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orestry
e-f Cattle
Iruck Crops
theer
Other




Jooperation Wit)

01l Consarvation
t. 1lizatio
Credit Agencies
OrToe ny:, Sronne
Press an adio

an

and Develoments

arvice and

Jomittee

Agencies

Agricul tural

arm Organisations




Tntroduetion

here are fourteen
county, raragir
are avcrexinsiely

asture and row erop 1 d ¢ . A O (72,000) acres

of farm voodland,

A total of twenty fiv v Y Y dred tuenty eight (25,329)
people live wi . dred tventy three (423) square miles
of "ansemor ty, sev 1cand two 1 eighty one (7,22

of ch live or £ hirteen thousan andred seventy
(13,270) are classifie s rural non-farm population, and fowr
thonsand six mndred eigh soven (4,677) are urban, Of the latter,
practically all are non-white while ¢ rural ferm population is
about equally divided betweon white a non-white, The rural none
farm residents are approxi five thousand (5,000) vhites to

el e ! ! undred ) non-whites,

e major agriculturel comodities produced are peanuts, hogs, corn,
vegetables, sveot an potatoes, and soybeans., In sddition,
beef cattle, Mue-cured *obacco, small grain, dairying, sheep, fruit

oultry make considerable contributions to farm income and help
the comty's systen of agricoulture a highly diversified and

balanced one,

three percent f the farms are owner-operated with
seven nercent ( by tenants, This latter figure
ercent (1 x v rears ago and the lowest
pears nov that this trend will

located on the eastern side of the Virginia pesnut belt
orderi orth Carolina, Suffelk (thirteen thousand (13,000)
ation), cou an id traditionally the "ierld's Largest
) J ’ e peanut milling plants vhere the
nia~tyre wt is processed,

five 5) raillrosds and a natural vater vey
Teat searort of 'smrton Noads, hese,
} s, makes Suffolk 1deally
roceseing and movement of a tremendous volume
ustrial goods,

around cormodity and special-
letermining the most rressing
ty. Also, they help
achieving the objectives as
out,




f the chairmen of

ttees have no set

least once and most
sormittee met twice,

e ald and assistance hes o leaders is voluntary and
ithout compensation other than the Imowledge that they are making
a valuable ibution, economically and soeially to their
commmity, T po extent, the future of owr agriculture inges
sround the v ) selfis'mess snd cooperation,

alance

t has been noted in recent years tirough
research reoports and actual observations that continued
roduction of several high ylelding row crops, in
rotation on the same soll, vith glmost equal affinity
for one plant food element, potash, and the complete or
partial leaching from the soll of this element, has
resulted in a plant food wnbalance that required changes

1lizer snalysis recommendations, It is estimated
is condition existed pertislly or fully on sixty
pereent (607) of the soil planted to peanuts anmually,
1 result thet maximm retuns on plant food in-
ere not beings realised,

t yialds increasing tirough adoption

cultural practices, it vas feered that
of caleium vere not being applied or
aseure maximmm ylelds,

ethodg. xtengive use of carefully taken soll samples
for analysis vas recognised as one of the primary meens
of tarmind more accurately the plant food plcture
as vell as the pi lewel, hle not infallibile by ax
means, analysis of soll samples properly takem which,

en considered with other existing data and crep histery,

111 provide a satisfactory guide in plant food recommen-

ccordingly, by mea of the press, radio, farmers' meet-
ings and personal contacts and through the cooperation
vocational agricultural teachers, soil conservationists,
artilizer representatives and other professional agrieul-
or''ers, farmers vere wrged to have their peanut
terted and emphasis was placed on the proper methods




of twelve mmdred (1200)
e county extension office
to V, P, I, and the Virginia
ecamendations for esch in-
arefully outlined on the soll record
» returned, shoving the analysis data
to the producers, Results of the
owed neerly two thirds (2/3) of the fields
sarple vas teken to be deficient in potash,
O lanent in this area.
addition, tiwee (3) demonstrations of varying rates
of application per acre of land plaster were conducted,
rates vere six 'mundred (600) pounds, eight mmdred
(200) pounds and one thousand (1,000) pounds per acre,
respectively he plaster for the demonstrations vas
furnished tiron y courtesy of the United ‘tates
ompary. T lemonotrationsg vere ecarried out not as
offieial re fmetions but rather, to see if increased
amounts of aster would tend to influence upvards
eanut

intervievs vith rerresentetives and
tilizer compenies and other professional
as 11 as farmers themselves, it
e of a plant food analysis ratio
of the soll and plants was made
it 15 estimated that peanut
o county will be a 1ittle less than the
of 1957, due largely to extended periods
, hot veather, 5til] it is the con=-
o’ professionsl workers that substan-
in determining plant food nutrient
f appropriate plant food analyses.

