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USE

(!" general purpoce for the year of 1953 was to develop

vk 2 program to:

Improve the ecomomic conditions of all the people
in Mathews County,

1
ie

2, Help raise the ndards of living by improving the
health, the recreational, the soeial end the spiritusl
nditions of our people,

Here are some of the things we belisved we should do to
fulfill our purposes

he problems vhich are preventing

for bet'er living.,
to improve conditions,

information designed to inspire and help
improve their conditions,
.
loaders to assist in the various fields

he many iniividuals and organizaticns
n nd thelr programs for improved

To help set goals to encournge enthusisstic and
‘!(ml",.'r:‘ action,

following individuals an! organizations assisted and
o plan end prow Fxtension Program throughout

sar?! - H, L, White, Farmer
inoss Men; Col.’ [ Beef Farmer) E, H, Sedler,
Foultry Parmer; Henry Dou 11 Parwer; John Bing, Custom
ihinery Operator; tto ealer Farm Froducts)




Jo A, Mickelborough, Flover & Lerge General Farmer, Fred
Maxvell, Lerge Dairy Farmer; and Lester Levis, Young Farmer,

Frofessional Workers - Harry N, Clements and Alfred L, Turner,
White Vocstionel Agricultursl Instructor; K, A, ¥Fekemny, Colored
Voe al Agricultursl instructor; L, J, Hale s Representative
Farmers Home Adninistration; Mrs, Lemmel Hutson, Welfare Super-
visorj H, R, Hendricks, District Forester; D, D, Adams, Tepre-
sentative Joil Comservatiom Servicey Wilbur C, D4, lepresenta-
tive Production & Marketing AMdministration; and L, I md thy
President, Farvers' Bank of Mathews,

Other Coopereting Organiseticms and Individuels - Mathews County
Boe " Superviso Mathows County Sehool Boardj School
Frineipals and PTA Groups, Mathews ounty Ministerisl Assccis-
ion, fed Croses, Mathews unty Furitsn Club, Mathews Senior
Woman's Club, Mathews Junior Woman' lub, John Clayton Gerden
Club, Colonia) Garden Club, The Mathews Garden ( lub, Gwymns
Island Garden b, Hatheu 4 snd Gup Club, Methews Journal,
Mathous County Inter-Club Council on Civie amd Conservation

Matters, and Gwynns Islan ivi b,

the several condit

ns vhich vere favorahle

n tension progrenm,

percentas f farm ovnership (approximetely
el roperty). This oumershiy
to progreass,

n groups in their various
n farming, As they work together
of current interest,

ng, on boats, saw

3. Mathews County 4 A old o went with meny Camily
thich increase Y ency of communiecstions,

v churches in our
county of 27 square m ) mete 7000 populatiom offer
another oprortunit) oy moet regularly and discus
affairs of cur-ent




in this » here are X post offices, most of
which are combined witl ry stores vhere our people meet
daily and nightly over the deily heppenings,
.

e abundance o ] well distributed
’

mansgerent,
good distribution and
ns whi ve vere obliged to consider
success of our Extensi-m Program,

percentage of our farms are very small

juate mechinery,

chirery, especially on
me in proper

Most of the upants of these smell farme make their
r actd 8 and they are not interssted in
ngs, scting as comunity leaders or working

1ttoan

living in othe
ettending farr meet
n agricul tural comm

3. The feect that practically none of our youth expect to

farm for a living,

a. There are now six or possibly seven young men
between high school age and 30 years old wvho are
vorking ful me on their farms, There are a
fow more o men hired operete cusiom
machinery jers-mal vork, None of these has
studied o4 mlture in titutions higher than

high school,

o here 1s a tendenc) > eople

old fashioned wa
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11 o8 1isadvanteges in mind,
executed 53 Extension Frogrem wvith the

person or better agricult
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that proper soil menagoment is the
economical production of erops and

Most of ocur soil types respond well aml produce
abundantly vith good mansgement,

Fost of om (5 low in organic matters, In
his hot, hum limate our soil orgamic matter
iiseprears rapidly, therefore, this organie

matter must be replenished contimuously,

"he pral ant foods in our soils are not

herofore it is nocessery to test

nd ob e the plant growth of each

n sufficient plant foods
nomicel productiom,

are inclined to t1l1] amd
nd insdequately becsuse of

rec &

that high ylelds
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necessity of ving the
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praciical use and
noerning the

