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ANNOUNCEMENTS

New Grad Course of Interest in Spring 2021: Drinking Water &
Health

Taught by GCC affiliate Alasdair Cohen, Assistant Professor in
the Dept. of Population Health Sciences.

Topics include: Drinking water contamination and associated
health outcomes. Programs to improve safe water access. Viral,
bacterial, protozoal, and helminthic pathogens. Heavy metals,
pesticides, and other contaminants. Drinking water treatment
and supply in rural areas. Study designs for health outcome
assessment. Field-based intervention trials.

Course Flyer

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1118783572984&p=oi
https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/
https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/alasdair-cohen/
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fb82bc7401/8fbde1a8-4820-4152-9e79-1c3824bf35ad.pdf


Call for Abstracts: International Science of Team Science Virtual
Conference

The SciTS2021 Conference Planning Committee is pleased to announce that next year’s Science
of Team Science conference will be presented 100% online. We ask you to save the extended
dates June 7-11, 2021 to join us for an online conference rich in discussion and engagement
infused with the principles of team science.

Our call for abstracts is now open! We invite team science academics, leaders and members of
cross-disciplinary teams, institutional leaders and administrators, and funding agencies to
collaboratively rethink how science of team science research and practice may serve as a
foundation for positive change and justice.

The following options are available:
1. Individual Pre-recorded Splash Talks
2. NEW! Interactive and Participatory Sessions
3. Collaborative Panel
4. SIG Panel
5. Workshop
6. NEW! Early Career Colloquium
7. NEW! Graduate Student Colloquium 

To view the full announcement and to submit your abstract for review, please follow this
link: inscits.org/cfa2021. All conference-related questions should be directed to Briana Blanchard
at bnblanch@vt.edu.

Science Policy Initiative (SPI) opportunity to provide scientific &
technical advising to VA legislature

SPI is launching an effort to provide unbiased
and nonpartisan scientific and technical advising to our Virginia
legislature. We are currently building up a coalition of graduate
students, post-doctoral researchers, and other early-career
scientists from throughout Virginia who seek to support science
and evidence-based decision-making in our government.

To get involved, (1) fill out this google form to join our email list and
(2) join our va-scipol-advising workspace - introduce yourself
in #general, then start browsing around the other channels
- #training-resources is a good place to begin!

A KICKOFF EVENT will be held on Wednesday, 12/16 from 5-6pm (zoom link). We will go
over the goals of this initiative and the logistics of how we will coordinate and collaborate, and

http://sts.memberclicks.net/message2/link/45d08dc4-b131-4c9a-bb46-ac2af33464e6/1
http://sts.memberclicks.net/message2/link/45d08dc4-b131-4c9a-bb46-ac2af33464e6/2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4oaBDcaNHiYXRBcSWWiTn5uo-o4gFCJE41ZJ0QDCYZ_IptA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://join.slack.com/t/va-scipol-advising/shared_invite/zt-jl6vj9o1-im1Ys8Tn~aLarhxmSnHxqw
https://va-scipol-advising.slack.com/archives/C01FCC9691Q
https://va-scipol-advising.slack.com/archives/C01FR1D88F3
https://virginia.zoom.us/j/91980383893?pwd=aHpQcGlaZ2s2UU95STBrVWszOW9xZz09


then walk through some resources on giving public comment and testimony. 

For more information, visit the group's website: https://spiatuva.org
or contact Sarah Goggin, Co-President, Science Policy Initiative, University of Virginia

Tandon Faculty First Look Fellowship Opportunity

The NYU Tandon School of Engineering invites scholars
currently underrepresented in engineering fields who are
nearing completion of their doctorates or who are in post-
doctoral positions to apply for Tandon Faculty First
Look Fellowships.

Fellows will have the opportunity to present and receive
feedback on their ongoing research, engage with NYU faculty
from a range of engineering disciplines, and participate in
workshops designed to help them advance their careers.

Application deadline is December 15.
More information

FACULTY & FELLOW SPOTLIGHT

Alasdair Cohen - Population
Health Sciences

Dr. Cohen conducts research on drinking
water (contamination, treatment, and
supply) and environmental health in low-
income rural communities, with a focus on
developing safe water programs. He has
over ten years of international experience
and...

Read more
www.globalchange.vt.edu

Amanda Pennino - Forest
Resources & Environ.
Conservation

Amanda's work is focused on soil-water
interactions in northeast hardwood forests,
looking at how soil water chemistry
changes across time, with depth, and
along hillslopes. Her research site is
located at Hubbard Brook Experimental
Forest (HBEF)...

Read more
www.globalchange.vt.edu

https://spiatuva.org/
mailto:sg4dm@virginia.edu
https://engineering.nyu.edu/about/diversity-inclusion/faculty-first-look
https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/alasdair-cohen/
https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/alasdair-cohen/
https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/amanda-pennino/
https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/amanda-pennino/


COMMUNITY

IGC fellows share favorite recipes & local take out

Need some cooking or baking inspiration for the winter season? Or
don't feel like cooking during this stressful part of the semester and
want to support local businesses in Blacksburg? Look no further!! IGC
social chair, Alaina Weinheimer, has spearheaded a fun compilation
from fellows sharing special recipes and must-try local cuisine.

