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INTRODUCT ION

The long=range objactives of the Agricultural and
Home Economics Extension Preograms ares (1) To Fit Pro-
duction to Market Demands) ?2) Increase Efficliency in
All Phases of Agriculture and Country Living Activities)
(3) Improve Marketing and Buying Methodsy and (4) Im=
prove Living Standazds.

In order to carry out the above objectives, the 1959
County Agricultural Extansion Program of Work included
the following projectss (1) Agrenemy and Soils Education;
(2) Dairy and Livestock Improvement; (3) 3«H and Yeuth
Programsy and (4) Special Preblems in Urbanization.

The 1959 Agricultural Extension Program of Work was
arzrived at bys (A) Analyzing pest programs and makin

studies of requests received during the past year; (B

By meoting with the county overall agricultural planning
committse, with subsequent meetings of commodity committees,
4«H and youth leaders and special asction committees where
specific data was reviewed, problens discussed, and re-
commendations set upj) and (C) Monthly meetings with the
county overall committee to discuss long-range objectives
and policles, and review committee activities.




I. AGRONOMY « Crops, Solls, Conservation

This project was selected because while approximately
one=third of the soils in Falrfax County are excellent agri-
cultural soells, one=third are mediocre and the remaining one-
third are very poor agricultural sells. At present approxi-
mately 27% of the 264,960 acres of land in the County is de-
votad to farming and we expect that 208 will remain in fars-
ing by 1965,

I1f farming is teo be continued on & profitable basis iIn
this County, we need to work out some means to reserve the
better solils for agricultursl uses.

The census figures indicate 2,583 acres of alfalfa In
the County with an annual yleld of 1.8 tons per acre., We
attempted to get this raised te 2 tons per acre during 1959,
and hope to raise the yield to 24 tons per ascre by 1965, We
alse had 4,469 acres of mixed hay, ylelding l.) tons per acre,
We tried to ralse this to 1.4 tons in 1959, snd hepe to ralse
it to 2 tons per acre by 1965, At the beginning of 1959, we
had 2,961 acres of lespedeza ylelding .8 tons per acre. The
2000 scres of corn silage, yielded only 9.7 tons per acre
during the past few years., Our goal was to ralse this to 11
tons per acre during 1959, and to 15 tens per acre by 1965,

The 5,350 acres of corn has been averaging enly 60 bu,

per acre in recent years. We attempted to ralse this to 65

Ue per acre in 1959, and hope to reach 90 bu pexr acre by
1965, The 3.23 acres of cropland and pasture presently fure
nishing forage to esach animal unit in Falxfax County is en~
tizely teo high per animal unit on land valued at sppreoxi-
mately $700 per scre, Ouzx goal was to reduce this te 2 acres
per animal unit during 1959, and 2 acres per animal unit by
1965,

It is anticipated that Falrfax County farms will be
reduced to 75,000 ascres of land by 1965, We plan teo con~
plete conservation measures on a2t least 5000 acres by the
end of 1959, and to effect conservation measures on 42,000
aczres of farmland by 1965,

Since urbanization continues to encroach on our farms,
& vast amount of sells education and understanding must be
generated throughout the nen=farm population and with the
different branches of County Government, especially the
Planning and Zoning Commission., Even now we are preparing
& base map showing areas devoted to crops, livestock, orchards,
and nursery stock to be used by the Falrfax County Planning
and Zoning Office, and the Northern Virginia Reglenal Planning

Commission in establishing the general boundaries of agri-
Culturally wsed land in Falrfax County,.




The overall County Agricultursl and Rural Economic
Development Committee has worked with the County Agri-
cultural Extension Office, the Seil Conservation Service,
and the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservatioen
Committee in making 2 survey of present and projected
agricultural uses of land in the County.
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We have worked with farmers, the Norbhern Virginia
&0il Conservation District, the Agricultural Stablliza-
tion and Conservation Committee, the Soll Survey Office,
eand the Planning and Zoning Commisslion in an attempt teo
get farmers and landowners to shift acres of cropland,
pasture, and woodlands to their best uses. This is not
easlly done since some farms have ne alfalfa land, others
@re made up almost entirely of land sultable for alfalfa,
but are too steep for row crops. We are now making it
& practice to hand out individual seil survey maps, blown
up to an enlarged scale, to all interested farmers and
landowners showing sell characteristics of sach acre on
each farm including sloepes, dralnage, percolation rates,
degres of erosion, and crops best suited to the land, We
are also testing aspproximately 902 samples of soll per
year for lime and fertilizer needs, and malling these
reports with recommendations for specific crops to ine
dividual farmers.

Ne ars retiring some acres of good land inte the
Sell Bank for future use and recommending others which
are basically poor In character for parks and recresational
aress.