s Tagults of only one (1) land plaster
are a“silable., One plot of eighteen (18)
tion received the equivalent of
uide per acre of land nplaster sl
madred (2200) pounds of pesnutes
ten (17) rows received eight
plaster and yilelded thirty
seven hundred (3700) pounds, The third plot contained
twenty (20) rows and received one thousand (1,000)
poun plaster and ylelded forty three mmdred (4300)
pounds of peanuts, Al]l of the rowe wvere of the sme
11 structure and fertilisation, insect and
measures, and crop history were wmiform,
rovs comprised an area of two and
acree (measured) and ylelded ten




-y satisfactory
wesible deficiencies

sects are responsible
eanmte, 1f not controll-

and leaf

nd devoted to
yre that the root worm
reduces vield per scre
percent, It
thirds (2/3) of the

satisfactory control

erebr “iscur:

of whieh
twenty
lointly over forty
Hsease can be
trolled tlwrough use

fermers, with one
! ine reco
aprlication,
ettars to kay
yapply dealers, and

ere all employed to
wte control
use,

5 outl
o0

e 0

cular 1

meaguwres, plus

the resmlts

ws not de
, perscnal

sontacts witl

an

. 1%
s, 1
erable

mpro + is believed that
irprovarent . . - e )
arplicatio o pesticides partd » {-:i' g o

over * revi oul ar as

n the other hend, there

ry reports that give
ectiecd A

wTe are no o
recearc!’

ng necessary




20 f veods and
expansive operation,
ensive research
t counties coo
arrying out seversl chemical
the farm level and under
ons to determine not only
chemical weed control, but also
conpared to more conventional

ions at

conditi

emonstrations vere conducted on two (2)
1 ansemond County on plote of tlwee (3)
he aprlicstion of the chemical vas made
folloving the planting of the peanuts and
supervision of the assistant extension
cooparation vith experiment station

iment for epplying the raterial ves

en eighteen (12) inch bend on top of
treated areas vere not cultivated for
veals af'ter gpplicstion and the agent

1wetration plot several times during

cervation murposes,
the agent's observations and those
ponomist and the owners of the farms
1otrations vere conducted, pre-emergence
of the chemical wvas extremely eoffective in
veods and grass for a period of from two (2)
weeks aftes nlicatio: 190, no apparent
anse e permination of the peanut see

mall percent of the corn stored
emond Couty is free fram attasks by
rodents, The anmal loss to grovers
alone is tremendous and 1t is estima-
1 oach form will eat about five dollars
stored grein., In add'tion, 2 grest meny
ave satisfactory end/or adequate grain
o produce in excess of thedr
roed to sell on a market below
later on, Others do not have
r own livestock needs, having to
erop at harvest at depressed prices
later at higher prices.

2




felt best to
on demonstra-
the crid wvith
nage by storage insects.
condmeted, two (2) of
eribs, Also, the press, redio end
1o to emphasisze tie value of pro-

ainst ingects and rodents, incluling
wrmers ot one (1)

forrtan 12 ~

sonevhat more genera)l in application

e value of remodeling old buildings

v ones so as %o not only provide

scts end reats but also Yo heve ade-
wislly for those with corn % be
nd group meetings vere used but
ere more effectual as each case
idual protlems,

treating corn wit) a recomended
proven at the five (5) result
ated that several hundred
or else learnsd from their
1s prectice and that many of

100

least one ‘mndred (100)
ractice year as a result of
moetings, ete, e method or methods
potd came in for consideralile
et resulte apperently were obteined Yty
§ corn crib, dusting a layer of the
floor, i then, alternating vith a
a layer of insecticide.
) farmers vere assisted ilrectly
ion, plans ete, for remodeling end
‘arm storage bulldings and ut least
sonetruction of new eribs, bns,
1 that an oven larger mumber
vays to remodel old or construct
iee.
! more farmers are recognizing the
storeage and are doing something
continues, fover and fewer
to pell corn at depressed price
wm having to buy it back later on
120, sdequate fmrm storage is funda-
t ir orderly marketing




ce @ len a

Y >orTTan meotings vere
radio wvas used to the fullest extent
rtil1isar

s and seed dealers was
fertilizer recomendations,

oce

» fortunate
as needed,
14 they
made bafore.,
eat noutralised any
rate of seeding may

grovers se

ovar had

erasites
county 1s
1ly by external and intere
livestock experte
le and inexpensive,