Frocedure

1. Over 1000 famil in Mathews County subscribe to
ur locel weekly payer, A very large percentage
of the fardlies are ferm familien, According
to surv taken in recent years a very hlgh
per cent
week] ablings Of A Coumty Agemt), I
an sati sd ) iz the beot and cheapest method

£ surrent informe tion to the most
hey will use,

Nineteon of these articles included the various
phases of soll fertility an'! menagément to use for
economics] production,

The second most successful method of getting people
to use better methods of soll management erop

production is by the farm treining of commmity
leaders,

been previously indicated, our people

e close %o each other and work in groups from
lay to day. his is not true “n areas of large
farms and full tize farwers, When we can train
& part time farver well here he soon tells his
neightors all asbout it, e will point out how
this vorked out later on in our ecrop production
results,

El

ontacted local dealers with the purpose of
soquainting them vi'h the need of the various
analyses of fertilisers so they may help to
guide their customers in their purchases and alseo
they wou be prepared to suprly the needed
fertiliser

end wvorked vith many custom machinery
1y em obtain proper machinery
and guide om in tter tillage, cultivation, seoding
an'! fertilizer., Many small farm owners depend on

the custom vorker h advice,




from our soll menaging
the results of crops
olloving reports,
Fertilirer, lime and green
in the soil

manure crops verm inecluded
menaging progrem and as a prt of each
rodu

portant grain crop grown in Mathews
yield of /0 bushels per sere
n be produced ecomomically,
capable roducing higher ylelds than
ne. p slieve weo should emphatielly
urge ouf people to work toward Adigher corn yields
a economi production,

o A ptt

o el
can not support sdequate machinery,
ustom machinery and labor is partioul:
he small farme vhich ma) it thet much more
roduce high yields for greater economy,
he other causes of lowe
n ares

P

ields and uneconomical
producti

late planting,

unbalanced fertiliser used,
or thick for maximm resultes,

resu

lting im poor seed beds,




trol anxl destruetion of corm roots,

lost in storage from rodenmts and

What Was Attempted
le believed that under normel weather conditions our
farmers should be getting everage yields of st least
0 bushels inste of thedr usual 35 to 40 bushels per
acre,

We hoped the producers could prove to themselves
thet with proper cultural prectices, by using

good seed of recommended varieties end by supplying
adoquate, balanced plant foods, corn is more profit-
able to produce than by neglecting to use smy or all
of these prectices,

ie wanted more people learn wore sbout the
capabilities of their solils and when, how mmch and
what enalysis of fertilizers to epply to furnish
balanced plant food for higher ami more ecomomicel

yields,

wvanted the people of Mathew ounty %o prove to
themselves thet they can produce corn more profitebly

even on their very smell farms,

Frocedure

April 2, 1953, every known corn producer in Mathews
County was sent a letter ocutlining the recommended
methods of producing corn for higher ylelds and
greeter economy,

ely informetion relative to the various phases
orn production was included in fourteem "Rambl ' ngs
ounty Agent® articles,

comunity leader is only as good as
ne. e also believe this leader can
ghbors how to do a job umtil he knows
Job himself, Ve further believe that




ell an! knows how he d4
villing loader tut is
' neighbors,

As ve menticmed previously our people work im
groups, We 14 in smell county comprised of
many smell compunities, News travels rapidly here
even from group to group, or communi ty to community,
ihen o leader does a special job on his farm there
is no need to ecall meeting to get the information
to his neighbors,
119 premise we used as our leaders for
B, producers vho were eager to tyy
high ylelds of corn, and who vere
Alling to follow recommendaticons vhich
le as the results of oficial exper-

Selection of these leaders we umally no problem
beoruse they whe people who came %o us with
their questi bout how Yo do just whet we hoped
t ne, when they actuslly followed directions

-

W fiel nd got desired results they graduated
r ders and this advice was sought after snd
they were pretty much aceepted ss suthroities in
their field of enddavor,
.

