbridge County is ome
of the primary sources of incoms to both small and large farmers. Most
farmers have several beef or half beef cows which produce a calf crop each
year. The breeds are predominately lereford and Angus with a sprinmkling
of Shorthorm and crossed cattle.

The beef cattle producer as much or wore tham any other type farmer

has felt the cost-price squeese. ile has been forced to face his problem

and to come up with an answer - imcrease efficiency or get out. The ways




William Koogler is the som of Mr. and W. V. Koogler in the Raphine

community. ie has a younger brother Dougie who has been a member of the

&-H club for two years taking a very active part im the tractor program and

his club and community activities.

William has been a member 10 years and has been active in the sheep,
home grounds, and electrical projects as well as others - completing a total
of 36 projects. He has attended the County and State tractor leader training
programs and served on the tractor school plamming comuittee. H¢ has served
as assistant instructor and instructor five years and lLes helped set up the
operator's course each year. He has competed im County, District and State
Operator's Contests. fHe has attended Camp Holiday Lake, Comservatiom Camp
and Short Course becoming an All Star. He has held moet offices im his &-d
club, Homoxr Club and Coumty oumcil.

In his community, he has been active im vocatiomal agriculture,
holding many offices, church and volunteer fire departwent. He was a delegate
to the Boys' State program.

William's influence has extended to others whowm he has encouraged
to take an active part in the club and county programs. lle has assisted
many boys in project planning and completiom.

The Kooglers were ome of the two host families for Enrique Coloma,
IFYE delegate from Peru.

Mr. Koogler is active im community affairs and serves on the County
ASC Committec.

Some reasons for William's success im club work and activities are
that he recognizes and takes advantage of his opportumities and he has the
who lehearted cooperation of his family.

William deserves his national homor and recognition and will comtinue
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ACTIVITIES:

1. 4-H Planning Meeting
2 4&-H Short Course at V. P. L June 20-25

JULY

ACTIVITIES

wunty-wide Picnic
servation Camp—July 20-25
Electric School
4-H Projects for girls
Camo Holiday Lake—July 27-August 1
Camp Farrar—July 27-August 1

AUGUST
ACTIVITIES:
Get ready for 4-H Fair

2 Exhibit for 4-H Electric Congress August 26-28
Prepare for Atlantic Rural Exposition Sept. 26-Oect. 3

SEPTEMBER

all Agricultural and Home project

Exuibit in State Fair
ymplete WSLS Clu
‘repare for Lynchburg Farm Show October 8-9

b record

(a2

ACHIEVEMENT RECORDS YOU MAY ENTER

(Age 14 and over)

Achievement
Alumni

Beautificat
Home Grounds

Beef

Bovs Agriculture
Program

Bread

Canning

Citizenshio
Clothing
Community Relations
Dairy

Dairv Foods
Electric

Entomology
Farmers Cooperative
Field Croos

Food Preparat

Frozen Food
Garden
Health

Home Economics
Program

Home Improvement
Laundry

Leadershin

Meat Animal

Poultry

Re reation and Rural Arts
Public Speaking

Room Improvement
Safetv

Soil & Water Conservation
Swine

Tractor

Tomate
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SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

LTURE SCHOLARSHIPES V. P 1|

Esso & H Scholarship—$20¢

Fribourg Foundation Scholarship— 850
Kroger Scholarship—$250

Nationa! Duiry Products ( ,
Ralston Purina Company Scholarship 85

Sears Roebuck Scholarship—$200
Shen-Valley Meat Packers. Inc. Scholarship-
Smith elass 4-H Club Scholarshi 4

Southerr

tates Cooperative Scholarshit
Virginia Cooperative Holstein Breeders Ass
Virginia Guernsev Breeders Association—$150
a Federation of Garden Clubs—$2
s State Horti-ultural Society Women's
Agronomy Club—National Plant Food

OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS

~bositions are available for
© program

Allied Chemical & Dve Cooperation—$1500

American Oil Company Scholarship—$135%

Metals Foundatic

American Viscose Corporation

John Hogp s Baker of Tu kak

Pagl T Bradley Memorial—$40(
Industries Foundat

Corvoration—$500

American Society for

A

L2000

$2

54
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1. Have club Christmas varties
2. Attend Christmas Parade. Saturdav

JANUARY
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Jr Clu' s—Bird House and Nests

Sr Clubs—Career Explorat
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1. Get Achievemer
deadline
2 Enter demor
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1. Plan to try ou
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+-H PRESIDENTS JOINT PROJECTS Minimum Requirements
- R s

