This growp was workad with very closely in conducting this fair. The
Amsrican Legion Post sponsored the Tasewell County Agricultural Fair
and the Extension staff worked closely with this group in sponsoring
this event.

EVALUATION OF YEAR'S WORK

Ve, the Extension staff, feel that we have had a busy and suc~
cessful year in Tazewell County. Some of our goals have not been
sccomplished to the degree of perfection that we had planned for but
this will give us more reason to work harder in the coming year. Ve
have completed some projects and activities that have arisen during
the year which will give us experience in the future.

Ve would like to thank the various agencies who have assisted ue

with our different program. Without their iom our
would not have been as favorable.

Since this Extension yezs will soom be history, now we can plan

for the future and hope to receive the same enthusissm and cooperation

from all agencies and services as we have in the past. Through this
we hope to improve and further the Extension program in Tasewell

County so that this county will be a better place in which to live,.




A farmers' income tax meeting, including information on Social
Security, was held in cocperation with Mr, W. J. Nuckolls, Extension
Econonist, with 18 people attending and gailning sowe good informetiom.

B. Fsed Mill Desonstratico

A demonstration of & ssall portable clectric foed mill was hald
in cooperation with the Appalachisa Power Coupany in February, 1959,

COOPERATION WITH OTUER AGENCIRS

The county agent serves as an ex-officio member of the ASC Committee
and attended the regular and speclal meetings wheaever possible. The
cocperation between agencies results in a greater participation im all
progcams in the county.

The county agent is also & membar of the Tasewell Seil Conservation
District Board of Supervisors. Some time has besn spent working with
this organization during the year.

All the agricultural agencies are located adjacent to each other im
the same offlce bullding, which makes for a good working relation and
also increased participation from farsers iun the county in all progrems.

The banks and civic organisations have been vecy cooperative in

sponsoring different projects ian the couaty. The couanty banks sent

the county agent to the Farm Credit Coufereace at Natural Bridge this

yoar,
The Richlands Fair and Stock Show was sponsored by the Richlands

Businesswen's Association prisarily 1o the interest of 41 club work.




3. 4 Lemb Show snd Sele
The annual 4<H Lamb Show and Sale was held at the Tasewell
Livestock Market on June 15. Forty-sight lambs were exhibited by
club members enrolled in the ewe flock project. The project, combined
with the Show and Sale, is one of the more practical projects and has
encouraged better management practices.
4. AcH Macket Lewb Project
Two pens of 4~ market lambs were fed this year. Their
owners exhibited these Southdown lambe at the Tasewell, Bland and
Russell county fairs. A pen fed by Tommy Mustard, Tasewell, was
Champion Pen at the Russell Pair and placed second in the Southdown
class at the Atlantic Rural Exposition. The other pen fed by Ronnie

Neal, Clear Fork, placed third at the Atlantic Rural Exposition.

5. A-H Electric Project
Three all-day training meetings were held in different

locations in the county for members enrolled in the electric project.
The meetings were conducted by the local Appalachisn Power Company
representatives with the assistance of the county Extension personnel.
The project was concluded by & tour of the Carbo Plant in Russell
County with 49 members participating.

Three 4~i members and the assistant county agent partici-
pated in the State 4<H Electric Congress held in Richmond during
August. Clyde Barrett, Bandy, was honored as & Distriet wimmer in

the Electric project.




14. 4-8 Achievement Records
Miss Evelyn Barkar, Associate State 4<H Club Agent, spoks
to a group of 4-H members and leaders on March 2, on "Assembling 4-H
Achievement Records.” Thirty-four msmbers and leaders were present.
It is felt that a great deal of enthusiasm and information was re-
ceived by all members present.
Three 4l club boys entered records in the District and
State competition.
C. Project Work
1. General Project Informstion
The 527 club boys carried a total of 626 projects. The
projects included field crops, forestry, garden, beef cattle, dairy
cattle, hogs, sheep, poultry, electric, safety and health.
Boys enrclled in the tree planting project planted 14,500
vhite pine trees, 1,500 Virginia pine trees and 500 poplar trees.
2. Sears Pig Chain Project
The Sears Pig Chain project was established with Hampshires
in 1957 in the Clear Fork community, moved to the Thompson Valley

community in 1958, and established in the F Valley ity

this past year. This project has created a great deal of intarest

and enthusissa smong the members participating. It has also provided

& source of reglstered breeding stock for the county farmers. Two

of the boys in the chain have raised swine to enter in the State spon~
sored Purebred Swine Breeders' Association sales.




