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III, BRIEF D SCRIPTION OF COUNTY CAGANIZATIONS

The Extension Service personnel in the county includes the County
Agricultural Agent, Home Demonstration Agent, and the office secretary,

The Extension program has been in contimuous operation since 19363
one County Agent serving until 1939, another until early 1941. 8ince that
time no change in agents has takem place, Home Demonstration work began in
194) and frequent changes were made in perscanel until 1945. The present
Home Agent has served since that time,

We do not have a definite c"u.nt,, Board of Agriculture set up, The
wvork and planning that a Board of Agriculture would normally do has been
handled through several grou or committees; nainly the Professional Agri-
cultural Workers' Couneil, 1is group has been very active and its member-
ship ineludes all of the Extension persomnel, Soil Conservation Service
workers, PMA Chief Clerk, Vocati mal Agric ltural, and Veterans' Instructors,
Home Economics teachers, and Farm & H me Representative, There are nineteen
members and the gron vets regular schedule each momth, Other groups
through which Extension work and nnin, ) oa on include nineteen
Home Demonstration Clubl, tventy-three 4-H L.‘.uba, County 4-H Club Couneil,
county and commnity FMA Committee, and three commnity improvement clubs,
six Veterans' clasoe ool organiszation, Board of Directors of the New
River Soil Comservatic strict o yd Artifiecial Breoding Association,
and the local Farm Pwreau ] f these Jroups have been active and close
cooperation exists,

Through scheduled redio progrems, weekly column in the local paper,
close contact with all Professional Workegp, meetings, personal coutacts,
farn visits, and letters, theCheorle have been very vell informed on agri-
ocultural matters during the year,

IV. TIFE OF AGIBCULTURE

Floyd County is one of the three plateau counties on the Blue Ridge
Mountains in the edge of southwest Virginia, The county is shaped very much
like a flat iron. It 1s bounded by the following counties: Montgomery,
Pulaski, Carroll, Fatrick, Franklin, and Roancke,

The population ¥ approximately 12,000 of which from 80 to 25 per
cent are rural people, It is estimated that approximately one-third of the
farmers derive income from the near by powdler plant or other industrial work
outside of the county. There are 2,322 farms with an average size of 91.5
acres, The land area is 376 square miles of which about 80 per cemt is in
farms, There are 46,000 acres“dbf pasture, The elevation of the county
ranges from 2,200 to 2,800nfect,




Talladago soil which is one of the poorer tyre soils mukes up the
larger percentage and is found mostly in past res and woodland, Blevina which
is an average crop soil shows a higher percentage being used for cropland,
The best two cropland soils found in the county are Alleghany and Raburn,

The county is almost entirely dependent on agricultural production,
There are ao rallroads but we are very fortunate in having many all-year
roads affording the farmers an rtunity to market their products. There
is only one small industry, that being a shirt factory employing approximately
150 womun,

From 70 to 72 per cent of the farmers sell grade ¢ milk sometine
during the year., There are only fourteen farmers producing grade A milk, The
sounty is well supplied with milk routes leading to plants in adjoining
counties, The salecof milk constitutes the biggest income with beef cattle
perhaps second, ey

Commercial Oregetable production has declined in recent years due
to insects, diseases, and lack of farm labor, The main crops grown are corn,
vheat, spring oats, hay, pasture, and vegetables. Due to topography, climate,
farm water supply, ete. the county is primarily adapted to grazing. The
general trend is toward dairy and beef farming.

V. COMUNITY" IMPROVEMENT
a, Goal: To organize two or more community clubs in the county.
b, Metheds:

1. BEducational meetingscwere held to explain program,

2, Assisted in organizing,

(o]
3. Worked with ommittees,

4. Secured a lceal sponsor,
5. Loecal Contest,
6. Assisted with publicity

Results:

In late 1951, the Roancke Chamber of G ce d an area
Community Improvement Program including Roancke and the twelve adjoining
counties, I immediately sent information to two leading farm families in each
of three commnitiea,

o




As a result I met with seven people in the Laurel Branch Commnity to
plan for a general rmeeting in that area, They had three or four meetings
bafore a decision was made to enter the contest,

