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Lieutenant Frederick John White Published Seven 
Articles in 1841 in The United Service Journal

“Narrative, 
by Lieut. Fred. J. White, R. M., 

of His Capture and Imprisonment
by the Carlists”

The first two of seven installments



Henry White (1781-1849):Town Major of Portsmouth, 1823+
Father of Frederick John White. Shown in 1847.



Frederick Charles White (1769-1859): General in the 
Brigadier Guards. Uncle of Frederick John White.

At Left: Lieutenant Frederick Charles 
White of the 16th Buckinghamshire, 
wearing a red uniform of the 16th 
Regiment of Foot with yellow facings, 
and silver epaulette, black hat, a 
frilled white cravat and a black stock. 
Age 14. By W. K. Burton, c. 1783. 

At Right: White later in his career, an 
undated and unsigned portrait. He 
achieved the rank of General in 1837, 
and was still on active duty when he
died in 1859. Photograph from 
Lydiard Horton Papers at Columbia 
University.
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The First Carlist War (1833-1840):
The Christinos or Isabelines vs the Carlists

All photographs from Wikipedia

The Regent
Maria Christina (1806-1878)

Queen Consort of Ferdinand VII

Carlos de Borbón (1788-1855)
Son of King Charles II

Brother of Deceased King Ferdinand VII
Pretender to the Throne

Isabella II (1830-1904)
Infant Queen



Executions During the First Carlist War:
Firing Squads, Garroting, Beheadings . . .

Execution of 118 Isabeline prisoners by the 
Carlists at Heredia

Picture from 
https://www.executedtoday.com/tag/first-carlist-war/

1st Carlist War from 1833 to 1840, death 
penalty to garotte of a Carlist deputy 

accused of crime.
Photo from Art.com



The Eliot Convention of April,1835: 
The 26th at Asarta & 27th at Logroño 

Edward Eliot, 3rd Earl of St. Germans
British Secretary of Legation

Photo from https://www.eliotsofporteliot.com

Tomás de Zumalacárregui
Carlist General

Henningsen, Charles Frédéric, Mémoires sur 
Zumalacarregui et sur les premières campagnes de la 

Navarre, par C.T. (sic) Henningsen, capitaine de 
lanciers au service de don Carlos, traduit de l’anglais, 

Paris, H. Fournier, 1836, Tome I, Frontispice.

Jerónimo Valdés
Isabeline [Christino] General

1845 Engraving



White’s Journey: In and Around Basque Country
in Guipúzcoa, Alava, Burgos, Cantabria, and Vizcaya.



Chapel-Gorris [Red Caps], Volunteers for the Queen

Above: At Miranda de 
Ebro. FromWikipedia 

At Right: Chapelgorris (Leichte Infanterie der Königin). 
1838. The Vinkhuijzen collection of military uniforms. New 
York Public Library Digital Collections.



Carlist Forces from Wikipedia



Chapel-Churis 
[Txapelchurris]: White 
Caps in the Service of 

the Carlists
Crocker, Sydney et Barker, Blich, Sketches from the 

Basque provinces of Spain, London, T. Mc. Lean, 1839.



White’s Experiences on August 15, 1837
On horseback, attacked by a Carlist with a bayonet that stuck in his saddle-bow, above his thigh. White captures the bayonet, 
attacks the Carlist, leaves him to die.

In another half mile he is shot at, with the musket ball passing through his cap. His horse, while rearing, caught its fore feet 
through the reins. As white dismounted to untangle the reins, the Chapel-churi re-appeared and declared White a prisoner.

White tried to remount his horse, overshot the saddle, and fell, seriously hurting his back. He surrendered himself.

On the march, the Chapel-churis took away White’s jacket and traded his shirt for a filthy one they later stole.

At the caserio of Colonel Don Manuel Ibero, soldiers pointed muskets at White’s face and breast, searched inside his pants, 
and spanked him so hard he became nauseous. They tied him to a tree and again threatened to shoot him. 