Variety acts were selected from 4-H clubs throughout the
county during the month of March. Thirty-seven clubs were repre-
sented in the county "Share the Fun" contest held in April st the
Tagewell High School. Lois Altiser of the Busy Bee Senior club was
selected to participate in the State "Share the Fun' contest whare
she received a white award.

1l. 4l ALl Ster Chepter

Three county 4-H members were taken into the State 4-H

All Star Chapter last year. These members, along with their parents,

attended the All Star Key Awards Banquet in Abingdon, Virginia, this

past August.
12. Nationsl 4= Club Vesk

National 4-H Club Week was observed throughout the county
by placing six educational exhibits in local store windows, two radio
programs, grace cards in restaurants, and numerous newspaper articles.

13. state 4- Short Course

Thirteen 4-H members attended the State 4-H Short Course
at VP1, June 22-27. Clyde Barrett, Bandy, participated in the 4-H
Public Speaking Contest and received a third place ribbon. Edwin
Mustard, Thompson Valley, placed sixth in the 4-H Sheep Shearing Con~
test.

Sue Mustard, Thompson Valley, was elected let Vice-President

of the Short Course for the coming year.




Jimmy Lewson, and Gordon Gillespis. The tesm placed fourth in
District competition.
6. Shesp Shearing

Three 4~ club members participated in the District
Sheep Shearing Contest held at the Glade Springs Experiment Station.
The boys participating and their placings were: Edwin Hustard, second;
Jos Gillespie, third; Jack Smith, fourth.

7. Gounty Falze

Two fairs are held annually in the county with sbout equal
participation by club meubers at each fair.

The Richlands Fair and Stock Show was held June 17-20,
under the spomsorship of the Richlands Businessusn's Associstion.
Club members exhibited 12 club booths and 218 individual exhibits.

The Tasewell County Fair was held August 10-15, with the

local American Legion Post sponsoring the eveut. Seven 4<H ciub

educational exhibits were on display alomg with approximately 300

individual exhibits. Club members exhibited 37 cutries in the Dairy
Show; four in the Beef Show and four im the Sheep Show.

Club members alsc exhibited at the Atlaatic Rural Expo~
sition, Richmond, Virginia.

8. Bristol Beby Beef Show snd Sale

Two baby beeves and one heifer were cutered in the Bristol
Show. Both steers greded clwice and placed fourth and seventsenth
in & class of 20 entries. The heifer placed fourtesnth in & class

of 17 entries.




wonay for the Center. To date, §7,821.16 has been raised. Approxi-
mately forty-five club members attended Open House at the Center on
October 20.
4. Rural Youth Sundey
All club members were urged to attend church as a group
on Rural Life Sunday and to take some part in the services. One
club presented a radio program om W.R.I.C, Richlands, Virginia,
while others took part in their respective church programs.
5. Acil Judging Teams
Twelve 4+ boys participated in the Southwest Virginia
District Judging Contest held in Abingdon, April 16. The county
was represented by a land appreciation team, a livestock judging
team and & dairy judging team.

The livestock judging team was composed of Joe Gillaspie,

Bdwin Mustard, th W y and Richard Mays. The team placed

third in District competition. BEdwin Mustard was second high indi-
vidual in the contast.

The dairy judging team, which placed third, was compoused
of Kenny Neel, Max Hall, Jack Smith and Jimmy Peery. Mr. Bill Patter-
son, Associate Extension Dairy Specialist, assisted nine 4~ members
in dairy cattle judging.

