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Contributions of the 1950 Program to Better Pamily Lyving.

It is hard when one is engrossed with the details of a
program or project, to rise above the day's aotivities and get & "bipd's
eye view" of the work for a year past, and be able to piek out those
details that tie in and show an over-all pioture of the comtri~
butions and improvements throughout & given area, and to show
the trend of thinking and the progress made.

puring 1960 the Home Demonstration Clubs were inoreased fram

ten (10) to thirteen (13); the emrollment going up ascordingly frem

268 %o 205, an inorease of thirteen plus pereent (134(). There

were 278 girls enrolled in fifteen (15) elubs, 145 young men and
wonen enrolled in three (3) youth groups.

Home Devonstration Club members gave information directly
%o 1115 other people. Family recreation, which was one of the
county goals, was enjoyed by olub members 1203 times. Following
& furniture refinishing workshop in the county, there were 54
pleces of furniture refinished, As & result of the Decsuber
demonstration of "Table Service for Special Cecasions; Courtesy
to House Ouests,” 2343 guests were entertained for speeial
ocea-ions.

The greatest emphasis has probably been on housing. Twelve (12)
families have been helped in eenstruoction of new dwellings and
fifteen (15) have been given assistance in the remodeling of

old onss, Forty-twe (42) people have received help in re-arranging




and improving their kitchens. Seventeen (17) home demonstration

elub meumbers have put ruming water in their homes during the

past year, and eleven (11) have installed bath rooms during

the same time.

In 1946, there were eleven (11) home demonsgtration elubs
with 193 members; there were thirteen (13) 4=l Clubs with an
enrollment of 178 girls. There were six (6) home demonstration
members who installed water systems during that same year, and
thirty-three (33) rearranged or improved their kitchens,

One ol the long time goals that was set up for the county
for 1960 was “Jore Telephome Service." Much progress has been
made in that field., There have been several mass meetings held
in the interest of forming & ecoperative telephone organisation,
At the last meeting, it was found that the mmber who had
“signed wp" for telephones had gone over the goal that had been
set for begimning the organiszation of such a company to furnish
rural telephones, where the independent companies had so far
failed to service the pecple.

The temporary board and chairman were authoriged %o proceed
with plans for obtaining a Charter and forming a permanent
organisation. The Home Demonstration women have worked long

and faithfully to mecomplish this,




Another poal that has almost reached fulfillment is the
establishment of a commmity hospital. Punds have been raised,
and here, too, the organizati is being completed for the
bullding of such a structure,

Fanily recreation being another sounty geal, the Achieovensnt
Day has been planned on that themej to be carried cut joimtly
with the adult olubs and the 4=l Clubs, Since the County Fair is
& moans of exhibiting the work of the lome Dgmengtration Clubs
and the 4=l Clubs, 1% is 2ot thought by the county committees,
to be necessary %o have another exhibition of their work for
achievement day.

The County oommittee, feeling that more eould de acocomplished
Af more funds were awailable, decided to have a food sconcession
at the Malr, All of the clubs were oalled on to help and all
responded with splendid cooperation. The result was that §271,.72
was oleared, and turned over %o the county treasurer, Part of this
anount will be used to complete payments on an electric stove that
has been dought for the home demonstration off'lce.

The house fummishings programs have received mich interest.
The demonstrations have been ably handled by leaders, who were

trained by specialists and the agemt, lelp has been given

mumerous times on refinishing floors, making slip covers, dweperies,

and other phases of the program. The women of the home demonstration
elubs and many outgide the olud have evidenced a greater swarensss
of the appearance of their homes, both inside and out-of-doors.

This indicates a healthy trend, for with inereased interest in




4
their homes, will come more gonveniences, and greater comforst,
This in turn benefits the family.

The part that leaders have played in the Extension work in
the county is impoesible to evaluate. They have come to the
training meetings and carried back with them to their olubs,
the training that they have received. It is rare indeed, that
the agent or the assistant agent has to conduet a demenstrats. v,
The walue of this leadership has many angles: first, the club
benefits, Then the leaders, themselves, are helped by becoming
more confident and more willing %o do the job the second time,
Nany consider it a privilege %o be leaders, for they feel that
they benefit more by attending the training meetings than they
eould otherwige. Ultimately, the comunity and the county are
strengthened by the training that these leaders receive, for
they thereby make rore useful oitizens,

During the past year, 107 subject matter leaders have been
trained by the lome agent and specialists. 218 demonstrations
and talks have been given by them, In some instances where the
leaders of a olub have found 1t Lmpossible to attend a training
moeting, leaders from other clubs have woluntesred and have
given the damonstrations., This shows & healthy trend both in
gooperation and in leadership,

The Federation Goal this year was "Art In Daily Living."

