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1958 PLAN OF WORK

I. King William County agriculture for the most part is considered general
farming. In oddition, there are some specinlised farms to include dairy,
poultry, (laying hens, hatchery and commereial), sun cured tobaceo, and
fruits (peach ond apple). Many of the general farmers have added beef cattle,
truck crops, and/or hogs to their farm operation for a cash erop. On the
most part those who have done so have improved their standard of living

in addition to increcsing their cash income,

Most general formers follow o three yeor rotqtion as follows: corn
(cover crop), soybeans, small grain (lespedesza).

The soil types that prevail in King William County are sassafras,
Kempsville, Wicham, Altavista, Norfolk, Atlee, Keysport, Lenora, Evansboro,
and Elkton. When broken down will range from Class I to IV. Due to the
texture of the soil a wide range of crops can be grown to include truck crops,
pusture graosses, slfalfe, and other legumes. The heavier and more productive
soils ore on the Pomunkey Kiver side where the faorms and crop ocereage ore
larger.

Generally, east from U, S, 360 to West Foint there is a large number of
part time farmers who either cut pulpwood, drive trucks or work at the Pulp

Mill in West Point, Virginia,
II. CHANGES INFLUENCING FLaNS

The following changes in the county situation which will influonce
plans for 1958 are noted:

i. Price squeeze on farmers in general,

2. High prices for lsbor, machinery, and famm supplies. Lebor is
scarce,

3. Difficult for farmer to overcomo their financisl burdens made in
the post few years because of droughts and low farm prices.

4. Farmers are more conscious of their woodland as part of their
farm units,

5. More furmors are in need of guidonco in seclecting the enterprises
suitable to their farm, Farms aro becoming lerger - more smoll farmers
looking for outside income.

City people are and have bought up a lot of tho waterfront on the

Insccts and rodents nre becoming costly items in farming.
More farmers are cooperating with all farm programs.
Outlook - production - high; prices roceived - average; pot farp

iacome - lower.
10, Merkets and marketing ferm products is becoming more difficult,




III. B.SIS OF EXTENSION PROGRAM

The major portion of Extension Program Planning has beon completed for
the next five years. The County Agricultural Council consists of the following
committees:

Livestock ond mpgvor

Forestry Corwittoe

Poultry Comittae

Farm and Home Manaogement Comadttee
Morketing and Storage Committee

41l of these committece have met,

The Youth Council has been set up including the 4-H Council ond
hdult Youth Committee.

The special intercst comnmittecs undor the councils were suggested at tho
Program Planning mecting, October 11, 1956, with 19 persons representing
county organizations, clubs and county leaders, snd agencies serving King
William, The committees consist of & moubers each with a third of the members
retiring each year and each committoe having o cheirman and secretary. They
have mot and sct up goals for five years.

The following committeea met in Januory and February end outlined
the Extonsion Plen of Work for 1958 in their fielde:

Livestock and igronomy Committeo
"urw:xtry Committeo
Poultry Committee
Marketing and Storage Committee

The Extension Plan of Work is based on their recommendations.

IV. PROBLEMS, NEEDS, oMD QPPORTUNITIES IN KING WILLIAM

The following are problems, needs ond opportunities of King William:

1. approximately 70,000 acres of woodland noeds improvemsnt. PFarmers
are making a good start,

2. Hecreation facilitios for farm people is still inadequate and can
be improvec.

3. Markets are inadequate.

4. Pigs por litter are low,

5. hodents and insects control costly

6. Low hay ylelds.

7. Selection of paying farm enterprises and better farm management,

8. Pocilities available for additional industry in the county to
afford outside income for small farmers.




V. MWJOR PROJECTS
&, Hogs
1. Situation

6500 hogs 1in Ki i11lia hich 1000 are considerod breeding
stock, Nearly every farm has hogs, Opportunity to improve feeding
gnd manage s img o 1 guality of weening pigs.
Under presont mana nt pr izes 4n King i rms, the corn required
to produce 100 povn of higt Mos rmers consider hogs as
a sideline and theref suf' i 77 times on the farm,

The average litter at weaning
per pLg.

2., Goals

l. To heve 20 farmers make housing and facilities improvements
for the brood sow

2. To place 20 purebred males of tho meat type.

3. To organize a Hog Club with 40 adults and juniors participating
in a "More Pigs Per Litter Contest",

4. To got farmers to cut the cost of producing pork by
improved menagement | L

3. Methods

1. Use the Hog Club to be organized as a vedia to interest
farmers end juniors in proper mansgement of the brood sow.

Ferm Visits, news articles, redio, building plans, and
bulletins.