The land appreciation team was composed of club members

from the Pocahontas 4~H club., Having this team from & non-agricultural

region of the county has d new 1 in 4« club work for
urban members. The team was composed of David Kovach, Bemny Erdelyi,
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4+ Club Agent, spoke to the group on "Keys to Success in 4<H Club

Work." Forty-five club members were ilnitiated into the Homor Club
and given certificates of membership.
Thirty-two county achievement medals were awarded to boys and

girls having done outstanding project work. B § were pr d

to the five outstanding 4<H clubs in the county. A trophy was also
preseated to the club having the best project completiom.
2. A4l Cesps

The county menbers attended two 4~H Campe this past year.

A Senlor camp for older boys and girls was held at Greeneville, Ten-
nesses, June 8+13, and a Junior camp wes held at Hianton, Vest Virginia,
July 13«18, Iwem, “eix 4~H ciub members, along with the assistant

o wnty agent and one adult woman leader, attended the Senior camp in
Temnessee. Thirty-four club wmembers and the home demoustration agent
and county agent attended the Junior camp la West Virginia.

Four club wembers attended Conservation Camp at Camp Farrer,
Virgianla Beach, July 20-25. These 4~i'ers were spounscred by the Tage~
well and Pocabontas Lions Club and the Tasewell Livestock Market.

Two club meubers attended the TVA Natural RKesources Couference,
June 2+6, at Fontana Lake, North Carolina. These wawbers were spon~
soved by the County Test Demcustration Association. The home agent
assisted with the camp.

3. Southwest Vicginle 4-ii Ceuter
Tageweil Gounty's quota for the developwent of the Southwest

Virginia 4+l Center was $16,316.00, Bach club worked toward raising
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groups and given special training in their respective offices.
3. A-H Leadexs
Thirty-five 4-H leaders attended the kick-off banquet of
the fund raising drive for the Southwest Virginia 4<H Center.
Four laaders attended the Adult 4-H Leaders' Conference
at Natural Bridge, November 20-22, 1959.
4. Hemor Club
To recognise older 4-H members who had successfully com-
plated three years of 4<H work, & 4-H Homor Club was organised in
December, 1958, The 4~ All Stars in the county worked with the
agents in selecting and organizing the group. Initiatiom of 45
Honor Club members was ducted by the All Stars in a candle-light-

ing cersmony at the County Achievement Program.

At the initial meeting of the club, sach member was en~
couraged to select an individual project that would strengthen the
4+ club program in the county. Rach member received training in
junior leadership.

The Homor Club has supported the campaign for the develop~
ment of the Southweet Virginia 4-H Center, sold candy for a money

making project, and made plans to enter a 4-H float in the coumty

Christmas parades.
B. 4-H Activities
1. Achievement Progrem
The 4<H Achisvement Progrem was heald December 6, with
125 ssmbers and leaders p « Mr, Aubrey Slayton, Associate State
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to visit the Extension office st which time their farm meanagement
practices were discussed and fertiliser requisitions completed.
During the past year, a total of 144 tons of Test Demonstration ferti-
liser was used in the county for various farm practices.

Also several days have been spent visiting TVA farms and assisting
these farwers with their management problems. Mr. Kemmeth Loope
assisted one unit demoms trator with his record keeping system.

A progress report was prepared on the Charlie Steele farm this year.

VIII. &-f CLUB WORK
A. Orzanization
1. Mumber of Clubs
There were 37 clubs in the county, with a total of 527
boys enrolled. Of the 37 clubs, 34 were organised in the schools,
while three were community clubs.
2. 4-il County Council
The Tasewell County 4~H Council 18 composed of the officers
of the 37 clubs in the county. Two County Council meetings were hald
during the past year. At the spring meeting, officers were elected,
progress reports given by clubs, and the Short Course, Conservation
Camp and Southwest Virginia 4-H Center discussed. Plans were made

for Junior and Senior 4~H camps end for three electric project schools.

A donation was given to the Natiomal 4-H Club Center im Washingtom.
The fall meeting was held November 14, with 70 members
present. Committees were appointed and plans made for the 4-H

yearbooks and Achievement Day program. Officers were brokem into




A forestry management demonstration is in the process of being

set up on Mr, H, H, Lineberry's farm in Burkes Garden in cooperation

with Mr. A. B, Lyons, Extension Porester.

There is some land in this county thet is too steep for cul-
tivation and pasture. Land owners will be encouraged to plant trees
on this land to help prevent erosiom.

