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leaders are trained individually, and a larger nusber of
project lesders are appointed from sach club, so that at
laast one out of three will be able to attend tralning
sestings.

Insufficient secretarial assistance is still a probles,
This has prevented a number of letters or reports from

gotting out of the office on time.

In light of the 1957 experiences, we are hopling that

next years work can Le strengthensd by contimuing to work
on goals not yet attalned, Such goals are better 4.8
leadership, more county-wide activities and better result

dewonstr.tions.




produce better working conditions with in the offloce for all
concerned.

if LOOK AHZAD-

Ine 1952 progras of work made very definite contributions

toward better rural living. It improved the adult and 4.H
knowlsdge of better home making practices. This was done
though method and result demonstrations, persenal centacts,
and group meetings and bullenting, From request sent in to
4«8 and H D planning seeting, it is evident that basic needs,
general interest, and goals selectsd did show that the people
are sager to see and experience better rural living. Observing
the number of improvesents made toward comvenient and
attractive homes, improved llets, better housing, and bLetter
dressed rural people, it is felt tiat the extension influence
in the entire county is growing.

While considering lack of progress, first on the list i»
ingufficient leaders to work with 4.H members. This too
present a probles when lesders are expected to chaperon
delegates to 4l sotivities out side of the county. These
include the #ild Life Conference and State Short Course.
Delegates were never sent alone, but u/;r‘:.a resulted in the
same leader attending year after year,

Toe fact that about 3/4 of the lesders work outside of the
home in an attempt to supplement the family income it has been

Gquites a problem scheduling leader tralning meetings. JNow more
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Usperal Public - Publicized all county and special interest
meotings., Wrote news articles and feature stories of
accomplishaents.

Uther Frofessional “grisrs - Attended monthly meetings regulariy
Requested thelr assistince when necessary. Secured information
from thes on subjects in thelr speciasl fields when necessary.

Cooperated as much »s possible with the exchange of services,

X. PROFESSIONAL INPROVEMENT
Three professional magazines are received and read sonthly,
Other professional publications are studied, 1 attended the
State Short Course, Farm and Home Week Conference and Oarden
Lovers Conference on days that subjects of specific interest
vas Leing discussed. Also attended the comsunications Sehocls

in Octover.

IOVEAENTS OF OFFICA AND WORKING COMDITIONS

Numerous laproveaents have been made toward better working

conditions in this office with in the past year, iret, no
longer doss the part time Secretary, farm wnd home agesot have
to share one desk for working. One desk has been moved in

from the County Agents office, and an imvoles has been received
for ancther to be delivered soon. Two chairs have been added,

& typeuriter, and a telepbone installed. Otber items on
involce to be delivered soon, are costumer, waste basket, letter
tray and bullentin rack. «ith items received and the list

of those awalting delivery, we are certain that they will
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VIII, COCPERATIVE WONK WITH OTHER AGENCISS
1. Civilian Uefenge - Club mesbers wers sncouraged to ofler
tieir services to the program, and to attend all schools and
classes Liat were ofiered that would be of service to them.
The Defense Coordinator is called apon for clarification on

materiuls vhen necessary.

4, Farm and Howe Adminstration - Special sssistance was givea

to families cooperating when requested. Possible clients were
the

sent to/agency. Regular monthly meetings are held with the

F. H. A. representative to keep informed of avallable services.
J. Civic Organizations - As discussed in the County Home
Soconomics Lommittlee meeting, all loval hose demonstration

club presidents encourige their members to becose reglistered
voters,

4. Public Heglth - Circular letters were prepared from information
received and was sent to the heslth leaders. The leaders
were used to inform the community and general public of what
ever drive was on, such as: Red Cress, Tuberculosis and March
of Vimes.

Ix. PROGILSS 1IN DEVELOPING GOCD PUBLIC RELATIONS with:

A. Co-workers attended conferences and group meetings and
discussed the general program. They were lavited to progras
planning meetings as well as special asctivities. e exchanged
demonstration materials as well as rendered assistence in and

out of the county.
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In 1958, construction work began on improving Route 301 on

wihich the w»rights home is located, In order to makes the road

improvements, s little more then § scre, of land was purchased

from the family. With the sale of the § ascre, immediste pluns
vere made to invest the money into home improvement. As &
result, in Octobar the home was completely remodeled. lmprove-
ments made were as follows: Roof and exterior of house painted
and a cinder block under-pinning added, A back porch has been
converted intv & modern kitchen and & bathroom added with a
complete water system. New ocak floors were put in two bed
rooms, living room and dindng room. The front poreh was
screened and & cement floor and steps added. The walls of the
dining room were refinished and two mew pleces of fwniture
added to the open stock pleces on hund. The kitchen wood range
was replaced with electric stove. The Wrights besmed s
they stated "just isagine the saorifice of a little more than
§ acre of our land has Just sbout coversd the cost of our
entire remodeling Job." They also stated that their next geal
is to landscape the front yard,
Acitivities and .coomplishments of outstanding Club,