|
. 1
I and 11

Exg production—15 chickens
Ra I t i loes

Strawberry 500 plants

A 9 19. Career exploration
Isabel McCorkle
Jo \uv. Thomgpson Son e Tt

Fra Huffmar

James Bennetch
tetter

Pax

ne Management




H PROJECTS 4-H LEADERS

Brownshurg
Brownsburg Sr
Brownsburg Tr
Central 5th
Central 6th

TURE PROJECTS - Minimum Requirements

Fairfield 5th
Fairfield 6th
Fairfield 7th
Fairfield Sr
G

1 purebred milt
and Litter —sow and pies Glasgow 6th
t Hogs 1 hog Glasgow

Goshen Jr

Goshen Sr

Highland Belle

Highland Belle

Highland Belle

Mt View Jr. ar

Mt View Jr. and Sr
Bridge 4th
Bridge bth
Bridge 6th
Bridge Tth
Bridge Sr

Bridge S

Apprecia




-H HONOR CLUB

Officers

Requirements to Become Member of Honor Club
Be 14
Hav years of good 4-H
me member of Honor (
Object of Honor Club
ave dor t

ke These Plantings
ract Birds

Plant For What




-H WILDLIFY

RECORD

Feeders

Selling Price

Value

ALL STAR MEMRERS

Henry
C Bare
Padyet

Thert Wade

tead Durlay

to 4 candidates

Ohjective of All Stars

The ohject of this organization shall he t
through both individual and cooperative
reeanizati

Bare
Wade
eth M




COUNTY COMMITTEE

FLOAT NOMINATING

Jarvis
J Campbell
Wa Perkins
Mary Donald

Isabel McCorkle OKDER OF BUSINTSS FOR -0 CLUKS
arol Withrow

Meeting called to order
Shirley
Pledge of Allegiance and 4-H Pledge
Barbars Whiteside
Mary Parter Pesking Reading of Minutes

Reedy Kay Clark Reports

SUNDAY Old or Unfinished Business

Betty Moore i. New Business.

Walter Perkins
Joan Woody

Dixie Perkins 8. Songs and Recreation

Monthly 4-H Demonstration

Prep. for next month
NATIONAL 4-H CLUB WEEK — - “

Isabel McCorkle
Shirlev Potter
Ann Day

Wanda Barger




OFFICERS

Mary F)

COUNTY couNcn

President
Vice President

Vice Preside

Treasurer Secretary

Reporter

Treasorer

Reporter

Recreat Leaders

¢ Leaders

-H PLEDGE
“I pledee
my HEAD ¢
my HEART tc
my HANDS to larger service
my HEALTH to better living for my clu
my community, and my country.”

ear thinking
Kreater lovalty

Program
vr
4-H COLORS

Green and White

COUNTY EXTENSION STAFF

1 Life Sunday
County Agricultural Agent David A. Jacks Rural Life Su

fam H. Judy

Agent w

Assistant County

County Home Demonstration Agent Elizabet}

Asst. Home Demonstration Agent

Phone

County Agent HO 3.47

(2)

CLUR OFFICERS

CLUB COMMITTEES

Fair

National 4-H Week




cek 2nd Week

Ird W

MONDAY
Fairfield 6th
.30
Fairfield bth
10:30
Fairfield Tth
2:00

Fairfield Sr
3:00 p. m

Mt. View Jr

12:50

Mt. View Sr
1-40

Central Sr
110

Honor Cluk
7:80 p. m

TUESDAY
Hiehlund Belle
Tth 000
Highland Belle
6th 10:00
Highland Belle
bth 11:00

Brownshurs

Brownsburg Sr
1056

WEDNESDAY
Nutural Bridee
4th 1000
Gosaep Jr
1:10
Goshen Sr

Effinger

Effinger fth
10:30
Effinger Tth
11:15

THURSDAY
Natural Bridee
yth ) A4S
Natural Bridee
ith 1:10

Natural Bridee

Sr 25
Naturul Bridee
ith 1:10

Glasgow 5th
20
Glasgow 6th
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rd Friday
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Awril
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Lads of

Turning ou As
Where is C ree
Sons of the soil are we
Men of the coming years
Facing the dawn

Brain ruling brawn

Lords of our lands we'll be




ROCKEBRIDGE

4-H CLUB YEAR BOOK
1959 . 1960

Motto
“To Make The Best Better”

The 4-H Club Yearbook spomsored by the Rockbridge National B.nk

ia Leximgton is presented to each club member and leader in the coumty to

inform as well as to help in planning. Each member is encouraged to write
in his yearbook the record of projecis takem, his club project record, and
the record of his activities in club and couaty events. Yearbooks are also

distributed to adult leaders and All Stars.




Publicity is another part of a successful program. Recogmition
was given to domors and supportors as well as recipients. Methods included:
reporters for all local clubs, reporter for Coumty Council, reporter for
Homor Club and news releases to local papers amd the State 4-H Newspaper
of all noteworthy evemts which are to occur or have occurred. News
releases for 4-ii'ers, leaders and other persomalities.

The liomor Club produced the Natiomal 4-H Club Week program. In
addition the agents gave programs om 4-H work

A press camera and slide camera were used for picturing the
program. These are released to the newspapers amd shown to 4-H and inter-
ested groups.

At various times 4-li'ers appear before civic groups to perform or
tell their story. These include Share-the-Pum comtestants appearimg at the

County Banker's Conferemce, Kiwanis Club, Peeder Calf and Yearling Sale

Comsigmor's Dimmer, District Ruritan Comventiom and local Ruritam Club meetings.

Parents are invited to as many events as possible. Pareats are
encouraged to read the 4-i Yearbook.