LA
ovever,

Ity moetings, news articles,

contacts enrloyed in an

e need for verasite control., At
fornm visits vere made at v

vas discussed,

that st least one humdred (100)
are nov employing reasounably

neasures and that sn evemn

rantrol

e better job than they were befure.

provide balanced retior "
s takas
p ¥

inelunding
e heavy toll in
80, nany farmers

1

rasing

roer, Al
wnd ¢

Jective, bel e twelve (12)-month
ave of all extension teschi

g methods,




) ity meetings on
a total attendance of one
Several neve articles and
etalled aspects of a balanced
ted that at least two ndred
ere made in which the subject vas
farmer visited,

trend towards a better foeod-
for the long spells of dry
al wave been provided,

County are organized jointly under
wne demonstration agent, the county
) the ascistant county agent, Clube
organized in each of the tiree (3) h schools and
the tiree (3) gramar schools of the county, with a meting
time and place being provided through the cooperation of the

chool Superintendent, the principels and teachers,

1

each school, wit
jifferent comunities.

etings, A=l aetivities and in
b work, Their help and coopera=-
a complete 4-!' Club program,

Joomittee, composed of five (5) 4A-ll'ers
agricul tural representatives of Suffol
and Felruary of 1954 in order to help
mrogran.

e main functions of this group ere as follows: to plan and
arry out Junior Livestock & and Sale Programs; to seoure
onsors for various L~/ projects and generate interest smong
sponsors and other interested persons in A<l Club work; advise
wit - mambers on modern methode and practices in project

ort, and to generate entimsiamm in general 4-f Club vork and
related activities, This comittee has rendered a great service
to the extencion agents and to the Al Club members in helpring

11 2 ~

o condusl’ the over-all A ub Program,

1z composed of all officers of each of
semon omty, all adult leaders, and
the poverning body of all 4i-! Club




s, two ( f the entire coumeil and one (1)
meeting, were held in 1954, to plan the LN
Progrem of work for the yesr, and the others to alect
train officers of the 1955 Couneil, and %o make plans
the recognitior Achievement Day for 1954, The met-
vere vell attended and instructive programe were
t each session, Vell qualified officers were clec-
omeil for 1955, with repressntation from
in the comnty, The program of the counecil
a2 been an attempt %o give boyr and girls
rogran in project instruction; and related

] ng recreation,

e

° forty four (44) members enrolled in eror
rojects, with thirty seven (37) completions in 1954.
hese projects represent twelve (12) taking corn, wit

i ( sompleting; fourteen (14) taking peanuts, with

eleven (11) completing; one (1) in cotton and one (1)

1§
completing; and seventeen (17) emrolled in garden with
twelve (12 ompleting. he thirty three (33) comple-
tions reprecent a total of fifty fouwr end five tenths
64.5) acres in all erop projects,

sroase has been noted in the mmber of eral field
wojects, vith a noticeable decrease in the mmber

parden proiects,
ivestoc)

ere enrolled in livestock
sixty eix ((6) members completing.
Aalrv Ta'u“n, vith three M‘)
parollied in sheep projects, with
s forty one (41) in svine projects,
completions; and edght (%) witt
oix (6) completions, Two hundred
s sheet, swvine snd rabbits were
by those comy' eting livestock projects,

cattle

menbers enrolled in poultry

empletions in 1954, They
fourteen hundred seventy
ete! projects,




od in safety vith nine
afety precautions vere

in the home, PFlans are

an over-all club project
individuals in the

rs enrolled in the farm and
fourteen (14) completed,
el instructing nembers on
e lag in interest in 1954,
boy delegate to the 1954
xens, mwough proper
this project can be success-

vard L, Felton, Jr., of the lolland
leted this projevt to win the Virginia
cin ontest at the 1954 Short Course.
ared lational vinner and will attend
1 4=~I1 Club Congress November 29 Decen-
icago, with ell expenses paid,

vived leadership training at differ
roject year, The thirty five (35)
e #ix (6) 4= Clubs recelived most of the
intengive treining sessions or Awring indi-

roject for the anmual show and sale to
1952, twemty two (22) L-il'ers began feeding
" twenty nine (29) beef steers and heifers

steors entared the Nansemond County Junier
ay 5th, five (5) steers had been previous-
ond livestock show and sale, and two