(Refer to Article B. pages 25 & 26)
Significant ichievement of Extension work -

#ith the county federation goal beiaz ".etter housing" it
is felt that the most significant achdevement made 1o 1958 has
been in housing. For tils refer te Article D-) pages 14 4 15

and Article - pages Y 4 N,
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county tour in 1956 on "Better Housing." It was st this time
that she served as & result desonstrator for & complete water
water system. During this project, & bathroom was added to
the house, kitchen modernized with the purchase of water system,

water heater, electric range and cabinets. A brick siding was

put on the house and new front and back perches added. The

lawn «as seeded and drive way improved, Her home and
surroundings, ss well as bher natural sbility to lead, stands
out as a gulding light not only in her comsunity but in the
county as a whole,
Activities and Accomplishments of an ocutstandircg family w—
Kr, & Wrs, Luther Wright of dgute 2, Petarsburg, say well
be chosen as the outstanding family for 1958. They are both
active and very Scoperative with the extension program. MNrs.
srights leadership abllity bhus adied much to the success of
the progras in her community, HNrs. sright is & sember of the
County Advisory Sosrd, a housing project leader for the lvy
Leaf Club, a member of the Community Improvesent Club, and &
commitiee mesber for the family records for the community
club, She alse serves as treasurer of the Ivy Leaf H D Club,
Six years ago Mr, & Mrs. sright purchesed % acres of land
and & & room house in the Providence Comsunity. This wes
purchased at a very ressonsble price fron an Uncle., Savings
for the purchase had accusulsted from Mr, Wright's checks

while atteadin . Ysteruns classes in night school,




l!' club: tgs, held by ldr. w/out agt, 2

No, club Stgs, leaders sssisted )

Mo, demonstration given by adult ldrs, 22

Ko, demongtrations given by Jr, ldrs, J 8

5. oung Mex and Women's Club (Nons)

1956 1955 1956 1957 1958

No, club offigers

No, leaders or spongors - - -

Activities and Accomplishments of outstanding leader

Krs. Odessa wynn, of Houte 2, Spring (Urove is chosen as the
outstanding leader in 1958, Frs. aynn serves as president of
bher club, program development leader, and project leader in
clothing. Sbe also serves as a cosmunity representative for
the County Advisory BSoard, and was elected President of the
Home “conomiocs Flanning Committee. She [inds the tise to carry
out her dutles % evch of these capacities quite thoroughly,
aside from her duties of teaching school. It was through her
initiative and untiring efforts that the accomplishments of the
Burrowsville home demonstration club was made to the extent
that they were chosen the outstanding club of the year. (Refer
to article B. pages 25 & 26.)

Krs. “ymn has also served as a result desonstrater for her

comsunity. Her home was one of the homes visited on the
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Home Usmonstration Club Lesdership (continued)

o meell %) n s

No, training weeting Ly otiers

t ir 18

No, meetings held without agesuts
No. meetingy leaders agsigted

] \ A [

Talks sod digcus by leader

3¢ Overall Iouth Leaders

(Org. leaders for County
Youth Counecil)

4. G-l Clud Leadersuip

Ko, Club officers
No, Adult project leaders

So, Junior projsct leaders

No, result demonstrations
%0, Trainiog mectings Ly specialist
Sg, training meetings by dist. I
No. training meetings by agegt
Mo, training meetings by club dept
No trainiong weetings by others
Attendance idr adn t

No, 4= lesders trsined individually
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members. This has alded the attempt to improve or becefit
from ssch activity and also to keep the interest of the mesbers.
J. Subject “atter leaders have meant a great deal to the
program by assisting the agent in giving information, securing

records, as well s glving method demonstrations,

4. Fedsration Program of sork Chairman is selected by the County

Home Lemonstration Comdtéese. During the past two yesars, the
chalrman hos worked directly with the project leader from ssch
comsunity on "Better Housing." In some cosmunitiss it was done
through commnity projects, while others worked on it as 2
part of their regular monthly subject satter. Result
demonstrators, home visite, lectures, discuscsions and
illastrative materials were used to stimulate a desire fo
improvesent.,

Orowth of lLeadersnip
1. Overall Progras Leaders (lll“dnllltit)ml
lsaders for County Xxt. Service Hoard) 33 15

