








potantiol den snd paet trees fron woodlots, apé where hogs rus
wild they will deslroy the mest that is so @:smm%mi %0 Lhe
@%ﬁﬁzﬁ%ﬁ@ axistencs. By spd larpe, however, the gray suuirrel
seems Lo be a very “goed melghbor® to cther forme of snimel life
that ceeur in its chosen habitat, | |



%%@'%ﬁ#%iﬂ&& huntizg Jlews regsrding gray squirrels geed o
be conplebely revised, snd sade uniforz throughout the stabe.
Ho less thag

rom the stetewide regulations. To furthsr confuse bhe situe

twonty counties heve open sessuns dhat very sosswhad

ation, we #ind thet the open sesson on equirrels In the Webtiomsl
Forewts locubsd in Virglnie iz different fyom the stats and neny
of the eounty lews. As Ter ag gray sylrrele sve dunoorned,

theve iz no Justifisstion whabever for wurious sountics heve

thelr own lavwe sud %%gﬁi%ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ»%&%ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ@~%&% gnen Beason. Aven
the state lews e
puet and woeph of the Blue Ridge Seuntalos doss not seenm to be

myaing the different open season in countles

baged wpon any ocutstanding rewson or have sny relsblion %o the
iife history of bthe syuivrel. The stabe law resds ss folliows:

“Uounties sast of the Dlus Ridge %ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁi@&g opan

hunting season, w@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%f i=16 and Roverbew @w 1

éfammw B eue &ﬁ

Lounties west of the Ilue %iﬁg@ wﬁﬁ%@@iﬁ&x opan

hunting ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ;éﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ 118 aud w@w@mhwg 1w

w@%%ﬁ%%ﬁf GL.7 ‘

In sddition meny vounbtlies heve an open soasen Thet &iffers

frow the shove regulations.

The grey squlrrel has twe btreeding ssasvns sach year, e

in sidwinter sod apother in widsusmer in July and fugust,

Therefore, meny fenales sre lacteting in Sepbenber and Uetober

and ocering for their young. It oen be seen theb sn open seesen
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from Deptesber 1 to 18 is &b exegbly the wrong bise, for at this

BOBBOL B g sguirrels sre stlill in thelr dens or lesl seats,
Hany

sther squirrels sre 8o smell ot $his sesgon i they come from &

5y your
If the mother is Rilled at thils Lime the young wilil die.

late litter, that they ¢un herdly be considered objesote of spors.

Hy wid-Docsmber, or early Jesuary squirrels sre again meting and
m% is therefore unwisge %o heve the Upen sesson sxtend to Janue
ury B0, for seay preguent femsles will be kilied end the nowmml
pepulstion inerense will by lowered,

At the present time the stetewids beg 1iuit on gray squir-

rels is six Gnlmels u day and seventy-rive s sseson, Until sudh
8 tine as vhe ssulrrel populstion is Bulls up, Wils musher is
considered rether sxesssive. It would seen wise to limit the
hanter to a delly 1isit of three end & pessonel limit of Fifty
suulrrels. |

The state law permits landowners $o K11l squirrsls out of

Bg erops provided the landownery goe

season when they sre demegd
from the counby gawe werden. IThis i& e ssasible
KRS

inother sectlon of the stabe syulrrel laws reeds as follows:

gures s pursnlt

sain on the b

regulabion end should ve

*Egeldent landowners snd thelr ehildren, resident mein-
bers of hunt olubs who owa land ln fes, either jolutly
ey through ¢ holding sorpopstion, snd tenants residing
upon $he premises, with the written persission of the
iandowner, mey B1Ll equlrrels for thelr own use dure
ing the closed pesson.® |

The abeve provision is » serious misteke for under vertsin

sonditions 1t may be abused by uvaprinelpled landownsys,
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Hany squirrel hunbers feel thet syulrrel huntisng is net
vory sxolting efter tiw hickery nut ssssen, bub in She interest
| 8 mistuke
In Penusylvanis the squirrel seascs opens in November and it
wWould be wise for Virginis to adopt this law also.

The writer would nake the following &%@%@&ﬁ%ﬁ&%@%&ﬁ regari-

of the squirrela the Septesber open sessen 12 & serioy

ing the Virginle squirrsl luws:

1. There should be u statewlde open seasca on grey squir-

rels epening on November 1 and closlng on Dessuber 1B or Decen~
ber 81 at the letest. The individusl county luws should be
abolished.