:anner
sponsors secured
ts. A fitting
Le H, Co e,
same time, for
iclmond livestock
me (21) members and
lucted by

nembers and their
sale. e banguet
mmber of Commerce

N an o firast

mty fouwr (24) enimals shown

local event, o twenty four (24) steers,
wraded prime, fourteen (14) cholce and

Aghed twelve thousand nine hmdred thirty
put on feed and gained eight thousand

ounds for an average of tiwee
ounds, and a total welight of
forty (21,040) pounde on sale date
ht a total of six thousand elighty one
r one cants (56,07 ,71) at an average
of twenty lollare and ninety cents
varage wvelght of the steers var eight hm-
(276) pounds and they brought en average
hundred fifty tiree dollars and forty
uality of snimals entered end the
feoding, management and showing has
in the pest few years.

ansemond Commty entered twenty
w anmaal Martet log Show and
arch 14, 1954, The twenty one (21)
wr 'undr thirty four (4,434) pounds
tvo Immdred sixty seven dollars and
( 1’3(:7_—“’ to the members.

» local show and sale was one Inmdred eleven
by a total smount of six thousend nine mmdred
tuanty five ars and thirty seven cents (,L,’"’?’."',. The
average vei per heed was two Inmdred ten (210) pounds;

(
(1




fet

and

shoe

increase 1 o her s

leraft,

twventy nine dollars and
and the average price per head
irty nine cents 62,7
undred sixty two dollars
tiree (3) sponsoring meat
arrell on; P, D, Owaltney,
acking Co,, of Smithfield,

again sponsored an entry from

uffolk, again
sale over LP

e of more g » veighte
than in 1

oge in this snnual shor
olland 4~ Club, shoving
« The elghteen (18)
- lars ! three thousand five hundred
pounde, and brought a total of seven undred
jollars and sixty five cents (§7796.65). The
sale, vith a total of forty five (45) heead,
nine mdred thirty one dollars and
971.91). This shovw and sale 1s restri-
of the lolland ares.

(4

Y
“a

are

and sales, In all a total of thirty five
entared a total of sixty edght (62) £
teors and be f heifers in shove and sales in

ot

ese animal a total of twenty eight thou-
27,979) pounds and btrought
mndred twenty nine dollers
irty four cents (§7,629.34) to LN members. Much
ent has been noted in all practices followed by
e bers getting animals reas for these annual

s 'undred seve

of seven %

( bo - e (1) Junior leader attended 4~ Digtr-
am arrar fro dy 12417, 1954, The progran included
solony meetings, softball, volley ball, horse-
1tend " night recrsational programs,
to enjoy the week of fun and fellowship
leaders, extension agents and guesta. An

attending vas noted 1 angemond County




annual Li~/! Conservation
zinia Beach from July 19-
o veak of instruction in
ement, entomology and soll and vater
iith the mrogram of fun and fellow-
as noted in merbers attending this
1 ;!’7.

our se

~i'ars fro ansemond County attended the
After a veek of short courses, fun and
2 outstanding club members, Fama
11 and 24 Falton, Jr,, of the Holland L-if Cludb,
inducted into the Virginia Chapter of i-ll All Stars.
on the State L-!' Public Speaking Contest, and
telia esthrook, von the Stete Girls' 4-il Clothing
fieverent Award, Ir. 15 a fresman at 'ampton Sydney
epe, and Otelia 1z a Junior at Mary Yashington College.
yf the tire 1) senior 4~V Clubs in the county was
tate Chort Course.

le Plenie

proximately two 'mndred fifty (250) A-ii'ers, their

eronts and mmesgts attended the ammual pienic planned by
-1 County Council and held at Flanters Club grounds
river o uly lst. varyons enjoyed the food furnish-
farilies attending and the day of fellowship and fm,

4

anmual Achievement Day Progrsm was held at Cymres:
apel grammer school n November 13th,
21

The 4-H County
larned a weinie roast for the evening meal, Tach
ub placed an exhibit in the school gm, and awards vere

resented ar a talent show vas staged in the suditorim
W the

awards were presented %o boy members,
Ir., receiving the top eward in L-i

iockie Pfumch receiving the top sward in

*

op avard in A-ll exhibits in the senior

yiress in the junior group, blland von the
ue for schievement among senior clubs, wvith Cypress
of f the honors in the junior clubs,

>




alendars, with the complimente
ansewond in Suffolk,
lub Paper vere requested
county.