2, Home Demonstration Club lLeade ship

1956 198




club mesbers are exiremely happy about the project. While
they learned nou/:z the job, they received a great deal of
satisfaction in realising how happy Mrs. Jones the present
owner would be the night she would make the presentatiom,
Futher publicity of home demonstration work was done in
this community on Sunday October 19. A program was beld at
the Morning Star Baptist Church at 3:00 P.M. The purpose of
the program was to furnish specific information on Extecsion
practices, clubs activities, goals and accomplishments lor
1958, Foods, clothing and home improvement leaders gave theis
duties. They discussed their role in the current program for
which had assumed leadership. They presented goals as set wp

by the county, and the results obtained in the form of &

panel., The program development leader gave & report in the club

comsunity project. Commendable comments were sasde by several

visitors. lhere were approximately 85 persons in attendance.
EADERSHIP

Contributions of the following leaders to the program.

1. Organizstional leasders were responsible for genersl club

sctivities, and in seelng that the cludb meeting were carried

on in the correct parlimentary manner. They have done & very

good job in the program by plecing stress on better organised

clubs.

2. Progras development leaders have succeeded after sach

program in receiving general criticisme or approvals from the
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Scope of Weork (continued)

Ho Home Ug, Committes

Ko, Usneral laterest Committee

o, Touth Committees

il r e tions

o, Farm & Home Dev, Famillies 2
Yo, t (asilies res 244 | 260 225 | 227
N9, otber families reached 244 2 222 ) 227

B. What was done to increase scope of work and to publicise
howe demonstration work,

Community projects played an important role in publising
howe demonstration work. The Burrowsville home demcastration
club selected two projects for the year., The first was mall
box lmprovement. As a result of the project, of the )5 families
in the comsunity, 31 of these palnted the mall box, and post,
and put on mame signs. This was done during a 6 month campagin.
T he second project was refinishing & chair. The chair had

been owned Dy a mesber of L o community for about 35 years.

The owner & one time very active leader of community setivities

has been confined to & wheel chalr for 15 yesars with both lege
asputsted and sightless. Upon her request, the club agreed to
refinish the upholstered chalr, that she may pess it to & very

special friend as & house warming gift. The home demonstratice
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record book.

3. National 48 Week Clebration- was held on comsunity Duses.

Two of the four clubs held their monthly meetings jointly that
weok. Parents and friends were invited to attend. The
enrcllment [rom these two clubs represented twenty-one
different faxilies. Parents or friends from sixteen of these
attended, After the guest observed a regular 4.“ meeting
including a demonstration, games were played for all and
refresliments served,

Two other clubs that meet in the schools, held their
seotings later in the sonth. Zach of these assigned s special
committee to secure permission that the school &f club could
put up & display on the bullentin board for the week,

4. Achievement Day - was to be held jolntly with the howme
desongtration clubs in Movember. Because of their change in
schedule, the aschievement day is planned for Jaunuary 1).

Young Mem and Women's work (None)

SCOPE OF WORK

A,

Bo, H. D, clubs of groups

Yowborghip
Ho, M-8 olube
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the Loving Union and Union Braneh clubs and lesders. This
was bheld at J. 5. J, Moore High Schoel. On June 11, Niss
Barrow, another speclialist from the Power Company, conducted
a4 second group of demonstrations for the msesbers from the
two clubs on selecting the types of lamps for reading,
correct lighting for other tasks, and the proper plicement
or arrangement of lights for each.
RASULTS -

Nineteen girls enrclled, 14 of these completed the project.
Of the )9 boys and girls that was enrolled, 37 of these attended
beoth of the special meetings conducted by the Virginia Elsetrie
representatives. Seven boys and girls gave a demonstration at
the State Short Course on "Correct and Incorrect Lights for
Studying.” One girl entered the State elsctric contest.

Other Activities -

1. &8 Outing - Edghty-six 4.8 members and leaders charted a

bus on July 26, for the annual outing. This year the growp

went to Bay Shore in Buckree Feach, Virginia, This activity
As sponsored sach year as 3 fors of recreation by the 4H
council. Council funds realised, are used for delegates
expenses to the State #wild Life Conference.

2, State Short Course and Wild Life Conference — The Agent and
leaders assisted clubs in securing and making uniforms for
delegates. In order that a delegate be gqualified to attend,

their project work has to e uwp to date including their
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importance of the project, It was carried by the two clubs
that meet in schools. At each meeting the sembers wvere
checked on points covered in the previous meeting.