Recipe highlights include:

Amanda Pennino's "Grandma's Baked Ziti"
An authentic Turkish Börek, Spinach & Feta Layered Pastry,
from Dustin Hoffman
Ben Kligman's locally inspired Ghost Pepper & Peach Hot Sauce
...and many more!

Recipes of IGC Google Doc & IGC Takeout Recommendations Google Doc

Additions are welcomed and can be sent to Alaina. Thanks for sharing, IGC fellows!

"Equity, Dignity, and Health in
Food and Agriculture"

"Soil Farming, Pollinator Habitat,
and Engaging with Community"

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Gx64CF0ocBSFk_02GfvZKIJW2j5fJs34CaQWu4wWDos/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14H_ENE18wQ4MPiY8botCp_8CAOuYukM8jHo3uCmRp_A/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:alainarw@vt.edu


Tuesday, 12/8 at 11:00 am

Listen, learn, and be inspired by their
agroecological stories, actions, and visions for
community and systemic change with Renard
Turner of Vanguard Ranch LTD., Jonathan McRay
of Silver Run Forest Farm, and Janet Aardema of
Broadfork Farm. 

Register at this link

Friday, 12/11 at 11:00 am

Learn from the experiences and journeys into soil
and water conservation, biodiversity, soil farming,
and community outreach with Amy Hicks of Amy’s
Organic Garden, CJ Isbell of Keenbell Farm and
Gerald Garber of Cave View Farms.

Register at this link

Inclusive Syllabus Workshop
Dec. 10th, 10 - 11:30 am

An Inclusive Syllabus Workshop, hosted by the
Geosciences HHMI Inclusive Excellence Faculty
Scholars, will be held virtually on Dec. 10th.

Specialist Dr. Lindsay Masland will lead this
workshop from Appalachian State University. 
 
Zoom information will be provided closer to the date
of the workshop.

You can register for this event here.

NEWSWORTHY

Virginia Tech pioneers smart reservoirs

There are smart phones, smart cars and smart homes. And now, a team led by Virginia Tech
professor and GCC affiliate Cayelan Carey continues to pursue what's believed to be a first: a
smart reservoir. In 2018 Carey and her colleagues partnered...

https://virginiatech.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_camKu_j8QveUh0nKNaNjUw
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6LcXk_DbS-Gmr62mwsI9dw
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fb82bc7401/4078fd03-3df7-4f2a-830f-150379345792.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1n7ZQQTwJ5zNp26VrDRr1IeHjfQtw-QG7XSJXqtwmedc/edit?usp=sharing
https://roanoke.com/news/local/virginia-tech-pioneers-smart-reservoirs/article_b7b7330e-35a5-11eb-a443-b3f621f19df6.html?fbclid=IwAR34zXGQvWlodaivDwKXwk9XUJgC2ljKnBdZjswMU9VsUp2umA4bzwn-EE8#tracking-source=home-top-story-1


Read more
roanoke.com

Confronting ecological change takes a collaborative leap ...

Looking to predict beetle abundance and springtime greenness, among other things, the NEON
Ecological Forecasting Challenge is looking to mobilize researchers and forecast answers to a
complex set of ecological questions. GCC affiliate Thomas Quinn..

Read more
vtnews.vt.edu

https://roanoke.com/news/local/virginia-tech-pioneers-smart-reservoirs/article_b7b7330e-35a5-11eb-a443-b3f621f19df6.html?fbclid=IwAR34zXGQvWlodaivDwKXwk9XUJgC2ljKnBdZjswMU9VsUp2umA4bzwn-EE8#tracking-source=home-top-story-1
https://vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2020/11/fralinlifesci-neon-ecological-forecasting-challenge-2021.html
https://vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2020/11/fralinlifesci-neon-ecological-forecasting-challenge-2021.html


Warmer mountaintops, wetter coasts

As sea levels rise and storms become more frequent and severe, there is an urgent need to
understand community-scale responses to accelerating coastal risks. In Virginia, Assistant
Professor and GCC affiliate Anamaria Bukvic works with stakeholders..

Read more
vtnews.vt.edu

Do you have an opportunity or announcement you'd like to share with the

GCC community? Send us an email!
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https://vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2020/11/cnre-mountaintops-to-coastlines.html
https://vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2020/11/cnre-mountaintops-to-coastlines.html
mailto:jnicholson@vt.edu
http://www.globalchange.vt.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/globalchangevt/
https://www.facebook.com/globalchangevt/
https://www.facebook.com/globalchangevt/
https://twitter.com/globalchangevt
https://twitter.com/globalchangevt
https://twitter.com/globalchangevt
https://www.instagram.com/globalchangevt/
https://www.instagram.com/globalchangevt/
https://www.instagram.com/globalchangevt/
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