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REPORT OF
DEPARTMGINT OF PUBLICATIONS, EXTEMSION DIVISION,
VINGINIA POLYPECHNIC INSTITUTE,
NOVERMBER 30, 19236 TO DECEMNER 1, 1929

The department of publiecity of the in-
as to e of end what can be guined

by following the latest snd most = ant
Since boys' and girls’ 4-H olubd work may be called the keystome of extemsion work,
the department of publicstioms gives a good dsel of tims snd effurt to the pramotics
of club work in the state, not only rejerting ccnsrete fasts sbout the werk of elub -
members but by ssafiag to elube sad Xy as

%0 how mnd why certaia things should be doms. La-t—-n--.unm
information, Doth $0 olub boys and girls end to adults, in as simple and comeiss

® wey as possfble. An eclemsst of humen istevest is atded So every news stery thet

goes out from the office If i 1s possidle t0 &0 so. There has besn recemtly, be-~
#imning with the United States Departmsat of Agrioulture emd coming dows to all

the states, a geaeral recogaitiom of the fact that all agricultural matter must de
"popularised” if 1% 15 t0 be read. The field of the purely Sechaioal bulletin is

becoming more snd more limited and the smme thiag to
and press matter of all kinds. This is particularly trus of copy istended for the

Gaily end weekly newspepers, and $o a largs exteat for agr
In recest years there have been odt of Sally

and veskly newspapers and those thet are engaged in seadiag out publicity matter,




whether of & or state The who have

these conferences or who have spoksn befure of od bave taken
& very positive stand oa the as to their shall be used for
-\n.—um——-—h-h\-'-v—n.hmu.-m
colums shall not be used, except ia very rere imstances and where purely loeal
are for of say kiad. They have Sakmn the position

also thet purely technicsl emd instructicmsl mstter, except in cases of emargemey,
where there is an outbresk of disease or same insect pest immedistely threatemiag,
st find its avesus of publicity in other ways them through the columms of their
mowspapers, whether daily or weekly. odi Bow

thet they must meet the wishes of the editors of the newspepers snd there has beem
@ gemeral revision all aleng the line of wethods of publicity. The editer of the
Virginia extension division has made and expests to contimue to maks & very sis-

care offort to meet wint he has every reascn to delisve are the wishes of the editors
of the daily snd weekly pajers ix Virginia.

During half of the year sovered by this report the editor has, as far as time
and travel money pemmitted, made persomal visits to the editors of the coumtry
papers of the state in their offices to Salk over the whole matter of extemsion
publicity sad find ous, if the af eaek editor

extension work. Another, snd just ss important purpose, of these visits has desan
o the editors and this office. There is ree-

om0 believe that & good doal has besn scoomplished by this as evidenced by the
fact that the papers during the last six months have given more space tham. sver be-
fore to extemsiom copy. ﬂql-—-mul-lh.-nicsdm
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space to efvertising msetings here st the collage and throughout the stste in which
the extension division 1e desply interested. This has been trus of the Imstitute
of Rurel Affatrs, the State Bummere’ Institute, the State Poultry Pelereticn, the

" Gosperative Market ing Short Course, the State Duirymen’s Asscciation, and the State
Crop Improvement Asscolstion. The editor has also attended seven district met-

ings of editors. - county in two of the

state have besn visited since July 1 snd the efitor plans to visit as many more as
posaidbls during the next six menths. In order to utilize trevel momey %o the best
efiventage, the editor hes visited commty ageats &t the same time be visited papers
ia their counties snd has gives these agents individual help ia prepariag copy for

Bewspajers.

The editor hes o . o o ant comty sgests that
they shall fursish real fasts (and nemes) with & mews value sbout their wark so thet
the editor cam put this material into shape for tbe daily end weskly mewspspere.
With only ome or two the rave willingly to these

wnd heve the editor with & ool many interesting facts from

which newspaper articles have bees compiled. Both the daily and weekly pepers heve
Sesn very gmercus in the matter of space and svery article sest cut from Shis offics
has found sphce in soms Virginis paper, duily or weekly. The daily momming papers
with the lergest have been 1iberal in giving space Guring
the last three mamths. The maller dailies heve also givem s good desl of space
but they gemerelly favor articles Gsaling with agricultural mstters of partieulsr
interest in the secticns where they circulate.