This @id much to smaken the women to a realisation of the beauty

round about them, Bach oludb had a federation goal chairman,




They prepared very original and interesting short progrems on
sone phase of art, for each regular home demonstration olub
moeting.

In the joint meetings of the 4~ Club boys and girls, the

progrums for the past year have been on the thene "As Others

See You," These programs have arcused seme very ‘nteresting

questions and diseussions, showing a keen interest on the pagt
of the boys and girls, and a healthy trend.
Adult
A« Project Vork
l. Again, house furnishings was the most important subject
of the home dewnstration elubs.
a. Objectives
1+ The chief objective was %o oreate more somfortable
and attractive homes in order that the various members of the
fanily might be attracted to their homes and enjoy a richer,
fuller fanily life.
2+ Another objective in these programs was to have a
home to which friends could be invited with pride and pleasure.
b. lNethods.

1. The subject of seleoting and buying furniture oreated
much interest mmong the olub women and non-clud women throughout
the county. The leaders for this demonstration were trained by
the specialist, and did & commendable job in presenting it teo

their olubs.




2. Arrangement of furniture was presented by the leaders,
who had been trained by the specialist. In most instances, & room
was oleared of furniture and then the leader rearranged the furniture,

explaining the primeiple inwolved in each case.

3 & 4. Selecting materials and designs for etohed trays,

were the subjects that were taken up at olub meetings for twe (2)
months, The agent gave the training to leaders in these subjeols.
Many wmsual, original designs were oreated and many commendable
trays were made.

6. There is a definite fondness for house plants in this
county, so the leader training meeting for this subject was able
conducted by a oclub member. For the demonstration, members were
told to bring specimen of their plants. Their culture, and
remedies for their diseases and pests were discussed, and cuttings
were exchanged among the elub members.

6. The agent prepared a paper on the drying of flowers
for winter bouquets. Copies were sent to each olub member well
in advance of the month set for the demonstration of preparing
winter bouquets. The mmber who gathered material and made these
arrangements was gratifying, Twe (2) Clubs used this as the
theme for their booths at the County Fair, and the results were
exceedingly good, signifying an appreciation of the aesthetie

side of house furnishing.




7+ Refinishing floors was given as a special interest
moetisgs A representative of the floor sanding machine fastory
oame to the county, and the floor of the home agent's office was
sanded. All the ladies who were present, took part in the
sanding, Many of them have in turn, helped others and several
have held floor sanding demonstrations in their homes and have
invited others % see them. lMuch skill has been ssquired, and homes
have thereby beem improved and monw saved by doing the job them~

solves.

8. Miss Ruth Janison held a furniture repairing and

refinishing workshop. All those present bdrought either one or
more pleces of fwniture % be worked on. The entire process
was demonstrated and explained. Ome of those leaders trained,
has held a demongtration for her elub since them,

This was the subject for the Clarksville Club beoth, which
won the blue ribbon at the County Fair,

9. Though the making of slip covers and draperies was
not one of the subjects for a demonstration this past year, the
Agont has been called on many times to help with thess two (2)
important details of house furnishing, Maxy demonstrations have
been held in the homes with neighborhood groups.

0. Results,

1. Recommendations were applied in selecting and buying

furniture 147 times.




2. Furniture was arranged according to standards set
up &t the demonstration 141 times.

324 Thirty (30) origiml designs were used in malking
161 trays.

8. fealthier house plants are displayed more pleasingly
in the homes.

8, Many homes are brightened by the use of more colerful
winter bouquets.

7. Forty=eight (48) floors have been refinished in the
homes in the county by the members.

8. Since the deronstration on repairing and refimishing
furn! Sure, 84 pieces have been done,.

9. Many draperies and slip covers hawve been made and
many oolor schemes worked out = thus making move pleasing and
attractive rooms for the families.

2. Foods.

A, Objestives.

1. In the study of "foods™ the main objective in amy

homemalcer's nmind is first and foremost, to improve the family's
hoalth, by serving more mutritious foods.

