included the ACP program and the Soil Bmnk Progran, The
ASC offico and the County Agent's Office are conveniently
located in adjacent rooms and eash ccoperates fully with
the other,

This agent sorved as Secrctary of the lobert Es lLee Soil
Conservation District in 1959

Tho Oupervisors of the Scil Comservation District moet
the first Friday of overy other month, This agent has
mailed notices of meetings to all of the suporvisors,
attended each meoting and kept mimutes as required bty
the Seerotarys The agent has also attended to all
correspondence

ag instrusted the Chairman of the

: by

supervisors,

In cooperation with the FIA this office refers farmers
nooding various types of loans to this orelit agency and
engiots the FIA supervisor with recamendations,

MEANS OF REACHING PREOPLE

This agent uses the following ways and means of reaching
people of the county with information of timely interests

le A woekly newepaper coliwrm in the county newspaper and
an occasional article in the Lynchburg liews which reaches
most of the homes in the county,

2¢ Amnouncements are sent to Wayme Tyler, VIVA's Farm feporter,
of events of interest to farmars,

Circular letters,

Personal contacts and furm visits,
Vethod and result demonstratioms.
Telephone

Vootings of farmers om spoeific projects

Tours,
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1. loliday leke lell Club Compe

Thore were 65 club membors from the
district Camp at Foliday lake, The

full progran of wonderful oducational and recrestional
fogilities and opportunitics that were enjoyed

Five county junior and adult leaders assisted wi
cﬂﬁpo

2. Sext Couse

Threo boys from the county attended Short Course at
v--oxo, w‘lﬂ" in 1959

COnnY COmicI

The Counedil met twice during the yoar, It is through
this Council that objectives for all the /=il Clubs in
the county are set ups The Counedl arrenged a program to
train all the members in the duties of their respective
club offices,

The Couneil set up the following list of objectives for
the county for the yuar:

1, Have 4=l Klootric Project Behibit Day,

2¢ Arrange for each jeil Club to go on an Electric Tour,
3¢ The 4-il Clube sponsor a Share=tho=Pun Contest.

4e Participete in Amherst County Dmy at Sweet Priar,

5« lave a countyewide Social,

6. Oboerve lational /=i Club Week,

COOPERATION WITH 5C3, ASC, AND FHA,

The agent met with the ASC Committee in developing thedr
progran for the county for the coming yoar and has assisted
in informing tho farmers of the coumty of the operation of
the various undertakings of the ASC eoffice, This has
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Arranged schedule for veotorinmrian to waceinate calves
for Pange,
Results oblained:

797 feeder cattle were consigned by 35 farmors to the
throo feoder cattle sales in Iynehburg,

118 feoder pige have been consigned to the Iynchburg
Fooder Pig Sale by 7 producers,

Two nev shoop ownors in the county in 1999,

MDIOR PROJECTS
ALXEG

1.

‘nmﬁ.luiﬂ.odm%—owmviu a complote
and thorough study of the loose=housing and milking parlor
oystem to determine the feasibility of changing from his
rresent stenchion set upe The dairyman docided against
the change.

A complete analysis of the farmming, dadrying and nmaterial
handling progran wvas made for a 60=cow dairynen by the
egort and a specialist from the Extension Boonomios
Jopartnent to determine mothods of improving the management
anxl to deternine the feasibility of increasing to 90 cows,

The agent assisted another dairyman with tho design and
arrengement of loose=housing system for a 20=gow sot-up,

4l CLUB WORK

mpmummumumuw
ono=fourth of the assistant's timo was spent with Asherst groups.

The overall 4eil progran m-muhuma,m-rxh.
mmmormivm;mww
MioimcymhnhhdhﬂanWummd
and lack of commmity leaders,
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Dnoourage farmers with famms too amall for profitable
cow=calf operations to twrn to production of feeder
ctoors.

Inorease production of quality forage.
Iradicate stray dogs.

ligy the vork was carried on:

An all=day meoting of feeder cattle producers held in
Jumary. The following toples were presented:

(1) Organization and Operation of Feodar Cattle Assoc.
(2) The Bangs Comtvol Progrems
(3) Cowscalf Progream vs. Oteer Prograne.

(4) The Ceuse of Rejocts at the Sales.
(5) Developing More Chodce and Fanay Orede Calves Through
Vanagement,

(6) Results of Virginia Feeder Calf Sales,

Worked with Lynchburg Feeder Calf Producers Association in
expanding and improving the feeder cattle narketing progran,

Used newspapers to inform farmers of the avallable Extension
pubilications which will be of wvalue in forage and livestock
production,

Used 4=l pig chain to get better type swinoe cotablished in
the county.

