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TYPE OF AGRICULTURE IN ESSEX COUNTY

EOSEX COUNTY 48 in the NORTVERN PART of the South Zastern Sectéon
of Virginia. It is located on the Tidemater Trail, in the Nappshamnock ‘iver
Valley. USounded on the south by Viddlesex County, on the sast by the "appahannock
Miver, on the west by King and "uween and on the north by Carcline Counties ,
respectively.

Tosex County is one of the smaller counties, with three magisterial districtes
With » total of 160,000 acres of land within its boundayy. 67.4% of the 160,000
acres 1s in culgivation, and the average size of the farms in Nesex County is 176.0
acres, ss compared with the shbbde average of 116.8 acres sccomding to the 1954
Census of Agriculture,

The Soils are principally of the Comstal tLexture, found
water section, well suited for Orain, Orasses and Livestock. Oeneral Parming is
most predominant in the county. 't one time truck crops , such ss watersellons,
fruits and tommtoes were the leading crope.

Livestock production is on the incresse, there 1s need for better cuelity
and larger quanity. "he production of poultry is one the incresse, for "gge.




Community Clubs and Leaders, con't

It is through the community clubs we are sble to get a large number
of our potentisl leaders or key people to help with the Extension Program in
fhe community and County. There are naturally two types of leaders present
in each community sand neighborhood, the natural born and the self appointed.
The community selected and the fellow who would Jike to be up fromt, through
these community clubs by careful cooperation we have been able to get some
good and reliabe leaders or community workers. There are 86 adult leaders
scattered over the county, that serve in mors than one or more capecity.These
leaders are in many cases the community officer for the club, they are also
leaders who are serving in other organizations, such ssj the church, school
programs and such,

"here ever and when ever we find & leader sxceptiomally gifted in
doing certain things em a certain thing well it is the policy to give him or
her special training in this phase of work, for expmple ; take the poultry
enterprize, ¥rs Louise Washington ,in the Dumnsville Community is exceptionally
good in poultry work, she lives it and loves 1t.It is the goal to help her in
her week points so that she will be able to halp others.

Here i» another sxample of leader service to her community and
club, Yrs. Sadie Brooks, in the Center Cross Community , a member of the Home-
makers club, served at an Upholstry Demonstration Clinie as a traines, under

two Home Demonstration Agente from adjioning Counties,st the Clinic Mrs.
Brooks got first hand informstion by doing , and during this year she and another
comsunity member trained ten other members in doing two chairs at one members
home, Informstion gained by these ladies we believe will help them at home

and at their work.

local leaders not olly work with adults, byt young men and women
that desire to know, in problems that are similiar to theirs, they also serve
a8 leaders with i\~H Club work in orzanisational, projects and eivie discussion.




MAJOR PROJECTS

SWINE SANITATION AND IMPROVEMENT:
Situation;

Looking over the 1954 Agricultural Census for Zssex County we
have come upon some significient factors relative to swine productiom in
Besex County. It is reported that 172 farws reported they sold 2,929
hogs and pigs for which they received § 85,052,00. This amount was an
increased income from 1949 by 32, 479 dollars in the county, these figures
also show us that there were only 20 more farms reporting the sele of
hoge and pigs then in 1949.

A further search shows that the sale of Swine in any form as an
Agricultural product rates third to the sale of cattle and egge respectively.
Through observations, figures and surveys there are several factors that
we believe have had much influence upon the income of fhe farmer in the
sale of Swine.

No 1. Too few farmers have neglected sanitetion and rotation
in the production of swine.
2. Too many farmers have neglected proper feeding spece for
their hogs and pigs, too often disregard any sanitation
rractices,

3. To many hogs reach maturity withcut any treatment for
worms and paracites

ke Too many fail to recogonize that breed has some thing to
wuality and growth of hogs.
Goal}

1. To establish atleast ten demonstrations oe=> the county in
e.Sanitation b. Feeding “pace e, Motation

2. To get atleast 5 farmers to purchase high grade or Purebred
board for btreeding pur~ose in their herd and community service.

Vethod of Establishing;

Through discuseion with group and individusl farmers over the county
try to arrouse interest in better and faster growing pigs and hogs where ever
intemest 1s menifested. To discuss with the farmers or farmer what he can
expect to get in return for improvements in his hoge, throghh faster growth,
ond greater return for feed consumed.