The first meeting was held in the Topeco commnity during February
vith fifty present, In late March the folks in the Falling Branch Community
had their first meeting tocdiscuss the program,

The Bank of Floyd agreed to Sponsor the county contest and donated
$100 in cash for prizes,

All commmities held repular meetings and vere assisted from time to
time by specialists from VPI and representatives from the local Power Company.
Throughout the year speakers vere obtained to discuss community organization,
vegetable production and home gardens, home storege, landseaping, fall gardems,
and home lighting,

All of the clubs enjoyed a varied recreation program such as community
pienics, weiner roasts, folk dancing, art gallery, ete,

I took six people from the Laurel Branch Community to the Black Lieck
Comunity Open House program in Wythe County in early May. I attended a
commmity improvement training meeting in Salem, Virginia in Jamuary,

Near the end of the contest all three clubs met together to make plans
for sumerising results, The commnities were judged on Cctober 13 and 14,
The avards meeting was held three nights later at the Topeco Church at which
time one member from each club told of the accomplishwants in his commmunity.
Mr, R, B, Jarratt, Executive Vice-Fresident of The Bank of Floyd, presented
the cash prises of $50., $30, and §20. to the Laurel Branch, Topeco and Falling
Brarch Commnity Clubs, respectively.

The Laurel Branch Club wvas judged in the area contest on November 3,
An avards luncheon meeting was held in Roanocke on November 18, Laurel Branch
Commmity placed twelfth in the twelve county area and received a yrize of
$40 from the Roanoke Chamber of Commerce,

This program has been one of the most important phases of extension
work in the county this year, It tended to bring families closer together in
a cooperative vorking spirit and developed leadership and pride in the
commnities,
VI. 4-H CLUBS
a., Goal: To increase membership 20 per cent over last year, lmprove
quality of work, and vork for an increased percentage completion
of projects.

b. Methods:

1, PFlanned more interesting programs,

S




Attended meetings regularly.
Secured leaders where posaible to assist with the program.
Worked for better understanding and closer cooperation of parents.
5. "Supplied each member with the latqst, most practical information
pertaining to his type of project,
6., BEncouraged boys to attend sumer camp,
7. Urged members to enter county and state contests such as the
A&P Potato Project]y WSLS Radio Contest, Sears, Roebuck Breeding Pig Project, ete.
8., Assisted County Council with their meetings and plans for the year,
9. Eeld conferences with the Home Agent to discuss the club ;rogram,
S, Results:

Fourteen boys' clubs were organized withoa membership of more than
300 but several ~f the members discontimued their program in early spring
leaving 283 members for the year, The programe bave been very interesting and
I attended the meetings regularly, There has been an improvement in a better
understanding of the club rrogram by the parents, Each member was supplied
with literature and record books to fit his type of project,

The 4-H Club breeding pi roject was carried on in 1952, The four
pige were delivered to selected boys in the Willis Clud. During May the
following boys received a pig each: George Woolwine, Joe Fhillips, Ronald
Guthrie, and Galen Howell, A male pig was secwred from Augusta County and
delivered to Galen Howell, David Sumner who won the first prise in this con-
test in 1951 received $60 toward the purchase of a guernsey heifer calf., The
second prize wimner, Melvin lLight, received §25 on the purchase of a jersey
heifer calf and the third prize vinner, James Underwood, received §15 toward
the yurchase of feed for the contimuation of his brood sow projeet, The fourth
prize winner, Bermy Wood, received §5 in ecash, These projects have been scored
only once so far this year, They will be scored again in the early spring and
prizes avarded duri the summer,

I attended the state L«H Club Short Course from June 23-28, David
~

Harman and Clinton wade 3 the Willis Cludb attended also,

The 4-H Clubs in the county with the assistance of three leaders had
an exhibit at the Roancke Falr during the fal), They reesived fourth ;rise which
wvas $35 in cash,

The Willis 6th and 7th grade bdoy's and girl's combination club won
first place in the county WELS Radio Contest,
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I attended several meetings to plan 4-H Club camp, OClub members from
Wythe, "ulaski and Floyd Coufities camped at Holiday lLake from August 49, There
were 28 boys, 39 girls, 2 men leaders? women leeders and 2 agents from Floyd
County attending the“camp,
Several of theoclubs held picnies in may just before school closed,