RESULTS-

There were 138 girls enrolled in the health project. Ninety

one of these completed, OUne girl was entered into the State
contest, Very appreciable improvements were made in the members
grooming habits, This comment was made by each of the class
room teshcers under whom the mesbers were enrolled, Considerabls
Amprovements were made on the "how do you rate sheet" that
was scored several times during the project,
2, Electric (Unit 1) Objectives

1. To teach more about electricty

2. To tesch its practical uses in the home and on the farm

3. To improve, or study correct lighting in the home,
METHODS

Leaders were trained to assist agent in project werk,
Special assistance was requested of a representative of the
Virginia Electric Power Company for talks, discussions,
demonstrations and circular saterials. Talks and demonstrations
were given at regular meetings, in one home home demonstration
meeting, and at the State ‘L Course,

On Febwruary 6, Mr. Trice, & specialist from the Virginia
Elsetric Power Company conducted demonstrations on types,

construction and repairing service cords for sesbers of both
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2. County Youth Comaittess - (Not organised)

3. County 4. Council - The council is composed of officers

and leaders from esch 4-H club, It held two meetings during

the year for the purpose of training officers, discussing
mesbers special responsibllities, and for saking plans to
oarry out activities, These plans included fund raising
sctivities, selecting delegates and county activities. A
sember of the L4.H Council met with the County Agricultural
Board to report on the 48 activities,

&. All Sturs - (No such group)

« Honor Club- (Mo such group)

6. Project Flanning Committes - is composed of mesbers fros
all clubs. ‘he Committes which consist of 4.l asabers, adult
leaders, a junior represectative to the Coumty Agricultural
Board, and the Agents, planned the ovesall program. This
program was planned based on suggestions coming in from all
clubs as to their needs and interest. The committes alse
made sugestions and set up the award system of recogrition
for outstanding work.

4etl Froject “ork -

Health (Individual) Objectives
1. To tesch the meaning of good health
2. 1o teach health habits for keeping well and happy
J. To teach the proper care of the body

METHOUS -

Hembers were lnformed as to project requiresents and the
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made as follows: living room wall papered, curtains
purchased, heating system and a new water aystem ilanstalled,
and a refrigerator purchased. The family has isproved the
possibilities of adequate meals through the cultivation of
& year round garden, food preservation in the freeser, and
adequate poultry and milk supply.

Short term goals include raising more live-stock, repairing
out bullding and completing Dasement renovations, Last sumeer
the family declided that they would bulld & new dwelling using
the present basement foundation. On Novesber 6, Mise Mary B,
Settle, Housing Speclalist came into the county and visited
the Yooden family. After lstering to their wishes and needs
as expressed by Mrs. ‘codan, the Specialist then bLegan to
search though house plans that say be adopted to thelr needs.
After selecting a fow of these, various points were discussed
on each plan, and they were left with the famlly to make their
chodce. It was at this time that Nr. Wooden stated that
construction would begin during this winter of sarly spring.

Other long time goals are to study lind use, make plons for
1l .mdsceping and secure more neesded house furnishings.
Developing the farm and cooperative planning has been

significant f{actors in the success of the family,

V. COUNTY SXTENSION PROOHAM - YOUTH
A, Organization

1. County Youth Council - (Not organised)
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was one of their long time goals. They also painted the
house out side and two rooms inside which meant that two
short ime goals were sccomplished. Other goals include

house

landscaping the yard, and securing sowe new/furnishings,
when the fars has produced sulficlent income to purchase such.

Hrs, Oraves devote a great deal of time to food

preservation and preparation,

Fasily No, 2
Mr. & VMrs. Lacy vWooden of Houte 1, Uisputanta, was the
first family to enter the Farm snd Howe Development Progras.

The Wooden family consist of & mesbers. Thelr ages, Mr.
“ooden 37, Mrs. wooden 36, daughters Fay and Oay, eges 8 and

10 respectively.

This family purchased thelr farm six years age. They

entered the development program two years later. At thet
time, their farm consisting of 168 scres was grown up in
spots from the front yard to the rear of the farm, Ditches
were fillled, and some of the best soll was whashing away on
the swamp. They were advised to secure & farm plan, and
the following three reccemsendations in sell conservation
were followed: (1) pesture to slepest land, (2) strip
eropping and (J) tile drainage.

AS & bases of better living and resgult of soil
conservation, the family incose bas definitely increased.

From the increased income home lsprovements have been
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B. Subject Matter areas and Assistance Uiven

Demonstrations

Special
Assistance

Foods and Nutrition

~

VYegetable Cardening
Clothing
Housing

Home Manggewent
Houge Turnisiings

Xard Isprovemsnt
4-H Club

Otiwer (specaty)

Progress Stories —
Mr, & Mrs, Samuel Oraves, ages 34 and 32, respectively

and thelr son Edward age 17 are bers of the d farm

and home development family. They have worked with the

program for four years. They live on a 85 acre farm.

