n

The Extension program has been well received by the people of

o
the county and a good spirit of cooperstion has existed between all agencies,

Perhaps the most outstanding progress made has been in a better understanding
an' sttitude of our rural peopls toward working together and following soientifie

inforsation which has beea rroven at the various experimeat stations,
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membership meeting to be held in August,

The agent attended the Institute of Rurel Affairs at VFI from
July 26 « 28, It 1s sstimeted that from % to 75 county people attended at
least part of the inatitute,

A conference wns held in August with the FEA Supervisor teo
d1souss ways und means @ belping their elients. The agent was invited to and
attended the laurel Branch lome Demonstration Club family plenie in August,

He at¥Pred the Home Demonstration Anmual ichievement Frogram om September 17,
e On September 6, the agent and one of the Veeational Agricultural

Instructors Judged the acrioulturs) exhibits at the Momtgomery County Pair,

g attended s District Conference im Roanoke om April 28, the ammual Extension

Conference at TPI from Auguast 2326, and anothar District Conferense in Noancke
on Ostobar 27 M) 28, He attended all tie Ruritan Club meetings during the
year an' served on the agricultural committes of the slub, The agent wvas an
1“4 *ﬁmr at two neighboring Ruritan Clubs during the year,

Numarous of "ee calls vere received for information on the

Soohf%anr‘, ty program, for fara record books and for blue print plans for

o farm bulldings and trenmoh silos, The agent attended a trench silo eonstruction

demonstrs lou at Galox in Ootober, Thers were # farmers from this county
attending,

The agent aprearad on 14 television programs and gave 6 radio
programs during 1955, He seocured the assistance of A, 5. Beecher from the
Hortioultural Devartment, who vet with a ehurch committes at Willis and planned
the landseape around the nev church building, The agent was also s speaker
at the Ployd Garden Club meeting on Septesber 27 and discussed seeding and

-mvn’. of lawms,




held early in November at Willis, Indian Valley, Alum Ridge, Check and Floyd,
Approximately 150 farwers vere reached,

The agent has worked in cooperation vith the 308, Farmers Home Administration
an! the Voeatiomal Agricultural Departments, A wery good spirit of cooperation
exists among the personnel of all agencies working with farm people in the
county,

In December, 1954, the agent arranged for a public mseting for
the purpose of discussing the JSoclal Security program and how it affects
farmers, Mr, V., B, Holloman from the Roanocke Office discussed this subjeet,
There were 55 people rresent, During October the agent arranged for and
ass 1ol with four meetings in the county at Floyd, Willis, Indian Valley and
Check for the purpose of discussing the program and to point out the farmer's
responsibilities, Two representatives of the Roanoks Office attended these
meetings, Approximestsly 150 farm people attended,

7. Miseellaneocus

The agent participated in mary meetings throughout the year. In
early Fobruary he attended the Virginia Ferm Development Program Work Shoy
at ibingdon, He attended the Virginia Bankers Agricultural Credit Conference
at Natursl Bridge from March 6-9, as a guost of The Bank of Floyd, ke was
an lovited guest at the Pather-Son FFA sanquet at Willis and alse at Floyd,

On Mareh 29, & county-wide meeting was held with 31 people present

€Lt vhich time D, U, Livermore of VPI discussed *Mbat State Services Do We Want and

“How Shall We Pay for Them", The agent attended s Water Resourees meeting at
Rimer in April, He attended the Roancke Fair ocosmittee meeting om May J1 and
ain June he attended a meeting to assist with plamning the Southern States annmual
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5. FParm and Home Development Program

Several visita have been made relative to this program. In sany
instances the farwers contacted vere not interested in cooperating with it,
Three farm families have indiceted their desire to cooperste and the program
has been discussed in a rather general way although no plans have been developed
more than in conversation, FProblems relative to farm buildings, livestock,
erop rotations, fertilisation, ete, have been disoussed in detail vith two
of the farmers., On several ocoasions when the agent visited he found that the
farmers were busy with their harvesting end oould not discuss the progras at the
time, It is contemplated that during the winter months considerable time
will be spent on this phase of work,