Assisted vith orpanisation of The Iymchiurg Feeder I'ig Sale,

Conducted demonstrations on ypreparing pige for the feedor
salo,

Through working with County Farm Pureau, pot County
Doard of Supervisors to enmect dog ordinance and establish
dog waxrden position,

Worked with the DMrectors of the Lynchiauxg Foeder Cattle
Sales in an attenpt to establish a Bull Sale,
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Iach momth mailed 208 copies of “Garden Suggestions® to
interested home gardeners, Jach momth mailed 98 coples
of "landscape lotes" to intorested homo owners,

Through the use of newspaper articles, informed home
gardeners of Dxtension publications which are available
related to garden production, insect ml disecase control
in the home gaxden,

Keop seedsmen, country merchants ete, portod as to rocams
monde! varietiecs of garden vegotables, recormended

fertilisation practices and recommended insoet and disease
control practices,

Legultg obtained:

The 1959 fruit erop yleld was
frudt set, The ty of frud
Final apalysis bo made at
in vhich the fruitse hold wp in
By Zprhasizeds

The latest census figures show 35% of total farm income
derived from livestoak other than dairy,

Pasture and hay are botter adapted to the topography than
are rov orops,

lamerous springs and small streems make water available
for livestock on overy famm,

Mmerous farmers are employed off the farm - livestock
production fits well into this type program.

Three pgool mariets convenient to the county,
Bk ws attenyteds

Inorease mmber of cattle, sheep and hoge in the county,

Got more farmors to participate in the feoder sales.

Iygrove the quality of the animals offered in the sales,
ie, more Choice and Fangy, fewer Rejects and ledium grades.
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(5) Pagkaging Pruit in Appealing Containers,

(6) Marketing ipples and Peaches.

(7) ACP for Orchardists.

An all=day orchard Tour and Meeting was held in July of
fruit growers from Ashorst and lNelson Counties sponsored
by the two Horticulture Comittees, Jumonstrations and
talks ocovered the following toples:

(1) Flatform and Vechanical Pruning.

(2) Control of Poison Osk in Orehards.

(3) Salvaging 014 Trees.

(4) Orehard Pertilisation.

(5) Irrigation.

(6) 1959 Sprey Program,

(7) Marketing Apples and Poaches.
(8) Packaging the 1959 Fruit Crop.
(9) Advertisin: Virginia Apples.

lade available to orchardists Extension publiocations
epplicable to fruit production.

Vorked with repr tatives of Virginia Apple Cormission in
ottaining information relative to cormercial producers
of fruit in the county,

Workod with representatives of conmercial spray material
companies in their association with orchardists,

Inoouraged commorcial orchardists to participate in ACP
prectices related to their operation,

Secured services of Extension Speeialists in conducting
serios of pruning demonstrations for home orchards and
ornemental shrubs,




G HORTIGUIIURE

1.

L

B Bmphasised:

The latest consus indisated 177 of total farm income was
derived from fruit,

Now

problens are arising as the result of tho following:

(1) Fruit production is beooming more technical and
highly spocialised,

(2) The orchardist remaining in the dusincss are increase

ing their troo mmbers,
(3) labor shortege and expense,
(4) Inoreased cost of spray materials,
dat was attempted:

The production, harvesting, storing end marketing of
pality fruit,

Wise use of spray materials for the eontrol of diseases,
insocts and weeds,

fotter managemont practices to improve the efficiensy of
labor and machinery,

gy the work was carried oni
in all=day moeting in Jumary of fruit growers from Amherst
and llelson Counties was sponsored jointly Ly the two=county

fortioulture Camittess, At the meeting the

following
topies were discussed Ly spocialist in that partioular
proble: areas

(1) Fruit Dresicedown in Cold Storege.

(2) Hendling Fruit From Tree to Consumer,
(3) Nesulte of 1958 Spray Progrem.

(4) Changes in 1959 Spray Progrem,
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gy the work was carried on:

Pnoouraged use of scil test to determine limo and fertiliser
noods on each field that has not been tested in the past

three yoars,

Furnished all alfalfs growers of the county with 18105 -
Revised, "Control the Alfalfa Woevil,*

Fumished all farmers of coumty a copy of "Recanmended
Variety of Fleld Crope for imbherst County for 1959."