Thae 4-H Yearbook is 2 guide book and calendar for 4-H members, pareats
and leaders. Im this book, spomsored by the Rockbridge Natiomal Bank, are 24
pages of condensed factual data. Clubs, officers, meetings, demonstrations,
contests, scholarships, and committees are imcluded to help the member plan
his year. This book has done wore tham amy other ome thing to give the
young moviate the "big picture” of 4-i work.

Thus we foilow the 4-H program from its planning and stated objectives
to the conclusiom of a successful year. Projects, Cemps, Fairs, Exhibites,

Comtests, and Leadership all contribute their part to a well-rounded program.




Bank of Lexinmgtom.

Leaders were trained at County Council Meeting, special state-
wide leader's training meeting and by letters amd bulletinms.

Bfforts contimue to search out and develop leaders. The 4. D
clubs, All Star Organizatiom, Homor Club, graduating 4-i wembers and parents
are canvassed for potential material.

G. Special Events

Rally Day is a county-wide event. A 4-i committee and leader plan

the event which includes swimming, games, a picmic and a program for the

county-wide project. The event is scheduled in wmid

Rural Life Sumda, observance is left strietly to the clubs omce
the county committee suggests ways of observimg it. Methods include
Sumset Services, helpinmg im Church and Sumday School, decorating the Chureh,
attending Church as a group, chapel programs inm school and special Sumday
School and Church programs.

Club projects are events in which the emtire club takes part.
Soms outstanding pro jects include: reforestation, helping hospitals
(decorations, bingo parties, favors, supplies), assisting schools (resuppling
madicine chests, cleaning grouads, baby sitting at P.T.A., planting shrubbery),
and many other smaller but no less important fumctions.

Awards are offered to excellemce im achievement for the varied

aspects of an all around program. As discussed above, there are awards to

clubs for programs. County medals were givem to boys for havimg the better
projects and project records. Ribbons and momey prizes o to Achievemsnt Day,
Share~the-Fun and other contest winners. Mometary swards have their place

and are excellent for stirring up interest. But the prize which the &-H'ers

best remembers and shows to you is his ribbons.




operators contest were covered by contestants. William Koogler placed
first but Richie Showalter represented the county im the District Comtest
winning 4th place.

The winners in the County WSLS-TV Club Contest this year were
(1) Natural Bridge Senior Club, (2) Effimger Semior Clud, and (3) Highland
Belle 6th Club. The judging was based om activities of club 65%, project
record completion 15%, attendance 10%, and re-enrollmemt 10%.

F. xshi

Adult leadership is necessary to a successful 4-i program No

matter what the agent's efforts, no matter the emcouragement of parents,

00 matter the interest of the 4-H member himself - the driving force or
catalyst of any club is the active adult leader. Do not sell the first
three factors short - they sre meeded. Here is an example. The Brownsburg
Trabajo 4-i Club has the poteatial of being the best club iam the county

It 48 in the best farming sectiom and has excellent material. Yet the club
has consistently failed to place up with winning clubs and one of the main
reasons is the lack of a leader.

There has been a gradual loncrease in adult leadership frowm 10 te
the present 39 leaders over sevem years. The eomcept of the leaders role is
to lead the club in its organizational and business activities, give project
training, assist younger members in completing projects and records, and to
assist im school clubs in meeting places and preparaiicns and jarticipatiom
in club and county activities. Several leaders have volunteered their
services in County, District, and State aectivities by serving as members of
committees, lvdging and settimg up exhibits.

All adult leaders were furnished with a copy of the Hatiomal 4-H

Bows Magazine. Their subscriptions are sponsored by tha Peoples Natiomal




District award of $50.00 bond in Field Crops. A total of 9 state and 3 district
swards were made to Rockbridge 4-H boys and girls. William Koogler was
ammounced as the Natiomal wimmer in Tractor Achievemsnt at the National
Comgress which he attended with Margaret Cale Pearson (lLaundry), Dorcas
Campball (Recreation) and Mrs. Elizabeth C. Domald, Home Demomstration Agent,
and the other Virginia delegates. lic will receive a $400 college scholarship.

The County Demonstration Contests were sponsored by Adair liuttom
Inc., Pirst Natiomal Bank and Rockbridge Coumty All Star Organization. There
was a 251 increase in participation as 69 boys and girls gave 78 desomstrations
or 30 wore demomstrations than last year. Demonstrations were givem in all
fields and garden and safety. Top senior wimmers were furthur awarded a
trip to the District Comtests. Nine boys competed and three were selected
for the State Comtests at Blacksburg. All contestants in the Goumty Comtests
and County Hedal vimmers were given their awards at the annmual Awards Party
sponsored by Adair Huttom.