6, Cooperation With Other /gencies

The Professional Agricultural Workers Council has not met for
severa]l months, The interest gradually deelined until finally no one came
to the meetings,

The agent has worke< rather closely with the ASC County Committee
throughout the year, He assisted in selecting practices to be recommended for
the 1956 program, He also, with the county committee, sttended the State
Convention in Roanoke in June, The agent vas chairman of the ele¢tion board
which selecte! commnity election boards to esrry out the 1956 program, In
Sep¥hmber, the agent worked with the ASC committee in selecting practices for
the county from the state handbook., The agent attended a distriet meeting in
Abingdon at vhich time the vool incentive payment progrem vas discussed,
During October, the avent attended a distriot seeting at Pulaski to hear a
discussion on the 1956 program and following this, plans wers made to have
five local meetings to discuss this with county farmers, These meetings wers
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Beetings and in March, F, H, Scott from VFI discussed vegetables at the Topeco
Commumity Club, Momthly gerden suggestion sheets prepered at VPI vere mailed
out to about 75 families. All families within the ares of two community lsprovesent
clubs were included,

Practically each week before and during the growing seeson, the
agent prepared news articles on various oultursl practices, disesse and insect
comtrol, Several television programs were devoted to this subjeet,

Commereie]l vegetable production hes declined in recent years because
of diseases and the lack of sufficient labor, however, a few farmers are still
produeing snap beans snd cabbage for local plants.

4. Forestry

o Applicstion forme to secure tree seedlings vere made available,
o Farmers were assisted wvith filing their applications snd 1t 1s estimated that
from 75,000 to 0,000 white pine seedlings were received, Considerable publieity
was given on fire prevention, the importance of preventing prasing of forest
lands and the need for more forest tree plantings, At the five meetings beld
in the county to discuss the A3C program, emphasis was placed on the need for
ineressed partieipation in the forestry practices.
The agent vith tuo far=ars and three Agrieultural Instructors, attended
the area "Plant More Trees" weeting at VPI in September,
In early Septesber, A. B. Lyon from the VPI Forestry Department,
discussed fence post treatment at a neeting at the Floyd High School., Flans vere
made at that time for a post treating demonstration to be held on the J, H. Poff
farm on Ostober 12, Working with Mr, Lyon, the agent secured the materials and
this denmonstration was held although there were only 7 or 8 people present,
Pollowing the demonstration, a redio tape recording was made and the process

explained in detail. This wes used on a nearby station,
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() Hog®
The major portion of work with hogs has been through 4-H Club
projects, The Breeding Pig project, sponsored by Sears, Rosbuck & Company,
wag oarried out successflly,
Practically all farm fandlies grow sufficient pork for the famdly
&d supply, Much information was distributed through club members, news

articles, TV programs, eto, Relatively few office ealls vere made for

&f’arnn'im on hogs except relative to the ouring proocess,

() Poultry
Relatively little work has been done on poultry exeept of a

general nature, Several Al Club members had poultry as their projeet.

The agent, vith three eial prod s, attended a committee
meoting at Salem to discuss egg marketing, Another such meeting was attended
in February and in June the agusl attended the breakfast mseting on the improved
%qu.]lty ;vr"-- in Roancke,

° H. L. Moore, liead of the VFI Poultry Department, discussed the
poultry situstion and poultry production factors at a meeting at Willis on
August 2, There were 20 in attendance,

Publicky was given at regular intervals throughout the year
nl%u" tg the need for improvement im better quality egg produstion, securing
hlth-l .ulﬂ: chicks early from reliable hatoheries and general good management
practioces,

O!. Vegetables

Practically all farm fandilies have vegetable gardens, There vere
three meetings on vegetable rroduction this year, In Pebruary the agent
discussed tifl)) subjeet at the Palling Brench and Locust Grove Community Club
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Thygyent, with the feeder calf sale committee, attended two or
three area meetings to plan for the sale,