He was interrogated by the Colonel, then sent on a march towards Tolosa. The soldiers attempted to steal his boots, and later 
took his horse.

 



White’s Twelve Days in Tolosa: August 16-27,1837 
& Entry to Prison at Ataun

At Tolosa, White was attacked by a group of women who pricked him with pins and needles, “to test the blood of a 
heretic”—likely infecting him with tuberculosis. 

Having washed and secured a shirt, White was interrogated by the Captain-General of the Province, establishing his 
identity. His shirt, cravat & jacket were restored.

He tarried “on parole” in Tolosa for twelve days, hoping for a release, and was treated well. On leaving Tolosa, he 
expected to be led to the French border and issued a passport, but was instead marched to the “depôt for officers, 
prisoners of war” at Atuan.

The prison abode was “a dungeon-looking place, about thirty feet by ten, with three windows—two of which were 
garnished with pretty formidable iron bars,” with prisoners housed upstairs. 

Prison rations amounted to “half a pound of bread and a like weight of beef” (valued at three pence), which were 
handed over to a patrona who would, for five reals a day (about one shilling and sixpence) provide three meals a day: 
“chocolate for breakfast, my dinner at noon, and supper at eight, P. M.” and for three reals daily “a bed, table, and 
chair.” 



Close-Up Map of the Basque Region Where Frederick John 
White was Captured by the Carlists

White’s original journey from Pasages to Oyarzun via Renteria on 
August 15, 1837, in Guipuzcoa. He loses his way on the return trip, and 
is attacked and captured near Oyarzun.

August 16:  Stops at Hernani, Urieta. 

August 16-27: At Tolosa, headquarters for Don Bartolomeo Guibelaldi, 
the Commandant-General of Guipuzcoa. Attacked by local women 
with pins and needles

August 28: Marched through Alegria, Beasian, and Villafranca on the 
Camino Real, then southeast through Lascano to Ataun, the prison 
depôt for officer prisoners of war. 



Rations and Near Starvation
Adjusting to the cooking of the local padronas. White disliked garlic!

By October 3, 1837, rations had not been issued for six days, then consisted of “3 ounces of salt fish and two 
ounces of Avituela” which he described as “French beans in the state they are, used for seed in England”

On March 22, 1838, rations again were absent for two days. The prisoners on the 24rd received salt fish and 
beans while the Carlist soldiers feasted on bullock and goat seized at a local farm.

By April 1 the prisoners had been without rations for eight days, and were cooking snails collected from the 
walls, stewed with a few bread crumbs and rancid oil. They watched the soldiers eat cats and rats.

By the time of their release in June, 1838, the prisoners were supplementing whatever rations were 
available with frogs and fish caught in the crevices of rocks near the river bed.



The Lack of Financial Resources
The British Paymaster at Paságes, Lieutenant Watson, was inconsistent in sending White the pay to 
which he was entitled.

White was lent money by “Don Miguel Porral, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to his (soi-
distant) Catholic Majesty,” and by a Tolosa merchant, Gasqui.

A Commandant, claiming prisoners were only allowed $5, took $20 of $25 sent to White by the 
British consul, Mr. Harvey.

On May 7, 1838, a Baron de los Valles, known to friends of White’s in England, insisted on “the loan 
of two Louis” [Louis d’or]. The Baron went to see the PayMaster, who finally sent clothing and 
promised to review the pay bills he claimed not to have seen. By then White was embarrassed by the 
size of his debt to the patrona.

At the time of his liberation, White also had debts to settle at Lascano, which he paid with interest.



Ongoing Threats to White’s Life & Safety

White abandoned all thoughts of escape when he realized escapees who “have had a fatal termination are 
not wanting.

December 4 & 10, 1837: “Fifteen of our number have been secretly warned to prepare for a wretched end; 
myself and Steward are included. . . . The chaplain has told the Colonels, desiring that it may not be 
divulged to the rest, that fifteen of the officers here are to be shot. Our feelings will be better imagined 
than described”

January 4, 1838: His friend Steward was flogged, and confined in the dungeon.