They have adopted the soil plan ard practices diversified

farming of corn, peanuts, tobacco and soy beans. Five
acres if pasture takes care of their livestock,

The Graves succeded in remodeling their kitchen, which
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as a result of seom of the activities shown on the 1957
acheivement program. As the result of another pending
county wide extension program, the officers of the
Advisory Board asked that the achievement program be

postponed until Jdan. 13, 1959,
E. Urban Work Done in County (Nome)

v, FARM AND HOME DUVELOPMENT

A, Problems encountered most oftenm No, families

More ideas than action

F £8 uniwareness immediate need.

Family unable to resch agreement on

goals to set up

Insdequate recerd keeping

Inabili see attalmment of

goal in relationship to long time goal
G often not related to fami
goal
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has grown smaller., A full delegation is encouraged to attend
each year by the County Advisory Board,

be. County Advisory Board ———

A source of relaxation was one of the objectives that
the County Advisory Board discussed when it met and made
plins for its annual activity, Instead of the banquet
that had been held for the past two years, a county-wide
plenic was held on August 31, at Jones Lake in
Chesterfield County. This lake is located about 5 miles
just outside of Prince Ueorge. Approsimately 165 persons
attended, For many it was a restful day, while for others
At was a good day for swimming, dancing, sharing rides and
slides, 23 well as their packed lunches,

Work in Unorganized Commsunities - was continued mainly
tarough individual contacts, special preblems, or special
interest groups as requested, This was done to make the
extension services availible to as many people as possible as
well as making an attempt to stimulate interest,

Achievement Progrim — was to be held in the form of an
edusational display. It .a: being planned by a special

committee, These display» were to be based on the 1958
calendar of work. S5lides from some farm and home

development improvements, as well as those of result

demonstrations were to be shown. These were requested
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They are presently living in a four-room dwelling that
was constructed eleven years age. It is their desire to
build two additional rooms snd to make improvements on the
present structure, Because of tie condition of the present
house, as well as the room arrangsment and the intended use
of the additional rooms, specialist help was requested,

Miss Settle spent a great deal of time attempting to
work our a suggestive plan, After outlining two possible
guicdes, sho finally decided to take the information gathered
back to her office and send to the family two completed
plans from which they might choose. This was done and the
Tuckers are gathering materials for the project now, so that
construction may begin in December,
4, Judging School —— On May 29, four leaders attended the

Judging School that was held at Virginia State Cellege,

One leader was assigned to each of the four phases of Judging

tzught that day: Foods. Clothing, Art and Handicraft, and
Educational Exhibits. The four leaders made a report of
their experiences to the County Hme Sconomics Committee on
July 29, and in their respective comsunity club meetings.
5+ Speclal program -
a. Farm and Home Week Conference

This conference has been of great value to the few
persons that have sacraficed farm time in July to attend,
However, in spite of the circular letters, personal ¢

contacts and public announcements, each year the numbex
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discussion with points on the effective use of eredit,
Hany questions were raised by the audience to each of the
speakers,

Seven of the nine active comsunities were represented,
3¢ Federation Goal (Better Housing)

Solid foundations, adequate storage, attractive dwellings,
bDetter steps, porches, sc~scia, and ciean attractive
surroundings, were the objectives as set up again for the 1958
goal. Nine result demonstrators were selected, Result
demonstrators from previous years were continued, Home
visits, lectures and 4ii~.asicne on improved water systems
were continued, Uenerzl discussions were held on more
comfortable and convenient homes, both at county ahd community
meetings, Sighteen housing leaders assisted, Seven new homes

were built, 16 did remodeling, 43 made kitchen and laundry

improvements, 1£ improved storage space, 12 made major yard

improvements, 4 installed water and 1 installed a heating
system,

On March 28, Miss Mary B, Settls, House lsprovement
Specialist of V, P, I, worked with the Willie Tucker family
on house remodeling.

The Tuckers, whose ages are about 38 and 40 years, are
part-time farmers. There are six children with their ages
ranging between 11 and 21 years, These are five boys and

one girl.
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Other Activities —

1. National Home Demonstration Week - As & part of the
weeks observance, sixteen leaders and homemakers from the
County attented the annual Oroup III District meeting in
Suffolk on May 6. A panel discussion was held in the
afternoon on "Leaders Responsiblility to Comsunity living."
Participants from five countiss took part. Owr representitive
was Nrs. Sadie Bland, who bas served as a leader here for
twenty-thres yesrs. She discussed "How to trailn Leaders."
Five other lesders from here presented a skit on the county
goal, "better housing” This showsd the role of tie leaders

through home demonstration clubs, result demonstratiomns,

community projects and Aty elub impr t work in
working toward the county goal.

Other activities conducted during the week was a leader
training meeting reported previously in which 2J leaders
attended, and a Judging School in Petersburg in which four

leaders attended.