Most farmers follow & good vaccination program for blackieg, With
the services of a local veterinarian, diseases are kept fairly well under contral
and at various times throughout the year newspaper and TV publicity is givea

on the control of lice, flies, grubs, sorefoot, ete, Several farmers were

assisted - looating purebred sires,

(e) Sheep

There are approximstely 3,000 heat of sheep in the ecounty, Many
farmers bave discontinued the sheep Musiness becsuse of the dog situation,

Publieity has been ziven through the loeal paper suggesting
treatment for vorms and giving good management practices such as a good winter
feeding program to prevent parslysis or lambing disease,

The agent and one mbmber of the wool pool sales committee attended
a district meeting in Pulaski in A;ril, The sales compittee attended a meeting
in Sparta, N, C, on May 12 for the purpose of selling the pocl, however, sinee
the bids were not satisfactory no salc was made, Another such meeting was held
on June 1 at which time the pool was sold, The pool direstors met to make plans
for the pool whieh was held on June 10, It was the largest pool ever held in
the county, Many farmers from the adjofning counties brought in their wool,
A total of 19,83 1bs. of wool wes sold for §10,345.75. The top grade brought
52¢ per pound after handling charges were deducted, The pool was well organised
and handled by the farmers themselves with the assistance of the agent and a
few of the Vocational Agricultural Instructors, The direetors met aguin on
June 27 to settle all sccounts, The pool was seld to a rrivate sompany in

Philadelnbia,
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on January 14,
The agent and the three inseminators attended the snnual meeting
of the Virginia Artificial Breeding Assoclation at Roeky Mount on August 1,
The of Micers and directors met five times during the year to
discuss their problems, Although the telephone servisce is completely out im
many areas, there has been a slight increase in the musber of cows bred artificially
this year over 1954, The directors are looking forward to a much better year
in 1956 since a new telephone system will be in operation early in the year,
(e¢) Dairy Herd Improvement Asscciation
The officers snd directors of the DHIA wet twiee during the year,
The program started in 1954 with 22 members but now they only have 16 participating,
On July 2, the agent discussed DHIA work at the Floyd-Patriek
Anrual FHA Field Day on the W, L. Slaughter farm, There wvere 150 farmers present
and the farmer's records vere used in this discussion,

Information from the DAIA Supervisor's report is published in

the logl paper each month,

() &Of

Irproved pastures have resulted in inereased carrying capscities,

therefore, more animals can be kept per farm., The type and quality of boef
animals are improving each year., The quality of feeder calves at the various
ssles has done » lot to encoursge farmers to purchase better males, Twelve

or more farmers consigned 92 yesrling steers to the Christiasnsburg sale on
September 20, On September 27, a few farmers consigned calves to the feeder ocalf
sale, Several of these animals were purchased by Floyd County producers to be

kept over vinter,
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County medals will be awarded to several boys for outstanding
accompl ishments at the next meeting of the county couneil,

The interest among club members was very good and there 1s definitely
a better understanding of club work on the part of the parents than ever before,
This has resulted in better quality projedts and improved recurds,

2. Livestoek
(a) Dairy

There wers 10,593 milk cows in 1954, More than 1,300 farmers sold whole
mdlk which brought more than $795,000 in 1954. There are approximetely 35 grade A
producers, The services of the Artificial Breeding Association and the Deiry
Herd Improvement Association are avallable,
¢ The brucellosis control program was discussed at a county-vide
moeting on May 26 by Dr, S, L. Kalison and another veterinerian from VFI. This
rrogram was discussed at the Floyd Veterans Clasa, Check Ruritan Club and at
the three Commmnity Improvement Clubs and was given a great deal of publielity
in the loeal paper, In each Corsunity Club, a committee was appointed to make
a survey and work with the agent in getting the yrogram organised, Generally
speaking, the farmers vere rather slov to cooperate in having their cows tested,
There were aprproximately 1,90 animals tested during 1955.