We are spraying alfalfa and other legumes for insect
controly fertilizing and liming, using both standard and
miner plant food elements) we are analyzing the economics

and cost of farming acres valued at approximately 5700
per acre. This information is being distributed to
farmers and to the different branches of County Governe
ment,

This year we did not have any trouble in meeting
our goals of increased crop ylelds on pasture, hay, and
grain, The weather was more favorable than in past
years and the accumulstion of lime and fertilizer left
in the solil during several past years with dry summers
boosted our ylelds. Some farmers have been reluctant
to make long=range improvements on cropland because
they felt that urbanization and high prices of purchased
materials would soon put them out of business. We have
attempted to show that this is not always a good practice
because we usually get higher prices for improved farme

8y than we would re~
¢elive for eroded and lll=kept areas.

The County employed a Soll Scientist, whe is attach-
ad to the County Extension Office, to assist in dissenina-
ting and intexpreting solls information to non-farm groups.
During the past year the Falrfax County Office answered a
total of 14,141 requests for information on gralnm creps,
hay, pasture, forage, and soll and water conservation.




II. DAIRY AND LIVESTOCK IMPROVEMENT

The County Extension Progrem of dairy and livestock
improvement continues to be emphasised yoar 6dter year
because it is the most profitable farming enterprise in
Falirfax County.

According to the last census there are approximately
11,000 animal units in Fairfax County, This represents
& total of 21,000 head of dairy and beef cattle, horses,
sheesp and hoge. The sale of milk from our 67 commercial
dairy ferms constitutes the greatest source of income
from any single farming enterprise. Theze is a constant
need to eliminate diseases, improve production, improve
nutrition, and reduce laber costs with nur livestock
enterprises,

Our County Extension Livestock Improvement Program
attempts to demonstrate to the livestoek producers
better sire selection, disease control, proper feeding
pnethods, and lmproved metheds of marketing.

The work is carzied on through dairy and livestock
fmprovement and marketing organizations, wlsking with
individual farmers, and through the use of ~adlo programs,
news releases, and publications from Extension Livestock
Specialists and the Experiment Stations,

In this County, we have two Dalry Herd Improvement
Associations and one Artificial Breeding Assocliation,
ased principally by dairymen, but also with service avall-
able to beef cattle preducers., Fifty-six of our 67 dalzry-
wen market milk through the Maryland=Virginia Milk Pro~
ducers Cooperative. An excellent livestock market is
available at Winchester, but few of our livestock pro-
ducers patronize i%t. Appl.lll.tll! one~half of our live~
stock 1s marketed at local farmers' livestock markets 10
or 15 miles from the farms. The remaining ene~half is
marketed in Baltimere. While these markets are nearby,
there really isn't any system of grading used by farmers
at these nearby markets and lots of work should be done
on improvement of livestock grades both on the fara and
at these local markets,

One of our livestock improvement projects has been
to work through and with the County 4<H Livestock and the
County 4«H Dalry Clubs. We have had five 4-H Club beys
and girle %o win national recognition in dairy achievement
and two boys and one girl to win national recognition in
livestock improvement projects over the past 10 years,

Use of improved daliry sires through the artificial
breeding program coupled with better nutrition and other




jmproved management practices, has increased cur aver-
age milk production by abeut 20 pounds per cow per day
over the past 10 years.

Brucellosis snd leptospiresis have virtually been
eliminated and we are now conducting & campaign to reduce
mastitis infection in both dairy and beef animals. The
results of this work has helped us to maintain a stabalize
ed income, from dairy snd livestock farms over the years,
Even with Tarms throughout the County we have heen able
to sell approximately four and one=half million dellars
worth of livestock and livesteck preducts annually fer
the past 20 years with very little variation from year
to year.

I1ls 4«M AND YOUTH PROGRAMS

Fairfax County is lecated in the fastegrowing ure
ban area of Washingten, D, €. There are approximately
0,000 boys and girls of 4=H Club age and nearly as
many in the young peoples age group., One~foutth of
these are located on farms, one=fourth in rural nen=farm
areas, and one~half in urban developments.

Parents, c¢ivie groups, and farm organizations re~
cognize and request county 4=N and youth programs. There
is a demand to develop an apprepriate program to meet
the needs of older 4<H"ers, as well as younger members
in the county. There are continued requests for more
diversified activities and a greater variety of programs
to meet the needs of a large and transient population,

We have attempted to meet these requests by
offering 18 different 4=H projects or activities for
4«H girls while project work 1s offered on 38 different
projects for 4«H boys. We are attempting to adjust d-il
and Youth Programs to meet the needs for more non-fazm
and urban communities by providing recreation and camp~
ing proegrams, better facilities for demonstrations, ree
creation, and project work, We are aslso encouraging more
active pazticipation of 4«H members and othex youth groups
in community, district, zeglon, state, and national con=
tests,

The work is belng carried out through the use of
44 voluntes: 4=l leaders, working with 30 communtty and
3 county 4<H clubs, There i1sa County 4=l Advisory Coun~
¢ll made up of 4=M officexzs and leaders and a 4+H All~
Star Oxganization,

A special Assistant Agent for Yeuth in the County
devotes full=time to instructions in arts, crafts, camp~
ing, other recreational programs, and with leader train-




ing. HMNonthly leader training meetings are held but
only about one~third of the leaders find it possible to
attend regularly.