—

As stated in my amusl repert last jear, it is becoming more snd more apparent

that publicity for extemsion work in the coumty papers must, as far as possidle, de
furnished these pepers by the farm and home demcanstration ageats in the coumties
-'..-_F-'m The county papers have & very limited spase to
devote %o eny matter cutside of local sews snd axy free service they give space to

”hm-uﬂl‘_.ﬂ_nm“lﬂ.. Is is prec-
tically impossidles for the elitar at the State Office to know just what is of par-

ticular interest in say county &t say Sime. There are, of course, many gemardl facts
about the work that are of that cen de the camty papers

from the central office, aad Shese find space in the county papers.
m.h--m,”h“.‘-mhﬂ_b
stration ageats, iz fact all extension workers, must kmow how to prepare copy eo
that it will require little or mo work om the jart of the county editor since he
1s too busy $o edit end revise poorly prepared copy. It is Just as importass thet
who writes eopy should know mews end news values, should be
able to between and mews, and betwesn technical or iastruc—

tional matter and news. '

The sditor hes, therefore, contimued his effurts during the year to help ex-
tension workers soquire a vorking Imowledge of how to prepare oopy for ths press.
That this werk has net besn eutirely without results is evidenced by two fasts,
first, the imcrease in the smount of space givea by the newspapers to exteasiom
00py; second, favorsble camssat by e mumber of newspaper editors om the improvemsnt
in the kind of articles furnished them by ageats and others. There has bdeea & oon-
Sisued dsmand fur the circulsr prepared Swo years ago ia Shis office on how to get




-
furm nows and how to prepsre i for the papers. The two young mem and two young
women, members of the 1929 grafusting class at V. P. I. who began county ageat work
July 1, have besn dofng sams geod publieity work snd the editars of the papers in
Mr--nu{fﬂ-;ui-—-.--n-.—-—-mtmnm
tions given them by the editer of the a - 1n Ma class
s agricultural journalims.

In tais esnusl veport, as in those he has made before, She editor fesls that

be should say a word of commendation about the very excelleat publicity work deme by
some of the negro county Farm sad homs ageuts. i fow of these men snd wamen have

then have mads an Monest and sincere effort to & some publicity work. It is warthy
of note that thess negro agests ssen to heve & very kess sense of ness values, par-
ticularly the humsn taterest elsment. Bditars Bf pepers In wo caunties where negro
ageats are workisg tald the elitor of 1l extensica Givisioa thet they always gave
space %o articles fursished dy the megro agests.

Since owr funds &0 not permit us to subseride o all county papers iz the state
ead chly thoss datliss of limited T low subseription
prices, 1t s not possidle to give in Gstall the mmber of articles or space in
inches that the papers of Virgisis have published Suring the yesr. Howsver, a general
survey of extensica publicity during the year covered by this report shows that we
hove had more publicity this year them ever before and thet seversl papers thet here-

tofore have 2ot Deen partisularly lidersl ia the matter of space have cpemed their
columns to extension copy. Ia thres comnties where neither a famm nor & home demon-




b
stretion sgent hes been employed the papers have becoms 1
for comty agent work end have asked for specisl articles sbout Wy o Somsty @ culd
have a farm or hame ageat, what extension work is, etc. Such articles are always
furnished prowptly om request. In other isstences sinilar articles Mave bess fur-

alshed to the district agente %o use im ey comnty where he or she is iaterestel
in getting en“sppropristion for = sgest.

Inquiries received by the editor for specific information thet may be occasiom-
o by artiod in the Nows or the dafly snd weskly pepers
are % the whoss per 1tas 15 the eubject of Smuiry. Since
1t 1s ressonebles to supposs that whers one mam or vamm in & commmity is interested

in a sudject othem in that section may de, the editaor takes sueh
end embodies them into newspeper articles. ™is gives the subject under @iscussion
@ wider publieity.
meﬂﬁ—ﬂmﬂn—nm“
month and extrects showing things actually socomplished or good work dome are com—
plled. These are given the public through the Progressive Jurser, cur extemsion
publications, and the daily and weekly prese. They are used liberally as fillers
by the county newspapers and sometimes by the dailies.

Timely news srticles and items of imterest sbout extemsiom work in genevel
are sent the district office of the Associated Press in Riclmond under a special
arrangsment made three years ago. This material is used o= a special agricultural
sheet which the AP office im Richmond furnishes to certaia pspers or ia commection
with & special sgricultural service which the AP features. This gives a wifer pubd-
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l1ieity to exteasion work in Virgilais than oculd be secured in any other way. The
editor has sbout work ia Guring the year from
papers in clties outside the state which were takm by the pspers from the AP's speeial
sarvics or elip sheet.
ene term of