(b) PMoyd Artificial Hreeding ‘ssoeistion

(o] Last December, the directors of the Floyd Artificial Breeding
Association met to make plans for their annual weeting and to plan a tour to
thgNirginia Artificlal Breeding Associstion. This tour wvas made on January 4
with 3 farmers in attendance,

THS annual meeting was held on January 7 with 45 members attending.
Dr, 8. L. Kaligon ana W. H. Armetrong discussed the program and encouraged more
farmers to use it, The nevly elected directors met and elected officers om
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place, Bobby Boyd second, Glemn Harris third, Joe Caldwell fourth and Bernest Wade
£ifth, In sarly May, five prospective boys to earry this project sttended &
meoting at Willis with their parents to discuss the program in detail, The

pigs vers transferred from the Indian Valley Community to the ¥illis Community

on May 28, The agent did the final judging for the Cerrcll County project om

My 30,

The agent attended the Fat inimal Show and Sale in Roenoke om
May 10,

During March the agent attended a A-i camp planning meeting in
Chrigtiansburg, The camp program was worked out in detail., From June 225
the surmer camp was held at Canmp Susmers with 21 boys and 15 girls from the
county attending, Mrs. liugh Vest was adult leader,

Club members from this county sttending the Short Course from
June 27 to July 2, included Benits Dickerson, Sue Anna Sweeney, Donna ilderman,
Becky Poff, Margle Vest, Robert Hichards and Robert Whitlock, Sue Anna Sweeney
and Robert Richards were taken into the All Star Chapter. On October 25, five
All Stars and the Fxtension Agents attended the snmual district All Star
Conference at Dixie Caverns,

Janet Allenm and Donne Alderman attended the Comserwation Camp at
Virg'nia Peach from July 17-23,

Leon Harris a-d Linda West attended the Electric Congress in

C]
Rie'mond on September 1 and 2,

s.v'l of the olubs had pienies during May,.

Representatives of the power company assisted by giving demonstrations

on eleetrifying lamps, fuses and viring,
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(4) Assisted the county council in planning their program,

(5) Purnished members w'th practical information and record books.

(6) Recognized outstaniing elub members for their accomplishments,

(d Results

There were 12 4-H Clubs for boye organised with an enrollment of
265, Seven of these were combinetion clubs with girls, During the wvinter and
early spring several of the members discontimued, The club members ecarried 540
projeets, Of this nusber, 340 projects were completed, Many of the members
vere interested in earrying the Safety and Electrie Frojects during the vinter
months and other types of projects during the summer such as livestock, crops

and poultry, BEach member was supplied with bulletins and record books according

to the type of project,
Kbe ty) J

The 4=l County Council met in the fall of 1954 and goals vere set
up for the year, They wet again in the spring to ehdek up on progress made and
further their plans for activities during the resaining part of the year, A
committee of the ccunty counci]l met twice in April to plan the Share the Fun
program,

This program was hald in the loeal theater on May 24 with
approximately 225 people present., Fifty club members participated,

The breeding pig project was conducted in 1955, The gilts were
Judged by G, C, Price, Carrcll County Agent, in December, 1954, and on the same
date the agent judged the gilts in the Carroll County projeet, During Marech
the agent attended a Roanoke meeting to discuss the Al Breeding Fig Project,
This wes a luncheon meeting sponscred by the Sears, Roebusk Foundation, In
early day, 3. M, Godsey did the final judging, Granville Fishop wen first
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attended the FParmers Home Administration annual Field Day on the ¥. L. Slaughter
farm in this eounty. A tour of the farm was made amd the various crops were
discussed., There were approximmtely 150 farwers present,
The agent assisted with one tobacco growers' meeting st Alus Ridge
“Din late April to discuss the 1955 marketing quota referendum,

About every means avallable has been used to publicise the

agronony program including timely news articles, radio and television programs.

VI, MINOR ACTIVITIES
1. 4&~H Clubs
(a) Situation: Although there sre 4-H Clubs in all schools in the
county, we have not been able to secure leaders. No
4=H Clubs are permitted in the schools sbove the
eighth grade, There are 18 olubs for boys with a
membership of 265,
(b) Goals:
(1) Improve quality of projeet work and secure a higher percentage
of completions,
Have elub participation at Short Course, camps, Ilectrie
Congress, Council Meetings, ete.
Encoursge participation in county and state contests,
particularly the pig project, calf project and WSLS Comtest.
Sponsor "Share the Pun® program,
(e) Methods:
(1) Developed better understanding and closer cooperation with
parents,
(2) Assisted club members in planning more interesting programe.
Attempted to secure leaders to assist with programs, camps

and other sotivities,
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Posture improvement has ¢ ntinued at a high level, The 1955 ASC
program rald the farmers aprroximately $90,000 for prectices carried out although
aoumll percentace was for dralnage snd forestry work,