A total of 130 4-il'ers tried out for the Couanty Share-the-Pun
Comtest. 45 were selected and appeared im 27 acts. The Rockbridge Farmers
Coop sponsored the event swarding (1) to the 4 senior and 4 junior divisiomal
wvimsners subscriptions to the National 4~ News Magazine, (2) to the top
semnior act the trip to &-H Short Course (a group - vocal act from Effinger

$r. Club - Patsy GCleman, Wanda Barger, Kathy Cusmimgs and Fiye Richards),

(3) to the second place act Walter Perkins a trip to Semior Camp, Virgiaia

Beach, and (4) to the first place boy (Keith Ruley and James Beumetch) and
girl (Pemmy Chappel) tripe to the County Cemp Holiday Lake. All try-outs
and comtestants received a ribbom.

The Tractor Operators Contest had 16 comtestants. All phases of the




Bank and the Wildlife Exhibit in Adair Huttoms. In additiom the Electric
Program Committee placed anm exhibit of a Study Center im Laxington Hardware.

Local 4-i clubs made exhibits amd posters for schools and local
businesses.

The electric exhibit was built by those from the electric project
school and was & power plant and transuission limes used to show the Coumty
Electric Program.

The Christmas float was planned by the Float Committee of the County
Council and entered in the lLexington and Buena Vista Christmas parades. The
design 1is to allow as many 4-il'ers who will to work on it. The old women in
the shoe inspired a hugh shoe of chicken wire and mapkins with the theme
“We'll Have Bread for Christmas”. A leader, Mrs. Dean Wright, and &-i

members made up the Old Woman and her family. Beker Brothers, local Case

dealer, furnished tractor, wagon and space to build the float. Tommy Bare

(Tractor Operator Comtest winmer) drove the float which placed third ia the
leximgton parade.
E. Comtests

Contests were designed to bring out the best in the 4-ii'ers
store of knowledge and experience.

Fourteen boys Achievement Records were emtered in State competitiom.
These records are & summary of a member's projects sad activities in
leadership. William Koogler, Raphine, Brownsburg Trabajo Club, won a trip
to Matiomal 4-H Club Congress in Tractor; Walter Perkins, Natural Bridge,
Matural Bridge Sr. Club, a pem and pencil set in Forestry; Jimmy Hotimger,
Rt. 2, Lexingtom, Effinger Sr. Club, leadership Record for Natiomal com~

petition; and Sammy Withrow, Rt. 5, Lexingtom, Brownsbury Trabajo Club,




The State 4-H Short Course is the climax to many &4-il'ers sctivities
for the year. Eight boys attemded to receive awards, coupete in demonstratiom
contests and received training in activities and leadership. Dewmonstrations
included Alfred Straub, Poultry Production, Dommie Shorter, L vestock Con-
servation, and Sammy Withrow, lHome Groumds Beautification

C. Fairs

To learm how to know whether the product does Male the Best Better”

is the basic purpose of fairs. Beginnimg at the local 4-H Fair and pro-

gressing through the Atlantic Rural Exposition and the Lynchburg Farm Show
boys amd girls place their best om exhibit.

Poultry exhibits sent to the State Fair received first, secomd
and third awards. The county &-H Exhibit prepared by the liomor Club received
3rd and $100.00.

At the local County 4-<l Fair 25 boys entered 106 exhibits, an
imcrease of 20% in exhibitors. The boys were from 14 differemt clubs
Approximately ome-half of the exhibits received a blue ribbom and 50¢
Spomsor for the Fair was the Lexington Kiwamis Club.

The bast of these exhibits wers emtered im the Lynchburg Farm Show
The outstanding exhibitor was Reid Mackey, Pairfield Jr. 4-il Club, who won
$25.00 on his poultry, sheep, lamb, and egg exhibits.

D. Rhibits

More emphasis was placed on exhibits this year to teach team work,
promote imitiative and increase pride in accomplishment.

The Natiomal 4-H Club Week Committee plammed for three exhibits im
Leximgton. These were plammed and put up by 4-ii'ers and leaders and included

a clothing exhibit in Sears, the Carwer Project exhibit in Rockbridge Natiomal




7,700 pine seedlings were set out this year by 4-i clubs and 4-H'ers

in their own projects. These were obtained through the Virginia Forest
Service and planting was supervised by forestry officials.

Special efforts to securing an increased emrollment in purebred
beef heifer and baby beef projects were initiated by the formatiom of the
Rockbridge County Beef Committee, chairmsned by Fred Carter. Domn Woodsom,
Bill Leesh and Hugh Lotts arc members. The program was developed primarily
this year to provide a good selectiom of heifers and steers for projects.

. Caups

Realizing that a well-rounded educational progran includes fum, an
effort was made to increase attemdamce at camps. The County Camp doliday lake
was open to the 10 ~ 14 sge group who had successfully completed a year's work.
The camp held with Pittsylvenia County was well attended. Thirty-three boys
from all over the county were in attendamce. Training was given in swimming,
handicraft, poultry, forestry, religious program leadership, somg and folk
game leadership and hunting and fishing. The camp allowed a junior lifeguard
seholarship which went to Damny Durrange and other junior leadership scholar-
ships to Bugene Hotinger (Folk Game Leadership) and Richie Showalter (Archery)

The District Semior 4-H Camp at Camp Parrar Virginia Beach featured
leadership trainimg activities. Mr. Charles McKemdree, Rt. 5, Lexingtom,
accompanied the five boy delegation and Mrs. Adrian Whiteside and Miss Jean
Hambrick, the aseistant home demomstratiom agent, the girls