The editor comtimmes to tesch/esch college session s thres time & week class

in sgricultural jourhalism $0 semiors. During tie yoar he attended the mid-winter

mooting end the snnual mwmer of the Press dtetries
of odt alresdy to, and, by special iavitatics,

seversl “Fatber end Scm” banquets put on by Smith-lughes teschers. A4s stated be-

fore, the efitor has for the lset six momthe devoted es much of his Sime as de could

spare from the office bere and as fur as half a years Sravel momey would alloe, to
visiting the newspaper edifors of the state to esteblish frisndly relgtioms with
them and to study n with the 1dea of 50 arrenging
his work that 1t mey mest cos and the wishes of the news-

paper editors.
THE EXTENSION DIVISION WEWS
The Extension Divisicm News is sm eight-page, thirty-two colmm paper issued
esach month for the famers, farm women, benkers, ministers, public school teaschers,
Saith-Hughes teachers, state officlals and all others interested im the bettermemt
of conditions oo the farms end In the homes of the state. It comtains practical
suggestions for and results of work dome along the varicus lines that sre being
L 4 It is mailed free of charge %0 the names on the

miling list snd the papers of the state are iavited $o use the material ia its

colume without givisg eredit for ssme if they wish. The papers quote fresly frem




' bs Dxteaston Division News, making wse of sush articles as iy be of ixterest ta .
Shetr losalities. Farty-sight thousead copies are mailed cut ssch memth. ¢
; WG Lse
The mailing 1ist of the Extension Division News was made uwp origisally frem

added by from lists by eounty ageuts of represente-
Sive farm men end vomen in their cousties, and from iists of members of varicus asso-
elations organized within the year. Second class postage rete is paid om this peper
and the postmasters of the state are required to return eaxy coples that may bde um~
Gelivered. Ia this way we are able %0 keep our mailing list fairly wp to date snd;
whils 1t is far from perfect, 1t 1is saild t0 be the most wp 0 date mailing list

4in the state. Whasever & copy is returned Decsuse of the iasbility of any post
mnm—-.-mwu-_.nu—u“h-’--n-
ing list unless it develops thet the wrong eddress has been furnished. The grest

muh-ﬂl“hd-dﬂ“-‘_--“-’ﬁ-
hold.

AGRICULTURAL CLUB LETFER
The Agricultural Club Letter, a four-page, sixteen column paper, is issued
mouthly by the departmsst of publicatioms, the greater part of the matter being fur-
nished by the stete leaders snd specislists in club work. An earnest effort is made
to ssoure articles from the club members themselves im order that they may feel
they have a share in the making of the paper. Sixtesn thousend five hundred copies
«m-zam—a-n/:—ummu-mnm-m.
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" fhe mmss on the mniliag 1ot tndiats boys s givis who are nrelled ae mew-
bere of the 8 and hame elubs, the farm end home demonstretionm
agents, school the e aks, who request it,

wied is of the kind thet will iuterest doys and girls and help Shem in She projects
they are carrying out. Sines the roster of club members changes sech yesr, there
must be complete revision of this mailing 1ist each twelve months.
REVISING AND EDITING MATRRIAL
a w end agents and intended for distridution
ia eirculer or bulletin form, whether prizted or ta firet
%o the for his -a It 1s then referred to the

éditor for efiting. If the efitor and the spesialist who wrote the bulletin cem mot
agres on proposed changes or any other matter commected with the bulletia, it is
then %o the e fimal Ia line with the policy now
being adopted by the United States of asd
in other states, sn attempt has besn made $o “popularise” all extemsion bulletins.
This is not an sesy task and calls for close -t . ng debween
the suthor of say bulletis, the editor, end fisally, the director. .
METHODS OF DISTRIBUTION
The News and Club Letter are distributed as

cutlined sbove. The disirijution of bulletins end oirculars is largely in the hends

of the specialists who wrote scme and are sent out 30 names on the mailing list of
their department. -nax---—-n——tu-.u\-on-bun‘nm
say bulletin or circular $0 the names on the mailing list of the Extemsion Division

¢
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Nows. nn—uu-nh--n-c--u-—w--i—u‘zu
of pecple would receive bulletins in which they had mo imterest.
CROANTZATION OF PORCE

The editor Mas charge of the a8 alresdy outlined and gemeral super—
vision over the furee employed ia ssnding out the Extemsion Division News and Agri-
cultursl Cluwb Letter. This furce st present consists of one young wamen who divides
hor time betwesa the supervision of the meiling list and acting es secretery to the
editor, and boys who work by the hour as their services are neeled in ssading out the

two momthly publicstioas.
BULLETINS
As alresiy stated, sa effurt is aow deing mede to “"popularize” all dulletins
in order o meet what those who have givem careful study to the subject belisve is
8 demand for agriculturel mstter that is less techmical in nature aad easily under-
stood by the sverage farmer or farm women. It is jJust snother case of &rewing a

very shary lise of 1ssued by and
colleges of sgriculture end thoss w and

has the bulletin as & populer book, the
experiment station bulletin as a Stechnieal trestise or text book. Nine bulletins

wore issued ia the twelve momths covered by this repart.
CIRCULARS
During the year shich this report sovers thirty-aine circulars were published.
The eirenlars vary ia sise from one to four pages and cover a variety of subjects.
The extension division Soes not issus what is generally known as plate material
to the It has been found that the Virginia

in this state prefer all matter semt
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