COUNTY BOARD OF A

a, Goal: To i y agriculdural advisory board,

b, Methods:

1. Close cooperation with Professicaal Workers' Council in order to

ggosted activities tomrd planmning u sound long-time sounty jrogram,

2, Discussed the need for a stroag agricultural advisory board with

key farmers throughout the county,

3. Attempted to direct the thiaking of the professicnal agricultural
workers council toward the need for a central over-all plamning board, thereby,
eo-ordinating all agency rrograms,

4e Assisted the Willis and Floyd Young Farmers'! Clubs wit: their
programs throughocut the year,

5. Worked closely with warious groups such as Ruritan Clubs,
Artificial Breeding Association, Perm Bureau, County and Community FMA Committers,
FHA Committees, ets, and used these groups to distribute information to others,

e, Regults:

We do not have a definite county agricultural advisory board as such,

This is taken care of mainly through the Professional Agricultural Workers

Council, This group has met regularly and has had an active program throughout
the year,

The council sponsored & pasture Seeding demomstration which is
explained in further detail under the agronomy section, It also sponsored a
farm and kome tour on the Merrimaf® Poff farm in October, On the same day a
diteh dynamiting demonstration vas held on the Wilson Agee farm, Sixty-four
farmers attended,




This group also sponsored three public meetings in an attempt to find
out whether or not there wms sufficient interest to justify working up a county
or community falr, Very little interest was showh, therefore, no fair was
attenpted,

Considerable work weas done with and through the Willis and Floyd
Young Parmers' Clubs, Dr. Hepry Mowby discussed wildlife management on the
farm at the Floyd Club in February and I discussed winter feeding of livestock
with this group in October, I discussed pastures and the artificial treeding
program with the Willis group in February and marketing with this group during
Moy, I discussed the artificial breeding program at the Franklin School night
eclass in February and pastures and legumes with this group during March,
VIII. SOI] CONSERVATION
a, Goal: Get as much soll conservation established on land as possible,
bs Methodas
1. Urged farmers tQ make full use of the ssrvices of the New River
Soil Congervation District,
2, Encouraged participation in the 1952 PMA program and the
carrying out of the nractices best adapted for the individual farms involved,
3. Discouraged leaving corn land bare during winter,

4. BEncouraged reduction of cultivated acreage by increased use of

plant food and lime to obtsin needed ylelds.

5. Arranged tours 'hrin.'utho summer to siiou people results of good
farm practices,

()

6. Contimuously encouraged participation in a better land use
prograa by putting each acre to its best adapted use Ly the use of contour
strip erop rotations, winter cover crops, taking steep land out of cultivation
and increased use of lime and plant foods,

¢, Resultas

A great deal has been accomplished on this phase of the program.
After several years of educational work, demonstrations, etz, most farmers
have become conscious of the economy of preventing soll erosion and conserving
soil and witer., Oultivated acreage is being reduced asnmually and this land is
usually seeded to pasture, Farmers are making good use of the services of the
New River Soil Conservation District and the assistance offered by the FMA program,

-
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Pive farm tours were conducted to point out the importance of and
demongtrate good soil congservation practices. Considerable educational work
has been done along this line,

IX, ABRONOMY
a8, GOcal: Improve the entire agronomy rrogram by working for inecreased
acreage of improved pastures, alfalfe, ladino clover, and
orchard grass, better warieties, and higher erop ylelds,
b. Methods:
1, Secured soil samples for analysis,

Fublicized need for adequate plant food for top dressing anmually,

Recommended certified seed varigties and combiiation seed mixtures

locally.
Urged more farmers to grow alfalfa, ladino clover and orchard grass,
Assisted grovers with certifying their crop in case of wheat,

oats, ete, o

6. Helped farmers in locating good seed,
7. Arranged demonstrations using ladino clover-orchard grass and
ladine clover - Kentucky 31 Fescue in the same fleld.
e. Resultass

The entire agricultural rrogram has progressed rapidly, As soil
congservation is the busis of all good farm management and since a great deal
has been done along this line it has resulted in increased ylelds and at the
sanu time better quality erops. Over the years there has been a constant
improvenent in the farmers' attitude toward axperiment station recosmendations,
These recommendations are readily sccepted by the majority of our farwers, The
majority of farmers are following a fair fertilisation program which is result-
ing in good ylelds and good quality crops., Many soil samples have been taken
for analysis., OConsiderable publicity has been given for the need for adequate
plant food.