2. The second objective is to save time in preparation
in order to allow the homemaker more time for other activities.

3. The next objective is %o fix more dalnty and attractive

foods for entertaining.




b. lethods.

1. "Preparing Tasty Foods From the Freeser" was the
subjeoct of the demonstration for ome month, For this subjeet,
leaders from the clubs were trained by the "foods™ specialist,
Mugh enthusiasm was manifested, for freesing of foods has beeonme
the chief methods of preservation in Meeklenburg County, Sinee
this is a comparatively new field, the interest is keen ameng
the homemtkers in the best methods of using frosem foods.

2, "Time Saving Family weals,” was also a subject
for which the leaders were trained by the specialist, Baphasis
here was placed on the one dish meals mnd also on the making and
using of "mixes.” The leaders did a commendad) > job in
presenting this subject to their clubs.

3, "pable Service for Special Uccasions with Courtesy

to House Guests” encouraged the women to bring out their "good"

linen and silver and use them correctly. This will benefit
the familes in that they will thus aequire more poise by more
knowledge in the correct usage of silver and the proper table
settings.

4. In the subject "Refreshments for Special Opcasions,”
ephasis was placed on daintiness, rather than quaiitty, Realizing
that party refreshments are generally extras when it comes to
the day's food, the leaders encouraged the club members to out
down in the quantity, but serve attrastively. Most people profit
by fewer calories, but one needs the sooial 1life that can be

enjoyed over simple refreshuents.




0. Resulte
1. Increased interest in freezing and serving frosen

foods was the result of the demonstration on this mibjeet, A

poll of the club members showed that there are forty-eight (48)

members who own home freesers and fifty-seven (57) who remt
lockers from the two (2) frozen food locker plants in the county,

2, Time savin; family meals wns actually put inte
practice 1341 times by the home demonstration olud members.
The ultimate result of this would be hard to evaluate, for it
is certain that the homenakers used the time thus saved in many
wmys,

3. Table service for Speecial Ocoasions with Courtesy
to gouse Guests was applied 843 times, to entertain 2343 guests,

4. Refreshmonts for Special Yococasions were served 7490
times.

3. Fanily Reoreation

a. Objectives.

le The first and foremost objeotive in family reereation,
is in making staying at home more pleasant for the warious members
of & family; thereby building more closely knit families, with
more appreciation for each other mmong its members. In accomplishing
this the comunities will be made stronger and eventually the
influence of this strength will be folt on beyond,

2. The second objective is %o teach all members of &
fanily to play and %o encourage hobbies. For "all work and ne
play makes Jack a dull boy." MNest people reach the age when they

are no longer able %o carry a full load of work. Thus, hobbies




1u

encouraged in youth, do much to alleviate ushappiness by
feeling sorry for one's self when the age has been reached that
one is mo longer able to work regularly, Alse, the ability to

play, learned at an early age oan keep a person's mind on an even

keel when the burden of work, with mo relaxstion, can jecpardise

one's mentality.

lethods,

1. ™e methods used to "put across” the subject were a
paper prepared by the home agent and demonstrations in the eolubs.
In the paper verious types of recreation were suggested and home=
made games which could be made by members of the femily,

2. T™he Achievement Day Program, which is %o be held on
Deocenmber 2nd, is planned on the theme of “"Pamily Reoreation.”
the home demonstration olubs and the 4= Clubs are combining the
program this year into a night of fun and entertaimment for all
msubers of the families. Bach olub is responsible for ten minutes
of some type of entertairment., Then, there will be square dancing,
round daneing, card ganes, ote., for the adults, and games for
the children, which will be directed by a committee of home
demongtration women.

o. Results,

It is much %00 early %o attenpt %o evaluate the results

of this program, Wt in view of the interest that has been manifested,

definite results are antiocipated in time,




Be Uther Activities.
1. Pederation Goal, "Art In Daily Living."
a. The aim of this goal was to develop an appreciation of
the beauties of gountry life that surround us at all times,
be The methods used for achieving the goal were as follows:
1. Bach elub had a goal chairman who gawve a short program

on some phase pertaining %o the subject, at each olud meeting.

