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SMOARY OF & B

UECRBER 1, 1943 to;i‘u-'l.. ER 30, 1944
¢
‘4 * . -
Extension wark at Virglule Truck Expepiment Station

during the past yesr has Ueen.lirpgely devoted tc¢ (1) personal
visits %o -.'ej."t:clu growers in thé Ngrfolk area, (2) best
desonstreticas om growers farms, (3) fertiliger and lime recom<
sendations based om scil tests made by the Scils Depertment of
the Virginis Truck Experident Statiom, (4) Victory Cardem pro-
sotiom aud advice, and (§) & weekly newspeper article om
veretable production.

roporili of
e s Deen
of the research staff of the Virginie Truck Ex-
periment Jteticny This cluse cooperatia: !les been most valuable
petting prompt soluticos of the farmer's problems, anel in keep-
the specianlists pested on seascnal developments in their!
ields. When the County Agent-at-large wus not sccom=
i1is%s, he regularly conferred with them in regard
'.,ﬁ field upon returning t& the Statitm.,
The past year has been e lard one, with repesated crop
failures, for some of the vegetable zrowers. in scuth-eastern
Virginia, but in other K parts of the regior yields lave been good
nd returns quite satisfeactarys Irrigation Iss paid big pre-
siums to these fermers who hed facilities fa it. The lower
part of irincess Anme County probebly suffered. mare than any
other aree because, first, the derly »si r drought wes most
severe there, sericusly reducing the yield of white potatoes and
‘delaying the plenting of sweef potatoes, snd then, the hurricane
om Septenper 14th was moare seVere there, wiping ocut most of tiw
snep beans sihiich had escaped the ravages of the corm eér wornm.
Local lebor tas Deen incressingly short end undepenfisble, but
the use o importec Bahamian farmm hamds and priscners of wer has
ceen of great sssistance in over-coming this handicap. ilowever,
. of truck crops will xrobebly furthe: s duie in this

1948 because of the uncertainties ahesad.

As im 1043, »

Ly Aient-et~large
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Seed Treatuoent

The County Agent-et-large assisted in
ef she affect o seed treataent oa seedling stand om & farms in
ecanties., Crops imcluded im these teats were peas, edible soy
spinach, corn, oucumber, tomatces; beets, lettuce.
work was 1 peration with & mticnel gr
: the near future,

carrots, and
oject and the results
e 1ished .in :
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retes of 750 l:.d 1000 pounds por scre with appropriats untreated aress
&8 checks. 1 ares will be replanted to sweet potatoss in
project is ng carried on in cocperation with tie Flant
bepertment. ;

Fasearium #ilt of Tometoes

y Fuserium wilt.tas been incressingly severe in toms®o planiil
both con the Bastern Shore and im the Horfclk srea, Evea such resists
ver ieties a3 lobe and Rutgers’ have been sericusly affected. It

8 L.\ 's Ge he Farris
seed 1 n rom Kissouri sud X

were distribyted by
”

axd pla their tomato

sedscon in ome { s howed th wbYerially

issouri se tions were ini'ected with fausarium it Dy
resistant pPrite plants s adjoining rows., Ko yisld re
tempted es. e wis not lixed, but sesd was saved I
deaira ¢ fruit. All were rather lste

i droughkt eanditiams, at

&l prouise for fuserius

1

tratious were held in
sechine ;‘usiir‘.e‘., Y & commercial comgcerm for tie i icm
of soll Tumigants. The temperature wes tco low at
citaln any clear results but the possibility of field Srestmest wes
demuis trated to the growers, Test dencmnstrations of chloroplerin
and certain new mmterials for tis comtol of cematodegand weeds were
also conducted by Dr. G. L. isrris on these same furms,

.;trsvborr‘( ‘JAi

<+ PDuring the sumser of 1544 the bud
strawberries was found to be doing extensive
frincess JAmne County. his wes written
o the Experiment Statim News o
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Iie corn ¢ar worm wes unusually serious durlng 1544
f31l ssap besns im irincess Anme County, althoug)
done by this imsect in cther counties
ivised in person asd Uirocugh & newspaper &
atrol meeswes. it s believed tist & uajor reass
aze in cther counties Way Shet growers dasted st the

stoad of waiting {or the cut

-
'8

5

Uismoend Teok Mot
§ 158 clamand
s kale, collérds, and
tereaks have nol
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surcpean-Carn