Four edusational meetings.
clalist asaletanss at meetingy and field problems.
yperate with other countiea in o feeder pig sale.
B. Forestry
1. Situation

r 105,000 acres is in forest land., 16% of
vey 18 in pine and/or more than 50% pine.
3 own texes and needs the

in 1957,

To improve or reestablish 1000 acres in 1958.




stry Cluwb,
sovepnor's Forestry Committee
, Form visits, personal contacts, nowspapers

1, Situation

King Willian is bordered mostly by rivers which are affected by
tide wvater. There were no beach facilities available to the farm and rural
eople until 1955 when William & clates vas formed with one of its
r objectives to pr Y6 sreation park to include a sand beach. This

reation park ha n provi 1lthough it will need some improvement and
publicity to get the county px in the habit of using it. 4000 used the
park in 1956 and 3800 in 199 The agont works with King William sssociates
on this project.

2. Goals

a. To ha sach 4-H fumily use the park at least once during the
yeor,
b. To cooperate with fied Cross in holding water safety and small
eraft safety classes at k £ sounty people.
to insure its service and enjoyment
A West Poiat,

c. To ¢

by all the white people in King William on

3. Methods

Personal contacts; mas die rad wspapers; personal
services,

D. Farm end Home Management
1. Situation
Form and Home Munagumont service hae been offered to farm families

by the Extension S-rvice in years past and has been utilized by farm families
but not oxtensively. In 1955 two frmilies were earclled, 9 additional ones
in 1956, and 3 in 1957. Fair success hos been met. .Lpuroximately 5 of these
fomilies will have to be dr

2. Goal

To offer assistance to 6 additional families in 1958.




3. Methods

2. Use the Farm and Home

families,
+

b.
with coordinatin

i

%

L8 work

cagagement Committee in selecting

farm families enrolled in conjunction
ind the participeting farm fomilies.
ent in this service.

r specialist sssistance and outlook

information,

E. OTEER LIVESTOCK
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Beef

1., Place 4 high quality purebred herd sires.
90% of young femnle stock 4-8 months vaccinated against
Bangs.
3. Two farmers market their fat cattle through Feoder Calf
Association Pat Cattle Sale,
4. Five farmers buy or sell through the Fall Feeder Calf
sale,

Place 2 high quality herd rams
2., Make some improvement in management in all herds.

2, Mothods

b Beef and Dairy heifer calves vaccinated through cooperative
rings (April and September).

B. Farmer attendance at Fut CattYe Sales and Feeder Calf Jales,

C Personal contacts, news articles, pasture club, radio and

eircular letters.
F. 4<H Club Work

1, Situatdon

176 boys and girls were earolled in four 4<H Clubs in King William
Schools at the beginning of the year,

King Willian is long, narrow and rather sparsely settled which
makes it difficult t rganize into community groups and still hold
earollement to what it is now, Thercfore, our club work is carried on in the
county high school, Indian grade school and Catholic grade school,
Cooperation differs in cach school with the best at the Catholic grede school.

More cooperation could and should be exercised to better clud
work and F.F.i. work at the county high school, If it were possible to
negotiate better cooperation both organizations would be improved 100%,

2. Goals

a. To hold county 4-H pienie,

b. To cooperate with P, T, 4. by putting on their program
February 5. This program to consist af and to serve as an Achievement Day
for the 4-H Clubs.

¢. To have one money meking profect by sponsoring square dance
on February 22 at which time would offer the following as special Attractions:
The Cake Walk, hop session, and prizes to the largest 4-H family present and
the couple most miles from home, To sell sandwiches and drinks,
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d, Have 20 boys and girls attend 4L-H Jamestown Camp,
e. Have 90% completion of records.
f. Have outdoor Church services at recreation park.