ational 4~ Clud Sunday, and
y vere observed bty the 4{-f'ers

wers being sctive in these

of the clubs in

evants vere entared into by clud members and
1b Procram 1 ensemond Comnty for 1954 has
fairly complete one,

active end

eovil and boll worm, present the

most cotton years, olloving the
t by the agent ‘o cross section
i control measures, rate and

ree ( news articles and tiree (3) redio
siderahble mmber of personal contacts
sect control m mes vere discussed,
1dual mroducers vere shown hov to
{1-counts, turned out, hovever, the hot,
er proved the best control medieine for the cotton insects,
it wa t the expense of plant growth of several

con

crope.

wers ha ot ton customeginned this
profits gained thereby,
nued, will

year and
florte

inprove the cotton marketing

Tovers, nea all of vhom previously sold

leased with ¢

f contt

>

the most part very good, with many

Y -




fermers having soll tested and then liming and ferti-
lizing eecordir e agent's recoomendations, Came, mid-
summer, hovever, and the whole grazing program revolved around
rein, or rather the lack of it, This was true on into late fall,
wvere sealed to cover crope than in the past

3. Those that did seed them, hoping for rains, vere
M sappointed since smough rain fell to get the plants up and then
extremely hot westher set in, killing most of the plants,

emonstration to show the value of better farm woode
eld w irty one (71) farmers attending, The
the supervision of the extension
irginia Forest Service rerresentative,

1o btroa’casts vere made

poal several forestry
sunty; also, to get at least tiree hundred
lings planted in the commty this winter.

ere has been to keep the beef program on a sound
esi n o rovent over-stocking or reducing msterially swine
numbe t jame time, 1t vas recognised that many of owr
farmer 2 facilities and feed for wintering and fattening
feoder calves and this vas encowraged,

t fifteen hundred (1500) feoder calves are
T

e sscistence of the extension animel
the egricul tiral reprosentatives of two
has been invalushle,

form vigite vere made concerning sweet
storage and Irish potato insects and disease

wtato curins=farm storage houses vere tmilt
sion specifications, Ten (10) demonstrations
e proper methods of meking hill selections in

istrations, showing the proper methods
ol, were conducted, One (1) castreting
1th ninetesn (19) sheep owners present,




minal 'sbandry student to

11. This worked out extremely well
emsey, chearing nearly seven mmdred
five (35) farme and doing it in about

aseisted in getting treeding stock and
thelr lambs and wool, One (1) purelwed
onjmetion wvith the Virginis Sheep Preeders

a runing demonstrations were held and twenty
its made relative to frult ingect and disease

for a five (5)« Comty dairy school, spon=-
cmmerce, and the agent has
uaint dairymen with the program
wl,.

1sted in varietal recanmendations

01l Conservs . 1 Agricoultural Stebllisetion Committee
The Agrioult bilizetion Committee and Soil Conservation
ervice have w 1 vith the extension service wholeheartedly

a5 a temm 1 wtusl phases of the comnty's egrisulture,
ament ha . 1th the County ASC Committee in advising
mroblems "t both and has orked wit the 08 techni-
n on mmerous soil and drainage problems,

redit Agpencles
The cooperation of the five (5) loeal banks has boen of inestimable
value in as the extension program., They have groatly alded
the count;y ! have at all times been willing to
sponsor o county extension project.

he Froduetion Credit Association and the Farmers fome Adnind-

stration have likevise cooparated fully so as to make the comnty's
agrienltwre mor rorres-ive,




rganisation:

The Associstion
Association of
w agents wre ere
of each association,
luding the anmual

' asctivities and objectives
mers by letter,nevs articles,

e coumty vith member-
Farm Pureau and

1irectors of each organi-
board and anmmual meetings,

wfolk Virginian Pilot; Norfolk
ows lerald) and the Suffolk Broad-

tatio ¥.) provide means of

o Lo Fo

farm information that othervise could

to thank them for their fine
hoy have rendered, TRach of
e spents, not to mention

progran, provided as s putlie
« The latter also troad-
1 topice and makee special
amrien) tural events,

laf! + ‘ arsified farming, a wall rommded
vaten of sgriculture that w ule the proper balance of perma-
nent pastures and cover erops, beef cattle and gheep with peanuts,
corn, cotton, soybeans and tru pe. The yleld per acre of peamite
contimes to rise so that tot oduetion has kept pace with acreage

reductions,

ol]l fertilit e getting higher end most importent of all,
thinking bty county farmers continues.

intel)ligent v o 1ve
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