VIl. EXIENSION-TVA PROGRAN

The 21 active long-time snd unit demonstrators were maintained
throughout the year,

The ammual County TVA Test Demonstration Association meeting was
held March 31, with 31 pecple attending. Mr. V. N. Pattersom, Extene
sion Dairyman, gave a very interesting talk on Dairying. This group
voted to sponsor two club members to the TVA Resources Camp at Fone
tana Lake, North Carolina, and one family to the Valley-wide meeting
of farm families at Muscle Shoals, Alabama.

Thirteen people from this county attended the Southwest Virginia
Agricultural Assoclation meeting in Abingdon, Mr. A, L. Leffel, from
the Clear Fork comsunity gave a very interesting progress report on
his farming operation since he took over the farm some 25 years / o,

The Charlie Steeale family of the Paint Lick commmmity attende! the
emnual meeting of the Valley-wide Assoclstion of Test Demonstration
farm families st Muscle Shoals, Alabama.

An alfalfa fertilisation management demonstration was set up on
one TVA farm,

Several days were designated throughout the year for demonstmtors
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programs the fieldman from the Artificial Breeding Association to

explain the benafits of this program to manuf d milk produ .

The Extension agents, at the present tise, are working om
getting a group of farwers la the county enrolled in a dairy recovd
keaping systea.

C. Asriculturel Bugleeering
Thare have been nine new silos built in the county during the
Past year. Mr. Dan Kite, Extension Agricultural Banglneer, assisted

part of these £ s on tion and location of these silos.

Also, seven new hay sheds have Leen constructed. Two farmers have
been assisted with re-arrangement of farm bulldings for more efficlent
feeding methods.
D. Poultey
A poultry producers’' meeting was held in January with the
assistance of Mr. Denver Bragg, Extension Poultryman, and Mr. Harold

Walker, Exteusion B ist, on the advantages and disadvantages of

the poultry business. Information has been [urnished seversl farmers
on different phases of the poultry business. There has been some in-

crease in laying flocks in the county during the past year as a means

of supplementary ilocowe. Two farmers were assisted with problems om

poultry diseases.
. Eozestry
Tasewell County farmers and land owners planted asn estimated
100,000 crees on eroded and steep slopes through efforts of all agencies

in the county.




of heavy grass fat cattle producers in Abimgdon, Virgimia, to hear an
explanation of the futwe of these cattle. Since there is very little
demand for these cattle, the farmers were advised to change to some type
of beef cattle farming where there is more demand and competition.

The county agent has spent some time this fall in halping
farmers secure good foundation individuals for starting cow and calf
herds and also selecting sires that will be used on these herds.

One farmer has been aseisted on an individual basis with
the assistance of Mr. lemneth Loope, Extension Boomomist, on changing
his operation to be an increasingly more profitable ome.

Good beef cattle management practices have been publicised
by means of newspaper, radlio and bulletins. Plans for dehorning chutes,
loading chutas and holding pens have been made avallable to farmers and
they have been encouraged to build these to facilitate hendling of live~
stock.

3. Dairy Cattle

Dairy farmers have been informed of the latest dairy manage-
went practices by means of radio, news articles and individual comtacts.

Two dairy farmers have been aseisted by the Extansion agents

and Mr. Dan Kite, Extension Agricultural Engineer, on arrangement of

farm buildings for Grade A dairies. Two manufactured milk producers

ware assisted in silo construction and making silage.
Dairy cattle classes were held at the Richlands and Tasewell
County fairs, with esphasis on artificlally bred heifers.

The Freestone Valley Commmity Club had as one of their
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out of crops where practical.
B. Livesteck
1. ghesp

This year approximstely 2,000 sheep Lave been dipped in
the portable dipping vat. This vat, finsnced by the Board of Super-
visors has helped to climinate sheep scab and other external parssites
on sheep in the couwnty.

The Southwest Virginia Purebred Sheep Dreeders' Associstion
held a ram sale in cooperation with the yearling ewe sale on June 26,
with 15 rame selling.

Several farmers were alded this year Lo securing purebred
vams and breeding stock for thelir flocks in the county.

Good sheep management practices have been publiclized by
weans of news articles, radio programs, sad bulletins.

