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A letter from VSA President, Jim Craig 
Dear ViS Attendees, 

 

I attended my first Veterans in Society Conference a decade ago 

and I remember leaving that event thinking, “I have finally found 
my people.”   So, on behalf of the Veterans Studies Association 

(VSA), I extend a warm welcome to you at the Veterans in 

Society Conference. We are delighted to have you join us here at 

the University of South Carolina in beautiful Columbia, SC, for 

what has become my favorite academic and networking event.  
 

The mission of VSA is to promote and publish rigorous 

scholarship about critical issues shaping veterans’ experiences—

in any country and any historical era—to enhance public 

understanding, teaching, service, and advocacy. Our flagship 
event, The ViS Conference, is one of the most important ways we 

serve this mission. 

 

This year, we have an exciting lineup of speakers and an 

engaging array of sessions that spans a broad range of disciplines, 
theories, approaches, and methods. We believe that understanding 

veterans in society requires diverse perspectives, and you will 

hear from both veterans and non-veterans alike. 

 

I encourage you, and indeed challenge you, to seek out a speaker, 

a topic, or a panel that presents research that is outside of your 

expertise or represents an opinion different from the one you 

hold. This conference is a wonderful opportunity to increase your 

knowledge, grow your network, and engage in stimulating 
discussions. In these sessions, you might find your next research 

collaborator or your next grant idea, or you might simply discover 

“your people.”  If you are not already a member of VSA, I hope 

you might consider joining our community. We value the unique 

insights and experiences that each member brings. 

 

Finally, I want to say thanks to our generous hosts at the 

University of South Carolina and express my gratitude for your 

attendance and participation. Your contributions to this field are 

invaluable, and we are looking forward to a productive and 
inspiring conference.   

 

 

Best Regards, 

 
Jim Craig  

President, VSA 
 

VSA Travel Grant 

Awardees 

 
John Armenta 

Ben Effinger 

Hilary Gallego 

Samuel Lewis 

Karla Seijas 

Steve Wahle 

Jeff Yarvis 
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Thank you to our sponsors! 

 
To learn more about our sponsors, visit the end of the program. 
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2024 Veterans in Society Keynote Speakers 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Secretary Todd McCaffrey  

 
Major General (Ret.) Todd McCaffrey is South 

Carolina’s Secretary of Veteran Affairs, where he 

advocates for and supports nearly 400,000 

Veterans and 68,000 uniformed servicemembers 

who call the state home.  Prior to joining state 

government, he served more than 34 years in the 

U.S. Army where he commanded units through 

division level and led both an infantry battalion 

and brigade in combat.  Secretary McCaffrey is a 

1986 graduate of the US Military Academy and 

holds master’s degrees in economics and 

national security studies. He and his wife Lisa 

reside in Columbia and have three adult children, 

a daughter-in-law, and a granddaughter.   

 
 Mary Whyte 

 
Mary Whyte (b.1953) is an American figurative artist 

known internationally for her watercolors of 

contemporary people. Her works are in private, 

corporate, university and public collections nationwide, 

and have been featured in numerous media outlets 

including CBS Sunday Morning, PBS and NRP. The 

author of seven books, including We the People: 

Portraits of Veterans in America, Whyte’s work has also 

been featured in many international publications, 

including periodicals and books in China, Russia, 

France, Germany, Canada and Taiwan. She is the 

recipient of numerous awards including the Portrait 

Society of America’s Gold Medal, the Carolinas 

Freedom Foundation’s Freedom Award, and the South 

Carolina Governor’s Award for the Arts, South 

Carolina’s highest honor in the arts.  
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Conference Schedule 

Thursday, March 14th

USC Press Conf. Room 
1600 Hampton Street, Suite 105 

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Works in Progress Workshop (invite only) 
Speakers: John Armenta, Benjamin Effinger, Marsha Martin, & Sarah Minnis 

Kindred Scholars: Kathryn Broyles, Benjamin Schrader, Travis Martin, & Mariana Grohowski 

The Works-in-Progress workshop is for sharing/refining early-stage research and/or engagement 

projects with kindred scholars and potential collaborators. Four speakers will present ideas to 

four kindred scholars. The workshop is closed to other conference attendees to ensure 

speakers/presenters get full attention to share and workshop their ideas and to encourage 

collaboration, project building, and action plans for execution.  
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    Barringer House & Gardens 
1731 College Street 

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM

Registration & Welcome Reception 
During this time, mingle and enjoy hor d’eouvres by the University of South Carolina’s Veterans 

and Military Affairs Department. The Anne Frank Center will be open to view and ask questions 

before and after the keynote address. Rain location: University Conference Center 

5:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Keynote Address: Major General (Ret.) Todd McCaffrey 
Enjoy a brief welcome from University of South Carolina’s Provost, Dr. Donna Arnett, Executive 

Director of Veterans and Military Affairs, Candace Terry, and USC Press President, Michael 

McGandy. Jim Craig, VSA President, will be introducing our keynote speaker. We are honored to 

have SC Department of Veteran Affairs’ Secretary Todd McCaffrey as our keynote speaker to give 

a presentation titled, “The Thriving Veterans Among Us- Evolving the Narrative.”  