2. The chairmen gave very interesting and often origimal

interpretations of the subject, in the form of talks, quisses,
eontests, or poetry.
S, Bxhibits in flower arrangenents were made at the Fair,
4, lmny worked on the landscaping of their yards, with
the help of the specialist and the home agent,
6. Christmas decorations for the home emsmplified the
native shrubs, trees and berries.
C. Geading of good books was encouraged.
¢. The result of the progream on "Art In Daily Living," the
eludb women became more sware of their surroundings, and more
eonseious of the beauty % be found in thelr everyday lives. They
began nore and more to see the beauty of the trees, the birds, the
sunset, the growing fields and the contentment and happiness that
oan be gained by reading good dooks.
2. County Fair.
1. Bach year, as the Mecklenburg County Fair is held, the
Home Agent works with the Mair committee to set up the list of
entries for the Fair book. Each home demonstration olub has &

booth, exhibiting some phase of home demonstration work, Below
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is & deseription of the booths which were viewed by several
thousand persons each day. The first prise went to the Clarksville
Club for thelir emcellent lesson in furnituse refinishing, They
showed the wvarious steps in the process by four chairs of like
dosign in different states of repair. The necessary materials for
doing & suocessful refinishing job were displayed, with detailed
directions for the use of each one, One feature that added much to
the appearance of the booth, and to the lesson it taught, was a
lovely 1 P able wiich had been refinished, On 1t was

p which a olub member re-gonverted from an old
kerosene lamp.

The booth which won the red ribbon was on "Btohing Trays"

and it was done Ly the Buffalo Club. The lesson was Saught here,
by trays in the warious stages of development; the round alwdmm
eoircle, the design ready to be transferred to the metal, the design

painted on the metal, the edges origped, the aeid for etehing,

and finally moerous finished trays, in many sizes and varying

designs. There were plasards to explain each process and the
necessary materials for the jeob,

The third prige, or the white ribbon, went to the Blusstom
Club for their booth on the United Nations Flag, which was net
only interesting and unigue in the way it was handled, but was
very timely as well, The open Bible on the reading table showed
the boglandng of efforts for Feace and the rules for sesuring it.
Then there were history books to show the progress of the world,
and finally, geographlies to show the Natlons who belonged to the

United Nations and the ones which have never joined with the forees
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for peace, Altogether, it was a very impressive dooth.

The Finehley Club had an excellent display entitled "Pamily

Reading." It contained a picture of the Publie Lidbrary, with a

eounty map showing the route of the booimobile. Then it had
reading material suitable for the various membors, both in fietion
and specialiged subjects. To illustrate the “specialty" books,
there waz a very attractive shelf of potted plants with suggested
books on their ocare and culture. Besides these, there were current
magasines., Thus the fasilities of the Library were all suggested.

One of the goals of the Meoklenburg County Home Demonstration
Clubs, "Pamily Recreation” was the subject for the booth arranged
by the Skipwith Club. It was complete with the commmnity house
and & yvoad with oars leading to 1%) a pienio ground, with the
outdoor fireplace equipped with wod and a frying pan, and the
pienic table spread with ocloth and dishes; a swimming pool, with
bath houses, bathers and a hot dog stand nearby) people in the
ast of folk dancing) little children with a sandpile and many other
graes. 1t made an interesting and very unique exhibit,

The Duckhorn Club and the Raynob Club, both chose for their
subject, the Uptober demonstration - Winter Bouquets. There were
& mmber of arrangements of both dried material and greem and berries,
Among the most interesting of these arrangsments, were sn old pine
mife box, filled with grasses, seed pods, cattails and other dried
material) a tray of lovely, colorful vegetables; a brass bowl with
mmerous specisan of dried material) a low green bowl with fruit,
berries, grapes and seed pods, and a beautiful old irom stare
vegetable dish, filled with dried cocksoomb, grasses and rabbit

tobaooo) and a wall basket of little gourds, ivy and berries.
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The Chapel Club had a splendid exhibit on “Working With Peed

Bgs." The bag of feed, then the clean bags ripped open with the

pattern laid on them, all the equipment and agocessories necessary
for completing & dress, and then the finished dreds medeled. It
was carefully worked out, exhibited and showed very well, what
attractive garments can be made from the lowly feed bag.

The Boydton Club chose another demonstration of the past year
for the subject of their booth = “"Table Serviee for Speecial
Occasions® by arranging a "Child's Birthday Party” table. The
table was attractive and colorful, with a erepe paper oloth, mapkins
and vlastic forks and spoons, and decorated paper plates. There
was & birthday oanke made to resemble a oirous tent, a olown, with
colored hair, horne for favors and colored candy, as well as many
other details used to ocarry out the general idea,

Piney Grove had a booth of healthy and attrective potted plants,
South Hill had filled their booth with handwork and the Wightman Club
made thelr booth attrastive with fresh flower arrangements.