The annual state &-d Conservatiom Camp which is designed to prowmote
leadership training and conservatiom of matural resources was attended by
the Homs Demounstration Agent and Eugene Potter, Raphime, Brownsburg Trabs jo
Club, Joanne Campbell of Central Sr. Club, and Josie Pecarson of Natural
Bridge Sr. Club




el

msubers trained to give desomstratioms for their loeal

ware
in sesesions such as this ome. Beb Giles of the Commissiom of
Fisheries is trainiag these vies presidemts and

in Wildlife demonstratiens.

and Inland

The annual eounty 4-H Feir for the seeond year had facilities for
exhibiting beef and sheep as well as the weuwal gardem, eleectrie,
hous eeonouie type exhibits. This 4o & pem of ) ewes exhibited

by Raid Maskey, "t. 5, Leximgton, sem of Mr. & Mye. J. 8. Maskey.




the Plank Road, Collierstown, Kerrs Creek, FPairfield and Goshen comsunities,
aroused much curiosity among neighbors. Mamy pullets also found a home
direct from 4-ii'ers to home flocks in this manner. The pullets were shown
at the area Lynchburg Farm Show, at the Richmond State Fuir and received
most top placings. The auction netted $1.61 per head for all pullets and
was cried by R. O. Miller, local auctioneer, and father of a 4-U girl.

Baby Beef - Three 4-ii'ers fed baby beeves for the 5p ring Roanoke
Area Fat Stock Show. Becky Mynes, Raphime, Pairfield Sr. &4-il Club, placed
6th with an Angus from Pat Coleman Farm, Leximgtom. Bobby Williamsom,
Rt. 1, Lexington, Highland Belle 7th 4-H Club, placed léth with an Angus
steer bred by his father, Dr. R. D. Williameon. Diane Hodges, Pt. ),
Lexington, Effinger Sr. Club, placed 9th with a Hereford from Leech Hereford
Farm. The show for this area held at the Hollins Market enabled the three
4-il'ers to sell their steers for an average $35.25 per cwt imcluding im-
centives paid by Rockbridge Farmers Coop, Harper and Agnor, Clover Creamery
and Tiny Town Restaurant

Other individual projects - A club member was encouraged to select
and carry as mamny projects as he balieved he could successfully complete.
Pro jects open to selection were those most suited to the gemeral county
situation and maturity of the 4-H'ers. Emphasis was placed du beef, sheep,
poultry, forestry amd electricity. Project enrollment was Wildlife 75§

Parm and Home Electric 37, Cardem 22, lloms Grownds 39, Poultry 29, Dairy &,

Reef Cattle 7, Sheep 2, Swine 4, Tractor 24, Forestry 6, Hay and Pasture 3,

Soil & Water Comservatiom 2, Stravbervies 2, Small Crais 1, Jumier Leadership 9,

and Caveer Exploratiom 30.




the State 4-i Electric Congress im Richmond. William Pattersom attended also

as district boy Achievement Record wimner and received a fine engraved wateh.

The County Electric Exhibit received a white award.

The Home Grounds Beautification project was an ilnnovation as a
feelar to see how a project of this type would be received om a summer
training session basis. It was run concurremtly with electric with demon-
strationa on lawn care, seeding flowers, planting roses, flower arrangement,
and a tour to two howas. 25 boys and girls came to four locations (Natural
Bridge, Goshen, Brownsburg and lexington) but the Goshen group was moved to
Browasburg. All who attended emjoyed the sessions and another group interest
projest cf this type may be indicated im the future.

Junior leadership, am activity, was promoted and members were traimed
in the Rockbridge County &-H Homor Club and Rockbridge County All Star
organization. Rspecially in the Homor Club, efforts were directed to (1)
provide opportunities to assist others with projects, (2) plam and carry
out county events, (J) assist program chairmen with club demonstrations and
(4) wake individual leadarship goals. Juaior leadership as noted before was
selected as a couanty-wide semior club project for next year.

Special individual projects - Three projects included Sears Poultry
project and baby beef pro ects. These were supervised closely by agents and
leaders and informal training given usually at bhe msmber's home.

Sears poultry project - Enrollment increased 431 as 20 boys and
girls received 100 unsexed Rhode Island Red ROP chicks in March. Teo pay for
these, the enrolled returned 10 pullets im September. These pullets were
suctioned to the public for layers and mamy farmers benefitted from the

improved type layers. The projects, scattered through out the couaty im




This scene at the annusl electrie seheol comducted in the
smmertime in cooperation with the loeal power supplier
is typieal of the training given ia the several projest
trainiag groups, condusted esch year. The electric sehoel
vas at the homs and farm of Mr. and Mre. Desm Wright and

boys and girls gained the theorvetiecal and practical ex-

perience in wirimg the farm and homs.




September - Reports by members atteading State 4-ii Electric Comgress.
October - Earoll 4-H members in Unit 1 and II. Explain requirements

of project and award county Electric medals.