The /gronomy Commdttee met with 17 sembers present, G. R. Epperson
of the VFI Agronomy Department, assisted with the discussion, This group selected
certain phases of work to receive special ephasis,

A corn erperiment was conducted on the George Slusher farm, This
Morinent was under the supervision of Dr, C, F, Genber and Ed Shulkoum from

the experiment station, There were 16 different varieties of hybrid corn used.

Thias corn was harvested on September 20 and the results recorded, howvever, the

P S SIS
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results have not been vorked up and reported back, This experiment attracted
conaiderable attention but since the varieties were not labeled in the field, it
vas iggessible to hold & feld meeting to observe it. Another such experiment
will be conducted in 1756 and the varieties will be labeled and one or more
field days held,

The agent attended a meeting at Salem on December 1, 1954, at which
time a discussion was held on soil types, soil analysis and factors affecting
fertilization, ete, There were 454 soil samples submitted for analysis from
the county during the pest year,

The agent discussed ocorn production at the Willis Young Farmers'
Cludb in sarly spring. He also discussed fertilizer analysis at a meeting at
Willis. At a meeting of the Topeco Community Club, Mr, P, H, Dellart, Assistant
PDirector, discussed fertilizer recommendstions.

The agent, with other Professional Workers, attended the Fleld Day
at VFI on May 27 and also another Field Day at VFI on September 9., The agent
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(4) Results
The sgronomy program has advanced rapidly in recent years, Of
course, the #for rortion of the work was done during the winter months and
early spring, During these months muech work wes done through the Veterans Class,
Young Farmers' Clubs, Cosmsmunity Clubs, 4-H Clubs and other organised groupe

slong the lines of seed wvarieties, fertiliser r dations, leg s pastures,

and other management practices, The fertiliser and seed dealers were very
cooperntive in securing the recommended varieties for the area,

An abundance of feed was produced this year and the farmers enjoyed
a very favorable growing season, Usnususlly high yelds have been reportede—a
fou farmers producing from 45 to % bushels of vheat per acre,

It is estimated that 75 to %0 per cent of the farmers are using
hytrid seed corn, Corn yields have increased at least 5 bushels per scre ss
compared to five yesrs ago, More farmers are using corn for silage. In 1949,
42 farmers had 1% acres vhile in 1954, 141 farmers had 697 acres. One rather
bad practice has developed in recent years and that is an incressed number of
farmers are leaving their corn standing in the fall, thereby leaving the land
bare during the vinter months, MNost farmers prefer waiting until spring and
seeding oats rather than to seed their land to vheat in the fall,

Wheat acreage has gone down congidersbly during the last five years,
In 1949, 778 farmers reported 4,268 scres vhile in 195/ only 374 farmers reported
1,514 acres.

In 1949, 155 farmers reported 520 acres of alfalfs while in 1954,

577 farmers reported 2,353 scres, Most farmers are expanding their alfalfa
©
screagé each yesr vhile others are seeding for the first time, Each year,

cultivated screage is 'eing reduced and that taken out of cultivation is seeded
to elither alfalfa or ladino Clover and orchard grass,

T




ascomplishments, The Falling Branch and Locust Grove Clubs requested the agent

to suprly community members with monthly garden suggestions wvhich vere supplied

regularly.

2. Agronomy
(a) Situation: Although corn yields have increased in recent years,

there 13 need for further imgrovement, Corn acreage
has reduced from 7,200 acres in 1949 to 5,600 acres
in 1955, Alfalfa acreage has increased from 52 acres
in 1949 to 2,353 scres in 1954, Nost furmers are
produeing sufficient roughage for their needs,

(b) Goalss

(1) Increase alfslfa, Ladino Clover and orchard grass acreage,

imgrove pastures snd reduce cultivated screage.