S. Ashievement Day Prograa,

1. This year the achievement day program was arranged
around the subject of "Pamily Recreation” which was a sounty goal,
as well as a monthly demonstration subject, Refer to seetion IV,
A=3 under the heading of “methods" for a detailed desoription of
this program.

4. Radio broadoasts furnish another means of earrying on
the Extension work in the county. It furmishes a good medium
for teaching and publicising the work, Thursday is the day that

Mecklenburg county has for a weekly broadoast over the station




16

at Crewe, Virginia; the farm and home agents taking turns
in giving broadeasts.
5. lational “ome Demonstration Week was given recognition
by & history and desoription of the work which was written by
the home agent, and published in the three (3) county papers. A
redio broadoast was also devoted to the subject,
6. The District Federmtion Meeting was held during National
Howe Devonstration week, at Charlotte Court House and was attended
by the home agent and thirty (30) olub women from Meeklemburg County.
7« Bnch year one of the home demonstration olubs is selected
by the County Committes to get up the Year Book. This job entails
fimanoing the book, selecting songs, suggesting dewotionals, hints
on things %o do each month and many other small details. For 1950

the contents of the year book were compiled by the Finchley lome

Demonstration Club, The cost of the book, which was around $80,00,

was paid in full by Blue Cross, who spensored 18, This year book is
used monthly by each home devonstration club member. A member lknows
by referring to her book what demonstration will be given, the date
of meeting and in whose home the olub will meet. In other words,
it is her guide as to what to do next or what to plan for in the
future. The whole year's program is outlined,

8, Seven (7) home demonstration elub women and two (2) non=
mambers, along with the home agent and the assistant agent, attended

the Institute of Rural Affairs at Blacksburg in August,
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9. During the past year cuphasis has been placed on health,
both of individuals and the county as a whole. Aotivities in
regard to persomal health were evidenced by the fact that 84 elud
members had complete physical “gheok-ups” this year, This was
strongly advocated in the elubs through the entire year. Also,

& prise was offered for the olub having the largest pereentage of
its members take advantage of the lass X-Ray survey when the State
Health Departmont had the X=-Ray ¥uek in Meoklenburg gounty.

In regard to public health, the clubs as unite, and individ-
ually, woriked long and faithfully in the csmpaign % raise funds
for a commmnity hospital = & need that the olud women have set
a8 & county goal for several years. They were rewarded when the
eanpaign went “over the top,” and a commmity hospital is now
assured, The Mecklenburg Home Demonstration Clubs pledged §1280,00,
to be paid in three (3) years. Vost of the clubs have paild their
first instal luent, me olub has paid the pledge in full,

During the Cancer Fund cmmpaign and the Christeas Seal Sale,
the olubs take an active part in belping % raise the necessary
funds.

Une (1) goal that was set for the county this year, is commnity
houses. There has been much thought and planning done on this sube

Jeot, bub so far there is no tangible progress. The Buffale Clud

found & building in their cammmity that had & “possibility,.”

They had a community pienie to disouss plans, but nothing definite

has yot been acocomplisghed from this.
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10, There is a very fdafinite trend, and a healthy one it is,

toward better housing. Much help has been given individually, both
by the Home Agent and Specialists, in plamning improvements in some
phase of housing) be it new constyruotion, the remedeling of old
heames, the improvement of existing kitchens, the building of new
ones, the installing of water mystems, and any mumber of othey
details, There have been set up, eleven (11) result denonstrations
in some phase of Better Housing., Definite preogress has been made
in six (6) of these,

4= Clud

Project Work

1. The Senlor 4=l 010 girls, during the past year, chose
"Roan Improvement® as their project,

e The first objective in this program, is to teach the girls
an mmreness of their own responsibility in regard to their bded
rooms. With the accomplistment of this they become inoreasingly
eager to "fix uwp" their rooms, and take better oare of them,

b, To secomplish the above objective, demonstrations were given
on the following subjewtas

1. The Inventory of the Reom,
Roon Agcessories that Santa 'ight mring,
Color plans for the Room.
mlls and Woodworll,
The Arrangesent of purmiture,
Then plans were discussed for work %o be done on this project

during the swumer,
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A leader training meeting on this subject was held by
Miss Ruth Jamkson, at which the girls and the adult leaders were
fovited, These leaders worked with the individual girls and also
with neighborhood groupe,

