


















































Figure 15. Development of a young Appalachian hardwood stand in southwestern Virginia: (a) Prior to harvest; (b)
' immediately following a clearcut harvest; (c) sapling stand after 8 years; (d) pole stand after 18 years.



Although site preparation is not dis-
cussed in depth here, it is an important part
of a regeneration method. It is of particular
importance with the clearcutting method
and becomes a major consideration for
intensive management of southern pines
when planting or seeding is used. Common
methods of site preparation are drum chop-
ping, root raking, KG-blading, discing or
harrowing, bedding, prescribed burning,
and use of herbicides.

Intermediate silvicultural techniques
include all of the cultural practices that are
used in a stand before any regeneration cuts
are made. These techniques include release
cuttings, thinnings, and improvement cut-
tings. ;

Improvement cuttings remove low-
quality or undesirable trees from stands
past the sapling stage. A thinning is an
intermediate cutting operation in which the
main objective is to control the growth of
the stand by changing tree spacing and
stand density by cutting selected trees. The

removal of these trees will concentrate the
growth potential of the site onto the remain-
ing trees, thus producing larger, higher-
quality trees in less time. In addition,
thinnings can provide early revenues to the
landowner.

III. CONCLUSION

For more information on timber harvest-
ing or general information on managing
your woodlot, contact the Virginia Depart-
ment of Forestry, consulting or industrial
foresters, or the Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion office in your area. :

* This is a revision of Virginia Cooperative Extension Publication 420-405, Principles of Regenera-
tion Silviculture in Virginia (1985), by T. J. Nichols, D. Wm. Smith, and M. C. Vodak.
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