The acreage of alfalfa seeded this year is unknown, however, it has
been estimated to equal as much as the total for all previous years., Although
the dry weather during the sumer reduced hay yields, more hay was produced
in the county in 1952 than ever before, With the dry weather farmers vere
anxious to save every bit of hay rossible and then following the rains in August
& very heavy second cutting of hay wasCsaved,

7=




The seeding of ladino ol Qrehard grass has also been an
outstarding accomplishment b y erops can be found growing on many
farms, Since go many of ou re re working at industrial plants out-
side of the county most of these farms have been seeded to pasture and hay
erops with very little, if sultivated acreage, o

as been made in pasture improvemsnt, A

nasored by the Professional Workers Council

vas held o farm o ril Bowers on August 12, There ware 200
or more farme o gel essary hold several meetinges to
develop plans a ire assistanc 2 the m of fertilizers, sesds, and
machinery from local dealers, ! of eld vas seeded to ladino clover
and crchard grass, part to ladi Kenty 31 Fescus and on the same day
alfalfa was seede Joining area, This demonstration attracted
conaiderable attention in the ¢ t r some resgon it hes not developed
this fall as expec*ed his ma been due to a vere rain packing the
anil before t!s seed ine p ay have been dry woather at a
eritical time, 8ince thi being « rved closely we plan to follow up
next syring and if it wa ailu t vill be reseeded,

Corm, vheal, cats, wad barley yields gn very satisfactory this
year, Wide pubiicity wae given on recommendations for fertiliser, lime,
varieties, eilc, throughout ti reur, This was done through news articles,
radio, office visits, meetings with various .rrén-rm and personal contactas,

X, VEGETABLE AND GARDEN PROGRAM
a, Goal 1 “Every farmer have a_good garden to supply family food needs.

b, Methodass o

r securing recommended warieties of

2, Publicized good cultural practices, and pointed out the importanse
of good dust or spray program to prevent diseases and insects,

(&)
3, Kept farmers informed on status of blight and other diseases.

4. Solicited the a f al secd dealers in handling Jurieties
recomsonded fur the area and to stock sormended dust and srray materials,

5. Demonstrat s of'ten as saible the staking and pruning of

9]
6, Issued growers permits vhen requested so that our farmers could

se roducts on other markets,

)




¢, Resulta:

Practically all farm families have farm gardens, Commercial vegetable
production is decreasing rapidly although a few farmers are producing snap
beans for tie local cannery and \cm@vogatu les for the fresh market,

8] o)

During the late winter and early spring considerable emphasis was put om
the importance of em\!‘arm home having a good gardem in order to produce
as muich of the family f2od surply as possible., Information was publicized
through every avallable channel on the varieties recommended for the area,
cultural practices, ete, ractically all families are following a fairly
good disesse and insect control program. Many individual farmers were shewn
how to stake and prune tomato plants,

O
In the three commnity clubs much emphasis was placed om the neel for
producing a good summer and fall garden, o

XI. LIVESTOCK

a? Goal: Increase mumbers and improve quality by better feeding,
treeding and menagement mractices, 8

A, Dairy Cattle
b, Methods: (@) o 0o
1., Secured inereased prarticipation in the Artificial Breeding
Progran, 0
2. Publicized the need for fR1 and early winter breeding so the
peak milk production will come incja?o fall and winter wh.noricoa are
higher and more milk is needed,

3. P‘um‘jshod information and encouraged more farmers to produce

grade A milk,
o
he Upu’ farndry toQractice sanitation to prevent disesse and

¢ ’
sontrol of 1ice, flies, footevil, blackleg, grubs,

made recomvendeations for the
ete,
5, Bngouraged farmers to improve the quality of milk by improved
9

sanitation of milking equi m.-n.o

6., Oautioned farmers to contact a nuriﬂim in early stages of

mastitis and other diseases, O




O

o)
Kecomndeﬂ use of home pasteurisers for safe tydf fanilies using

Alded in marketing ;roblems as they arose,
Supplied information on types of builldings, secured blue print
barns, silos, hay driers, ete,