For instances A yeer ago Jack Parris had no idea
he was a potential leader in corn production,

In faet if we had asked him be such a leader
he probebly would have found plemty of excuses for
refusing such e responsitdlity, In his modeaty he
probably would heve denied any characteristies of
2 leader in corn produ on,

But Jack is a leader, He is an effective leader,
vhen he bought his place six years ago the neighbors
laughed at him, Al)l of Mathews ounty knew that

he had bought & lemen, Just the year before, four
or five deer hed esten just sbout all the corn

that wes .r'"x‘l(“‘ on 12 acres of land next to the
woods,




over 30 tushels of soybeans

' 2 i this year inspite of
ther he harvested about 75 tushels
« Nou the neighbors who used &
men vho ride the bus to wor
arvested this corn with the
ing about the mirecle of good
corn productiomn,

8 a complete farm plan,

e had 8 soll tested

sor accor'ing to the

t old "Meadow Forp”

county® but it is en

ces or flelds rum
s=negement ,

n everage product
1953, e largel;
able %o seceom

ro8 have beon of

or g el

mshels, Under normel wveather
eve we vould have gotten the %
his lief is based on the estimeted
prectices used r and in
i produce

wome good results,
sware of the necessit
ny flelds vhich
bushels of corm this
weather, hose neighbors
or mear failures heve
he need for using more
o be assured of a erop and
eccnomd cally,
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produce sn aver: of

w soybeans produced in

seeds, by plen

ntrolling weeds, good

et th b dome were similar
e for the corn project,

Special emphasis was placed on seeding Ogden heans
because they seemed to be superior variety for
this aree é@ could be harvested bafore our wet

season o« n fros estroyed them,

hels per acre, Even
able to produce an
this vas a 1itt) 00

urvey has been mede %o determine
the opinion is th.t we averaged
the county, Many fields yilelded
ushels and seversl ylelded between
ere,

aprerently
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minete variety seeded,
r varieties previous

it this year most of the
weeds vere comtrolled

year presented no eppreciable

ect wvas reasomably successful,

ur smell greins progrem wes handled sinilearly to the
eviously menti-ned erop,

‘ecause of the soi) improving progrem more and better
‘hinery, better available varieties amd a better
retand production practices, better ylelds are

This fall

| 1 Tecause of earlier vavioties of corn growh,

ecause corn matured earlier this yeer than usual,
because mechanical pickers ve vailable for earlier
¥ ecause the Ogden soybeans were harvested

en the loter varieties provicusly grown,

ins were seeded 4m the proper season
1 preparation, The prospects for
in 1954 wre bright,

The meed for goo' pastures is increasi with the
1 increase in mmber of beef animsls in
Mathew ounty, ur scil is adapted to good
pesture ecrops, he suppl; moisture is usually
mfficient to supply grasing crops during the
normally dry periods, e cen normally expect

to graze cur improved permanent pastures for

9 to 9% months
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sheep in Mathews County re well
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relatively new in
Mathews Coun ¢ thin

seversl of our producers
have learned hings about vhich the others
would like

made for the producers to gt
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Alngst every home owners in Mathew ounty has a
home garden,

The management of the rena aversges good,

Some producers are neg ng to keep the

organic matter nte high in their garden
ils, This prevent from having the

est suwer garden they are capable of having,

It h to persusde the home
uate dusting and spreying
insects and disease
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Situstion

Mat ews County has o poy ‘on of aprroximetely 7000
people within en ares ¢ out 37 square wiles, Our
"

people work in many organizetioms and groups with progrems
lesigned to improve rurel living,

#
What Was Attempte

ie Yeliove these groups he : ps which could
serve the people im ved , p | most of these
organisations may utilise the various phases of the

Extension Ser to make their program more effective,

e wrote a letter to each organization outlining
our progr for the count nd offered our service

osul .8
to assist the followingt

Lodze

Woman's lube

Gerden Clube

Meetings with OGwymns Island Civie Club

Meetings with PTA

Meeting th Mnisterial As iation
wreh moeting® other t an the church of vhich we ars

members

Meetings with the Ruritan lub

Meetinga with Tidevater Hygiem

Meeting with "ed Cro

Meeting with Je

eotings Syring

Meeting wit

Je believ r onl » able to help mgke
the programs of zations more effective but that
to become aoquainted

with the benefits may derive from the Extension Service,

these comtacts heve 1 more people
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Ramblings