New prisoners routinely told tales of terror and brutality.



Primitive Living Conditions and 
Lack of Medical Care. 

Prisoners had to pay for their beds and furniture
The prison depot was not heated or weather-proofed
There was no glass on the windows. 
The roof leaked, leaving prisoners with wet clothing and bedding.
White had only a shirt and white trousers for the winter, his jacket and coat stolen by “the late 
Commandant.” White was left a cloak by Mazarro, a released prisoner.
Typhus was rampant, took 600 lives in the prisons.
The hospital was in deplorable condition, residents were unwashed, unclad, and starving. Sheets were 
covered with flies, and fleas covered the floor. Prisoner patients paid for their own medicine. There were no 
doctors. 75% of the patients died that winter.
White suffered for weeks with a “nettle rash”---hives, weals, welts, urticaria.
White and other officers were allowed limited perambulations
White did have his sketch book, and the men fashioned a chess set from scraps of candle wax



Nine Months of Dashed Hopes of Exchange

White on a dozen occasions wrote about potential and actual prisoner exchanges, providing details of the 
exchanges of his prison friends, and his own dashed hopes of an exchange.

The Carlists overrated his rank in their requests for an exchange of “equals”---with the embarrassment of 
not being valued as much by the Christinos as the Carlists thought he would be.

Exchange was announced on June 13 or 14, 1838

White was disappointed to leave without his sketch book



Journey to Prisoner Exchange & Early Aftermath

June 21, A memorable date

June 21:
A Memorable Date

1838: Exchange of 
Frederick John White

1813: Wounding of 
Henry White in Battle of 
Vittoria, Napol3onic Wars



Members of the British Auxiliary Legion at Vittoria in 1837
From a contemporary lithograph by John West Giles



Part Two of the Journey Towards the 
Regiment

Cilleruelo de
Bezana



Part Three of the Journey Towards the 
Regiment

Villarcayo



Part Four of the Journey Towards the Regiment: By Sea, 
Santander to San Sebastian, Short Passage to Paságes

Pasages



China War Medal Awarded to Lieutenant White for 
Participation in the First Anglo-Chinese War (1839–42)



Description of a View of the Island and Bay of Hong Kong: 
Now Exhibiting At the Panorama, Leicester Square.

Robert Burford, Frederick John White, and Henry Courteney Selous. 1844. 
 



Leicester Square Panorama: 
The Scenes Were Painted to Surround Viewers



Christ’s Hospital c. 1770, with the Tower of Christ 
Church Greyfriars at Right. By William Henry Toms. 
 https://londontraveller.org/2013/02/13/bradshaws-hand-book-to-london-second-days-route-continued-district-iv/



The Middlesex Hospital: Seen From the South. 
Wood Engraving, 1837.
Image from the Wellcome Collection, Reference: 38609i

 



Frederick John White Died of Phthisis and Scrofulous Disease 
of the Knees = Tuberculosis of the Lungs and Knees

A Modern Medical Illustration of a Tuberculous Knee
From “Synovial chondromatosis combine with synovial tuberculosis of knee joint: a case Report” from BMC Pediatrics



Two Examples of White’s Work from the Chinese Period

A Scene of Oriental Boats and Figures, Watercolour High Priest of the Porcelain
Tower of Nanking, 1845



Domus Dei, Hospital of Saint Nicholas and Saint John the Baptist, 
Almshouse and Hospice: The Royal Garrison Church, Portsmouth

The Royal Garrison Church Building
After WWII bombing

Photography N. Chadwick



Among the Monuments at The Royal Garrison Church, Portsmouth. 
Composed by George Francis White, Who Miscalculated His Age

TO THE MEMORY OF
HENRY WHITE Esq.

Captain and Town Major of
Portsmouth . . .

Also
To the Memory of

Lieut. FREDERICK JOHN WHITE
of the Royal Marine Corps

4th Son of the above, who died
4th Oct 1854. Aged 39 Years.

chiefly from the effects of Active Service
in various parts of the globe.
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