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM

Welcome Reception Continued 
Continue to mingle and explore the Anne Frank Center. 

        The Graduate Hotel 

7:30 PM – 10:00 PM

Welcome Meetup 
Meet and mingle with VSA members at the Graduate Hotel restaurant. Food and drink are not 

provided.   
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Friday, March 15th

The Horseshoe 
 902 Sumter Street 

6:30 AM – 7:00 AM

Yoga with Colleen Dibble 
Get your day started with a 20-minute yoga flow for all levels with University of South Carolina 

student veteran, Colleen Dibble. 15 mats will be available. Rain location: Veterans & Military 

Center of Excellence (901 Sumter St.).  

USC Conference Center 
 1705 College Street, 8th floor 

8:00 AM – 8:45 AM

Enjoy breakfast, visit our exhibitors, and register if you haven’t yet. 
Breakfast will take place in the Westview room. A brief welcome and overview from VSA will take 

place from 8:45 AM to 9:00 AM.  

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM: Concurrent Sessions Begin

Summit East 

A1: Navigating the Campus Community 
How does the culture of higher education foster inclusivity for student veterans and veteran 

faculty and staff within the larger campus community? This panel investigates and critiques 

efforts within higher education to include veteran and military-spouse faculty, staff, and students 

by examining veteran campus experiences through critical lenses of pedagogical practice, 

organizational culture, and military/civilian cultural competencies.  

• Jason Harris, US Marine Corps & University of Southern California,

“Chameleons and Kungas: The Perceptions and Experiences of Military

Veteran Faculty Members in Their Transition to Academic Service”

• Monika Sziron, HigherEd Military, “Military-inclusivity and the Sea of

Goodwill in Higher Education: Strides and Predicaments”

• Hillary Gallego, Southern Methodist University, “Combating Changing

Tides by Building a Bridge: A Proposal for a New Framework Focused on

Student Veteran Success”

Moderator:  Mariana Grohowski, University of California, Irvine 

Eastview 

A2: Adapting to Shifting Tides: The Veteran Peoplehood Model & 

Collaborative Education  
Centering on the Veteran Peoplehood Model, this panel presents both practical cases and 

theoretical essentials for developing academic coursework and degree plans that teach a holistic 

vision of veteran identity, experience, and representation.  
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• Eric Hannel, Saint Leo University, “Beyond Stereotypes: Harnessing the

Power of the Veteran Peoplehood Model”

• Karen Hannel Saint Leo University, “Pioneering Education: Shaping

Veteran Studies Degree Programs”

• Frank Hernandez Jr., Saint Leo University, “Bridging the Gap”

Moderator: Travis Martin, Independent Scholar 

Summit West 

A3: Assessing Representation & Transition 
Media and mediatization are integral to communicating to veterans and forming perceptions 

about veterans, their triumphs, and their struggles. This panel examines how institutions market 

to and/or construct narratives about veterans and provides empirical tools for assessing veteran 

media representation versus the reality of veteran lived experience.  

• Dan Perkins, The Pennsylvania State University, “Veteran-Transition

Assessment Tool Pilot”

• Kurtis Watkins, Saint Peters University, “What Happens When the Sea of

Goodwill Recedes?: A Content Analysis of College Websites Military-

Friendliness

• Samuel Lewis, Eastern Kentucky University, “Pop Culture and The

Military: A Test for Accuracy in Media Representation”

Moderator: Carrier Carter, North Carolina State University 

10:00 AM – 10:10 AM: Break 

10:10 AM – 11:10 AM: Concurrent Sessions Resume 

Summit East 

B2H: Veterans’ History as a Social Construct 
Social opinion surrounding wars and geopolitical conflicts often impacts how veterans or active 

service members of those conflicts are seen by the public. This panel examines how 

positive/negative associations with conflicts impact how veterans are seen and supported upon 

homecoming and the ways that cultural competencies can be bridged beyond constructed 

versions of veterans and their respective eras.  