2, Farmers Conference — Approximately 65 farm pecole gttended

the first Farmers Conference on March 28, «t the J, §, J.
Noore High Sehool. The program was centeryy around “Ways
of Supplementing the Farn and Nome Income.® I, C. Peoples
and J, A, Pompey, discussed ralsing poultry and vegetables
production, M. T, Carter, gave information on peanut

production and disease control, M, K, Prown, ended the
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conducting rural mail box improvesents, alean up campeign,
refinishing & chair, and collecting materials for an

orphanage howe and & sanitorium,

The Disputanta Club ducted the Aty clean wp

program for a period of six weeks, Forms to be checked were
made and distributed by the club members to all fasilies in
the comsunity, Truck owners in the comsunity were asked to
assist on & special date in collecting the trash that was
placed at the drive-way of sach home. Four truck owners
participated. HNoted lmprovesents were made, Twenty-six
of the thirty-three {amilies returned the check sheets
indicating lsprovesents made. Nine of tiese made improve-
wents on drive-ways vhile the majority of tiam gave both
front snd back yards a thorough cleaning,

Comsunity Club lsprovement Work - was continued in the
Providence Comsunity. Oroup meetings were held in Narch
and October. The meeting in March gge to analysze the progress
of last years work and to set up specfic goals for this year.
In October, the reports committes met to began work on
collecting data sheets from the various families on progress
made during the year., It has been found that nuserous
impr.vorents have been made in the comsunity this year,
because ol the new axtension to highway Route 301. To make
this extension, property was purchased from a nusber of
fars owners there, who in turn used the money to improve

thelr homes or farms.
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have received on new ideas for Christasas,

6. Special Interest - (Freezing Fruits, Vegetables, and
Meats)

Tb jectives:

1. To teach what to freese

2. To introduce various kinds of containers

3. To teach methods of packing

4, To teach "loading the freeser*
METHODS -

A method demonstration was beld on March 5, st the home
of Mrs, Sadie Bland in the Loving Union Comsunity, BEight

senb@Ps of the ity home d tration club attended,

After watching the demonstrations in freesing pork, each
was given a pamplet on freezing meats,

RESULTS -

Three members are using s community food locker, while

two others are planning to purchase freesers at the end of
this harvest season,

Community Projects - were stressed in the county home
demonstration club committee meetings, and in each club,
Each club was asked to select a project that every one could
take part in, These were used to publise home demonstration
work, stimulate interest and to improve the community
problem. Five of the nine home demonstration clubs conducted
projects., These were Loving Unicmn, Disputanta, Union Branch

Providence and Burrowsville clubs, The projects were:
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materials. The leaders reported that the demonstrations

proved very interesting as many of the mesbers were

interested in being able to make some type of arrangement

for the home the year round. They were also aware of the
fact that the artificial and dried arrangements on the
market are quite expensive,

5« Art (2) (Christmas Ideas)

Objectives:

1. To introduce gifts from the kitchen

2. To reduce cost of gifts

3. To improve skills in Christmas wrappings

4. To introduce new Christmas decerations
KETHODS -

Mrs. Querin, Home Economist of the Virginia Electrie
Power Company conducted a training meeting on November 5,
in whieh 23 leaders attended. They obeerved demonstrations
on gift suggestions from the pantry,Christmas wrappings, and
making decorative center pleces for tables. Reciples,
instructions on Christmas decoration and gift suggeations
were made avallable to all mssbers and interested persons,
following the leaders demcnstrations at the club meetings.
RESULTS -

Twenty-three leaders guve 46 demonstrations to 71 members
during the month of November, Comments are belng recieved

48 to the wembers acceptance of the demonstrations that they
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as well as & floor plan for ) shapes of kitchens using
cut-out furniture,

LTS -

In many rooms too meny accessories were being used, thus
giving an over crowded effect. In some rooms were oaly
portions of a sulte of famiture had been purchased, care
bad not Deen taken to see that the furniture sslected vas in
open-gtock, so that the sults may be sompleted st a later
date, As & result of demonstrations and discussions 18
leaders assisting in seeing that 85 homemskers made \sprove-
ments in furniture arrangesent and use of acoessories,
be Art (1) (Flower arrangesents, drisd snd cut)

miectiven:
1. To teach what to gather

2. To tesch the preparstion of materials

3. Io teach types of contalners, and line arrangesents

METRODS -

Leaders assisted in seocuring materials to be used for
demonstrations, These included contsiners, and dried and
fresh materials.