The County Agsnt-at-larpe assisted Br. . ¢o Gelier in mcic

Earopean Cors borer surveys im €
the extent to which the perasitic rly Lydells grisescens R.le las sa-

tablished itself iu Harlolk, Friscess Amne, Scrthanpton, sand: Accomsac

countiess Up to 385 of the burers were fcand to be parasitisged and it

is believed that- this paresite Ias beean < cunsiderable value in holdiag

cora berer in check. Tis secmnd survey was to determise thé nusber

of borers prese in 1644 is Jrincess Ame and Norfolk counties. irch-
ably, because of the extreme drougit the nunber ges lewsr than in 1643

¢

pis reglaly” Une wes sude tc deSeraine

«t Ieast in & mumber of eress, but ss high as 72
single corn stalk in t

irst gen

SUrers were Ic

O growing eree of ¥rincess

reticn then at ' Lhe Cre




-6~

*

-
tried, cryolite snd LDT zswe commercially satisfactory comtrel whes
applied «t 7 day interwals, Cn the basis of these results ome {arser
in the same county uséd cryclite and s meuty)l copper i & fall plan%-
) exsellent ctutr

re orop wel scen after deatroyed by Lle

¢l 88 cimpered %o am un

itre
i ory
Experivent
20 teést
10=8 with 6=L-8 fertiliser.
i Shese emunstrations, ICRUGE
the differences io yicld were ;

gotained in & narpal sesson, howev:
demcnstrations was €2 bags of §l

5=10=5.  Thete wus , of course,

¢ clartcter sand fertility of the seoll, but

clearly demcnstrated tiat the less sxpensive $-10-6

gooll on most soils a5 the E€-8-6 which Mas alftex been preferred in the
pests Thege results InXe beern given t¢ eseh demwnstrator, tc the re-
spective county sgents, and to the fertiliser menufeacturers and were
else published in the newupaper. -

Borcn Deficiency
Congicerable publicity has recemtly been givem to bareom de-
iciency Shroughout the Country snd grovers have been inguiring ab«
boeron on & & r of erops. Im 1838 apd 1540 the Scils Deper

-

the Virgini 3 Experinent Btation mede & number of tes
i ! found littls response tc borome. ause
n Sest Cemcnstmations were t

eration with the Coumty A
o

&or
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sign of leck of ‘Seeon and no clear reésults were cbtained in
probably ‘because of the lete plactipg and the drought, rowers have
repeatedly been cautioned mct to use barae indiscoriminately.

Azales jertilizers )
At the request of a lesding szales grower and 1

: 3 cooperatice
with the Soils Lepertment of the Virginiu Truck EA.'T‘sJ‘_vt statian,
test wes set up in Blissbeth City Coumty to determine’ the effect of 13
iifferent Tertiliger trectments m CoreNlelle szalea :
i shedgd and ipshded plots were included
akir At 4 B2 Sreatuents, This
ot least sncther yesr from preliminery
thet nitrogen is i
azaleas,that early
is very ‘desiraible wherc

DT

.
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Eroadeasting Fertilizer
At the request of ur. ke Ce Desmer and the Avericen Fotss!