• Gabija Strumylaitė, Vilnius University, “Defining the Undefined Ones: The

Case of Lithuanian Afghanistan War (1979-1989) Veterans”

• Jeb Wyman, Seattle Central College, “The American Warrior and the

Social Creation of History”

• Jeffrey Yarvis, Tulane University, “Subtleties of Trauma and the Social

Creation of History”
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Moderator: Mariana Grohowski, University of California, Irvine 

Eastview 

B1: Memory & Memorialization 
Memory and memorialization are critical to the preservation of military and veteran histories. 

However, establishing channels for doing such work does not always come easily. This panel will 

survey the routes, methods, and challenges associated with establishing social memories of 

veteran, military, and/or war histories.  

• Sharon Young, Western Connecticut University, “How a Drawing on a

Napkin Transformed into a 14-foot Granite and Steel Monument to the Post

9/11 Veteran”

• Jim Craig, University of Missouri- Saint Louis, “Navigating the Challenges

of Memorializing the Global War on Terrorism: Lessons from Other

National Memorials”

• Erik Carlson, Florida Gulf Coast University, “Lest We Forget: U.S.

Infantry Division Associations as Custodians of Memory, Commemoration,

and History, 1945-1950”

Moderator: Benjamin Schrader, Colorado State University 

Summit West 

B3: Homecoming: A Historical View 
The experience of returning home and setting into the veteran identity has not been a neutral 

process throughout time. Myth, politics, and civic connectedness all shape how veterans 

experience their returns. This panel addresses historical aspects that have contributed to easing 

or inhibiting veteran homecoming experiences and their lasting impacts.  

• Jim Dubinsky, Virginia Tech, “Representations of The Return of

Servicemen/Women to Society: Shaping U.S. Public Opinion Over Time”

• Eric Hodges, Longwood University, “A Homecoming Never Seen: How

Racism and Public Opinion Impacted the Homecoming Experiences of

Black Vietnam Veterans”

• Hilary Lithgow, The University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill,

“Discovering a Vocabulary Exists: The Power of Reading to Guide Veterans

Home”

Moderator: Bruce Pencek, Virginia Tech 

11:10 AM – 11:20 AM: Break
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Lumpkin Auditorium
11:20 AM – 12:20 PM

Keynote Address: Mary Whyte 
Join nationally known artist Mary Whyte for her story of how a seven-year secret journey to 

paint portraits of veterans across the country turned into the creation of The Patriot Art 

Foundation.  Enhanced with images of her large-scale watercolors, follow Whyte as she takes 

us through the evolution of how listening to the narrative of veterans became the catalyst for 

giving them, too, a means of expression, connection and purpose through art.  Now, via online 

art education, free art supplies and partnerships with VAs, veterans are telling their own unique 

story, creating a transformative experience for both them and the public.    

12:20 PM – 1:20 PM: Lunch & VSA Awards in Westview Room 
The Senators Bob and Elizabeth Dole Biennial Award for Distinguished Book in Veterans Studies 

is presented biennially to an author (or authors) for the best full-length monograph that engages 

with issues, experiences, perspectives, and/or areas of inquiry within Veterans Studies and which 

has the potential to significantly impact and/or contribute to the field. Please join us in 

congratulating the following authors, works, and presses for being recognized as finalists for the 

award! Dr. Corrine Hinton, Chair of the VSA Publications Committee, will announce the winner 

over lunch. 

• Our Veterans: Winners, Losers, Friends, and Enemies on the New Terrain of Veterans

Affairs by Suzanne Gordon, Steve Early, and Jasper Craven (Duke University Press,

2022)

• Writing Wars: Authorship and American War Fiction, WWI to Present by David F.

Eisler (University of Iowa Press, 2022)

• War & Homecoming: Veteran Identity and The Post-9/11 Generation by Travis L.

Martin (The University Press of Kentucky, 2022)
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1:30 PM – 2:30 PM: Concurrent Sessions Continue 

Summit East 

C1: Troubled Waters in a Sea of Goodwill: Discord in Policies and 

Practices 
In this session, panelists will explore the (mis)understanding of military service and its impact on 

the military-civilian divide. Language's role as a bridge or barrier in communication among 

military-affiliated populations and civilians will be examined, highlighting rhetorical discord 

and its implications for policies and practices. Topics encompass debates on veterans' 

citizenship, discourse on Military Sexual Trauma, and civilian appropriations of moral injury. 