4=H boys and girls stazted 1120 projects at the
beginning of the 1959 4«M Club year and successfully
Gompleted 822 projects. Threes 4«H members became State
Ninners at the 1959 Short Course at YPI and two won
national recognition as winners in Seil and Water Conser-
vation and with 4-H Dairy Achievement projects.

OQur losses are quite heavy each year in project
work due to the transient population,

A two=day County 4-H and Youth Falr, a County 4=H
Achievement Day Program, twe County 4<H Camps, a County
i=H Judging and Demonstration Day, and a County 4-H
Horse Show wase held during the year. Every 4-H member
is afforded the opportunity to participate in these events.
About seventy=five percent participate.

We often wonder whether we should have fewer 4N
activities and do a better job of training and supaervie
sion or whether we should espand further and extend the
program to larger numbers. Both leaders and Extension
Agents are continually torn between these ideas. We
haven't solved this problem.

Ouz statistical rzeport indicates 1886 young men
and women and 725 4-~H members participated in the
Falzfax County 4«H and Youth Activities during the
1959 Extension Year.




A-H __AND _HOME DEMONSTRAT ION CLUBS IN FAIRFAX COUNTY

LJ - HOME DEMONSTRATION CLUBS © ~ 4-H CLUBS

Annandale H. D. Club Bake and Stitch 4-<H Club

Chesterbrook H. D, Club Busy Bees' 4-H Club

Clifton H, D. Club Bucknell 4-~H Club

Crestwood H, D, Club Capital Dairy Goat 4-H Club

Dranesville H, D, Club Centreville 4-H Club

Dunn Loring H. D. Club Chapel Acres 4-H Club

Fairview H, D, Club Clifton 4<H Club

Falls Church H, D, Club Dunn Loring 4-H Club

Fairlee H, D. Club Eager Beavers 4-H Club

Fenwlick Park Dairy 4<H Club

Floris H. D. Club Fairfax Elementary-Soils Club

Forestville H. D, Club Falrview Junior 4-H Club

Groveton H. D, Club Falrview Senior 4-H Club

Home Dingers Fenwick Park 4-H Club

Lebanon H., D, Club Floris 4<H Club

Lincolnia H. D, Club Forestville 4-H Club

Lorton H, D, Club 4~H Pony and Light Horse Club

McLean H., D. Club 4-H Ranchers Club

Navy H, D, Club Herndon Junior 4~H Club

Oakton H. D. Club Herndon Senior 4-H Club

Oakwood H. D. Club Jay~Vees 4~H Club

Poplar Hills M., D, Club Jermantown 4-H Club

Springfield H, D. Club Lorton 4~H Club

Tremont Gardens H, D, Club MclLean 4~H Club

Upper Pohick H, D, Club Newington 4-H Club

Vale M, D, Club Navy Junior 4~H Club

Vienna H, D. Club Oakton 4<H Club

Vienna Woods H., D, Club Pine Ridge 4<H Club

West Falls Church H. D. Club Vale 4-H Club

Woodlawn H. D, Club Woodlawners 4-~H Club
Nonogans 4-H Club




IV. SPECIAL PROBLEMS IN URBANIZAT ION

Speclial probleme in urbanization in Falzfax County
uses more than fifty percent of the Extension Agents'
time. It is an important phase of the Extension Program
because it is impossible te segregate urban and rural
problems in a county of 410 square miles containing
220,000 people.

Japanese Bestles have shown no preference for
either farm crops or ornamental plants and shrubs, ner
have the solls, sewage and water problems confined them=
selves to either farm or urban populations. These are
only two of the examples of the many situations which
effect both farmers and the urban population when the
two groups are intergrated as they are in Fairfax County.