B

for others to kill sgulrrels out of ssason on thely property,
oxcept when the animels sre dameging srops, should be sbolished,



The gray sguirrel iz one of the easlest of our geme animels
e restore, for all i aske is & sulbable supply of food, and
nesting trees, plus s ressonsble swounbt of protestion. A number
:uﬁﬁ’%ﬁ listeds
should be protected from
e most f&%ﬁé&lﬁ nethod ﬁﬁalérﬁa to
woodliot set aside for this purp

de A pprtion of the sgulrrel populetion

Bunting a% all tioes.

#h 2

eaeh sultable

have aress on
These avess will aet ss holding aress, from which ther

siways be stook bto repopulste the surrvounding woodlsnds when

@%&*%ﬁ%i& baeome ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁc

Woudlots which no 3@@%@% %%ﬂtﬁiﬁ sgulrrelys shoeld bs re-
stosked with Shree or four pairs. There may be ateondancy
for sone ﬁ@%&%ﬁ@lﬁvﬁﬁ‘%@ﬁﬁwﬁ‘%ff when relesged, but the

majority of thes will probably remain. Thus in & Few
yaurs & good grey sgulrrel pepulstion shouid be bullt wup

8. On loeal wress new squlrrel habitabs msy be established
by planting mest-bearing tress sueh ae osks snd hieckories,
oF by relessing sush trees that mey already be present on

the Bpos.

4. fpevisl effort should be mede %o inerense squirrel popu~

lation on cekehickory woudlobs by leaving

¢id den Lress

ng bhe wooldlend to be over-grazed.

and not ellowil
S Vence vows shouid be kept In o brushy copdition so they may
be used ss btravel isaes Ly gaulrrels when they zove from one

wopddot S0 snobher.
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Pasturisg should be regulated ssd kept %o a minimum, for
gtherwise 1% will eventually losd to the destrustion of

the woodlot §§ ;gﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ~§i& the Torest reproduction.

The srection of nest Lozes on second~growth woodlots mey

help hold sgulrrels op these sress, though shis is really
progbionl ohky o emsll sectlons of lsnd.
Hinter feeding oan be precticed where the wmest ¢roy is

soanby or large yopuletlous desired,

Helensse cubbings thet will faver the growth of osks, hlsk-
ories und walnuts will Incrssse the supply of aveilable
squirrel food, |

Fredator sontesl, other than the contrel of seli-bunting

doge and cols l¢ UnNeGRBBATY.
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 thess faotors will cause mosb squirvels to rams

The grey eguirrel hes Geeresased grestly in nunbers during

the past one hundred ysure.

There le very 1ittle solensific Litevebture evalilable on the
gray squirrel u% the present Hime,
Iive-trapping snd ser-tageing or tos-clipplog

are the mowt
sesuvate msens of %%ﬁiﬁ§ & gray sgulrrel cousus, bub a |
sount of lesl nests or dens éa & mors prastiesl meens of
sensusing, depending uwpon the type of forest.

Heturs forests of oakehiokory wepe Bhe fevorite habitet of
gray squlresls on tho sreus eonsidared Ln the present ine
vesbization.

Low bemperebures ﬁ%&)&i@a winds eprs She most luportans oli-
mabic fsatures cvatrelling the activity %ﬁ‘%ﬁ&i@%&iﬁ; -t

in in thelr

deng or nssts during %@&@kﬁﬁﬁikﬁ in the winter,

Ihers ls & Yendency for syuirrels to be sore sobive on dull
eloudy ﬁﬁya‘ghﬁa on bright suany dave, provided bhe westher
S8 mild under buth conditioans.

ﬁ?&? syuirrels »pefor o have &.g%ﬁm&ﬁ%&% papply of waber
fn the weedlobe they lnhebly, bub they are sble o live
under droushd condivions for s pert of the yeay.

There are Flve paoces or varieties of gray sgilrreis found

in the dsetern lnlted ftates,.
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8, In Virglnie two zeces of squlrrels ars found, the Bouthern

or Garelins &?ﬁg dGgulrrel - fely

fu Virgiais.