November - Plamning meeting by Electric Program Plamning Committee

to map out year's activities.

December - Special news articles aad radio program on safe use of
electricity in Christmas decorations.

January - Special newstory about & &-H boy im electric project -
Geme lulbert, coumty electric demomstratiom contests.

February - A special mewstory about a &-H girl im electric project -
Joamne Campbell.

March - Exhibit in Leximgton Hardware Store on Better Lighted “tudy

April - District 4-d Electric Demomstration Comtests - Billy Flinmt
and lsabel dcCorkle competing.

May - Every &-H club shown county medals, district and state awards
available to club members. Publicity for demomstratiomal light buib sale.

June - Begim County Electrical Exhibit. Hdave county dewomstrational
light bulb sale.

July - Have EBlectric 11 School om rewirimg barm, garage, installatiom
100 amp entramce box, farm femce. Have Electric 1 school. Complete and
turn im electric record books. Complete Achievemsnt Records and select
delegates to State Electric Comgress.

August - Complete Coumty 4-ii Electric exhibit. Have Electric exhibit
at County &-i Fair. Attend State 4-i Electric Comgres s

Sammy Withrow and Betty Sweet were selected as county delegates to




life vocation for him In the first place, agents are not trained counselors
and even if they were could not tell anyome what he would be most happy or
successful doing. Rather the objectives were (1) to get boys amnd girls
to make & realistic analysis of their abilities and interests (2) to assist
in a logical examination of several occupatioms (3) te help them with a
method of comparing occupations and (4) to awaken in them the necessity of
planning in advance their educatiom and training for am occupation

2. Special interest group projects - These included Lractor maintem-
ance, farm and home electric, beautification of howme ground: asud leadership.

The tractor me'‘ntenance project wa:s sponsored b, llarpex d Agnor

(14), Blueridge Implement Company (John Deere), Baker Brothers (Case), and
Lackey-Patterson (AC) dealers om the county basis. Twenty-eight boys came
to receive specisl project imstruction om four nights and 25 completed the
program. As an award the dealers sponsored a trip to the Easterm Natiomal
Tractor Operators Comtest for all boys who completed the project. Eleven
of the boys who qualified were taken to Richmond by Guy Agnor (Harper amd
Agnor), Jim Fix (Baker Brothers) and Carl Carroll (Lackey-Pattersom)
Blueridge luplement Cowpany contributed $3.00 toward expenses of each car.

In the annual tractor operators comtest sixteem boys competed with

top homors goimg to William Koogler followed by Alfred Straub and Michie

Showalter. Richie competed in the District Contest and placed 4th.

The electric project was planned by the electric program planaing
committee composed of Lucille Huntingtom and Ralph Breediny, VEPCo Repre-
sentatives, William Pattersom, Billy Flint and Joamme Campbell Activities

included:




president of each club was in charge of the demonstrations and either gave
it or got some club members to give it. 80% of the dewonstrations were
given by club members. Records were filled out in April and the award of a
year's subscription to 'Virginia Wildlife' was awarded to the best record

in sach club. These awards made available through the Commission of Came

eand Inland Fisheries went to: Waynme Reese, Pat Mast, Sparky Mohler, Sandra

Hill, Larry Irvine, David Bane, Joyce Farrow, lLarry Harris, Barbara Smith,
Kimberly Brooks, lLarry Fix, lLarry Campbell, Marshall Rogers, Erlin NecFaddin,

Larry Anderson, Claudime Zollman, James Bennetch, Richard Carter, James

Pharr, Georpe Joh , Lois Joh , George Worley, Linda Mundy, snd Robert
Shifflett

The Roekbridge All Star Orgamization judged the Wildlife records,
selected the best boys' and girls' record im each club and presented each
with a &-i Brassard

The Commission also provided seed for Wildlife seedpatcles to be
put out by club members in each club.

The Career Exploration Program was selected to offer older club
wembers wore challenges and rewards in & club project. During club meetings,
members interviewed one person about his occupation, and cowpleted and
discussed the ability and preference analyses in the manual. Outside of the
club meetings each was to inverview one paremt and as many other people as
they could up to a total of six interviews. Them each completed the compars
charts on two occupations they were most imterested in. During the year
various data was collected for Aubrey Slaytom who was deing his Masters Degree
work omn a Career Exploration study.

The objective of this project was not to select a club member's




Special meetings were scheduled to plan and carry out other 4-i

sctivities. These included the annual Electric School, the Home Grounds

Beautification School, Christmas Float, county exhibit to Electric Congress,

county exhibit to the State Fair, Tractor Maintenance School and Tractor
Operators Contest, County Demonstratiom Contest, Share-the-Fum Contest,
county &-H Fair, 4-H Awards Party, Rural Life Sunday, Natiomal 4-# Club Week,
County Sheep Shearing School, 4-4 Rally Day, 4-H Yearbook, Camp planming,
Auto Care and Safety planning, 4-H Adult Leaders Meeting, and County Progras
Planning Meeting.