Methods

a. Work closely with cach 4-H Club,

b, Work closely with 4«H Council,

hssist ' clubs with program material,

d, Help build projects around farm and home enterprise.

e. General educational activities., Blucational activities
will be carried on through demonstrations; club meetings, rallies, picnics,
camps, form visits, circular letter to children and parents and through the
press and radio,

f. Work closely with youth committee.
g+ Secure 5 sdditional volunteer lodal lesders.
VI. MINOR PROJECT »CTIVITIES
h. Agronomy

1. Situation

a. Corn

7800 acres of corn averaging 24.5 bushels per acre by the
525 forms in King William during 1955. Of this it 1s cerefully estimated
that the 128 leading farmers with 50 acres or more, average now 50 bushels per
scre, The remaining 400 are part time faormers and are extremely difficult
to reach, Corn was e fallure due to dry weather im 1957. Plans are to
discontinue the corn cluh after nine years operation,

b. Pasture

Improved permanent and cropland pasture totals approximately
4700 acres which is 70% of the necessary required for present livestock
levels, Supplementary pasture varies with spoculation of farmers on
wveather,

¢. Soybeahs

5800 acres of soybeans are grown with an average yield of
16 bushels for the county. This crop is second only to corn in screage
and yields vary from 8 to 40 bushels depending on season, type of soil, ph,
and fertility. Most farmers grow Ogden with a considerable nusber growing
Lee variety. There will probably be a decline in acreage as prices decline
and especially so where low ylelds are retained.




45 grovers have allotments

totaling 68,41 acrcs t *s have placed 33 76 ascres in acreage
reserve under the 1 Bank pr ¢ f lLabor has encovraged the
svitch. Those that ar rowing & ire affected by wildfire and blue mold,

in Soil Bunk than in 1957, due to high
price of tobacco

county situation:

YIELD GOsL = 1958 INTREAZE

YIELD TO

26
42
33
17
38

f. Hays

Approximately 60% of the h roduced in the county is alfalfa,

258 from lospedeza and 158 fr t } in 1954 from 2900 acres. Alfalfa
yield average 3.0 t E 1. tons; and other hays 1.5 tons, In
1955 with an average a8on an o supply of hay was produced, a total
of approximately 3000 tons. I t ns in 1957, brought about a
shortage of hay for winter feedin

Truck Crops and Orchard

There are two commercinl orchards in the county, located in
the vicinity of Rumford. Thess ple are very cooperative and make an
honest effort to follow the periodicel spray calendars sent out through the
horticulture department at V,P.I,

There are only a very few truck ferms in the county and most
forms have gardens although most have only spring gardens,

Progress 1s being made on the Richmond Wholesale Vegetable
Market. When in operation more vegetables will be grown in King William,

s average of farms 50 acres end over from 50
to 52 bushels.

) raise to the over-all county yleld from 24.5 bushels
to 28 bushels.




b. Pasture

Increase a f improved pasture from 4700 to 5200 acres,
14 to 21 bushels.
average from 1200 to 1300 pounds per acre.

acreage from 1000 to 1050 acres end maintain

Orchards

1 Eing William Vegetable growers join with Hanover
table Growers in promoting tho Richmond Vegctable Wholesale Market to

etion with adequate facilities,

growers wosted on Nematode Control,

ble nematode control trial plot,
g, radio, bulletins, circular letters.

iressing demonstrations (liquid and

ny meeting February 27,
weevil control demonstrations in Murch.

somposed of laying hens with nearly
commereial flocks renge as follows:

1957
2
10

15
20 : 2

Poultry is being pushed by feed concerns. Agent cssists those desiring
help. There are two cage layer operations in the county. The poultry
committee recommended doubling the poultry im county within next five years.




y those farmers who decide to increase
sigze of their business as a m economical unit,

3. Methods

&. Poultry School = March 4 and Foultry Tour in March,
b. building plans available

Personal con s ond specinolists help when needed,
Moss medis Newspapers, circular letters.

1

.
C. Fara Structures

Building plans are made available to farmers. Considerable requests
required fr poultrymen s

appearing
ms., Toese programs are a benefit to

on the regularly schedule progra
the rural end urban people clike,

perate with WHNL in Richmond pe

B. Annual Parmers Picnic

Cooperate with King William Ruritan Club in getting the farm people to
attend tho annual fe s pleniec.

C. Institute of Kural sffeirs

Encourage the farm men and women to attend the Imstitute of Rural
aAffeirs in hugust, Goel - 10 men end 10 women,

Visits to the Local Experiment Station

Get forty farmers to visit the Warsaw Experiment Station and Holland
Experiment Station at regular meetings dr in county groups.

E. PFera Organizations
Cooperate with local farm organizations in thelr efforts to get the
furmers to better themselves by organizing into organizations with definite
goals and objectives

Fa ut of State Trip For Forners

Make arrangements and plans for an out of state trip for interested
farmers. Such a trip might inclwle a visit to Eastera Shore, Virginia,
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JD.TE | ACTIVITY 1 SIECTALIST HE

AGRONOMY (CONTINUED)
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