 

• Micah Wright, UT Health San Antonio, Military Health Institute, “From 

Rhetoric to Reality: Veterans’ Service and Citizenship and their Impact on 

Immigration Policy” 

• Corrine Hinton, Lincoln Land Community College, “Debating Authenticity 

and Allyship: The Military Sexual Trauma Movement and 

#IamVanessaGullen” 

• Kathryn Broyles, American Military University, “Lost in a Sea of Terms: 

Moral Injury and Civilian Appropriation of Language and Diagnosis” 

 
Moderator: Eric Hodges, Longwood University  

Eastview 

C2: Policy, Problems & Perceptions  
Speakers address critical issues within the military and veteran community highlighting topics 

such as sexual assault prevention, the holistic approach to the military lifecycle, and the 

troubling phenomenon of "Stolen Valor." These presentations offer a comprehensive 

understanding of policies, problems, and perceptions crucial for effectively navigating the 

multifaceted military and veteran landscape. 

 

• Col. (Ret.) Wanda Wright, Arizona State University, “Why can’t we stop 

sexual assault in the military? The evolution of policy in the military around 

sexual assault” 

• Rebecca Burgess, Yorktown Institute, “The Veteran Image, the Second 

Social Contract, and the Military Lifecycle” 

• John Armenta, Palomar College, “Stolen Valor: Pollution in the ‘Sea of 

Goodwill’?” 

 
Moderator: Jim Craig, University of Missouri- St. Louis  
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Summit West 

C3: [Assessing] Veteran Well-being  
By exploring well-being writ large, speakers will offer insights into the multifaceted challenges 

veterans and their families face as they transition from service to civilian life. Speakers share 

methods for bolstering support for justice-involved veterans and shed light on issues such as 

military spouse unemployment. Furthermore, discussions will address the intricate dynamics of 

public policy and legislation, aiming to enhance the overall well-being of veterans. 

 

• Ann James, Financial Freedom Battle Buddies, “Economically 

Empowering Justice-Involved Veterans: Insight from Integrated Service-

Delivery Financial Coaching in Veterans’ Treatment Courts” 

• Carrie Carter, North Carolina State University & Shelley Strong, 

University of Nebraska Medical Center, “Applying a Socio-Ecological 

Framework to Understand Military Spouse Unemployment” 

• Karla Seijas, University of California Merced, “Navigating the Nexus: 

Bridging Public Policy and Legislation for Veterans’ Well-being” 

 
Moderator: Sharon Young, Western Connecticut State University 

  

2:30 PM – 2:40 PM: Break 

 

2:40 PM – 3:40 PM: Concurrent Sessions Resume 

Summit East  

D2: Healing the Veteran 
Speakers showcase distinct veteran rehabilitation initiatives: archaeological fieldwork and 

ocean therapy. Through scholarly analysis and empirical evidence, attendees will gain insights 

into the practical transfer of skills, therapeutic effects, and societal implications of these 

initiatives. Additionally, the session aims to foster dialogue among scholars and practitioners to 

further refine and expand upon the understanding of veteran rehabilitation strategies within 

academic and professional communities.  

 
• Sarah E.S. Carter, Clemson University, “Operation Nightingale: Digging 

Band of Brothers” 

• Colleen Dibble, University of South Carolina, “Operation Surf: Changing 

Veterans’ Lives One Wave at a Time” 

• Jennifer McKinnon, East Carolina University, “Value Add and Force 

Multiply: Working with Veterans in Archaeology” 

 
Moderator: Russel Fail, Purdue University Global  
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Eastview 

D1: Veteran Visibility & Representation  
This session offers an in-depth exploration of veteran identity and representation. Through 

scholarly analysis and empirical evidence, attendees will gain insights into the complexities of 

veteran experiences. Topics include insider perspectives, cultural valuation, and critical 

examination of media portrayals. Attendees can expect a robust, yet scholarly discussion aimed 

at fostering a deeper understanding of veteran identity and its implications for society.  

 

• Steven Wahle, University of South Carolina, “An Emic Conceptualization 

of Veteran: You’re Either One of Two Things—You’re Captain America or 

You’re Broken” 

• John Bechtold, University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill, “Veterans in the 

Collective Consciousness: Iterations of the Veteran Body 

• Jamie Boyle, University of Maryland Global Campus, “Racing for Those 

Who Made the Ultimate Sacrifice: Steven Soderbergh’s Logan Lucky, 

NASCAR Nation, and ‘Thank You for Your Service’.” 

 
Moderator: John Armenta, Palomar College  

Summit West 

D3: Connecting Through Storytelling Roundtable 
This roundtable brings together seasoned podcasters, authors, and scholars to dissect the 

profound impact of storytelling on our understanding of veteran and military life experiences. 