{2) Conduct hybrid corn varietal test,

(3) Incresse acreage of corn for silage.

(4) Organize an Agronomy Comsdttee,

Methods:

(1) Secured so!] samples for analysis,

(2) Publighed seed and fertilizer recommendstions and neeod
for sufficlent plant food including top dressing vhen necessary.

(3) wWorked closely with seed dealers in order to supply farmers
with recommended varieties,

(4) Encouraged expanded screage of alfalfs, ladine Clover and
orchard grass,

(5) Worked with the experiment station in condueting & losal
hybrid corn experimental plet.
Tour to Bxperiment 3tation at VFI in September,
Fublicized the importance of harvesting hay at the proper

stage of growth,




In July, Dr. Kirkpetrick, Recrestion Specislist, conducted a

recreation leadership meeting, Two of the clubs participated and several

»

ne¥® rames vere introduced. This has meant a great deal to the recreation and

entertainnent part of the club meetings,

The communities were juiged on Qotober 19 and 20 with the Falling
Pranch Community winning first place, Locust Grove second and Topeeco third,
The county awards meeting vas held on Ootober 22 at vhich time esch comsmunity

gave a trief report on their elub activities, MNr, R, B, Jarrstt, Lrecutive

Vice Fresident of The Benk of Floyd, rresented the communities with their

prize checks in the amcunts of $50, §3 and $20,respectively, The Falling

Branch Community was jJulged in the ares contest on lovember L and received

the fifth prize of §75 in cash at the swarde meeting held in Roancke om November 17,
The area project is sponsored by the Roancke Clamber of Commerce,

- As a result of this prograp, many improvements have been made not
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only in the homes and on the farme, but community-wide improvements such as
roadside besutification, pieonie areas, road improvements, highway signs, chureh
(?nd improvements and many others, Since these fanmilies have been working
together in groups, they no lomger hesitate to rdquest specialist help when
needed, Speclalists have been called in at variocus times during the year,

Publieity has been given in the loes]l paper as well as the ares

IR

dally paper and on radio and television programes, Motion pictures and slides

wvere taken and shown on the TV program and were shown back in tvo of the commuies,

One community club member from the vinning club appeared with the ageat on

a TV program, Two olubs ;repered radio tape recordings, All clube part!cipated

in the enlightenment rrogram and, of course, all clubs prepared a serapbook whieh

gove a reather complete picture and story of the comsmunity sctivities and
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(4) Planning meetings.

(5) Training meetings.

(6) Tours.

(7) Redlo, television and newepsper publicity.

(8) Specialist help and educationsl litersture,

(d) Results

This program has been one of the most important phases of the
Extension Progrsm as it invelves all parts of the work in ome way or another,
It has resulted in bringing fasdlies together in a better fellowship, ecoperative,
jorking spirit, It has developed leadership and pride,

There vers three Comsunity Improvesent Clubs sctively perticipeting
in the Hoanoke Ares rroject this year, It was the fourth year of participation
for two of the clubs and the third year for the other,

A loeal sponsor was secured, it being The Bank of Floyd, who
Woreed to dorate $100 in cash prises. Lach community held their planming
meotings early and began vork immedietely, The agent vorked with warious
@pittee: and offered suggestions,

Some of the activities carried on by the various clubs included
such things as members bringing in gifts for a needy family and orphanage at
Christmas, gift exchange, fruit baskets prepared for the sick and shut-in,
regular potluck or covered dish surpers, pienics from time to time, motion

{ctures and slides on commnity imrrovement in the ares and local comsunity,

safety films, community clean-up day, vegetable ;roduction disoussions, fertilizes

recommendations by Mr, P, N, Delart, Bangs Disease rrogra, ete,
Edght peonle from the oounty attended the Open House program in
the Newburn Community, Pulaski County, Im May.
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Committes, Commnity Clubs with their various committees, Young Farmers' Clubs,
Feeder Calf Sale Committee, Milk Cospany Representatives, 4~ Club Counsil and
contacts with other Professional Jorkers. Many discussions on various phases
of work vith individual farmers wers considered,

The Professional Workers Cotneil was not astive this year,

A year ago, a Farmers Cooperative was organised for the purpose of
purchasing high analysis fertilizers,

Other services avallsble to the people include Vocational Agriculture
and Home loconomics in three high scheols, Veterans Class in one school, twe

Young FParmer's Clubs, So0il Conservation Service, Parmers Home Administratiom
and the ASC,

V. MAJOR ACTIVITIES
1. Community Improvement Club Program

(a) Situation: There are three Community Improvement Clubs in the
county.