A. Projects

Projects for 4-d club members are comducted by four methods: (1) the
club project - carried by all clubs in the county (2) the special interest
group project - where small groups of members receive intensive training in
one project (3) the special individual project with close supervision of
agents and leaders and (4) other individual projects conducted and completed
by the member with little supervision and perscomal imstructiom by agents or
leaders.

1. The club projects - The County Program Plamning Committee selected
Wildlife as the junior clubs county-wide project and lLeadership as the senior
club's project. They also outlined a series of demonstratioms to be given at
club meetings. (The projects selected for mext year are Junior clubs - Soil
and Water Comservation and Semior clubs - Leadership and lealth 11.)

The demonstrations im Wildlife included: Bird ldentificatiom, Bird
Mouses and Bquipment, Providing Food and Cover for Wildlife, Making Casts

of Footprints and ldentifying Masmals, and Bird Nest Collecting. The vice




5. Meetings

Special weetings were held throughout the calendar year for special

projects, building exhibits and program plamning. Club wembers were given

information on all phases of their activities by letter, the &4-H Yearbook,
bulletine, record books, dewonstrations, talke and exhibits. Various
organizations such as banks, machinery dealers and businesses assisted in
conducting of projects and provided awards for parts of the program.
Newspaper, radio and TV publicity was used to provide recognition and
incentives for individuals and clubs.

Bach club held uine regular meetings to conduct business, plan for
special events, and see a demonstration. The five demonstrations for
junior clubs and seven demonstrations for senior clubs were supervised by
the vice president who called upon club members to conduct the program or
assist him. Special project instruction, camp sign-up, and publicity of
4~ awards and eveats were part of club seetings also.

These officers attended the County Council Meetings. The fall meetiny
was to train officers, present awards, define objectives and to hear reports
by various 4-H'ers on activities carried out the previous year. The spring
meeting was primarily to elect officers and conduct any other business.

Outstanding boys and zirls 14 years or older and in 4-il work 3 or
more years were selected for the Homor Club. It met wonthly to plan and
carry out such activities as the county Christmas float, county exhibit at
the State Fair, and special training om records.

The All Star organization meets quarterly to plan its activities.
These include spomsoring the Public Speaking Contest, selecting All Star

candidates, and attending the State All Star Conference.




and parents assisted the clubs in the usual organizational, project and
sponsor capacities.

In September the 4-d clubs met and elected officers. These officers
compose the County Council which meets twice yearly in October and April.
Nine regular club meetings were scheduled to give demonstrations,
disseminate project records and information, earoll members for camps,
train 4-il'ers in demonstrations, and promote club projects.

2. Objectives

Our goals in club work were (1) to develop leadership in rural youth,
(2) to develop in rural youth an appreciation for rural living and (3)
to encourage the use of new and improved methods of ayriculture. The
accomplishment of these goals is attempted through projects, meetings,
camps, fairs, exhibits, coutests, leaders and other special activities.

3. Incentives

The =ajor incentives of Homor Club membership, All Star mewmbership
and public recognition by awards and camps are constantly held before
all boys and yirls to urge them to do their utmost. The lionor Club wember-
ship is limited to those who do good club work and then only the top 10%.
Without these incentives club work could continue, but we believe in maximum

use of these rewards to promote the overall educational program and to

recognize outstanding accomplishments of pro ject worl, leadership and personal
davelopuent .

&. Financing

All clubs are self financed through projects as baie sales, square
dances, sock hops, sale of vegetables and flower seeds, sale of pen and pencil

sets, sale of light bulbs, and tree planting for individual farmers.




These leaders take an active part in informing their neighbors of
better farming practices and sssisting with projects with which the

agents are working. The leaders are furnished information through the

mail on the various projects. During the year this group has taken an

active interest in prowoting programs om:

1. Breeding, feeding, management and marketing of livestock and
livestock products.

. Helping to carry om activities of Rockbridge Artificial
Breeding Association.

. lmprovement of permanent psstures and providing supplemental
pastures.

. S0il and vater conservation.
Promotion of 4-# Club Work.
Year around food supply for howe.

. Community lmprovement.
Promotion and operation of D.N.1.A. Association.
Special beef cattle and lamb sales.

V. &-H CLUB WORK
1. Organization

The 4-H organization in Rockbridge County is similar to the pattern
used throughout the state. The local clubs are headed by the 4-H County
Council. The purpose of the County Council is to set up goals for (he
overall county club program, assist clubs in conducting the 4-H program
and act as a governing body for the local clubs im the couaty. The County
Council also provides an opportunity for officer training for each of the
officers of the local club.