Urged farpers to grov their own replacement heifers,

11, Assisted the director the artificial breeding association to

put the program on & sound busine
¢, Romilts ©
The county is will adapted to nilQ production, Due to fts loeation,
topography, good water supplies and climate it is a natural grasing area,
It is natural that livestock numbers and the quality of livestosk would
res:lt from improved soll conservation and erop production practices,
Approxizately 70 per cent of the farmers sell milk, Production per cow due
to short pasture in the summer months perhaps has not inereased over last
year, The production of grade C milk was the highest in September, October,
and November of this year than at any time in the history of the county.
It 15 estimated that for the last half of 1952 there was at least a 12 per
cent increase in the production of this product,

Theres are fourteen grade A milk producers, nine of whioh started
production this year, During the late wvinter, W, H., Armstrong, manager of
the Virginia Artificial Breeding Association, Dr, Keith Huston of the
VPI Dairy Depariment and Mr, P, B, Douglas, Extension Distriet Agent, met
vith the directors of the artificial Wreeding association to discusa the
gtatus of the program and assist the directors in planning ways and means
of stremgthening the organization, Following this several meetings vere
held in tho warious commnities of the county to discuss the program. Many
farmers were reached in this manner,

During March, April, an' May six tours were made to the Virginia
Artificial Breeding Center at Rocky Mount, Two of these tours were made
up of negro farmers, One of the tours had 112 farmers and businessmen
attending, ESvery businessman in the county and town was invited to go.
Every time we found a few interested persons who wvanted to go to the
breeding center a tour was arranged,

At the annual membership meeting of the artificial btreeding assocciation
in August, Dr, W, B, bull, VFI Veterinarian, disoussed problems relating
to Wweeding dalry cows, o

3
The association employed a new inseminatce in September following
the resigmation of the other man,

) O
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Much emphasis has been placed upon the development of grade A dairies
in 1952, A grade A market is avaflable and the farmers who are in a position
to do 80 are encoursged to meet grade A standards, Considerable interest has
been shown in this program, Many blue yrint plans for barns have been dis-
tributed,

M1k production, artificial breeding program, and pastures have been
discussed at several meetings throughout the county and many news articles
dealing with this subject have been published as well as radio talks from time
to tine, ecords reveal that more cows are being btred this fall than ever
before, T!isc'): a trend in the right direction.

With a normal season, production per cow next 9.:: is expected to be
much higher because of close culling, due to the dry sessom this swmer,
to better quality heifers freshening, better foed management program being
followed, ete, Milk prices have been somevhat stronger this year than in
1951 and since beef cattle rrices were somevhat lower in late summer enthusiasm
in milk production has rapidly inereased, There has been a wonderful improve-
ment in fecilities to produce cleaner, better quality milk, Companies
murchesing the S}k have been offering premium prices based on quality. Many
farmers have put’ in concrete floors and improved their barns to make more
sanitary milking conditions, Mk sales constitutes the biggest income of
any single farm product in the courty,

B, Beef Cattle
o

b, Methods

1. Assisted in locating purebred sires,

o

2, Encouraged the growing of or rurchasing of better quality

(+]
purebred females,
3. Emphasized better feeding practices by growing and feeding
good legume hay and use of winter pastures,
Encouraged more cow-galf hnrg.
Furnish@ information on the eontrol of lice, flies, ete.
D'.sc-urag\mi the use of beef type animals for milk produstion,
% Qnoourafld more farmers to participate in feeder calf sales.
¢. Results
Beef cattle mumbers practically doubled between 1945 and 1950, This
trend has contimued Qince that time, Improved pastures have resulted in
inereased carfying capacities, therefore, many more animals can be kept per
farm, The grazing season has been extended through good fertilization. The
type and quality of beef animals are improving each year,

«1le




Approxizately six farmers consigned calves to the feeder calf sales
and two or Lhree farmers purchased calves at the sales to be returned to their
farms for vinter feeding,

o Through necessity most farmers follow & vaccination program for blacke
leg, although each year it is reported that a few animals scattered over the
oounty were lost from this disease,