Another method used was individual help given by the home
Apgent,

ve The result was that out of 70 taking the project, there

were forty (40) completions, Many girls are still carrying this in

addition %o another project that was set up for the group with the
re-organization this fall,

2. The Junier girls chose "Looking Your Best,” as their
project for the past year.

. The chief objective here was to make the girls more
eonsoious of thelr appearance, and to teagh them the importance of
1ittle details in keeping themselves neat and well groomed., Another
objective that was stressed in this progran was that of health,
in comection with looking well groemed.

be The methods used to put across this projeot were demonstrations
on the following:

1. Quick Repairs. ror this demonstration the girls were
shown & complete sewing kit) the use of each item being explained.
All of them responded 7 bringing a kit of their o to the next
meeting.

2. Care of Feet and ghoes was demonstrated by a shoe kit,

which contained §he necessary materials and equipment for earing
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for all the different colors of shoes that they had, Nearly all
the girls fixed their individual kits and displayed them at their
next nmeeting.

3. "Put In That Heu" was the next subject. The girls were

ghown the approved method for putting in & simple hem. They brought

to the next meeting, samples of hems that they had fixed.

4. "Care of Your Skin" gave an opportumity to stress
plenty of sleep, good nourishing food, outdoor exercise and above
all, cleanliness.

5. "gare of Your Hair" was the subject next disoussed. Hach
girl was taught how to care for her hair. Leaflets were given out
showing the wvarious steps in correctly shampooing the hair, and
also how %o ohoose the correct styling of the hair to suit individual
types. To encourage shampooing, sach girl was given s sample tube
of shampoo,.

o« The results of this project was that out of 194 girls who
signed up, 142 completions wore reported. The appearance of most
of them was markedly improved and they keep their slothes in a better
state of repair,

B. Other Activities.

1. Sumer camps rate high in the 1ife of all 4=H Cludb boys
and girls. The group of fiiteen (15) who went to Ceup Farrar from
Necklenburg, were no exception to this rule in the sumer of 1980,
They held prominent places in the sotivities of the canmp, as was

evidenced by the fact that the Camp Covernmor was & Meoklemburg girl.
The Hone Agent is currently serving on the board of directors

of Camp Parrar,




2, 8ix (6) boys and girls went to the 4=l Club Short Course
ot V. Po 1. Among the members, were two (2) of the most outetanding
girls in the eounty, Ruby Hite and Doris Jones. Ruby was taken inte
the 4=l Club All Stars. She has been & olub girl for the past nine
(9) years and esch year has been more and more outetanding in her

project work and leadership. Doris Jomes is also & very deserving

irl, baving graduated frem Clarksville Hich School this year with
» ¥

an enviable record, in leadership, as well as in scoaplishments.
ghe was swarded the Hlmire NoGee Howerton Medal given by the
Clarkeville Home Desonstration Club in memory of one of their former
meubers, for the most outstanding home economics student.
5. The annual 4= Club Pionis was held this year at Pine
lake., This i held purely for s good time and 1s looked forward
to by all the county club members. This year was mo exesption
in that all who went had plenty of fun and foods
4. On Sunday, Nay l4th, 1080, the Meoklenburg 4« Clubs
observed "jurel Life Sunday” with a union service at the Lalrosse
Methodist (hurch, Special music was furnished by some of the
Sen'or 4« Club rirls and a talk on "Parent's Part in 4y Club Work"
* the Piney Grove Club.
The Achlevenment oy which has Leen deseribed above, is %

the home demonstration elubs on the "Family

. Do (2) girls went to Fetersburg to represent the county

in the District 4=H Cludb Combest. Both of them made & good showinge




7. At the County Pair, many 4=H Glub girle eshibited their
handiwork, There were exhibits in camming, freesing, coocking, and
warious types of sewing, from needle cases and aprons to dresses.
lder Youth
reoe (3) organizations in this group, only
tive. Do W pan Club has a very
moct with a degree of regularity. They
vders, ssong thelir own muber, who plan and exsoute
interesting and informative programs. Their project work has
suffored somewhat since nearly all of the members are young marriod
poople with families, and their time is so full of other necessary
things, However, the recreation which they enjoy together iz a
waluable outlet for young people, who work so hard. Their adult
leadars are Mrs, R, H. Voss and Wrs, C, H, Crowder of the Wightuan
Home pemonstretion Club.
Scope of Work
1960
Fumber Home Demonstration Clubs or Oroups 13
Membership 298