Ingtitute, & tedt Cemwmstretians of broadoestiag fertilizer for sweet
potatoes were set up, 2 in Prircess Amne County sand 1 in Jorthamptes.
These cuompered Wromdessting all ar porticues of the fertilizer sud
~disking it in, with @€pplying the fertilizer ss & sidedressing after
the plsats were egteblished. A totel of 1000 pounds of F-0+12 ferti-
lizer wus applied wintever wetiiod wes used. The results were noct
cunsigtantly significant im any of the 5 demonstratioms or in the 3
put ’.LL:\.‘.fX". The amly conclusion ctuld be tlat the method of
application of the fertiliger did not hawe muck effect on the yield
this year when the stend of plents wes not affected by sidedressing.

owever, brosdcasting of the fertiliser before planting.is being re-
coasended because there is no danger of reducing the stand of plants,
‘"and Pecause it cam be done wien work is less pressiag. IThe Soils
Lepartsent cooperated in the caduct of these demmmstirations.
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Fotash for Sweet Fotatoes
The S8oils Depeartment-of the yirginia Truck Experiment
Statiom put on 6 %est-demcnstrations in 1944 to show the effect «
plowing er muriste of potash on sweet potatoes, IThe County
r rated on T T thetd. The results from the
€
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Visitors to the Station grounds sive bLeen showm the plastisgs,
whick are mde every year, of new named eid usmamed verieties ‘of mhite
potetoes . Some of the best of these potitoes were om exhibit im
yomber 1944 when the sweet potuto varisties were cm exki®it, ¢
unnamed varietics are awe productive thaa Jeberzo but mome hav
been found %o excel it when sl] its good qumlities are

Kale Selections : e
The selectim of Plue Curled Scotch kale which ws
tributed 21 growers ia 1848 fop coasparisom with commercial
proved £o be luter seeding, &nd of detter ‘.‘_';ft whelfever cbssr
were mede, 4 nunber of these grover® saved se :
selectim. Although thik strain of PFlue Cur
imgrovement, Ir. H. B Zliperley continued

ere ure now & dozen or sO distinet straims

rodaet ok ha VCr'E o888 C i TWe

1

L growers in-1944, but § did nct et ta
veathsr or other com@itions. From the resminisy
resdy evident that the strain now called 44 is &
tive preen than that distributeqd in 1943, and at
in plast type. Further cbacervations as t¢ cold
¢f sesding are needed, but 1% is hoped that
¢ mece in the near fature azd ths strein named

4

Tometo Varleties ;

: Fleld plantings of the Bounty tometo were made by & number
of growers in irincess Aane and Norfolk Counties im 1544 wkh very
satisfactory results, particulsrily where this verietiy was irrigsted
and heevily fertilized, Plants wers slso supplied Sc 2 srowers in
Narthampton County and the indications are that plastings will
‘materislly imorease in fhe entire regionm im 1945. As Founty producss
nore early tomatoes per scre tham any cther variety tried ia Shis
erea it seems that it should be mare widely planted and demmstrs-
tioms will be continued. Visitars to the Virgicia Truck Experiment
station planting of the new Stemless Fennred tamto were impressed
wite the new "stemless™ character. 'Seed wus save is planting
and are aveileble ix smell quantities for those L ere d in trying

is variety.

verieties
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beer-aveileble is 1944 corisiderable plantings would have been made.
Growers and seedsmes Lave been watching with imterest the omion
plantings at the Virgimia Truck Experiment Statiom ikis fall. These
include the Sen Jomguin, -a mew veriety of the 3Subose type which is
sald mot to go to seed as faboss sometimes coes. Tie Debosk &t the
VirFginie Truck Experiment Steticn in 1844 produced up te 700 bushels
per acre uf mild omions 5 to 4 inches in diameter such &8 commend
s gremium on the merket. 1% is hoped tim$ fall seeded omioms will
prove & profitable méw c¢rop for Virginis :

Strawberry Varleties y
X P % o
In order to teat them under varying comiitioms plants "of

unnamed of thew veriletles of strawberries were placed with four growe
in 2 counties far test dgnonstrations. (né of these plantirgs was

lost, but the cther t:x‘r‘ulvu“ld beer good crops in 1545. From thei
perfarndnce at the Virgials Truck Bxperiment Jtatiaw it it
oy of these verieties will replaced tiie Blakemare as & ¢oswercis

t ¥

berry, but 1t was thought that they were wirth trying Iian t hope

Gdoubte

A
) |

that they might show superior qualities under ther comcaitiona.
Sweet rotato Virieties A