From the nuanced depiction of individual narratives to the broader implications for collective 

memory, this session offers an academic inquiry into storytelling's ability to cultivate empathy, 

bridge divides, and shape societal narratives surrounding service.   

 

• Qwynn Galloway-Salazar, In Their Honor & PsychArmor Institute 

• Jason Higgins, Virginia Tech 

• Samuel Lewis, Eastern Kentucky University  

 

• Luke McCless Jr., Independent Scholar 

 
Moderator: Samuel Lewis, Eastern Kentucky University  

 

3:40 PM – 3:50 PM: Break 

 

3:50 PM – 4:50 PM: Concurrent Sessions Resume 
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Summit East 

E2H: Synthesizing Veteran Experience 
Presenters will synthesize diverse perspectives on the veteran experience in this engaging hybrid 

panel presentation. From navigating transnational relations to reimagining patriotism and 

challenging institutional narratives, our presenters offer insightful reflections on the 

complexities of veteran identity. Additionally, through ethnographic lenses, they explore the 

interconnectedness of veteran lives, highlighting the transformative power of storytelling and 

collective action.   

• Charles Warner, University of Leuven, “When You Can’t (say) ‘Compare’:

A Discussion of Ethnographic Methodologies Tracing Veteran Transnational

Relations”

• Bryon Garner, Independent Scholar, “Reimagining America’s Civil

Religion: Veterans, Race, and Patriotism”

• Abigail Buchanan, Michigan State University, “Seeking Recognition:

Veteran Biosolidarity of Military Experiences and Agent Orange Chemical

Effects”

Moderator: Mariana Grohowski, University of California, Irvine 

Eastview 

E3: Veterans Narratives through the Archive 
Presenters draw from historical wartime events dating from the 1800s to World War I, highlight 

archival research methods, and provide historical analysis, showcasing their bodies of work 

while offering valuable insights into wartime and post-war experiences.  

• Hendrika Vande Kemp, Independent Scholar, “In Another Country, At

Another Time. Frederick John White (1814-1854): Lieutenant in the Royal

Marines, Prisoner of War of the Carlists”

• Andrew English, Independent Scholar, “Private Hinton’s War 1918-1919”

• Kelly Lankford, Louisiana School for Math, Science, and The Arts,

“Memories of World War One: Different Effects of American Help in

France as Seen Through the Work of Married Couple Anna Coleman Ladd

and Maynard Ladd”

Moderator: Kathryn Broyles, American Military University 

Summit West 

E1: Storytelling for Veteran Experience and Identity 
Drawing upon their storytelling experiences, panelists will share their insights on interconnected 

themes related to war, military service, trauma, identity, and resilience, from intergenerational 

trauma depicted in literary works to the usage of artifacts in data collection and its impact on 

qualitative methodology to Black North Carolinians' pivotal roles in shaping military history. 
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Panelists will provide a vital lens for those seeking to investigate further the complexities of 

military service and the diverse identities of those who have served.  

 

• BriGette McCoy, Georgia State University, “The Artifacts of (Military) 

Veteran Experience: Emerging Approaches to Data Collection in Qualitative 

Veteran Studies Research” 

• Sonny Kelly, Legacy Heirs Productions, Inc. “The Ongoing Fight for 

Freedom” 

• Sarah Eilefson, University of Minnesota, Twins Cities, “An Unending 

Circle of Pain: The Sound of Trauma in Company K and Redeployment”  
 

Moderator: Michael Visconage, U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs  

 

 4:50 PM – 5:00 PM: Closing Remarks from VSA 

 

Saturday, March 16th
 

                                      

7:00 AM – 7:00 PM    

St. Pat’s in Five Points 
Kick off the St. Patrick’s Day festivities in the heart of Downtown Columbia! See link above to 

purchase tickets.  

 

11:00 AM – 12:30 PM 

Fort Jackson Museum Tour  
Please use the link above to sign up. Pickup will be from The Graduate Hotel at 10:30 AM. 

Space is limited, so sign up using the link above!  

        

11:00 AM – 12:30 PM    

Guided Tour of the Anne Frank Center 
This will allow you the opportunity to have a guided tour of the Anne Frank Center. Space is 

limited, so purchase your ticket through the link if interested.   

 

All Day  

House & Garden District Tours 
Historic Columbia will be offering Historic House & Garden District tours throughout the day for 

conference attendees at a discounted rate. For more information, purchase tickets, and locations, 

view the link above.  
 