2. pesf Cagtle

The 25th Aanual Tasewell Hereford Breeders' Sale was hald
October 24, with 100 lots selling. The average was §258.00 per head.
This is 513,00 less chan tie previous year, but siace cattle prices
have declined during the year this was considered to be a good sale.
This year 45 head were weighed and indaxed on the Viesginia B.C.I1.A.
program for the sale.

A yoarling steer sale was held at the Tasswell Livestock

Market on October 7, with 500 head selling. The quality and smumber of

cattle could be ilamproved in this sale in the futuve.

Last spring 15 farmers from this county attended a weeting
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A tobacco letter was sent to all burley producers in the
county, giving varieties, time of planting, specific spacing and other
information that will be cf bemefit to the tobacco producers.

Two tobacco grading demonstrations were held in the tobacco
producing areas of the county, giving them the latest information on
grading burley tobacco and preparing it for market. Approxisataly 40
people attended these two demcnstrations.

The high-elevation corn varietal tests were continued again
this year in Burkes Garden. This year there was & good test and will
give soms helpful information on varisties that will help farmers in
that section of the county to grow an adapted variety.

Two varisties of sorghums for silage were grown by two

farmers, but proved not to be as good as the variety they were already

Two alfalfa fertilization demonstrations were set up in

this county this past spring. These demomstrations are at & normally

higher application of fertilizer than most farmers use and also sach
demcastration was treated with heptachlor for insect comtrol. One of
the most noticeable results was the control of the spittlaebug, which
is a problem in sany legume flelds during the spring.

The alfalfa weevil was bund in the east end of this county.
Alfalfa fields were chacked very closely this past spring for weevil
presence along with the assistance of the State Entomologist.

Farmers were sncouraged by personal contacts to make silage

15 -




improvement with possible alternatives was outlined by the agents.

The County ASC and Soil Comservation programs were explained

and the farmers encouraged to participate where a practice was appli-
cable on their farm. An agronomy letter indicating proper fertilisation
practices and seed variaty selection was sent to each farmer. Also,

the isportance of good farm ds was 41 d and each family was

assistod in setting up these records. The program was publicised
through periodical radio progrems and news erticles.
4. Results

Since there has not been an agent assigned to this program
in the county this year, the present farm families wers maintained
and aseisted on various problame.

Parmers on this program have been assisted with livestock
selection for replacements, herd sires, improved varieties, crop ro-
tations, diseases, farm buildings, dairy improvements, and farm records.

In general, the families participating bave becoms familiar
with, and are attempting to apply, better farming practices om their

The agronomy letter was sent to all farmers and included
the latest recommended varietiss of crops, rate of planting, and time
of planting. Alsc newspaper and radio programs have been used to inform
farmers of latest crop informatiom.
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thus making the farm and home one complete umit. There are quite a
mmber of farms in this county where a little good plamming could make
the difference between success and failure and in some cases could
increase the family ilncome to where farming could be & very profite
able business. Om the other hand, thare are some that could profit
by changing from farming to some other operation. The need for some
type of progrem to halp correct these situations was apparent and it
was felt that the Farm and Home Development plan was & step in the right
direction.
2. gbjective
To attaln sad saintain 30 to 40 sctive Farm and Home
Development families and to provide adequata publicity concerning the
program. Bach farm added to the program would be analysed by the
county Extension personnel and suggestions for improvements would be
discussed with the family.
3. Mathed
Familles selocted for this program were known by the agents

or had requested assistance [rom the Extemsion Service., Farm visits

were made to these families and the program discussed with the family.

From these visits, the county Extension agents determined whether or
not the Farw and Home Development program could be appiled effectively
with this femily.

After a fanily had been selected, an inventory and a farm
layout map were made on the preseant operation. From Lhis Laveatory
and familiarization of the layout of the farm, a proposed plan of
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3. Method

The members of the Artificial Breeding Associstion met
and elected a new group of officers for the coming year.

News articles and radio programs have been used to explain
the benefit of the service to the farmers. Cards were also printed
that could be passed out to farmers interested in the program.

