
Folklore: Lesson 17 
 

LESSON 17:  FESTIVAL PRE-WORK, SEMINARS 
 

MATERIALS: 
 Project file folder (one per student from previous lesson) 

 Folklore Performance Rubric (one per student) 

 Index card with student name on it (one per student) 

 Class Rotation Chart 

OBJECTIVES: 

 
Folklorists work as professional colleagues to create, share, and distribute 

folktales.   

 

 

 
Students will be able to: 

 participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy 

communities.   

 

SEQUENCE: TEACHER NOTES: 
WARM-UP (Optional):  Folklorist vs. Storyteller 

 

 Invite the students to find a comfortable 

place for listening. Read the following 

quote from the introduction of George 

Douglas’ book Scottish Fairytales aloud: 

 

“… Is there not [with folkloristics] a loss 

to the stories themselves?  Classified, tabulated, 

scientifically named, they are no longer the wild free 

product of Nature that we knew and loved—they have 

become … a collection of butterflies in a case, an album of 

pressed wild flowers.  No doubt they are still very 

interesting, and highly instructive; but their poetry, their 

brightness, the fragrance which clung about them in their 

native air, their native soil, is in large measure gone!” 

 

Ask the students to reflect on this quote. Ask the following 

questions to prompt discussion:  

 What is the difference between a folklorist and a 

storyteller?  

 What is the author trying to say? 

 Do you agree with the quote? 

 Give a reason or example to back up your answer. 

 

 
If you did the poetry unit prior to this 

unit, a review of figures of speech 

would be in order here.  

 

For example: The phrase “They have 

become a collection of butterflies in a 

case” is an example of what poetic 

device? (metaphor) 

 

A good exercise for advanced students 

would be to look for figures of speech 

in the folktales they have read. 

 

 
Ask students: Do you agree with the 

quote that telling stories in ways other 

PLACE 
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than the oral tradition detracts from 

the importance and power of the story 

and the place in which it was told? 

ROTATION: Today’s Routine 

 

Allow students to get into their 

professional learning groups and then 

distribute the Folklore Performance Rubric 

to each student. During the teacher 

meeting and conferences, review the 

rubric, particularly explaining the top 

section that separates the tasks into the different learning 

communities (Folklorist, Literary Teller, Storyteller) so that 

each group understands how they will be assessed and what 

will be expected of them.  

 

Students should also read over the comments the teacher left 

in their folder from the previous class. Throughout the day, 

as they complete tasks, they can cross or check off each 

item on their index card order to self-regulate their work. 

 

Students will continue to move through the following 

rotations: 

 Teacher meeting & conference  

 Work with colleagues 

 Work independently   

 

Folklorists (organization) 

Remind folklorists that they should be working on (1) the 

anthology, (2) the ATU system, or (3) the festival program. 

Today in particular, this group should be working on writing 

summaries of tales (i.e., summaries of tales from 

Storytellers, Literary Tellers, or the ATU system). Remind 

students to review how a summary should be organized 

from Lesson 2 if necessary. 

 

Literary Tellers (detail/voice) 

Explore with students how to have their voice in tale.  Ask 

students to consider if they are using metaphors, 

descriptions, and/or considering word connotations? 

 

Storytellers (word choice) 

Remind storytellers that they should 

choose words appropriate for their 

audience. Remind students to choose 

language to create pictures in the 

 
Groups will move through three 

rotations.  When they are not with the 

teacher, they will work either in a small 

group or independently. Students can 

choose how to work best based on the 

work they have to do that day (perhaps 

with some input from the teacher), and 

should place their name card 

appropriately on the Class Rotation 

Chart. 

 

 
Encourage Folklorists to consider their 

audience when working – who will be 

coming to the Folklore Festival (i.e., 

parents, community members, etc.)? 

How can they create products 

specifically for that population? What 

kinds of words and language could be 

used to make them feel at home? 

Encourage Literary Tellers to consider 

using where they live as inspiration for 

their tales. 

 

 
 

During this time, the teacher should 

meet with those students who appeared 

to be struggling based on the previous 

PLACE 
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listeners’ minds as necessary. 

 

Small Groups: 

Students can use the Folklore Performance Rubric when 

working with a partner to edit and revise their work in order 

to make sure their product is on the right track. 

 

Independent: 

Students should begin independently 

working on a rough draft of their 

summary or tale, or practice reading their 

tale using appropriate tone and 

expression. 

 

lesson’s (Lesson 16) ongoing 

assessment of student working drafts 

and folders. 

PLANNING CARD:  What to Do for 

Next Class 

 

Give every student an index card with his 

or her name on it. Ask the student to again 

write a response to the question: What do I 

need to do for the next  class? 

 

Students should again place their working drafts and notes 

inside of their file folders with the index card tucked in the 

pocket or attached with a paper clip. These folders should be 

left on their desk for teacher review. 

 

PREPARATION: Ongoing Formative Assessment 

 

The teacher should go through each student’s file folder to 

review the student’s working drafts and index cards in order 

to assess which students are on-track and which may be 

struggling and in need of individual writing conferences or 

extra guidance during the next lesson.  

 

The teacher can also use Post-it notes or simply write a note 

on a piece of paper and attach it to the working draft in the 

folder in order to dialogue with the student about his/her 

progress. These notes can include suggestions for revision, 

specific feedback, encouragement, constructive comments, 

etc.  

 

If students appear to be struggling, the teacher should make 

a list of these students’ names to ensure that she holds 

individual conferences with them during the next lesson.  
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