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Importance of Forest Appreciation Projects 

Virginia is a timber producing state. Because of this we also have a 
large number of industries producing products made from wood. The paper and 
furniture industries use large amounts of wood from our forests each year. As 
our population increases we will need more and more trees for the many products 
manufactured from wood. With more timber available for industries to use, more 
wood-using industries will move into Virginia. 

Unfortunately, most of our woodlands are not producing the right kind of 
trees or the best quality of timber. Neither are they producing as much timber 
per acre as they could. The result of this is that timberland owners are not 
getting nearly as much income from their forest land as they do from their crops 
and pastures. 

Not all of us have woodlands to manage nor do we have open land to plant. 
However, as citizens of a state in which forestry is so important we should be­
come acquainted with the value of forests to all of us, whether or not we own 
timber land. 

In addition, the study of trees can be a most fascinating hobby. Not only 
can we learn to identify trees but we can also study their uses, how their seeds 
are spread, and many other interesting things about them. 

The projects in Forest Appreciation may be taken by boy or girl, rural or 
city club member. They will open up an exciting new field of study for 4-H 
members. 

Description of Forest Appreciati'on Projects 

1. Forest Appreciation I - "Introduction to Forestry," V.P.I. Record Book 
29 (R.B. 28 is designed for younger 4-H members taking this project). 
This is the beginning project in 4-H forestry. It should be taken by 
all 4-H members who want to get acquainted with our forests as well as 
those who plan to take other forestry projects. By taking this project 
you will learn what a forest is, the value of forests to all of us and 
some of the forest enemies. You will also learn how to identify the 
common trees in your local community. 

2. Forest Appreciation II - "Individual Tree Studies," V.P.I. Record Book 
39. We all know that trees go through many changes each year - on our 
hardwood trees the leaves come out in the spring, flowers and fruit are 
formed, growth takes place during the summer months and the leaves change 
their color and drop in the autumn. Most of these events take place in 
conifers also but are not so noticeable. The purpose of this project is 
to watch these things on selected trees throughout the year. It can 
become one of the most fascinating tree hobbies. 
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3. Forest Appreciation III - "Tree Identification," V.P.I. Record Book 44. 
4-H members who have taken Forest Appreciation I - "Introduction to 
Forestry," have learned to identify ten trees. In almost every part of 
Virginia, even in the cities, there are from 25 to 50 species of trees 
which can be identified. This project is designed for you if you wish 
to learn to identify most or all of the trees in your neighborhood. In 
addition to making a collection of leaves you will also make a collection 
of tree twigs to help in your identification. 

4 . Forest Appreciation VI - "Readings in Forest Conservation," V.P.I. Record 
Book 65. Many 4-H members enter public speaking, essay, and poster 
contests. In many of these contests the subject is some phase of 
conservation. In others you may choose your own subject. This project 
makes available information to use in such a contest. If you do not 
wish to enter contests, you may still take and complete this project 
by giving a talk on what you have learned about forest conservation be­
fore a group. 
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Forest Appreciation VI 

"Readings in Forest Conservation" 

by 

William A. McElfresh 
Extension Specialist, 4-H 

Objective of Project 

The objective of this project is to provide a means whereby a club 
member who is interested in the broad field of forest conservation may read 
and study articles and books on the subject. The project will be of special 
value to members who wish to enter essay, speaking or poster contests on the 
subject of forest conservation. 

Requirements 

1. Read at least 10 of the bulletins or articles listed in this project 
book. 

2. Make an entry in an essay or poster contest, or enter a public speaking 
contest on the subject of forest conservation, or speak on a phase of 
the subject at a meeting other than a 4-H club. 

3. Complete project record book. 

Awards 

Club members who have completed this project may compete with other 
club members for a county forestry award. 
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REQUIREMENT NO. l - Read at least 10 of the following publications or articles 
and check the ones you have read. 

Title 

General publications ~ forestry 

1. Virginia's Renewable Natural Resource 
Potential. Publication 39. V.P.I. 

2. Forestry in Virginia. Publication 50. 
V.P.I. 

3. Highlights in the History of Forest 
Conservation·. AB 83. U.S. Forest 
Service. 

4. Tree Farming in Virginia. Publication 209. 
V.P.I. 

5. Why Leaves Change Color. Publication 185. 
V.P.I. 

6. How A Tree Grows. Publication 186. V.P.I. 

7. It's A Tre~ Country. Am. Forest Institute. 

8. How To Make The Most Money From Your Trees. 
Southern Pulpwood c ·onservation Associa­
tion. 

9. Forests From Idle Land - ~Planting Guide. 
Publication 65. Va. Division of Forestry. 

10. What To Look For In Growing Trees. Leaflet 
169. V.P.I. 

11. Forest Patterns - Beauty and Use. PA-679. 
U.S. Forest Service .. 

12. How Trees Get Their Names. Leaflet 118. 
V.P.I. 

13. What We Get From Forest Land. Publication 
183. V.P.I. 

Forests and Water 

14. Your Water Supply and Forests. AB 305. 
U.S. Forest Service. · 

Obtainable from 
Extension Agent 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

no( 1) 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

Check here 
if read 

( 1) 
Order by postcard or letter from American Forest Institute, 1835 K Street, 
N.W., Washington, D. C. 20006. 
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Title 
~~-