OF A COUNTY AGENT
By E. L. Phillips

The Fight is Oa Again
hords of insects which pester
you last summer may have re-
d during the winter, but they
no idea of any truce talks
only retreated to their winter
dqu irs for protection and %o
n strength for greater attacks

year

pme pests dug into the earth in
garden. Others wintered under
trash nearby Still others spent
winter in flelds near and far
they fed on winter vegetation
hibernated. If these winter quart-
were not disturbed and the
destroyed, they will soon be
eager to do battle

Identify your Enemy

first requisite of an effective
k is to know your enemy. You
not need to know thelr names
you must know their habits and
r weaknesses Some insects, such
potato bugs, blister beetles and
¢ worms are boid in their
They are only interested in
jing you out of house and home
d do not mind being seen
Dther insects, such as plant lice
), Mexican bean beetles take

cover an the under sides of the
leaves. The cut worm works at night
while several pests destroy the roots.
The flea beetle is so small you can
hardly see him but he is no less

treacherous. Some insects are cam- |
| around the plants will prevent dam-

ouflaged
Strike Early

Most inSect enemies s e n d out
scouts as It were to reconnoiter
and set their stage for an act. These
scouts are experienced and extreme-
ly dangerous. If you find and destroy
them. you may have your battle won
before they know what happened
These parent insects lay their eggs
if they are not destroyed and be-
fore you know it the hords are upon
you and you have a major battle to
fight. Diligent sentry duty s your
cheapest and easiest means of fight.
ing insects

Use the Right Ammunition

Tt Is a waste of effort and money
to use a rifle on an enemy holed up
in caves in a hill You have to blast
them@out with the big guns, burn
them out or cover them up so deep
they cannot get out, Bo it is with
the sucking type insect. They bury
their mowths into the leaves and
stems and suck the life out of the
plants. You have to use a contact
maternal on them which will burn
poison or smother them

Bugs and worms which chew the
plants can be controlied with
stomach poisons Some insects are
much harder to kill than others,
therefore it is Decessary to use more

severe ammunition on them.
Use Efficient Guo,

A good sprayer or god duster is
necessary to fight invects effectively
and fmall
will work the ene’gy out of you and
discourage nece sary repest perfor-
mances Buy a good tool and save

You might say the 1
poison gas or germ warfare
actually carry the germs from
to plant. Plants weakened by
lnjury are more subject to
by diseases. Combination dust and
spray  materials may be used
combat both the insects and
r~ases

Watch Out for Duds

Be sure your spray and dust
materials are right. Old or poorly
stored materials are often weak and
ineffective. By the time you find it
out it is o late. Some manufact-
urers only use as little of the killing
agents as the law allows or even

you do it by guess and guess
and get duds Always follow the
manufacturers directions.

War I

ié;;?li’i!

aiifi

:
AL

E

Most Insecticides are

tions. Keep
| from children and livestock

Let's Maneuver a Bit

age. Nine parts bran and one part
paris green makes a good polson
bait to place around the plants in
the late evening. The potato bug is
another early bird. Almost any
poison will kill him: 5% DDT, paris
green or arsenste of lead. It Is not
& bad idea to use a mixture of in-
secticide and fungicide on potatoes
You can buy these ready mixed

Aphides on your peas yet? They
creep In and do & lot of damage
before you notice them if you are
not alert. Nicotine Sulfate (Black
Leaf 40) will do the trick on them

Flea beetles on potatoes, tomatoes
egs plants, etc. They are a tiny
lively jumping beetle Give him some
rotenone. He's & bad one if you
neglect him

The Mexican bean beetle is al-
ways with us. He will ruln you if you
do not know his habits and destroy
him early. Rotenone is sure death
to him If you use the right mixture
and place It where he lives.