 

 

https://stpatscolumbia.com/
https://universityofsouthcarolina-yrckc.formstack.com/forms/ft_jackson_museum_tour
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/group-tour-anne-frank-center-vis-2024-conference-tickets-779725950307?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/veterans_and_military_services/documents/vis_tour_handout.pdf
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Conference Proceedings Information 

We hope you will contribute your presentation to the conference proceedings, 

where they will join the previous VIS conferences hosted by Virginia Tech 

(https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/handle/10919/56348). Contributing to the 

proceedings costs you nothing but exposes your scholarship to a global audience. If 

you wish, you may revise your presentation to address points raised at the 

conference about your presentation. 

Placing your conference paper/poster and supplemental materials (e.g., slide decks, 

handouts, datasets) in the VTechWorks institutional repository means they will be  

• professionally curated on a trusted, disinterested site

• assigned unique, permanent online addresses,

• exposed to major search engines for the benefit of readers worldwide, and

• date-stamped to document when you shared your research in the event

someone attempts to appropriate your work.

For more information, please visit veteranology.org/conference. 

 .................803.252.7742 ext. 23
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http://www.veteranology.org/conference
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Learn more about our sponsors! 
 

University of South Carolina Veterans & Military Affairs 
 

USC’s Department of Veterans and Military Affairs is dedicated to facilitating 

academic excellence and professional success for all military-affiliated students 

and engages with the veteran and military community on behalf of the University 

of South Carolina (USC). Veterans and Military Affairs strives to establish USC as 

the premier and preferred university choice for the veteran and military community 

throughout the Nation.   

 

University of South Carolina Press 
 

The University of South Carolina Press publishes high-quality, peer-reviewed print 

and digital books. Our authors tell compelling stories that explore the human 

experience, engage teachers and learners, contribute to academic disciplines, and 

inspire conversations about social and cultural progress. Our publications address 

national and global issues and illuminate the history and culture of South Carolina 

and the American South.  

 

Journal of Veterans Studies 

 
The Journal of Veterans Studies (ISSN 2470-4768) is a diamond open-access, peer-

reviewed journal. The mission of the Journal of Veterans Studies is to sustain 

international research in veterans’ studies, facilitate interdisciplinary research 

collaborations, and narrow gaps between cultures, institutions, experiences, 

knowledge, and understanding. We invite all attendees to consider submitting their 

work to the journal for review! 

 

The Veterans Studies Association 

 
The Veterans Studies Association promotes and publishes rigorous scholarship 

about critical issues shaping veterans’ experiences—in any country and any 

historical era—to enhance public understanding, teaching, service, and advocacy. 

Through publications, online presence, and conferences, the Veterans Studies 

Association encourages scholarship analyzing and reflecting upon the diverse 

experiences of veterans and their families in society. To join VSA, 

visit https://www.veteranology.org/membership 

https://www.sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/veterans_and_military_services/index.php
https://uscpress.com/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.veteranology.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKCUPP%40mailbox.sc.edu%7Cdc195c466585439cb47308dc331bbf2c%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638441441502527147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JnKuy2VZcaL5XPk686My5abJVBUqio6Q7iycUGwlblM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.veteranology.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKCUPP%40mailbox.sc.edu%7Cdc195c466585439cb47308dc331bbf2c%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638441441502536684%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jzlYW7KE1x7e7qu96AWjVTK40htOhTPrIe3Kq%2FaE%2BAQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.veteranology.org%2Fmembership&data=05%7C02%7CKCUPP%40mailbox.sc.edu%7Cdc195c466585439cb47308dc331bbf2c%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638441441502543254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VAa9WtorkojcbWH4v%2BmXSVoOioxh592LuPQ0JAzOqHk%3D&reserved=0


  

  

19 

Arizona State University- Office of Veteran & Military Academic 

Engagement 

 
ASU’s Veteran & Military Department’s mission is to serve the university by 

promoting dialogue, teaching, and research that increases information, 

understanding, knowledge, and relationships among military, civilian, and 

academic cultures.  

 
HigherEdMilitary  

 
HigherEdMilitary serves military-affiliated higher education professionals with 

original news, networking events, and information on topics that affect them, as 

well as job opportunities from colleges and universities that value and actively 

recruit military-connected professionals.  

 

Historic Columbia 

 
Historic Columbia preserves places and shares complex stories from the past that 

connect us in the present and inspire our future. In November 1961, a small group 

of individuals intent on saving the Ainsley Hall House from demolition officially 

incorporated as the Historic Columbia Foundation. Over the next six decades the 

organization, which was founded on the premise of preservation and education, 

would take on the stewardship of six historic properties in Richland County. Today, 

the organization serves as a model for local preservation efforts and interpretation 

of local history. Find us on Facebook, X, Instagram or YouTube for more details.  