Noe 4=H Clubs 15

Menbership 278 (Girls Omly)

Fumber Older Youth [ M

Merberchip 145 (Men & Wemen)




How Gsher Organisations Punctioned in the 1960 Progrem.
1. County Board of Agriculture.
There is in Mecklenburg County a County BSoard of Agrioulture.
This organigation is the over-all plamning group sponsored by the
Extension Service. However, in Meecklemburg, it is only astive as
& plamning agency for the men's pregram and indirectly for women.
There are twenty (20) women members representing ten (10) communities.
The Home Agent is serving on a cammittee of the County Board
of Agriculture, to assist the County Draft Board.
2. The County Home Demonstration Committee is camposed of the
president of each olub, plus five (5) county officers and other

cooperating key individuals. This committee meets three (35) or

four (4) times a year. Vhen this group meets they plan, with help

from others, such as the club women and the Program Development Leaders,
the next year's program. This comudttee functions as the governing
body with the ‘tate Federation of Home Demonstration Clubs. The
oommittee also oonducts the bLusiness of their own organisation.
When the need arises they raise funds for expenses of delegates
to eonferences, camps, eto. This comuittee also checks progress
and results of their programs and its various phases. They are alse
responsible for committees for achievenent programs, the year book
and the Pederation Goal.

This year, %o raise funds, the County Committee had a food
concession at the County Fair., There was sybndid cooperation
among the home demonstration club women from the entire eounty, and
they succeeded in clearing & total of §271.72.

They also bought an electric stove and installed 1t in the
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demonstration offiee. This has been a great help, for now the
leader training meetings in foods oan be held here, as well as
serving lunches when there are other meetings. In May, the
oommittee prepared and served a delifious dimner to the County
Board of Supervisors, using the new stove for the first time,

S. The Oounty 4= Counoci}, which is composed of the officers and

leaders of the fifteen (15) county clubs meets twice each year.

They plan the year's program of subjects for the joint glub meetings
of the boys and girls. They plan the date and the type of ashisvement
pro-ran. The County Council plans and assists with county pieniss,
with money raising needs, with the County Fair, The County Couneil
secures new club members for the 4=H Clubs, they secure leaders and
prizes for contests and achievement day. They report on results

of accomplishments and help with getting in late reecord books.

4. The County 4=H Hemor Club is composed of outstanding 4-H
menbers. The membership is limited to fifteen (15) new members
each year, The Homor Club has set up their own requirements for
membership.

5. There is no county chapter of All Stars.

6. Professional Workers Council,

The Counoil is composed of all white and negre professiomal
agriculture and home eeconomie workers in the county, The Council
meetes on a quarterly basis with ocertain individuals designated
by the chairman to be in charge of the program, The attendance

is exeellent and the programs have been interesting,
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Aotivities of Volunteer Leaders.
A. The objectives in encouraging volunteer leadership are %o

oreate a feeling of confidence in the minds of the leaders, them-

selves; to develop better commmity leadership, and thereby

stronger commnities) to train the individual leaders in subject
matters to help them o think independently, and thus be able to see
the outstanding needs and opportunities in their commmities and
ultisately their county and so on.

B. The methods of achieving the above objectives have been

leader training meetings by specialists, and the home agent; after
that is aceomplished, ® encourags them %o pass on the information
thus aoquired to their olubs in the demonstration,

Ce The presults of the efforts in leader training have been Wery
gratifying, lany commmnities stand out in the ocounty as wp=~to=date,
and independent, because of leadership ‘hat has been developed in
past years.

Many leaders consider it a privilege to be allowed to attend
the leader training meetings. Mmbers of women have said to the
home agent that in being a subject matter leader was the way to pet
the most good from the home demonstration elub work.