The striped and spotted cucumber
beetles are usually ready to eat as
soon as your melons and cucumbers
peek through the ground until they
start to bear: longer If necessary

Cabbage worms are extremely
small when they first start to eat
but they soon grow up They may
be hard to see 00, because they are

! the same color as the plant. Dust or
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Rotary Hoe

Job 50 I stopped to see
what it was all about

There were right many tiny weeds
already peeking through the ground.
There had been a hard rain & few
days previously and the soll was

4 top job of locsening the soll a

enough to amount to anything

i

JEiET
l;;i 3‘5‘ .

ground too Bobby sald he cultivated
about 60 acres in one day this
The machine covers two rows
time and you do not get all
out operating 1t like you do
valing small plants with a
cultivator. All you do is keep
tractor somewhere near d
of the row and let the rotary
g0 where it will

To get the best use of
hoe, your land must
and In pretty good
weeds and grass
it would dig out )y
weeds and grass it would also
the crope

Tom Kemp, who works with
by on some crops. told me
one fleld of corn which

weeds and in a couple of days they
had almost a perfect stand of corn

Good Oats

1 have been watching Fostér
Oliver's good field of oats for the

to grow erops
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OF A COUNTY AGENT
By E. L. Philips

In addition to all this, there
» nice nest egg of $1180/
this were a farmers flock &
could claim il profits he would

Easler Sald Than Done?

!

Last week In this column 1 wrote
some of the rules of poultry man
agement necessary to success with
poultry

This morning & gentleman asked |
me if It were easier Lo tell how to
ralse chickens than It Is 1o actually
raise them Perhaps it is, but there
are rules to succesaful poultry busi-
pess and closer we follow those
rules the nearer we will come to|
making money on the deal

1 can speak of this wit
suthority. Before I came to Mathews
County, I was managing & large |
farm in Powhatan County. Among
other things, on that farm we had |
a 2000 poultry laying plant com-
plete with Grooder and laying
houses and equipment.

One of the first things the presi-
dent of the school which owned the
plant said to me was that they had
been losing money on their pouitry
project and they were extremely
anxious to make that part of their
farm pay. In fact, he was disgusted
with the whole thing and was glad
to dump it into my lap

A thorough examination of the
situation immediately showed three
things which may be causing the
trouble | They were buying cheap
chielkens from a hatchery which was
not following the standards of good
poultry business. Consequently the
chicks were of poor quality

2 The poultrymean was just laay
and neglected his duties. Conse-
quently many
irregularly and
Trouble progressed before
checked. A lazy man can get
a lot of trouble
chickens

3. The laying house
exoept for one thing
tion was bad. This
summer and winter ™ i
trouble the poor ventilation caused
was dampness. Most of their birds
were dying with colds and disease
caused by wet litter

All of these conditions, with a few
others, were corrected. The records
for the last eleven months I was
there will ow that it paid to be
alert to all the detalls of good
pouitry management That fock
that year paid for the services of
the poultryman and his son We
bought all their feed from Rich
mond not from the farm, and they
pald for this They paid $350 rent
on the poultryman's house They
bought the poultryman 500 pounds
of pork. They paid for & new reof
on one poultry bullding. four new
electric brooders, the depreciation
of all bulldings and equipment, $240
for my supervision and left s much
better inventory than at the begin.
ning of the year

& little |

was very good

Have you ever walcl
of boys playing ball wi

ants to make his own rules? Such
a game I8 just ome nolsy quarre!
feste usually ending with hard feel-
ings and possibly a few bloody
noses

Producing a farm crop s the
same way. When we turn out bum
fleld crops or crops of livestock
or poultry year after year, we blame
the weather, we blame the guys who

sold us the seed or fertilizer and we
blame our luck. But the changes are
we have not learned the rules or we
enough sense to follow
you have

have not
them. To be & good Iarmer
to be a good sclentist,

a weather prophet, &

and a fAnancier. The sun is
to be your clock but

pigs and lambs favor arriving on
rainy nights Night is also

for the

gambler He bets all he has

rains will water his crops and not
frown them out or wash them away
6r destroy his crops at harvest time
He bets all he has that the price
will still be good when he must
sell his years work and investments
He bets all he has that the insects
and diseases will bypass his farm in
their annual ravaging.