RESULYS -

During the sbsence of the agent, leaders conducted 5 home
demonstration club meetings in which 5] mesbers sttended,
Points emphasized were: suggested line arrangssent for

various containers; what to gather; and preparation of
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interest was shown in esch of the nine home demonstration
club meetings, This was especially true at the point in
the demonstration or discussion in which esch members outfit
was scorsd, It wes done without previous warning, and it
proved very educational ss well as humerous to all. Very
definite improvements bave been cbeerved by the agent and
many club members in the general appearance of persons
whom this informution has resched. MNore thought has been
given to purchasing variocus articles of clothing, since the
menbers are more conscious of the varied activitiss in which
they plan to wear them, as well as thelr sdaptabllity to
other accessories. This subject rated highest in resching
non-club mesbers and stimulating pew interest among the club
members.
3. House Furnishings (Farniture Arrangesent and Selection)
Objeclives:

1. To make the best use of existing furniture

2, To teach points to look for in selection

3. To teach choosing and using sccessories

METHODS -

The moathly meetings for September and October were held

in the homes where special request were made for assistance in

furniture arrangesent or selection. First peints in

arraf@aenl wes given Ly the use of demonstration materials.

These included a cut out doll houss using ministure furniture
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in thelr various comsunitiss, Incressed interest
stimulated smong club and non-club mesbers, The project
has proven to Le a new and effective way to entertaln fasily
rs, tesnage groups s well as providing new ways of
preparing foods. It alse served to introduce various types
of bar<b-que pits that may it the families needs er inocoms.
w July, el hteen meetings were held with
the leaders giving 4 desonstrations., 5ix new menbers
enrolled during the two months, WNumerous request wers
rec) | for bullentins and recipies on the project from
non-sembers,
2. Clothing (Dress for various occasions and Selsctions of
\ocessories)
Ubjectives:
1. To teach the importance of accessories
2. To teach ¢ selection of basic accessories
J« To :h proper attire for various occasions

METHOUS -

Illustrative materials were used on flannel board showing

the use of accessories to expand the wardrobe. Printed
naterials were given sach mesber, and s chart by which other
mesbers of the faslly may learn to score their outfit.
SULTS -
seasonabls use, variety, color, personality, and the

occasion, were the saln peints discussed, Exceptional
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development leader of each club, They implesent i plan
and lmplesent the various setivities whieh are of primary
concern to the corganiszed home demonstration cluce. ‘he
group complies suggestions as sent in as various comsunities
needs, and set up Lhe project progras of work for *he year,
Their other activities included an sward systes of
recognition for outstanding work, and sssisting in selecting
result desmcostraitions,
Project Work
1. Foods and Nutrition (Outdoor Cooking)
Ob jectives:
1. ‘90 teach bhow to assemble out door cooking eguipment

To tesch tochniques in out door cooking

To tesch differsat methods of food preparstion

To provide another mesns of family recrestion

K.THODS -

Tienty-three leaders attended a tralning meeting on May

14, in the Union Pranch Community at the home of Srs, Alma
Johnson. MNrs. Mary Thompson, Foods Speclalist, esmphasized
the art of out door cooking, This included bullding a grill.
assesbling necessary equipment, and demonstrations on a

variety of dishes to cook out .

LSULTS

The twenty-three leaders represented seven of the nine

communi ties. They conducted demonstrations in June and July




Jensral Interest Committes - (Mot organised)

Howe ‘conomics Lomxitise -

In 1957, the home demonstration Agent called in & few key

leaders of the Home “emonstration Club Committes in an
attempt to organise the Counc.l, The lsaders attending
represented the [lve magisterial districts, “he group was
asked to assist in the selection of the phase of home
econcmics to be Tirst undertaken, and to make this initial
seloction of comsities women to work on the phase selected,
Th's was done, Foods and Nutrition was the cholce, Theam a
committee of ten were organized., Their objectives were:(1)
to snalyse the situation regarding that particular phase of
home economics, (2) deterwine the needs «nd probless, ())
establish goals, and (&) set up sethods for solution of the
particular probles and for the attalmmant of the perticular
evals,

Having gone this far Ainto organising the eouncil, a
second committes meeting was called, only to find that three
of the mesmbers had to withdraw their services for the current
yoar, and one other decided not to serve on the committee,
This left four areas of the county without a representative.
The msmbers remaining discussed the situation, and agreed to
table the functioning of the ccemittes until another jyear.
5. County Home Jemongtration Club Lommittee —

This committee is composed of the president and program
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to learn to select basic acosssaries for dress, to learn

wals ware:
methods of out door cooking, to learn s*eps in llower arrangess: ‘s,

and to learn points on furniture selection.