Throughout the year much publiecity was givem on the control of lice,
flies, footewll, etc, Several plamning weetings were attended in preparation
for the feeder calf sales., During the fall I took several interested farmers
tc puretred cattle sales and a few purchases resulted,

o

»

Although an improvement has been made, one of owr major problems in
the dairy and beef business is the mixing up of the two businesses with the

same animals, Farmers too often are trying to be in both the dairy and beef
tuginess with the same aninmals, This problem is being cleared up fairly
rapidly through the artificlal“treeding program on dairy eattls whieh permits
a farmer to have both types of animals on the same farm is he so desires.
XII, SHEEP o)
a, Goal: Increase sheep mumbers in the county,
b, Methods:
1. Recommended increased numbers and more flocks
2., Furnisti®d information on periodie dosing with phenothiaszine,
Encouraged early lamb production and good winter feeding program,

Assisted in locating purebtred rams.

Organized grous r handling wool pool in June,

¢, HResultas
o

© Throughout the year {armers were encouraged to incresse sheep numbers
or for new farmers to go into the business. This suggestion met ' ith
disapproval in many instances due to the existing dog situation, Publieity
was civen and information furnished at regular intervals on periodic dosing
vith phenothiasine and good menagement practices especially a good winter
feoding rrogram, Several farmers were assisted in locating puretwed rams,

During April a meeting was called to organize a local woal ponl
association, The following month I took seven produsers to the Abingdon
meoting to discuss the wool sales situation, The local association's
comittes in a meeting on May 21, sold the wool pool to a private company
in St, louis, Missouri, The pool, of approximately 9,000 pounds, was held
on June 30 and was handled largely by producers themselves, In previcus
years the pool had been handled almost entirely by the Frofessional Agri-
cultural Werkers,

(o}
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Inprove menagement program,

1, BHelped to locate registered animals,
o N e ) " .
o 2. Contimued A-~H Club Wwreeding pig project and assisted with
registrations.
3. Recommended the usedf self-feeders and emphasized the
importance of minerals, protein supplements, salt, ete, awailable st all times,
4. Purnished blue print plans for self-feeders, eapecially to
4=l members with pig mrojects,

5. Advised sajtation program by moving hog lot anmally and

periodic .mr!x:lrb' program,

6. Encouraged the use of dsturou, especially ladino clover,
(5} )

7. Assisted with marketing problems,
8. Supplied information on slaughtering and curing meat on the
e

¢. Results:

During trs year each time an occasion presented itself various phases
of hog management was worked with, All of the sethods as listed above have
received attention, The major portion of work with hogs has been through
4-H Club projects, The treeding pig project program sponsored by Sears,
Roebuck & Company was carried out successfully.

Practically all farm families ow enough for their home pork supply.
A _great many self-feeder: as a result of publieity and blue
print plans furnished,

X1V, POULTRY
a, Goalt Increase quality instead of quantity,
b, Methodss
1, Urged the ordering of quality chicks early from some of the
near by reliable hatcheries,
()
(@)




Supplied building plane for btrooder and laying houses.

Encouraged a good feeding, sanitation and eculling program,

of puXlicity was given during the spring along securing
atcheries. All of the methods as listed
received attention,

©  Soveral of the 4-H Hubs received instructions and observed poultry
eulling, The lack of a good culling program is perhaps the main weakness in
the farm flock, oultry mrojects vere fairly popular among the i-H group.
XV, FORESTRY
a, Goal: Increase forest tree plantings and improve management practices.
b, Methods:

uraged farmers to place their order for trees early,

plant eroded, steep areas to trees of the

reatrent demonstrations,
ices of trained forestry

personnel of t Virginia Forest Service in the marking of trees to be

o
harvested a d other management roblems,

5. Publicized the importance of fire rrevention and the
(]
fencing of woodland to prever

prazing by livestock,

6., Assisted farmers with their individual rroblems and vhen

O
necessary requested the)servier £ specialists,
Ce esultss
The majority of the forestry work conducted this year was tirough
the Vocational Agriculture departments and the Soil Conservation office.
Slightly more than 100 acres wms planted to forest trees in 1952, Very few
requests for assistance were received at the extension office.,