The farmer has & Jot of rules to
Jearn and follow rules work
and are not to be with. The
cow that produces 10

itk

or you will find old man disaster
just around the corner
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OF A COUNTY AGENT

up near North P. O, a few days
ago to talk to him about his soy-

1 stopped In to see Edmund Jones.
beans. One of his neighbors had told
me that Edmund had gotten a right
good yield this year. If you are going
to grow soybeans, I am sure you are
Interested in getting high yields

Jr,

400 bushels from 12 acres”
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done much
said he M he
hnnl 0 mu. too thiek
little better lhe

Mtule disappointed b«-nu‘-
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to use a plow

heard he had
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Ramblings
OF A COUNTY AGENT

° By E L Phillips

Starved Race Horses
Starved Corn

T guess about all of you have see
race horses race first or last Man
of you have owned race horses and
some of you have driven then
Some of you have even won a few
g00d races with your favorite steed

I bet you have never won a clos
rage with a starved horse. I bet yo
have never been tempted to put
half-starved animal on the track |
ompetition. No sir, he gets the best
hay on the place. He gets the right
mixture of corn and oats and brar
He gets salt and other minerals and
when he goes to water he gets just
the right amount of good. clear
water

That norse 15 especially bred t
travel fast. He can go like the wind
when he is right. If he s half
starved he can still set a good pace
for a little while but he soon plays
out and s soon eating the dust of

his better managed competitors
It's the same way with corn. Our

best corn varieties today are es
pecially bred to produce high ylelds
of good quality corn. They are bred
to withstand drought and to stand
up until the ears are matured. They
will do it too, if they are properly
mi Proof: Those yields of 30
and 40 barrels of corn on the well
managed farms are the same kind
of proof you have In the horse that
wins the races.

Why don't they yield like that on
¥ place® Your corn is starved.
that's why You say, “T used lots of
fertilizer how come my corn is
starved?” You feed your race horse
good hay and lots of corn and what
happens He looks strong, slick and
fat, but he gets about hall way
around the track and he starts to
blowing and lagging behind. He was
starved for some muscle and stam-
Ina bullding feed

It's the same way with your corn
You apply 200 to 400 pounds of
$-M-5 fertilizer under your corn at
planting time, then throw on an-
other 200 to 300 pounds of nitrate pf
soda after your corn is up --C.
high. You notice your corn is green

but you still only make

barrels of corn and lots of

the ears are lght and chafly and

the stalks fall down before you car

get it picked &our race h

looked in good shape
hold Why?

but it did m

You
know

that horse the best you
1 he looks good on the
day of the mce but he il

have what it takes ™= has been &
lttle off late His stomacn or liver
s off & little. He loses again. You
foed your corn lots of balauced fer-
tiliger. but you have not limed your
field for years. Your soll has ifi-
digestion. It does not make

use of that expensive fertilizer You
throw & bunch of money away oo
fertilizer Your land has & sour
stomach so the fertilizer is not used
by the plant, but s turned into
waste In the soll

Where s ali this haranguring
getting us. Well, we know that ¢ lot
of time and experience have gone
into the breeding of these good sorn
varieties We know some vark tes
suit our area betler than others We
know that with proper management
they will produce great yields We
know the quality of grain is good
and that the stalks will not break
too hadly if fed.

What is it that we do not know
which prevents our getting good re-
sulta? When you have a
you can see that he
housing, s worked just
you ean feed him just

how a

properties which cannot be easily
detected

We know that corn must have an
abundance of plant food in propor-

ortions
which

tell of
d which are lacking in
I eannot see, or feel
hese needed elements. You
they are there and
by the

f previous crops
one good means of
ou to determine the extent
various plant foods in your
That is o soil test. These tests
cannot be perfeet, but they are good
for practical sppliestion. After

your o Y
r smel

soil

you

get the results of your soil tests,
then it is necessary that you apply
the kind and amount of fertiliser
needed to balance the various plant
foods in your soll

Keep Stalks Standing

Proper balapee of plant food not
only gets more graln more econom
leally. but it keeps those corn stalks
standing better

In one experiment where stalks
were breaking over badly about the
time the ears were ripe, we found
there was a definite deficiency of
potash. Where nitrogen had been
sdded to this potash deficient soll
practically every stalk broke down
Where the potash was added to
balance the plant food, the yield
was more than doubled and th
stalks stood until after harvest