(b) Goals
(1) Encourage rurs) families to work together for the
development of the commumity.
Promote a higher standard of liviag by developing a sound
system of farming and isproving the convenience, coufort
and attractivensss of the homes,
(3) Develop leadership, citizenship and good will among families
in the communities,
(e) Methods
(1) work with special committees.
(2) Discussions.
(3) Motion plotures and slides.
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acres in 1945 to an estimated 4,000 agres this year,

Talladago soil is one of the poorer type soils and makes up & major
percentage and is mainly used for pestures and woodland., Blevine, which is
an average arop soil, is of course, being used for eropland. The best twe
cropland soils in the county are Alleghany and Raburn, however, they are
relatively secarce.

Commereial vegetable production has declined in recent years due
to insects, diseases and lack of labor,

Due to topography, climmte and farm water supply, the county is well
adapted to grasing, Approximately one-fourth of the farmers bave plans under
the Soil Conservation Service program and less than alf of the farmers are

participating 4n the ASC Program,

IV, BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COUNTY CRGANIZATIONS

The Extension program started in the county im 1936, For the past
fifteen years the services of both a Sounty and a Home Demonstration Agent have
been available except this year thers wes no Home Agent from Jamuary 1 to
October 1. The county personnel includes the County Agent, Home Demonstration
Agent and OfTice Seeretary.

In 1955, there were 11 4-H Clubs for boys, 15 for girls and 7 combinstion

with a total enrollment of 2 65 boys and 338 girls, There are 19 Home

Demonstration Clubs with a membership of aprroximately 500, Three Community

Improvement Clubs participated in the Roanoke Area contest this year, A County
Board of Agriculture was organised in February.

Work and planning with other groups was very helpful in setting wp
the Extension Plan of Work, These groups included the Agronony Cosmittes,
Artificial Breeding Associstion, Deiry Herd Improvement Associstion, Wool Pool
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e III. BRIEF DESCAIPTION AND TYFF OF AGRICULTURE

7loyd Gounty is one of the mountain platesu counties and lies jJust
D Lest of the Blue Ridge Mountains in the new}y formed West Cemtrel Pxtensica
tatriot, The ares is 376 sq. miles vith a population of approximstely 12,000
peorle, Of the total srea, £2,5% 1s in farms, There are 2,160 farms nov with
an aversge size of 94 acres, There wers 2,322 farms in 19%,

The county is slmost entirely dependent upon agriculture for its
ineome, Approximetely 51 of the farme are opursted by tenants and about nalf
of the farms showed gross sales of less than 600 (1950 eensus) and 355 contained
less than % acr¥).

The slevation ranges from 2,200 to 2,800 feet, Most of the land is
rather steep and relatively little level land sultable for cultivation,

Although there sre no rallroads, the oounty is well supplied with
farn-to=market roads.

In 1944, there wers 435 farmers selling mdlk as compared to 1,425
farmers in 1949, There are perhaps slightly more than that selling milk now,

< 'he sale of vhole milk amounts to approximately one-third of the total income.
_ © The county 1s well surplied with milk routes.

v " Ployd, the county seat, 's the only incorporated town and has &
porulation of 49 people. 4 small shirt factory employs from 125 teo 140 vosen
and many of our people are employed in nearby towns outside the county.

Beef and dairy cattle mumbers are practicselly the ssme, renging fros
12,000 to 13,000, Detween 1945 and 1950, eattle and calf musbers increased from
14,532 to 23,072 and the 195. report showe 2,236,

@ The seresge of curn has been decreasing for several years, hovever,

© the yields have improved, Alfalfa screage has inoreased from approximmtely 85
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