The varieties of sweet potatoes prown ia this regium far
seversl yoars have beem largely limited to the Forto Jico and jary-
land Colden and growers lmve DLeen fairly well satisfied with these
varieties, Xowever, the Virginia Truck Experiment Statiom hes boen
,cocperating far & number of years with & n'a:'g,.c:i‘ breeding progren
perticulerly aimed st securing more desirsbl Arelht«mt verieties.
Whe the mare than 50 varieties imcluded inm this program were Oeing
dag 2% the Onley Lrameh Statia in Ssptember a [armers mesting wus
called end over 50 growers imspected the verieties and indicated
which varieties they were most intercsted in. Themn after these
varieties were cured and while they were being cooked and rsted as
to eating quality they were exhibited agsin % the Station et
Dismomd Jgrings. Some of the new varietles received mioch fevirabls
coment andsppear very ronlising,/ These meotings, combined with
Cemdng Srations planned for 1645 should maie resdy a&cceptance
when the dest varisties are named snd intodduced.

Sawdus t for Crganic jatter
oawcust is found in

Virginia, but ealthougl L

verious ways it is geanersally

1
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first year of the woark 1t is being recomeended that farmers try 1/2%
o 1" applications of-sawdust on ssall aress  articularly for white
and gweet potatoss End htomstors. Jupplementsl nitrogen should be
stded to replace such uitrogen =s mmy bLe teaken by bacteria workin
on tls sewdust,

) 5 b 4
Weed Control

iruck fermers who lzcluds alfalfa in their rotatic
cansiderebls ftroudle with chiockweed sactheriag the «lialiw im
Une truck grovwer in Cotober applied cysnanid at the rate o

)

W scre o suall sress. of Lis elfslfs in an st
woed. As suocther weed killer baged on
for boron the County Agemt-at-large in ¢
of the gcils Departmsnt applied vary
field, "lesults %o date lndicate
the slfalfs, but thkat the reoover)
rapid. .Bhere borsx wis spplied at
'‘acre relstively littlp of the chickweed was killed, bu
centage of kill wes cobtained wiere bLorax wes applied o
150 pouids per acre srnd where { yRnenid was used.
Irricstion

AS Tas Deen neted [
ave pade irrigation very : truck growers equigped %o
teke sdvantege of 1k, leliev] hat irrfistion is & scund imveste
ment, ths County Agent-at-l 5 issributed Bulletins and in=- .
formation in regard to it emx ted 4 growers in Irincesa dnne,
Horfolk and Fensgmond cousmties %o get started with irrigatiaa duria
1544, Fortadble galvanized pipes with 8% or 8" mains and 4" laterals
fs the Sype of irrfpstion tiet is pgreferred. - Iho major limitatiom
to & reapld exparsion of Irrigetia in this part of Yirginis i3 lsck

o sa sdequate ,deponcable supply of fresh water,

Respectively submitted,

? (O




Yéwdge por ertisle piblisied in Werrolk ¥irglslediles cn 10/18,/44
e o

- e

o- BRLY CRILF

o We Ridgway, Coumty Agent-et-large
inis Truck Bxperinent Steticon, Wafolk, Ve.




The recommended comtrel 1s :id imspection of the
beds sud tie destruction of any questicmad plants, roteticn, =

draimsge. 4 lon ﬁ.’.tﬁlu%’; does not ¥ %0 be required &3 two ar
years seen 4o be—emiliclient between stridwberry creps. I &% all pogsi
inles o by sheuld be plowmed up slter ) s pleking sesson and

be used mly (rem fieclds inm ! erizp bns beem It




H. W, Rldgwy, County Agemt-at-lawge
Virginia Truck Experinent Station
mnmmnhmuuwmcm-
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I wonder how many talks over the radio, or of the common variety,
you have listened to about the Wetory Gardens The talks seem to me teo be
almost as mmercus as the weeds, and some of you kind listemers must be
tired of them, However, the Federation of Garden Clubs contimes to
schedule Victory Garden and, as the Virginia Truok Experiment Statiom
gets mny gquestions every day from Victory gardemers, there is reasen to hope
tint a fow of you who are real gardeners will not turn the radio off this time,