 

University of South Carolina Moving Image Research Collections 

(MIRC) 

 
MIRC preserves films produced outside the American feature film industry to 

make them available to present and future audiences. MIRC promotes worldwide 

access to its collections, facilitates study and research, and supports the filmmaking 

community through licensing activities. The Department of Oral History records 

and preserves the memories and descriptions of daily lives, communities, families, 

and notable events that shaped South Carolina and continue to do so, and to make 

those stories freely available to a wide audience.  

 

 

https://vetengagement.asu.edu/
https://vetengagement.asu.edu/
https://www.higheredmilitary.com/
http://www.historiccolumbia.org/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fhistoriccolumbia&data=05%7C02%7CMCGANDY%40mailbox.sc.edu%7Cc4b88a1ae16341538c7608dbfb0fdada%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638379817812050676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mqnEFDOYlNvsycQfR6G1Y0d3Qa%2BLj3NVsVd6jgCwP5g%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FHistColumbia&data=05%7C02%7CMCGANDY%40mailbox.sc.edu%7Cc4b88a1ae16341538c7608dbfb0fdada%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638379817812050676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X88VlD00IrnVUZ4YS0bmnsYpXPoNwWxkvHxV1qW3ZxQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fhistoriccolumbia&data=05%7C02%7CMCGANDY%40mailbox.sc.edu%7Cc4b88a1ae16341538c7608dbfb0fdada%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638379817812050676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gwAjjisV1hVQisUxBv0zAOBVTHztkeMgtssZwwt%2BqGY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fdiscoverhistory&data=05%7C02%7CMCGANDY%40mailbox.sc.edu%7Cc4b88a1ae16341538c7608dbfb0fdada%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638379817812206893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1fi9gzXjy1ZDgoQFk89EZeX4mXterV3uMPPkrUz%2BXcE%3D&reserved=0
https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/browse/mirc/index.php
https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/browse/mirc/index.php
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Reginald Davis 

 
Veteran Reggie Davis served in the U.S. Air Force for four and a half years, 

followed by 25 years in the Air Force Reserves, retiring in 2008 at the rank of 

Chief Master Sergeant (E-9). He also worked as a civilian EMS paramedic for 33 

years, retiring in 2016, as an EMS Shift Commander. His resume is an example of 

how many veterans have used their military experience to achieve the highest 

levels of success in the civilian world. His book (“The Wretch In The Mirror Looks 

Like Me”) and motivational talk are intended to inspire others by sharing his 

personal journey as a veteran-graduate of “The School of Hard Knocks.”  

 

Today, Reggie’s life mission is to use his experience as a lifesaver, prevention 

educator and mentor to help “Justice Involved Veterans” deal with their own hurts, 

habits and hang-ups, in hopes of becoming productive members of society.  

 

South Carolina Confederate Relic Room & Military Museum   

 
The South Carolina Confederate Relic Room & Military Museum serves as the 

State’s military history museum by collecting, preserving, and exhibiting South 

Carolina’s military material culture from the colonial era to the present, and by 

providing superior educational experiences and programming.  

 

South Carolina Department of Veteran Affairs  
 

The South Carolina Department of Veterans’ Affairs leads and enables a state-wide 

coalition of partners with an interest in Veterans to create and sustain an 

environment in which Veterans can thrive as valued and contributing members of 

the South Carolina community. A full mission statement and information on 

outreach programs can be found on their website linked above. 

 

South Carolina Humanities  
 

South Carolina Humanities' mission is to enrich the cultural and intellectual lives 

of all South Carolinians.   

  

University of Massachusetts Press 
 

Founded in 1963, the University of Massachusetts Press publishes scholarship, 

literature, and books for general readers that reflect the quality and diversity of 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-wretch-in-the-mirror-reginald-l-davis/1113651771
https://www.crr.sc.gov/
https://scdva.sc.gov/
https://schumanities.org/
https://www.umasspress.com/
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intellectual life on our campuses, in our region, and around the world. Serving 

interconnected communities of scholars, students, and citizens, the Press seeks to 

enhance and reflect the values and strengths of the University and the 

Commonwealth. UMass Press has sold more than 2,000,000 volumes since its 

inception, and currently has over 1,400 titles in print.    