Most of the flolds in Mathews
County can use much more potash
Many people use too much nitrogen
for the amount of other plant food
used. This practice 8 getting you
into & lot of trouble

If you expect to use fertilizer by

instead of by soll test
use fertilizer higher in potash such
a8 5-10-10 instead of 8§-10-5 or
2-12-12 onstead of 3-13-8. Use plenty

per scre. Use nitrate
only as you see the need for
color of the leaves next
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OF A COUNTY AGENT
By E L Phillips

20 Barrel Corn

Do you have any corn that will

make 20 barrels per acre this year?

Do any of your neighbors have 20
corn?

There are a lfew people in Mat.
hews County who are going ‘o
produce 20 barrels per acre providing
the weather acts any where near
normal for the next month or so

1 slways become curious about
the reasons for extra good ecrops. I
Bhe to talk to those folks who can
@0 the extra good job of
erops when the drought has whip-
pod so many of his neighbors

As you drive down the road and
yOu see an extra good fleld of corn,
why not make it & point to stop and
talk to the operator to find out how
be did 11?7 He usually s only too
happy to tell you

Here are some of the gquestions to

oMk What crops were raised In the
fleld in previous years? How well
did these crops yield? Did he turn
ander organic matter IIn  recent
years? Was that organic matter
legume crops such A8 soybeans,
erfmson clover or vetch? How deep
8 the 20il7 What variety of corn did
be plant? When was it planted?
How much and what analysis of
fertilizer did he use? When and
where did he apply the fertilizer?
How often and how deeply did he
Sultivate? How dees he sccount for
the extra good crop?

Now if you will ask & jot of folks
who have extra poor crops of corn
the same questions. you may be sur-
prised how different the answers
will be I admit there are a lot of
poor fields this year on farms where
we usually find the best of fNelds. 1

these good pelghbors are

» know how they

thd Do y o gel poor

The most satisfying thing about

good yield in & dificult yeur is the

fact that it not on paid off well

would have pald just

inder normal

words, &t s

to do the extras to reap

year If the weather

should be so dry that the present

@op cannot possibly make use of

the practices you are all set for the
next crop

What does it take 10 get o
good yields? 1. Deep soll
try to make a shallow soll
one working This practice
several years. 2. Fertlle soll:
awans an abundance of the
the plants need for extrs
Plentiful organic matier:
matter supplies plant
the soll mellow so
penetrate readily
moisture during dry
mita excess water to
we have too much
matter is the life of your soll

Your fields should be tested so
you will know how much lime to
apply and how much and what kind |

i
i:1§fi§!if§:§

i
|

next shower or will continge o go

ney planted in the wrong
senson this year 1 was lookihyg over
Victor Hudgins corn last evenlng.
He has fNive varieties of hybeld corn,
He pianted these in three different
smsons. Some was pretty early,
some quite late, but there wi hard-
Iy & yellow leaf in his and
some of his corn will be ins
fow weeks 1 suspect some of his'
varieties wil Ihit close to 20 barrels
o You should go down nedir One.

there are less weeds

Up to now Birdsall Forrest,
tween Moon and Diggs Post Offices,
has the best soybeans [ have
“They are almost shoulder
Jamb full of blossoms.
things can happen 1o beans
now and harvest, I would
hazmrd & guess as the
these benns 1f conditions contin:
favorable, you will see over -
els come out of this

Show Corn for Falr

Mathews County
ribbers for show
water Falr this yea
has not been 88
boring countics as
good corn and ha
may have some
et me know. I will
select the corn. I
up to the fair and pince
vantage

1 you have an axtra good
oorn or know of a neighbor
please Yot me know. This
%0 learn the fine points of
crops under difficulties. If you
succeed when things are difficult,
then you are sure of success when
conditions are favorable We be-
come strong working together
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THE HOUSE AND SURROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT — Interpretation




19

THE HOUSE AND SURROUNDINGS, FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT

'l A




HOME MANAGEMENT, FAMILY ECONOMICS, AND CLOTHING-—Interpretation

59 for interpretation of
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