Obtainable from 
Extension Agent 

15. Forests and the Natural Water Cycle. yes 
Publication 192. V.P.I. 

16. Forests and Water. Publication 187. V.P.I. yes 

17. It's Time We Face America's Water Problem. 
Caterpillar Tractor Co. 

18. Conservation and the Water Cycle. AB 326. 
Soil Conservation Service, U.S.D.A. 

19. What You Can Do About Water Pollution. 
CWA-8. Federal Water Pollution Control 
Administration, U.S.D.I. 

Forest Products 

yes 

yes 

yes 

20. How Our Forests Service Us. Publication 190. yes 
V.P.I. 

21. What We Get From Trees. Publication 195. 
V.P.I. 

22. Making Paper From Trees. Publication 191. 
V.P.I. 

23. Logging and the Production of Lumber. 
Publication 194. V.P.I. 

24. Edible Fruits of Forest Trees. Publication 
184. V.P.I. 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

25. Wonders of the Southern Woodlands. Southern yes 
Pulpwood Conservation Association. 

26. Versatile Hardwood Plywood. Hardwood Plywood yes 
Manufacturers Association. 

27. The Story of Hardboard. American Forest Inst. 

28. The Story of Lumber. American Forest Institute. 

29. The Story of Pulp and Paper. American Forest 
Institute. 

Forest and Wildlife 

30. Forests and Wildlife. Publication 188. V.P.I. yes 

31. What the Forester Does for Wildlife. 0-13. yes 
U. S. Forest Service. 
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Title 

Forest Enemies 

32. Protecting the Forests from Fire. AB 130. 
U.S. Forest Service. 

33. Forest and Flame in the Bible. PA-93. U.S. 
Forest Service. 

34. You and Forest Fires. PA-64. U.S. Forest 
Service. 

35. Enemies of the Forests. Publication 189. 
V.P.I. 

36. Oak Wilt in Virginia. Circular 621. V.P.I. 

37. Bugs, Blights, Blazes - Enemies of the 
Southern Forest. Southern Pulpwood 
Conservation Association. 

Forest Recreation 

38. The Appalachian Trail. Misc. Pub. 951. U.S. 
Forest Service. 

Obtainable from 
Extension Agent 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

39. Virginia's Common Wealth. Citizens Committee yes 
for the Virginia Outdoors Plan. 

40. Backpacking in the National Forest Wilderness.. yes 
A Family Adventure. PA-585. U.S. Forest 
Service. 

Working in Forestry 

41. Careers in Forestry. Misc. Pub. 249. U.S. 
Forest Service. 

42. In Your Service - The Work of Uncle Sam's 
Forest Rangers. AB 136. U.S. Forest 
Service. 

43. Opportunity in Forest Service Management 
Careers. PA-535. U.S. Forest Service. 

44. A Job with the Forest Service - A Guide to 
Nonprofessional Employment. Misc. Puh. 
843. U.S. Forest Service. 

45. So You Want To Be A Forester? The American 
Forestry Association. 
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yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 
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Check here 
if read 

---



In addition to the booklets, leaflets, and publications on the previous 
pages many books are also available on forest conservation. The list of 
current and recommended books exceed space for listing them. If you would 
like further references, please order MT-62, Book List for Conservation Topics 
and Study, through your local Cooperative Extension Office. This list includes 
20 forest conservation references and many references on other phases of 
conservation. List below any which you read. 

Books ! Have Read 

1. 
Title Author 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Note: There are many other books and magazines with articles on forestry. 
Ask your teacher or librarian for them. For wildlife articles see 
Virginia Wildlife. 
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REQUIREMENT NO. l. - Tell whether you prepared an essay, talk, or poster; 
its subject; and where it was presented. What was audience reaction if 
a talk? Did you receive an award and if so, what was it? 
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NOTES: 

9 



J 

RENEWABLE 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

forestry• wildlife •fisheries• utiliza lion• marketing 
outdoor recreation- tourism• management •economics 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012