At the beginning of the year there were 30 organized 4-i clubs with
a membership of 453 boys and 495 yirls. The 4-i Homor Club consisted of
a wambership of 8 boys and 21 girls. The officers of these clubs constituted
the County Council. The County All Star organization which is quite active

has & membership of 12 wen and 12 women. Adult leaders, All Stars, teachers




County where is located the last home and the tomb of Ceneral 'Stomewall
Jackson. liis home is now & memorial shrine named in his honor
County in which was born General Sam Houston, liberator of Texas,
President of Texas Republic, Governor of Tennessee, Governor of Texas.
County in which was born Cyrus McCormick, inveator of the Reaper.
County in which was born General Sam Dale, scout, soldier, legislator
of Alabama and of M.ssissippi.
County in which was bora Dr. Bphraim McDowell, pioneer surgeon, “The
Pather of Abdominal Surgery’.
County in which are located two nationally known ilnstitutions of learning,
Washington and Lee University and Virginia Military Institute.
County of whose citizens have writtem and published mo less than sixty-eight
books - possibly more, about ome author im every 325 of her population.
County which is the only one in the United States, having three repre-
sentatives in the Hall of Fame in Washington, namely:

General Sam llouston representing Texas;

Dr. Ephraim McDowell represeating Kentucky;

General Robert . Lee representing Virginia.

The birthplace of Bishop William Taylor, of the Methodist Church, who
preached in wore countries of the world than any other man who ever lived
Born in a log-cabin at the foot of llogback Mountain, a three-and-a-half-
million dollar hotel in San Francisco bears his name

The birthplace of Rev. Dr. Archibald Alexander, Founder of the Divinity
$chool of Princeton University.

The birthplace of Mr. Sidney Willismson, engineer who built the Catun locks
in the Panams Caanal, a stupendour undertaking; also water-works in
Pernambuco, Brazil, and in Florence, Italy.

The birthplace of Mr. Charles Locher, engineer who built the Sault Saiate
Marie ship canal; the Chicago drainage canal, the Boston water-works,
many of the New fork sub-ways, and other outstanding engineering projects.

The county-seat, Lexington was laid out on paper, and a name chosen for
it, by the State Legislature, in 1777, before even a site of the town had
been selected.

And, finally, the only county in the United States of America having the
name, ROCKBRIDGE.

IV. COUNTY ORGANIZATION
The County Board of Agriculture is the main organisation used by
the agents in prowoting Extension work im various communities in the county.

This group consists of a leader from cach cossunity, professional workers

and representatives of other farm organizations im the county, alont with

leading farwers in each important bramch of agriculture in the county.




In the beginning the region was of course agricultural in
the near two centuries meny changes have taken place and while the couaty
is still predominately a farming community industrialization has also
assumed large proportions. Large industries such as James Lees rug plant

in Clasgow have changed the local area into a part-time farming or rural

non-farm population. Beef followed closely by dairying, poultry, field

crops, sheep and hogs, in that order, comprise the main sources of farmer
income. PForest management with its resultant products is assuming an
increasingly important role. Tree fruits, nursery products and truck crops
make up the 'big ten’ sources of farm incoms.
The roads of the county are excelleat - - it is threaded in
every direction by a network of hard surfaced secondary roads, besides
being crossed in each direction by transcontimental thoroughfares, which
intersect in the center of the county seat. Farm to Market ' poses no
problem here.
Two important railway systems, the Norfolk and Western, and the
Chesapeak and Ohio, furnish ample facilities for heavy freight; while
the vans and trucks of highway shipments rumble over the roads by the
hundreds every hour of the day and the might.
SOME UIGH-LIGHTS OF FOCKBRIDGE COUNTY

County having perhaps as such important history as any of the other

counties.

County in which is the Natural Bridge, famous throughout the nation From

it Rockbridge County gets its name Its firet owner Mr. Thomas Jefferson.

County where is located an institution endowed by General Ceorge Washingtom,

namely Washington and Lee University.

County where is located the last home, and the tomb, of Ceneral Robert £

Lee, whom Field Marshall Lord Wolseley called “The greatest soldier who

ever lived'.

County where is located the last home of Commodore Maury, 'Pathfinder of

the Seas’', a designor of the first irom-clad ship of war, pioneer in meteorology
and in establishing the Weather Bureau.




111, TYPE OF AGRICULTURE AND COUNTY WUISTORY

Rockbridge County is in the western part of Virginia, lies
mainly in the Creat Valley of Virginia, and has a total land area of 616
square miles. The county includes the west slope of the Blue FPidge, the
entire width of the Great Valley, and extends westward beyond the western
boundary of the Creat Valley far enmough to include two ridges and their
intervening narrow lowland belts, together with the east slope of a third
ridge, in the northwest part of the county, and one ridge and the east
slope of a second in the southwesteru part.

Because of the prevailing surface rvelief, drainage throughout
the county is good, and on the steep slopes is excessive. There are only
a few small poorly drained places on some of the bottoms and terraces.

Calfpasture Fiver and Brattons Creek unite in the northern

part of the county to form Maury River, and this stream forms the drainage

outlet for practically the entire county. 1t flows southward about midway

through the county and joins James River near the county line in the
extreme southern part Little Calfpasture River, South River, Buffalo
Creek, Keers Creek, and lays Creek are important tributaries of Maury
River, and Irish Creek is a tributary of South River im ithe northeasterm
part of the county

Rockbridge County was formed frowm Augusta and Botetourt Counties
in 1778 The county was named for the famous Natural Bridge which is in
the southern part. The first settlers were wmainly Scotch-Irish, with
some Scotch and English. The preseat population consists mainly of

descendants of the early settle v
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