4. Besults

During the first year approximately 200 cows were bred by
the local technician. The big job this man had to do was sell himself
to the farmers that he was willing to work for them as most of them
already knew the benefits from artificial breeding. This technician
has dons this and in talking to him he is now rumning sbout 75%
ahsad of last year in services performed.

The county agent and the State Director from the local
Association attended the annual meeting of the Virginia Artificial
Breeding Associstion at Rocky Mount, Virginia.

The Freestone Valley Commmity Club had as one of their
programs the fieldman from the Visginia Artificial Breeding Association
to explain the benefits of artificial breeding.

H. Fams snd Homs Development
1. Resscn for Melor Bwphests
It was realised some years ago, and the situation is still

the same, that a definite need existed to sseist some farm families
in the overall plamning of their farm operstion. It was realised too

that this planning should include the homsside as well as the farmeide,
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their nominations for the sale. Farmers who did not understand the
rules and regulations were visited and explained individually, so
that they would fully understand the requiremsnts of the sale.

Thare were news articles and radio programs to explain
the sale to farmers and interested individuals.

4. Results

A fesdar calf sale was held at the Tasewall Livestock
Market in cooperation with the Virginia Feeder Cattle Sales Associ-
stion. There were 704 head sold at the sale. Mr. C. T. Barne, Jr.,
who is in charge of the Grading Service for the Division of Markets,
said this was the best group of calves they graded for the number

brought in. All in all, most producers were very well pleased with

the sale and plans will be made to continue the sale next yesr. Since
there is & shifting to cow and calf herds from heavy grass fat cattle
it will be more important to have a feedar calf sale at Tasewsll.
G. Astificisl Breeding Associstion
1. hesson for Maior Emphasis
In past years this Association had lost the services of
thair technician. Last yesar @ new techmnician was hired and had just
started working in August. This man has now worked one year and has
proven that he can do a good job.
2. Objective
the membership in the T 11 Artificial

P




calves besides selling in the field or et the local market. There
had bean a feeder calf sale at Tasewsll before, but there had not
been too much interest and the sale was discontinued a few years ago.
2. Oblective
To have a meeting of feeder calf producers and give them
the information about the organized sales in covperation with the
Virgionis Feeder Cattle Sales Assoclation. 1If the farmers were in-
terested then 2 feeder calf sale would be organized and hald.
3. Mathod
A dinner mecting of the feeder calf producers was held
to discuss the feeder calf situation. Mr. K. C, Williamson, Extension
Livestock Marketing Speclalist, end Mr. Allea Randolph, Executive
Secretary of the Virglala Beef Cattle Assoclation, were here to assist

with this meeting and to give the farmers information on the sales

held throughout the state. This mesting was sponsored by the Tasewsll

Livestock Market.

Three days were spent prior te the meeting visiting feeder
calf producers and discussing the sale.

The sale vas thoroughly explained and discussed by the
group present. The group voted to have & feeder calf sale at the
Tagewell Livestock Markst on October 14, A Feader Calf Association
was formed and a sales committee elected to work with the Extensiom
agents on getting the sale started again.

A news letter was sent to all feeder calf producers in
the county explaining the action taken st the meeting and also for
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forms for wool were signed at this time which facilitates matters for
the farmer and the ASC clerk.

This sale was organiged ia 1956 and will need some pro-
moting for its success in the future.
2. gbjective
To hold the fourth anmual Tasewell Yearling Bwe Sale at
the Tagewell Livestock Market.
3. Mathed
A weeting of the producers was held in March to discuss
the sale. A sales comittee was elected and the rules and regulations
adopted.
The local dipping vat was secured to dip the sheep as they

were brought in to the sale for the comtrol of external parasites.

4. Besults
The fourth Yearling Bwe Sale was held June 26, 1959, with

873 head selling. The susber was down from the previous year but this
was the best set of ewes quality-wise that have besa sold ia the Year-
ling Gwe Sale. This sale will have to continue to be lmproved as it
is helping farmers in the area markst their yearling ewes for more

than they can be sold in the field or ou the regular ssction market.

Farmers were ilnterested in an organized vay to market their




marksting agency in Southwest Virgiania. An organised wool pool wevents
speculators from coming into the coumty and buying wool from indi-
vidual farmers at their own price.