I consider the loaderdip in this county in the home demonstration
elubs to be very outstanding., With the exsellent organisatiomal and

subject matter leadership that is available, the home agent is

able to devote more time to county plamning and to personal econtasts.




growth of Home Demonstration Club Projeect Leadership

Ho. Project leaders and goal chairmen

No. training meetings held By Specialist
By Agent

Attendance at all training meetings

No. Club meetings held by leaders without agent
precent

No. Club meetings at which leaders assisted

Growth of 4~ Club Projeet Leadership

No. adult project leaders
No. junior project leaders

No. training meetings held By speeialist
By Agent

Attendance at leader training meetings
loe 4=H leaders traingd individually

No. olub meetings held by leaders without agent
present

No. olub meetings at which leaders assisted
No, demonstrations given By Leaders

By Adult
By junior

g 8 g, 2 8

=52 8 2%

e58 91 8
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Work In Cooperation with Other Agencies.
As ALl of the home demonstration olub women, as well as the home
agent, work with the other Federal and County Agencies, whenever
it is necessary.

The success of the Hospital Drive and the drive to organige a
Telephone Cooperative are evidences of this. Also, there is always
a spirit of cooperation betweon the Health Department and the
Bxtension Service. The home ageunts help in every way possible, to
further the Mase Chest XeRay, the Christms seal Sale, the Cancer
Fund Drive, Home Nursing Courses, and any other phases of the
Health program.

As stated above, the Home Agent is on a Us 8 D. A« Committes
that has been organiszed %o aseist the local draf't board in dealing
with farm boys who are requestiag deferment.

The local garden clube, and other oiviec organisations, frequently

sall on the Uome Agent for assistance, either in giving programs or

for necocsary advice or data. This is given whenever possible.

The Home Agent made a Recreationsl Survey for the State
Divislon of Flawming and Eeonomio Development under the Department
of Comservation and Dewelopment, This was for the purpose of making
adequate plamning and laws in regard to the reereational expansion
which will follow tie completion of the Duggs Island Dan, and the
subsequent filling of the lake.

All of the County Extension persomnel cooperate with the Guernsey
Breeders Association in helping with the Guernsey Field Day. At
the event during 1950, there were many contestants among the 4=

Club boys and girls. One of the boys from the Boydton Senier 4= Clud
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won prand champlonship with his OGuernsey cow for both years, 1549
and 1960,
dgnificance of the Year's Work,
The 1960 program of the Extension Service in Mecklenburg
County oan be said to have been & success, if 1t has aroused the
eltizons to the need of better living conditions, and a broader
mental outlook on 1ife in general with a keener sense of responsibility
toward their govermment, Never can one truthfully say that the job
is done, for there is no end to progress. then pecple arrive at ome
goal, there is always another one waiting to be attained,
I ghall oite a few reasons why I feel that Mecklemburg County and
ite oltizens hawve profited by the program of the past year's work,
Inoreasingly more and more people are calling for assistance in

tmprovine thelr standards of living. Realizing that the research of

exports and specialists is theirs for the asking, they are asking,

and receiving. They have reached this conclusion be of evid
of how the program has helped others.

Another reason is the inereased interest from commmities that
heretofore have not been organigzed for Extemsion work, Coming together
with people from other seotions of the county and @secussing thelr
problems and exchanging ideas, is helpful to all., It spurs on those
who feel that they are lagging behind,

The encouragement %o read more and better books gives people
& more alert memtal attitude, and a greater swarencss of the world

situations, both politically and economiscally.




Alse, an outstanding contribution of the year's work, is the
leaders who have gained kmowledge and confidence through their
participation in the home demonstration work. BEach family and each
oommmmnity who is fortunate enough % have one of these leaders
in their midst, will be helped to attain a better way of 1ife,

Through the progran, the women have learned to see beauty
in the everyday things around them., Beauty is food for the Seul,
0 none could fail to benefit thereby.

Encouraging the youth is maicing better homemakers and oitiszens

for tomorrow, It is oftentimes hard to see tangible progress in

working with young people. However, it is hoped that in years

to come some small seed that is sown now and is lying dormant,

may sprout into & live and growing thing, To illustrate this
point, since I have been in the county, three (3) women who are
eontributing much in three (3) very different ways, to the bettere
ment of Mecklenburg County, have told me that they received
inspiration to strive to be better homemakers and eitisens by the
encouragement of their efforts in 4= Clubs when they were childrem.
Ome woman still cherishes the first plece of needlework whioch
though orude, was her best effort when she was young, lHer agent
was wise in giving her praise and help. Although, she is not a
home denonstration eludb member, she came back this year for help
in remodeling a simple little place on the farm, into a more
comfortable and attraective hame, Her daughter is an astive 4=H
Clubber today. That story may .seem to have no bearing on the 1980
program, but maybe it shows something of the progress that will be

made in 1970, beocause of the work of the year 1880,
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