}Made available to seedsmen and fertiliser dealors infore
mation on recamended variotice and recamended fortil!ses
tion practicos.

Incouraged dealors to attend area agronony meetings and
asoiot dealers ax! professional workers in keeping abreast
of the changes occuring in field and crop management,

Through newspaper articles farmers were informed of the
Pxtornsion publications relating teo forage production, erep
production and fertilisation which were availaile,

Conducted serics of meetings relating to tobmcoo production
with emphasis on results of variety teots, lrproved
cultural practices and inseoot and diseane control,

ot up two tobacco fertilisation demonstrations showing
ircrease in yheld by using recommended amount of correct
snalysis tobacco fertiliser,

lad representative of U, 5, lepartment of Interior, Fish
and Vldlife Service, assist with series of demonstrations
using grounihor bombs to eraticate the grounchogs.

Lomaltg obtaineds

428,5 acres of pasture on 71 farms vere topdrossed with
line and/or fertiliser as moeded as result of soil teste,

583 acres of permanent pasture were seeded in 1959,
A;Mtohm-omorm“topdnuodm

vore peeded,
Four additional horisental silos were tuilt and put in use,

The yield of (iroecured tobacco was increased to an estimated
1,350 pounds por acre,




lemlts obtaineds
172,400 trecs were planted on 51 farms in 1959,

Zlever farmors roquested Foreetry ACP practices tizough
the ASC office,

1,192 seres, on 22 farms wore cxamined ly the County
For .

AR Y
L “mphasimed:
21% of land in oounty is eropland,
Tho production of adequate forage is essontial to sueccessful
livestock production. (Inccme from dairy and livestock
production makes up 48% of the total farm income for the
m.)
The total fire-cured tobacoo allotment for the county is
660 aores which is divided smeng 600 farmo with an average
vield of 1,267 pounds per scre in 1958,
Gullies and broon~straw fiolds are eammon in Amherst County,
gt was attempteds

Inprove pasture management through the use of soil tests,
fertiliger and lime applications and rotetion grasing.

Eotablish more pormanent pasture and reclair more natural
blue=grass pasture

Inorease the production of high quality hey throuch
improved production and harvesting practices.

Inorease production and use of silage,

Mvert idle acres to pasture or woodland,
Increase the yleld of fire-gured tobacco.
Encourage use of Soil Conserwvatiom practices,
Incourage use of ACP Bel and A=2,
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lLatest Census Report showed inccme from wood products to be
only 6% of total farm inoomes
Fazmers have a convenient market for hardwood pulp and pine
pulp in Iynchburg or Big Island; for vencer logs in Auherst
Courthouge and for saw timber to mmerous sav mill operators
throughout tho county,.
gk wes atterpteds

Yake farmers more avare of the potential walue of their
woodland,

Get farmers to practice better weodlot mana;ement,
lgy the work was carried oms
Tho Gxtension Forestry Committee:

(1) Sponsored and attempted to erganise the Nxtension
Porestry Comtest,

Flarned and conducted tour showing result of demone
stration set up in 1958,

Purnished landowners available puhlications showing methods
of planting and spoteplanting seedlings.

Znoouraged woodland owners to secure the services of
Virginia Division of Forestry in merking timber Lefore
mrko‘tim‘.

Use! nowspaper articlos to publieise the advantages of good
woodlet management,

Used mase media to csution woodlot owners to be on the look=
out for pine sawfly,

Worked with representatives of Virginia DMvision of Pomutry,
leade Corporstion, lYest Virginia Milp & Paper Compary
Wmutmmwm;na— inﬂunt.

landowners to participate in forestry practices
in the ACP,




woatdon

mherst County 1o situated in the westegentral Pledmont
Flatean with the Mue Ridge Mountaing on the western border.

Zopoczany

Rolling to hilly and mountaineous with adequate streams and
springs to supply water for livestock on every farm,

QAliie

Temporatures average about 38° in January and 77° in *
The frost free groving season extends from around April 15 to
about October 25,

dallold

Amrmal precipitation aversges about 40 inches,
Slac of county

Total land area of 470 square ndles or 298,380 g res.
deocland Acroare

179,228 acres or 55%.

Lrondiuw Aoroun

65.155“’..”21.8/“.

maue horeass

67,248 acres or 22,5%,

MAJOR PROJECTS

Janiyyice

1. M Mephasiced

g Approximately 77,000 agres, or 53% of knhorst County farm
land is woodland,
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