Today's is to be the first of three talks on this peremmial subject,
As the principles of gardening do not change any more tham the weeds do, I
will merely outline the parts that you must have heard mny times before and
hasten on to less common, and I hope, more interesting toples,

: The war in Burope be nearly over, as the optimists say and we -
all hope, but the end of the conflict will increase and not decrease the need
for Victory Gardens., MNore(food will be required to win the peage than %o
win the war because we will alse have cur lmmgry cousins in Burope to feed,
- at least mntil they can get their own crops planted and harvested. Starvation
breeds discase and dgoonternt and is a barrier to axy real peace, IR our

o interest we must do all that is possible to prevent hunger anywhere.

e This year many experienced gardemers have been discouraged by the
prolonged and wmprecidented drought following an wusmlly wet spring, lNany
well planmed gardens were ommparative failures. Where gardens with-stood
the drought succesg was due efther to a soil high in organic matter and well
ar, to expert mtering. 4As you know the latter does not mean daily

prepared,
-um.wwmhsm.rd:hﬂnnwmw-us

In most years a fall garden is more diffioult to get 'up to a good stand

than & spring garden. However, 1944 bids fair to be an exception, as the
drought already seems to have been droken and we can surely count on better
distridbution of rainfall the coming months than we had from March to
he middle of July., Wm sconiitions, the area to be planted to fall crops
should be spaded.or plowed as scon as possible and then ridged and firmed,
If ¢his is done now, the top of the ridge can be raked off after the first
rain and the soil should them be 4in ideal comdition to plant., If the seed
is planted immediately after the ground is spaded the soil will uswmlly dry
out, and, unless irrigation is used a very poor stand may be obtained.

Now what crops should be planted in the fall garden in southeaste
Virginia? 'y

%
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in the evening, and watered, or if the see
satisfactory results are dbtained.

]
|

I want to mntion two insects; first, the Red Spider, which
very generally present, and alse very destructive, in gardens in this region
in the past two momths, < It is so smll that most peopls never see this tiny
mite, r, the typieal minute yellowish spotting of the leaves indicates
the presence of this pest,<and, if a spotted leaf is examined under & magnify-
ing glass yellowish, or reddish mites can be seen, The Red Spider is often
washed from the plant by heavy rains or by sprinkling with water wnder pressure,
but during drought periods it multiplies rapidly. The Red Spider will attack
practically every erop grown in the vegetable or flower but it is per-
haps most serious on beans, Fortumately, comtrol is not dif + Dusting
or spraying the effected plants with dusting sulfur will give excellext conmtrol,
but as sulfur is injurious to eantaloupes, squash, and cucwmbers it should not

3 "If you are not sure of the identity of this insect,

-

Ancther ineect which I want teo discuss is the harlequin bug. This is
probably not serious at the present time, it it may be found om any old
cabbage, turnip or similar plants and if not destroyed wi
your fall plantings., There is no very stisfactery spray or dust
contral this pest and therefore, it is partiocularily important to
it before it becomes mmercus, It is a smll flat
black, orange, and yellow in color and about 1/3 of an

All old plants harbering them should be

bug and hand-picked so that this insect does not get
ogzs also; these are liles mmall black and white barrels glued te
two parallel rows, ;

I have said ing about fertilizer because this tipic was discussed
so theroughly early this spring. However, for all gardens that have not
been heavily ferfilised in the recent past, an application of 4 or 5§ pounds
per 100 sge ft. Of 5105 Viptory Garded fertilizer worked inteo the il when
the rows are made up will give good returns., If the soil has been very heavily
manured, the amount of 5-10-56 may be reduced and an application of 2 polimds




and only & t«t oan tell you whether
moch to use, Send representative samples to
. Virginia ‘rmbw Statien, @ :

If any 1istener has a Viotory garden

.
xy
LN

; Porth-hofm'lmd-ochﬁuundf“l.formm b
in Burope and throughout the world as well as>Zer our own*health, out pockete -
books and our tables, let us all strive for botw Viotory Gardens, <t

.
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