2. Objective

To organise a county wool pool and aseist the Burkes Garden
Wool Pool with the selling of their wool.

3. Mathod

A meeting of the wool producers was held at which time
the producers decided how they wers going to sell their wool. The
sane sales committes was re-elected for another year. DBids were
accepted from five interested buyers and the wool was sold to Hirsch
Brothers, Cumberland, Maryland, the high bidder.

The Burkes Garden Wool Pool was slready organised and
they were assisted in selling their wool to the sams company. Since
topography separates this commmity from the rest of the couaty, they
felt that it was an advantags to sell separately from the Tasewell
Wool Pool.

4. Results
The Tasewell Wool Pool took wp 67,500 pounds of wool om

Juns 19, 1959. The Burkes Gardem Wool Pool took wp 13,500 pounds om

Juns 20, 1959. This represented about 951 of the wool in the county;
with the remaining 51 purchased by a speculator for approximstely two
cents less per pound than the Tasewsll Pool. All who have participated
in the wool pool felt that this organisation has helped the farmers

receive a high price for their wool. Also, ASC incentive payment




banafit of plant food through the proper use of fertiliser and lime.
2. gblective
To encourage proper use of plant food by buying the cor-
rect grades of fertiliser and using this with the proper lime require~
meats .
3. Method
The Agroncay Comaittes felt that the agents could help

some farmers get improved results from the proper use of lime and

fertiliser. An agronomy letter was sent to all farmers in the county

giving the Latest recomsendations on grades of fertiliser to use,the
asount, and on which crop to apply this fertiliser. All the fertiliser
dealers were sent the grades and any other information that would
benefit their selling the right anriysis of fertiliser to the farmers.
News articles, radioc programs, and individual consultations have been
used to encourage better use of lime and fertiliser. This 1is a con~
tinulog process from year to year and them is improvemsut in this
field.
4. Resulcs
The mumber of soil samples has incresased L0% during the
past year. Farwers are asking for more Llaformation on plant food and
how it can be used to benefit their crops.
D. Weol Pool
1. Reason for Malor Emphasis
Farmers in the county felt that an organised wool pool was

the best way to market wool since there is not an ocrganised wool
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Club be continued again this year as it is cresting interest among
the farmers in the county.
2. gbjective
To continue the 10U~Bushel Corn Club.
3. Method
The Agroncumy Committee suggested that the 100-Bushel Corm
Club be continued for another year. The Tasewell Lions Club agreed

to ep this test for th three years. This contest vas

publicized in the newspapers and on the radio. Farmers participating

in the contest were signed up before June 1, 1959,

4. Results
Fifteen farmers in the county signed uwp for the contest

and thirteen entries of corn were measured. Two cutries decided not
to have their corn measured due to the dry weather. Twelwe of the
thirteen entries made at least a 100 bushels per acve.

The Tazewell Liocns Club purchased theee trophies for the
top three entries and invited all participants to an swards dioner.
Top eatry in the coutest was W. G. Leffel, Jr., of the Clear Fork com=
wmuaity. Leffel was also top man last ysar. There has been much in-
terest and enthusissm in this contest and many farmers are asking
questions about how these [armmrs are locreasiag their ylelds. This
contest will be continued next year.

C. Plant Food

1. Reason fox Malox fmphasis
Farmers in Tasewsll County were not receiving the full




4. Results

This year approximately 900 scres have bean fertilised by
sirplane in this county. Also approximately 850 scres were fertilised
by machinery or by hand.

Farmers and professional workers have watched the results
of the airplane spreading of fertiliser very closely this year to deter-
mine if there was any Locreased growth in these pastures. In all the
pastures that have been inspected the results are very favorable with
@ thickening of the sod on the steep hills. In talking to the farmers
that have spread fertilizer, they are all satisfied and wish that they
were able to do more. The limiting facZor is the cost of spreading
the fertiliger.

Another problem on these mountain pastures is weed and
brush control. An experiment is being d d tn P ion with

Dow Chemical Company on the use of new chemicals on weed and brush
control on the J. 8. Gillespie farm at Pounding Mill. There were
approximately 2,000 acres of weed, briars and brush sprayed again
this year in the county.

