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(ABSTRACT)

The purpose of the study was to determine the perceptions and opinions of
national school board members concerning the present availability and impact of school-
linked services in their school districts. Schools have been asked to act as brokers for a
diverse array of social, health, and judicial services to help ameliorate some of the
problems of students at risk of educational failure. In response, a growing number of
school districts have established many types of school-linked programs which provide
services to children and their families through collaborative partnerships among schools,
health care providers, social service agencies, and judicial systems.

The research questions for this study were: (1) To what extent do school board
members perceive that school-linked services are necessary and are available to students in
their district, and developed in a collaborative manner? (2) Do school board members
perceive changes in governance and in formulating policy to oversee the school district as
a result of school-linked services? (3) To what extent do school board members perceive
that school-linked services impact on school funding? (4) To what extent do school board
members perceive that review procedures are in place to evaluate the effectiveness of
school-linked services in their district? (5) What are school board members' opinions of
the obstacles and critical issues related to school-linked services in their school district?

Descriptive research methodology was utilized in this study. A  stratified, random
sample of school board member subscribers to The American School Board Journal was
identified, and subsequently surveyed through the use of a mailed questionnaire. Thirty
percent of the population of 19,723 were surveyed. The response rate was 5.9 percent. A
second mailing was sent to 3 percent of the subscriber population. This time a coded
survey was utilized. This mailing resulted in a 19.7 percent response rate.

The data revealed that the development of school-linked services are supported
and are needed in a majority of the school districts that responded. The range of services
provided and the variety of approaches of school-linked services is broad and diverse. The
majority of board members do not perceive changes in governance or policy formulation
as a result of school-linked services in their district. School-linked services do not impact
on school district funding; however, inadequate financing is the major obstacle to
implementing services. School board members responded that procedures to review the
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effectiveness of programs are in place and that the services offered are meeting the clients'
needs. In addition to funding, another obstacle to successful implementation of services is
that some school board members' believe that schools should not get involved in providing
social services. Substance abuse services, health services and parenting classes ranked as
the three areas where services are most critically needed.  
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