Swine Sanitation and Improvement.Con't

After finding the interest of the farmer and he understands his problem
we would proceed with him to furnish him with what ever information or sssistance
necessery to help him correct his problem if possible, If its 1s seeding and
liming or securing better swine =a foundation stock to hemd his herd or replace
already swine on hand,

Results;

Healizing that in many instance we can not expect s farmer or a group of
farmers to make all changes in one month, or yesar. We work jowards a long time
program , get first things needed firet,

In the Osesna Community, working with Hanke Bayton and Family, a genersl
farmer who grows a large acreage of grain has no particiler feed problem and who
sell stleast 150 fat hogs each year, however' he has other problems, such as
worndng, and housing. Bayton used a cross betwsan Yorkshire male and Mampshire
femles vhich are producing a very fast growing pig or shoat.le sells very few if
any pigs locally.,and at this time has sbout fifty shoats of Yorkshire and Hampsiire
eross ready for market,

Ae for feeding and graszing, Bayton has his own grain supplismented by

using » little hog concentrate of 358 ., For grasing he used an scre newly seeded
Ladino and Alfalfa Pasture properly fertiliszed and Limed, and » Community Style
Hog house. The pasture was reseeded in 1957 and the Nog House in 1956, In comparision
we would rate Bayton's situstion st the top Just now but let use take in acoount
some other sitadtions and see what these farmers are déing sbout their problea.

Willism E.lane, in ¥illers Community a young veterian and farmer has
sstablished a Spotted Poland China project in farming enterprize. Lane sat up his
project by purchasing two bred giltd et the Pure bred OSwine Sale August 1957 at
& oot of two hundred and sixteen dollars (8216,00) a pair. unfortunatly Lane lost
one of his gilts in three days after purchase, However the consignee voluntarly
when notified of the lost agve lLane another bred gllt 6 months later. To contime
this project Lane purchased a registered Yale at the Azgust Sale of 1958 to breed
to hds sows for § 76.00. Unlike many farmers vhen lans decided that he wonted
to snter into the Swine Business, he did buy the sows first and then get some
Oraving started, he established the pasture first while looking around and deciding
on the breed he wonted. Lane and his father sre Commercial Certified Seed producer
of a large seed establishment in the State.

These two farmors sentioned here are of the type who have two
sows that produce atleas), two litters of pigs each year, on the
have farmers who are purchaser off pigs and shoats for home
sell, they are in many ¥ases owners of sows and boars, what sver be the
realize that he too has his problems, to locate good pigs, secure good fe
make use of what ever feed he has on his faram,




Swine sunitetion and lsprovements,Con't

In dealing with the problem of Sanmitation in the county two factors are
into consideration, resourses and size of enterprize. Not many farmers are
sise and do not have the resources that these farmers have but we realise

i

that he 1s doing his very best with what he has and must be helped in that Light,

times he is déing his very bust as to what he knows,If this is the case then
we help his to simply keep his present hog pin clean and to if needed worm hig pige
or hogs lp him get the largest return from feed consumed

the trend towards Commertéialigstion in the Hog production in the State
y» many farmers are considering the business of the Sow and Pig replace-
dness on the farm. There the farmer will raise pigs to the weaning age, sell
the Pig Parlor Farmer and let him grow them out for m=iket hogs. Four
have already indicated that they are making definite plans for such operation
bean approached by several grower to rear pigs for them as replacement.

Another enterprisze that is new, the Purebred Feeder Pig Sale, the First
such sale was held at the lLocal Market in October 1958, with 730 Feeder pige
sold by farmers in the ares at an average of § 19.00 per head,

With the bulld up of our Swine herds we must for ever be on the look out
for outbreak of Hog Cholers and other hog diseases, We can say here though, that
since the introduction of the hog sanitation program in the county we have had
1ittle or no outbreaks of diseases smomgghogs.

Poultry Flock Improvement and Egge.

Situation ;

According to the 1954 Agricultursl Census, the total returns for
poultry and poultry product in Zssex County reted second in farm income. With
& gross return of § 176.449.00, there 1s o great demand for eggs in the county
and in the srea with a limited supply being produced on the farm. There is a
large demand for cuanity and quality fresh egge produced in the ty, there
is ample home grown grain that wopld suppliment poultry feed concent-stes.

Goal;

1. Y‘o/-aro and larger laying flocks sstablished in the county where sver
there is interest in the work esvecislly for egge.