 

In recent years, the Press has focused primarily on books in the field of American 

studies broadly defined—books that explore the history, politics, literature, culture, 

and environment of the United States—as well as works with a transnational 

perspective. In addition to publishing works of scholarship, the Press produces 

books of more general interest for a wider readership and launched its regional 

trade imprint, Bright Leaf in 2017.  

 

The main offices of the Press are located on the campus of UMass Amherst in East 

Experiment Station, at 671 N. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 01003. The Press also 

maintains an editorial office at UMass Boston.  

 

University of North Georgia Press 
 

The University of North Georgia Press, a scholarly, peer-reviewed press, is an 

extension of our sponsoring university, University of North Georgia. Our primary 

function is to promote education and research, with a special emphasis on 

innovative scholarship and pedagogy.   

 

We are affiliate members of the Association of University Presses. As partners with 

the Association of the United States Army (AUSA) Book program, we collect and 

publish military-themed works. Through our partnership with the University 

System of Georgia (USG), Affordable Learning Georgia (ALG), and eCore, UNG 

Press is the leading university press in the state for Open Educational 

Resources (OERs) and Open Textbooks.  

 

Our partnership with UNG provides a service-learning environment for students to 

gain real life experiences in publishing and marketing. These learning 

opportunities comprise (1) course work tied to UNG Press projects, and (2) 

internships. Students are immersed in actual book production, from acquisitions to 

editing to layout and design.  

 
 

https://ung.edu/university-press/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usg.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7CMCGANDY%40mailbox.sc.edu%7C6abf1df9f6554806f01c08dbf81791ac%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638376552359871669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GaUKLbIvRNRPrMrLiPYy%2FaKZC3%2BV03HXkG2NljmaxOQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usg.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7CMCGANDY%40mailbox.sc.edu%7C6abf1df9f6554806f01c08dbf81791ac%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638376552359871669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GaUKLbIvRNRPrMrLiPYy%2FaKZC3%2BV03HXkG2NljmaxOQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fung.edu%2Fonline-learning%2Fonline-learning-at-ung.php&data=05%7C01%7CMCGANDY%40mailbox.sc.edu%7C6abf1df9f6554806f01c08dbf81791ac%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638376552359871669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8PxRD64YNmx6Bhp5Bc65B81Tk7Mhmz5FwBxsOfACusU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwikieducator.org%2FEducators_care%2FDefining_OER&data=05%7C01%7CMCGANDY%40mailbox.sc.edu%7C6abf1df9f6554806f01c08dbf81791ac%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638376552359871669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hH6A%2BYYYiZh5zStRIu9xq6j0nLvSSUcX6nSTmTwKkjw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwikieducator.org%2FEducators_care%2FDefining_OER&data=05%7C01%7CMCGANDY%40mailbox.sc.edu%7C6abf1df9f6554806f01c08dbf81791ac%7C4b2a4b19d135420e8bb2b1cd238998cc%7C0%7C0%7C638376552359871669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hH6A%2BYYYiZh5zStRIu9xq6j0nLvSSUcX6nSTmTwKkjw%3D&reserved=0
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University of South Carolina Walker Institute of International & 

Area Studies 

The Walker Institute of International and Area Studies supports international 

teaching, research, and public affairs programming to help students and faculty see 

the world through a global lens.  

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

USC’s Department of Veterans and Military Affairs is dedicated to facilitating 

academic excellence and professional success for all military-affiliated students 

and engages with the veteran and military community on behalf of the University 

of South Carolina (USC). Veterans and Military Affairs strives to establish USC as 

the premier and preferred university choice for the veteran and military community 

throughout the Nation.   

ADVOCATING FOR JUSTICE INVOLVED VETERANS 

Veteran Reggie Davis served in the US Air Force 4-1/2 years, followed by 25 years in the 

Air Force Reserves, retiring in 2008 at the rank of Chief Master Sergeant (E-9).  He also 

worked as a civilian EMS paramedic for 33 years, retiring in 2016 as a EMS Shift 

Commander. His resume is an example of how many veterans have used their military 

experience to achieve the highest levels of success in the civilian world. His book, “The 

Wretch in The Mirror, Looks Like Me, and motivational talk are intended to inspire others, 

by sharing his personal journey as a veteran-graduate of “The School of Hard Knocks.” 

Today, Reggie’s life mission is to use his experience as a lifesaver, prevention educator, and 

mentor to help Justice Involved Veterans deal with their own hurts, habits, and hangups. His 

hope is to help them become productive members of society. 

"If you inspire people to change their hearts, they can change their minds.” 

Reggie Davis 

https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/walker_institute/
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/walker_institute/
https://www.va.gov/
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