Since the cost of using hand labor is out of the question

then these pastures are going to have to be fertilised and the weeds

and briars controlled by the use of airplanes Lif the cost can be kept

down .
B. 100-Bushel Corn Club

1. Reason for Major Emphagis
The Agronomy Committee recommended that the 100-Bushel Corn
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purchase of improved quality livestock; increased fertiligatiom of
pasture; and many other improvemsnts that are helping to make their
communitie s & better place in which to live and farm,

This is a natural grass area and & sound agronomy progrem
must be built around the economical production of forage crops. The
problem confronting many farmers in this area was how to fertilise the
stesper pasture that cemnot be fertilised hanically. The 4

L

of beef and lamb being produced on these pastures has been decreasing
over the past few years duve mainly to a lack of plant food.
2. Objective
To find some way for farmers tc be able to fertilise steep
pasture that would be economical and satisfactory since only a small
percentage of the pastures are being fertilised; to hold weed control

demoustration in pastures in cooperation with Dow Chemical Company om
one farm.
3. Method
Again this year the agronomy committee felt that emphasis

should be placed on incressed fertiliszetion of permsnent pasture.

The age ked in cooperation with the ASC Committes and

other professional agricultural workers in encouraging farmers to
fertilise pasture.




popular and is produced on & majority of the farms.

Dairying is becoming more popular as the nearby coal fields offer
a2 good market.

Pisgah, Hagerstown, Frederick, Westmoreland, and Hayter are the
fgportant solil types of the county.

II1. COUNTY ORGANIZATIONS

The Extension progras in Tasewell County was developed from meete
ings of the following county and comwunity organigations: Livestock
Comalttee, Agronomy Committee, Artificial Breeding Association, TVA
Test Demcnstration Assoclation, Tagzewell Wool Pool, Burkes Gardem Wool
Pool, 4« County Council, Tasewell Hereford Breeders' Associastion,
Forestry Committee, Feader Calf Sales Commiiltes, and Commumity Club
officers. The organizations furnished suggestions as to what we, as
Bxtenslon agents, could do to help make their county a better place
ia which te work and live.

There are two organised comsunity clubs in Tagewell County this
year, Thompson Valley and Freestons Valley. A county luprovement
contest was spousored by the Tagewell National Bank, with Freestone
Valley placing first and Thowpson Valley placliog second, Freestone
Valley placed in cthe white group in the Bristol Area lmprovement Come
test, sponsored by the Bristol Chamber of Commsecce.

Some of the lmprovements accomplished this year by the commmity

clubs were: support of local drives, such as Macch of Dises and Heart

Fund;, lovested in the Southwest Virginia 4<i Center; huwe Laprovements;
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1. LOCATION OF TAZEWELL COUNTY

Tasewsll County is located in the southwesteran part of Virginia,
its northern boundary adjoining the State of West Virginia. The county
is oblong, and its greatest length is about 40 miles, between the north-
east and southwest boundaries. Its width from the northwest to the
southwest side ranges from about 10 to 20 miles. Tasewsll, the county
seat, is in the geographical center, about 20 miles southwest of Blue-
field, West Virginia, 75 miles northeast of Bristol, Virginia, and
90 miles west of Roancke, Virginia. The area of the county is 520
square miles, with 334,080 acres. The land surface comprising Taze-

wall County ranges from comp ively th valley uplands from

1,900 to 3,600 feet elevation to mountain ranges rising as high as
4,500 feet.

I1. TXPE OF AGRICULTURE
General livestock farming is the most important type of farming

in Tasewell County. Beef cattle, sheep and hogs, along with some
dairying, comprises most of the farming operations. The beef cattle
are chiefly of Hereford breeding with a few Shorthorn and Angus in
some areas. The leading breed of sheep are Hampshire, with Burkes
Garden considered "The Hampshire Throme of the World" by leading
sheepmen. The sheep have replaced cattle on the stesper mountain
slopes and pastures. Hogs are produced primarily for domestic use
and are mainly of Hampshire breeding.

Corn and wheat are the leading grain crope. Hay, largely timothy

and clover, is produced in rotations. Alfalfa is becoming very
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