






 

 
  

         
               
              

           
            
         

 
   

            
             
        
            

           
             

           
 

  
        

              
      

        
       

       
 

   
       

     
            

             
 

  
 

       

DISTRIBUTION 
Hawaiian beet webworm is found throughout tropical and subtropical regions of 

the world. In North America, it is found in the southern states from California to Florida 
and some of the eastern states. It has been known to cause damage in Virginia, but 
cannot overwinter here; therefore, damage is a result of migration later in the season. 

Beet webworm, an immigrant from Europe, is present coast to coast, but a 
particularly troublesome pest of sugar beets in western areas (Utah to Kansas).  

CULTURAL CONTROL 
There are numerous cultural practices that can help alleviate webworm damage. 

Tillage can destroy the overwintering larvae in the soil. Next, eliminating preferred 
weeds, such as lambsquarters and pigweed, before the adult’s oviposition flights can 
prevent initial infestation by minimizing the amount of eggs deposited on nearby crops. 
However, destruction of these weeds after eggs have hatched will only drive the larvae 
to other sources of food crops nearby. Lastly, if a high population already exists, it is 
possible to clip and destroy all caterpillars found within the webbed leaves. 

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL 
Numerous parasites and predators have been found on beet webworms; 

however, it is unlikely that they can be counted on to control populations. Beet 
webworms are susceptible to many types of hymenopteran parasitoids, and the 
parasitoid complex is very similar between these species. Known parasitoid species 
include: Cotesia marginiventris, Venturia infesta, Argyrophylax albincisa, Chaetogaedia 
monticola, Eucelatoria armigera, and Nemorilla pyste. 

CHEMICAL CONTROL 
Beet webworm populations are sporadic, and insecticidal control should occur 

only if high pest densities are observed. Bacillus thuringiensis and many other 
lepidopteran insecticides have been found to provide control, in addition to having low 
impact on natural enemies. Insecticides should be applied when larvae are small.  
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