JUNTY SXTERSION

Organization
1. County Agricultural Exteasicn Service Soard

‘his Doard is composed of ley leaders from all cossunitiss.
Some of these leaders represent cosmunities in ghich we do
not have orgenised cluts, It funetions by the laws of the
ponstitution that s revised in 1956, The Board was used
to bring together pluns developed by the various comm'ttees,
both adult and &, It also worked to create an understanding
of the total Sxtension progras ¢ t'a purt of all seslers of
the Bouwrd wnich were expected to belp towards developing
action programs designed to cerry out the objoctives out
lined at Board ssetings, and to create a better understanding
of the program throughout the county. 1t was futher used to
assist in deteruine projects that was given major emphasis
during the year, 1. used its standing committees to develop
neighborhood leader activity. It selscted and sent delegates
to the State Advisory Board meeting, and encourage pecples to
asttend the Farm and Home wesk Conference, A special
commitise was appointed to make plans when necessary to
raise funds to ald in conducting all activities.

2, Home Boonomics Counclil - (Not organised)
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Hopewell is primariiy » manufacturing city, and in the county
manuf acturing provides ss much employment as does farming. Fow
large plants in Hopewell expanded grestly during World war II,
Manuf actures include pulp and paper board, nitrogen materials,chemical
coticn, other chemicals, gum naval stores, lusber, keg staves, perlite
for plaster and concrete aggregste and dairy products, Hopewell 1»
an important river port, with froeghters calling regular at its "1
City Point dockes,

with the numercus labor opportunities in Petersburg, Hopewell
and Fort Lee, 1 find the county men and women gradually lsaving their
homes and farms the year round in order to supplesent the family
incoms, Thus, with so sany of the ladies away during the day, it
has compled the Agent to hold night meetings 1o most of the communitinsg
that are participating in the sxtension program, As a4 result, w
now bold twe 4., five home demonstration meetings, and all eouneil,
advisory board, and county wide programs at night. In planning the
program calendar, scheduling leader tralning seetings, or special
interest activities, the hour of meetings, pluce the meeting is to
be held, as well as the amount of time available Tor esch meeting

has to be considered,

The 1958 program was based upon the following goals as indicated

by the people. To reach people through improved lesdership and
incressed membtership, was set up as both ilmmediate and long time
goal. Anotier long time goal that has been worked on for the past

five years was re-sstablisbed, "Better Housing." Other immediate
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was incorporated in 1916, The County seat in loceted at Prince
jeorge near the center of the county. According to the 1950 census,
Frince Usorge County is 2 square siles large and has a population
of 19,679 persons with 5,959 of these being non-white, The land is
generally lovel, with sandy soll and clay subsoil, Nearly two-thirds
of the area 1s wooded and the county has produced much pulpwoed, It
is largely rursl non-farm and wrban county, having 59.f ,croent rural
non-farm, 21 percent rural farm. There were 745 families on farms

in 1950, but that figure has dropped considerably in the past four

yoars, the 195 census indicated therw wers 685 families, with 249

of these belng Negre.

Tobacco, “otten, FPeanuts and general fare crops are profitsbly
raised here. Brick clay, sand and gravel are the only mineral
resources of commerical laportance.

Fort Lee, a large militery installation just outside Petersburg
lies wholly in Prince Usorge. There sre several other large federal
and state properties within the county boundaries,

Here, recresational activities are for the most part promoted by
schools, churches, and H D ciubs, and other civic and social
groups.

Within this county stili stand sose ou virginia's most beautiful
colenial residences - Srandon, Upper Brandon, Appomattox Mamor and
Merchants Hope Church. Part of Petersourg Natiosal Military Furk,
including the famous Crater Battlefield and Musem, liss in Prince

Jeorge,




I, Highlights of 1958 Program ——

The 1950 progras of work was the resultl of surveys, discussions,

‘ and basic needs as bought into the program planning committee meeting

in August 1957, Results obtained by the progras indicate that
jefinite contributions were made to better rural living conditions,
and to improve the adult and 5.H knowledge of better homesaking.
This was done through special interest meetings, leader training,
result and method demonstrations; as well as through personal

ets, «roup mestings and bullentins. From request sent in to
the adult and 4-H planning meetings, it is evident that basle needs,
general interest and goals selected, did show that the pecple are
eager to knuw how, and to experience better rural living, Observing
the number of improvements made toward bettsr housing, meal planning,
furniture arrangement and better dressed rural pecple, it is felt
that the extensi m infiluvence in the county is growiug.

In view of the 1958 experiences, we are hoping that next years
program can be strengthened by continuing to work on goals not yet
attained. These are organized 4.H leadership, home economics
council, and improved result demcnstritions, Through these we are
sceking a method of belping the people to realize more of their

. resal nesas.
11, County Situations

Prince Osorge County was forwed in 1702 from Charles Uity County,
and named for the consort of Gueen Ann, Hopewell, an independent

City within the county, case into existence during World War I and
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