Mr, A, B, lyon met with the Professional Workers group in Jamuary to
discuss fénoe post treatment, Since that tine we have been attempting to
vork out two demonstrations on post treatment and the two demomstrators have
their posts cut but as yet have not actually done the treating, These two
demonstrations are expected to materialisze by next spring,

Ll




Severalgpews art sles wore hlished and a great deal of streecs given
to fire rrevention and preve ng grasing by livestoek,

XVI, COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES

&, Goal: Contimue good relapionship with other agencies working with
farm people.

be Methods:

J. Attended regular meetings of the Professional Agriculturel

Workers Couneil and encouraged all representatives to follow the same
recomendations,
2. Publicized through the local paper and by radic the type of
ing conducted by other agencies,
3. Directed farmers to the proper agenay according to thelr requests.
A. Assisted vocaticnal agricultural and veterans instructors wvhen
requested and furnished information, blue prints, ete. to the various groups.
0. Results:

The Professional Agricultural Workers Council has held regular meetings
sach month, Since the council is made up of representatives of all agricultural
agencies within the county a great deal has been accomplished toward improving
relationships and problems of interest to all workers, We had Mr, A, B. Lyon
of the forestry department to discuss fence post treatment and as a group
vorked toward two demonstrations, Part of owr meetings were taken up in
discussing seed and fertilizer recommendations, advisability of having county
or commnity fair, planning pasture seeding demcnstration, field trips, ete,
Farmers have been directed to the rroper agency according to their requests
for assistance, Assistancc has been given vocational agricultural and veterans
instructors, informetion and blue rerints supplied, and the group s worked
together for the mutual benefit of all agencles.

XVII, MISCELLANEOUS

1 attanded the Bankers' Agricultural Credit Conferesce at Natural
Bridge as a guest of the Bank of Floyd.

Upon request from a seed dealer, Mr, L. C, Beaner from the VPI Horti-
gulture Department came over and assisted vith variety recommendations
proliminary to the desler placing his order for garden seed,

At the June meeting of the Ruritan Club I discussed agricultural progress
and trends here in the county,




I attended the get together meeting of county ageuts and veterinarians
in Roancke in July to discuss problems of mutual benefit,

I assisted the PMA County Committes in the selection of practices to
be recommended for the 1953 progrem and at our meeting of county and commnity
commd tteemen in September I discussed extension work and the services availe
able to farmers,

I took ten people on the field trip tour of the VPI Experiment Station
on September 12, and during the same month I assisted with the judging of the
erop and vegetable exhibits at the Carroll County Fair held at Hillsville,

There were 112 new tractors purchased in the county ian 1952, however,
this wvas less than the mumber purchased in 1951,

XVIII, SUMARY

It would be most impossible to mention in a report of this type many
items and phases of work dome throughout the year, The methods used to
sccomplish the progress we have made in 1952 have been many and varied,

Most of the work was done in discussions at group meetings, personal contacts,
regular column in the weekly county paper, radio broadcasts, tours, demon.
strations, through the use of specialists and the supplying of information

in tulletin or leaflet form,

I had the opportunity of meeting with the veterans classes and Young
Parmers' Clubs several times this year,

In an educational program it is most Lmposaible to measure in dollars
the real progress accomplished, Ouwr farmers are harvesting higher yields
per acre, have more and better livestock, and are building up their farms
which has resul*ed in home improvements and a higher standard of living for
our people, Perhaps the most outstanding accomplishment has been in the
Lmgroverent of understanding and attitude of ocur rural people,
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SUGGESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PREPARATION OF THE COUNTY EXTENSION
AGENT’'S ANNUAL REPORT

Six good reasons may be listed as to why an extension worker should prepare a comprehensive annual report.
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EXTENSION ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING

COOPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL PLANNING
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—See page 11, column (@) and items 115 (¢), (1) through (6))
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SUMMARY OF ¢ H CLUB BOYS' AND GIRLS' PROJECTS
One club member may engage In two or more projects. The sum of the projects s therefore greater than the namber of different club members enrolled




4H CLUB MEMBERSHIP ' I WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN (OLDER RURAL YOUTH)
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