










































































flaming VT is lit and then burned into the Alumni lawn by
the hotel. Originally the flaming VT was carried through the
streets before it reached the hotel. Now it is carried out to the
lawn by freshmen and sophomore cadets, raised above the
lawn, and lighted by the Hotel Company Commander using

a torch that has been around since Hotel 04.

Football comprises many of the newer traditions on campus,
but what about the oldest traditions at VI? The Corps of
Cadets is responsible for all the original traditions. It could
be argued that the Corps is a tradition in itself. Starting in
1872, when the university was founded, the Corps of Cadets
was established, and it mandated participation by all students.
[t was only in 1964 that the Corps of Cadets became voluntary.
Currently, VT is one of only three public universities in the
country with both an active Corps and civilians attending the
same school. Unlike many of the civilians on campus, the
Corps members are quite active in maintaining the traditions
of VT so that they don’t die off. The traditions and the
brotherhood, which is maintained within the Corps, are two

of the major reasons why people join. Recently the Corps has
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been changing slightly each year, and there is a sentiment
among many of the Corps members that they want the old

Corps ways back.

Many of the traditions in the Corps are at the company level,
each company having its own unique set of traditions. The
Corps together is called the regiment. The regiment is divided
into Battalions which are further divided into companies
comprised of 20 cadets apiece. When freshmen arrive they
are split amongst the different companies and become “bud
classes.” They are not allowed to associate with any class
except their own, which creates a close-knit bud class. After
freshman year, the cadets get shuffled around into different
companies than they started in, and the new company is their
company for the rest of their time at Tech. Each company has
their own initiation rituals each member has to go through at

the beginning of their time with that company.

A newer tradition, for the Corps, is the Caldwell march.
Addison Caldwell was the first student to enroll at Virginia
Continued on page 8
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Tech, and he hiked 26 miles from Jefferson Forest. The
freshmen do the first half of the march after they have
completed their first six weeks of training, and at the end of
the year before the changing of the command the entire Corps

completes the second half.

By looking at a cadet, it can be easily determined by the
uniform whether or not the cadet is a freshman. All freshmen
cadets wear white rat belts instead of black belts with the
uniforms. After the Change of Command ceremony, where
the freshmen are turned into upperclassmen at the end of April,
the freshmen are allowed to start wearing black belts.
Previously the Corps used to partake in a tradition called “belt
wars” in which the freshmen would put the belt into their

mouth and would be dragged around by upperclassmen.

The Skipper, heard at football games and other events, is a
cannon built in part by Homer Hickam and Alton Harper to
outshine the cannon at VMI. It is named Skipper after former
president John F. Kennedy, who was a skipper of a PT-boat,
and who had recently been assassinated. The Skipper’s first
use blew out the windows of the VMI press booth during the

annual VT vs. VMI game. Since then, it has been a staple at

football games, formations, and fireworks displays.

There are also several memorials around campus honoring
various cadets. There are 8 pylons on the War Memorial
Chapel, each one representing one Corps value. On the pylons
are the names of the alumni who have served our country.
The large stone in the center honors those who have received
the Congressional Medal of Honor. On the upper quad, at the
base of the flag pole resides a WWI Memorial with the names
of all VT graduates who died in war. Cadets salute this
memorial as they pass.

Also, the class ring at VT is special. Each year the ring
committee designs a completely unique ring. They all have a
few common elements integrated into the design, but each
incorporates different elements representing customs and
distinct memories of the particular class. Each ring has a
screaming eagle incorporated into it with other symbols
representing VT’s military heritage, campus buildings, and
the class logo and motto, to name a few. Virginia Tech is one

of only a few schools with a unique class ring each year.

Ring Dance is one of VT’s most renowned and anticipated

At left, the Color Guard. At right, the Skipper cannon, a staple at football games, formations, and fireworks displays.
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There are 8 pylons on the War Memorial Chapel, each one representing one Corps value. On the pylons are the names

of the alumni who have served our country. The large stone in the center honors those who have received the

Congressional Medal of Honor.

traditions for the entire student body. This past year the 70th
anniversary of Ring Dance was celebrated. Ring Dance each

year is a special time for the current junior class in general,

but more specifically for the junior cadets. In the middle of

the dance, the junior cadets form a saber arch under which
freshmen escort in their junior’s dates. After all the dates are
escorted into the room, the ring exchange for everyone at the
dance begins, while Moonlight VPI, a song written for this
particular occasion, is sung. The Corps members are not
allowed to see their class rings until that night. There is a

superstition that if the junior cadet sees their ring before the

dance, either they or their date (depending on the gender of

the cadet) will get pregnant. The freshman cadet for each of

the junior cadet’s dates makes sure to hold onto the ring and

not to let the junior see it.

During the middle of the dance a pig is released by the
freshmen cadets. Originally, the freshmen released the pig to
try to ruin the dance because they were mad that they weren’t
invited. Since then, it has become a long-standing tradition.

After the dance, fireworks are displayed at midnight over the

drillfield, while “Silver Taps™ is played from the top of War

Memorial.

Another lasting tradition at Tech is the usage of Hokie Stone
in most of the buildings. Hokie stone is a limestone that is
native to the southwest Virginia/Tennessee/Alabama area.
Virginia Tech operates its own quarry, and since the 1950s it
has been a requirement to incorporate Hokie Stone into every
building. The upper quad contains the original part of campus
made out of red brick. The Performing Arts Building was the

first building to contain Hokie Stone.

Departments also observe their own traditions. An engineering
department tradition is that in Randolph, students rub the nose
of the statue of Randolph in the main lobby for good luck

before they have a test.

There have been many new traditions made and some old

traditions lost, but the current traditions should be maintained
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and carried through for generations to come.
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