In 1959 the people's problems, situstions and needs war-
ranted attention on the following projects: gardening,
ping, insect control, plant disecase contrel,
disposal, recreation, housing, community develop~
: soils education, publiec relations, and consumer
education,

¥e attempted to demonstrate and teach homeowners,
building contractoxs, gardeners, farmers, and the res-

pective branches of county government, the necessity of
! knowledge of solls problems as it
indations of bulldings, septic flelds, drain-
lawns, ornamental plants, landscaping, health, bulld-
costs, gardens and crops.

termining how to carry on the work, we have
for number of years, kept s record in the county office
of the questions people ask over the telephone, through
office calls, when we visit thelr homes, when they write
and when we sttend meetings. The information tabulated
been very helpful to the Extension workers and committee~
in planning programs which meet the needs of the local
population,

County Population fervice Reguests
135,000 45,0323
145,000 48,070
150,000 50,8%8
160,000 55,114
202,000 68,859
210,000 78,615
220,000 84,8%4




Solle prefiles are avalleble in the office re-
presenting soll types found in the County. Individual
Seil Suzvey Sheets are avallable and sections of theae
maps covering an individual building let, a large tract,
@ fazrm, or ean entire section of the County can be handed
out either to individuals or a groups of persons after
they have studied a sell prefile and obtained s ploture
of Just what sach type of sell contains or represents.
These profiles are portable, and are carried to 4-N
club meetings, sclence classes, gerden clubs, farmer's
meetings, and even publiec hearings where 2 knewledge
of solils 1s important,

jo dar as the work with homeowners and landscape
gardeners is coencerned, we hold 8 three~day Northern
Vizginia Nuzrserymen®s Shert Course in January esash
year similexr to these held for years for dalry farms or
agronomy, A Northern Vizginias Gazxden and Landscape
Institute 18 condutted annually for hemeewners through-
out the County whese Extension Garden and Horticultural
Specialiste lectuzre on soils, landscape design, selection
of plant material, disease and insect control, tree care,
and flower arrangements, This zuns one night sach week
or six weeks, Average attendance is 200 persens per
ight, In addition, similar lectures are given by the
xtension Agents and Speclialists to leme Demenstration
lubs, Civiec Asseclations, and various comamunity groups

T

c

throughout the County. Mest of this 1s planned and
arranged by the County Gazden and Landscape Committees.

Health is always a problem and in additien to the
health project wozrk cazzied on through the 4«H and Home
Demgnstration Clubs, the Extension wozrkezs do a vast
amount of work on septic tank drainage flelds threugh=
out the three~fourths of the County that doss not have

mning water and sewage avallable,

OQur speclial Agent for Youth, asslisted by the ether
Extension agents, oonducts regualr classes for the
different age groups in azts, erafts, recreation, and
nature study,

A Library of Experiment Statien and Agricuituzal
Extension Service Bulletins is malntained in the Co Y
Qfflice available to the public on whatever subjects they
request, If we get filve calls on a new topic or subjesct,
it 1s assumed this is sufficient justification for laying
in @ supply of leaflets and bulletins on this teple.

lo pregzams are conducted each week, one

with the agricultural problems of farmers
resldents, the second deals with subjects
i-=H and Youth preograms and the third with




special informathon for Home Demonstration Members and
other Homemakers,

The lecal County Agent's Offlee recelives approxi-
nately 55 pleces of in-goming mall sach day, answers
telephone calls each merning and sends out over 300
pieces of individual leaflets or mimeographed material
each day.

Thexe are seversl ways that we could report the
gesults In texzms of our objectives, One answer 1is te
say that farmers, homeownars, and other individuals
continually request the County Agricultural Extension
Oflice for additional assistance. In 1958, we received
74,615 requests for essistance, and in 1959 we received
84,854 zequests. Anether way we could state the results
obtained 1s tist we bealieve that the 50il Survey Edicational
Program alone is saving our county citizens ever $2000
per week, Still another way we could state the results
15 that we find it impossible to answer all of the calls
received, Eagh day we oan see increasing results eof
the educational program dealing with the special pre-
blems of urbanization, Each year the nesds and res-
yonsibilities become greater,

Committes work, coordinatien, and planning eof
rams now oCcupies one~thizd of the time. Even with
this, the coordination of sur remaining activities is
poor,.

60, ) poowons meved inte Falrfax County in the
past three years, Such large numbers of peeple are
overwhelming and the persennal for thiseffice has net
ingroase iring the past three yeazs.

Conglomarate solils present preblems to farmers,
ners, real astate develepers, the Health Depart-

lan ig and Zening Persennel, and other Depart-
of County GCovernment,

e are near the U, S, Depaztment of Agriculture,
and they refor many ealls te thiseffice net erdinarilly
racelived by Extension O0fflees farthez away froem Wash-
ingten, D, C, It seens everyons sxpects some services
1inge they have agreed locally te put up the funds te
provide this sexviece., Therefere, in 1960 and in the
following years it is recommended that the local Exte-
ensien Offlces

a, Jjee all metheds of communigation - televisien, radie,
AN news articles,

hrough committesmen, leocal sxsexrymen, and the




Northern Virginia Garden Institute.

¢. Cooparate with Garden Clubs, Citizens' Asseclations,
other educational groups in transmitting infermation,

ar

e Prodide additional workers to meet the wants and needs
of the local eople,

0. falntaln a library of bulletins feor distributien at
al times,

fo Provide additional service through office calls,
telephone calls, cizcular and iIndividual letters.
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