10. Twe brasding sssscus sre found in the gray squlvrel in Southe

wesbeys Tirgiole, ope in sidwinter and %ﬁ@ gther in nld-
U .
11. The grey squlrrel hes Pwo duily periods of sotiviiy, one
| one

in She sarly wo %&ﬁ% and the obther in Bhe late albarad
A&. Gray squlrreds 4o oot hibersade, sxoept for o dey or bwe

st & time %ﬁ&iﬁ% euld spelis in bhe wiatar,

% %

i3, Ho svifenco wes found o substenbliste the beliel thed gray

squirrels sasirate ﬁ%ﬁiw'y@%ﬁ@ or sash otled.

14, Hone of the squlrrels sxemined or Syapped showed eny evie
u@ﬁﬁ@ of dissase, und the only prevelsut szbernsl perasiies
wore fioas.

6. The primeipsl Tood of Ghe gray squirrels ova Lhe arsus

ghtudied wyre the nute of the whilte ouk, varlous spezies ol
niokories snd the balek walnut.

16, Oray myuireels sre norvous end highly saeltable.

17. Few of our netive enimels sre sble 10 move sbout in the
tress with the vese Lhed i posssssed by grey squirrels.
18, Theve 18 little frivticn bebween grey sgulrrela snd ather

antive birds znd senmelse.
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BC.

B4,

5.
B8,
BY.
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g9,

80,
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Pamily ¢

the sams den throush the winter.

roups of grey squlrrels often remein togebher in

Souirpels sre Alurasl enisels, though ons individual wes

srapped sfber nightfall.

e use of artiriciel dene snd nest bowss is prectiasble

cnly on esrbain arses such #8 small woodlots, purks or

private grounde.

thelled eomm is ths best belt to use wheu one desires %o
tray squirrels, |
Wire trape sre the sesliest type of squirrel trsp vo build,
tut the

wooden trep designed by Dewngartner is the best

alleround squirgrel trap.

Aluminum sar-tege of the type used in thie study need to

ve improved before they are seblsCeetory as meuy of them
will eventuslly dvop oub of the sar.

Bguirrels exyused in open breps freguently die frowm shoek
snd axposure. |

¥hen hendled pome squirrals die in » few %ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%&a the ape
parent cause of @@&ﬁ%«%ﬁ%@%1&¥§$$3¥@%ﬁiﬁg

Gray squivrels in Scuthwesters Virginis have two end pose
sibly Ghres Litters asch gﬁﬁﬁgk

Husttered %&@@&im@ goours o% meerly all Blmes of the yesr.
-?&% %&§@&&%@ &2 the %ﬁ%@%&ﬁ»ﬁ%&iﬁﬁ%&% wore caught In the
morning. | | |

ioh hed young in the fall were found

Famnle squirrels wh
%9 have snother litter the following nidwinbter or ssrly

spriog.



6.

57,
56,
B4
ac.

43,

The erulsing yenge of individual eguirvels was found o0
bes BBE ¢ ant.

Forty-aeven por cent of Yhe syuirrels Lrepred were maies

and 55 per csnt were Temeles. & tobel of B48 lndividuals

were trapped, and thers wes o sum total of 440 Lrappings.

gray squirrels Flusbustes in sny region
dupring a period of yesrs. |

#Ho evidenes of & populstion shift Cfrom one woudlot to an-
sbhey wen rovenied by the brapping operaticns.

Gray soulrvels sesy Lo have & very prosounoed ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ@ ine
stinoet ag ie wvidenesd by Ghe reburn of soue ehlimels o
the locsllity of the crlginel trepping after they hed baen
taken awey snd relessed at 4istent losations.
ﬁ@%i@%@iﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁ@?ﬁﬁky ﬁ& nut cause ﬁﬁﬁ>ﬁ&¥§%ﬁﬁ danmpge 80
orope in Scusheest Vieplinia.

fredution upon sgquirrels by matursl snenies dose noY seen
t0 ho Very severs. N

The liplting fectors upon the grey squlrrel ave hubitet

ghanges snd overnundting.

The sray scelrrel ig one of the moet lspovbent gove ani-

wmais in Virspinis,
Gray sunirrsls heve & very defivite cesthetlie sppesl for
most poople.

1% sesne advigsbls Lo redown

mond sn open season on gyay sguline

rols in Virglals extonding from Novesber 1 bo Decesber 16

or B1. Thie open swason should be statewide eud the sepe

arnbe oounty laws ropgerding grey squirrels should be



w I8 .

abolished. Iroperty vwners should be allowed $o EilL
squirrels only durlag She open seasun of when they are

sotually demsgling erope.
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