2. To get the very best laying strain or breed obtaimebles for the purpose
established

3+ To encourage record keeping and selling of clean ,fresh eggs.




Poultry , Son't

Method of Proceedure;

To work with interested familiss in the production of
Poultry and its products to the sxtent of helping them first know the facts
of producing, and selling. By helping them study successful and records of
failures , to sxplain to the interested why the particular of fallure is being use
slong with records of success, Also, help them to study the records of interssted
breeds and obtain all information possible on Record of Performance of the freed
the farmer is interested in.

To also work with the farmer or group of farmers i»
locating relisble buyers for the product produced, and especially if the product
is eggs encourage them to sell nothing but clean and eggs of good cuality,

fesults;
On most farms in every county can be found some hem of cuestionalle

origin end records unknown, the same thing bere in Tesex County existe, Over

s period of years we have bean working to get first flocks of known origin

and obtainable records of some performance, three breeds of poultey stand out

in Zssex County, thay are Leghorn, Plymouth Mocks and New Hampshire Reds,

These breeds are giving some good records, and the farmers are satisfied with
their contribution to the family income.

There are several farmers who are really sakiing some notiocable
records and are rroducing the cuality product, Take the family of Wr and Wrs
Hlliam H,'ashington, of the Dunnsville Community, The Weshington family
consist of two adults , one son and two adopted children, they live on & small
farm, they do genersl farming with some livestock for home use and for market
and 850 laying hens.

About five yesrs ago the “ashingtons attempted to raise Chickens
and turkeys on the same ground and in close cquarters, each year they would report
a large lost of hens to Mlack llead Disease contracted from the turkeys, after
some study and contect with Wr, A.L.Dean, Associate Director of Polltry Musbandry
at V.P.I, Mlacksburg, Va. who recommended to go out of Turkey production or out
of Poultry production becsuse the two enterprizes would not pay on the same farm,
At the end of the year the “ashingtons dechded to give up turkeys and place more
time and interest in the production of eggs. Already with a good Home Market for
thedir egge , in 1957 they had 175 W.l.Red as their farm flock, in 1957 spring
they increased their flock by 500 H.N, Leghorn layers and this time the Tashingtons
with replacements of the same breed they have 700 Laghorn and 150 N, .Reds,

The Vashington's laying house was enlarged to accomomdate these
additionals and they have sutometic fountains, and swinging metal feededs.
Seventy five percent of the house is make of Aluminum Sheet Thn, framed on Fome
Grown lLocust post. With a nest retio of one to five By the return of warm weather
in 1959 they wikl have completed their Igg cooling room sccording to instruction
and will de producing Clean Zggs that will meet the standard recquiresents.




poultry,con't

Results;

¥ith the Vashington family there axist an unwritten contract with a local
feed store and Ngg duying Station that the station will buy all the eggs they
can produce. Ooing over all seles skips for the family from Jarmuary 1,1958 thru
October Jlst. The Agents Office found that they had sold to the grading station
7,943 dozen eggs or 264 cases and 23 dosen at a gross Sncome of £ 3,210,997
with a feed cost of § 7.50 a day or during the same time of ten months of § 2,100,00
giving them en income net of § 1,110,97 or § 111.09 per month, In sddition to
this sale to the grading station the family sell locally to home customers st
least two cases per week at § 15,00 per case or.50 cent per dosen the year round,

With the Washington family certain thing are a necessity so far as
these eggs are concerned, they must be gathered atleast twice s day,washed
in a special washing compound and crated esch day, this is usually taken care
of during the late evening or shortly after supper. The eggs are picked up each
Tussday by a special truck,

This case of egg production is one of the two in the county when you
come to egge in cases and hens by the hundred. In the Center Cross Community
the family of ¥r and ¥Mrs William Varris is similiar, only it is very new , just
one year old , began in May 1958, The Harris' are retdred people of above 65
years , who wonted some thing to do other than to Just sit amound and hold their
hands they said,being country borned and being active they dedided to ralse o
fow hens and sell & few sggs. T™his is their third year in the county and firet
year in poultry with more than 50 hens. Just now they have 450 N Leghorn hens
producing 32 dosen egge per day or more than a case per day. The Harris family
has a total of 900 hens and pullets that will be in full production by the
bagimning of the year.

HOME TMPROVEMENTS

Situation;

In reading the 1950 Census of Population, Volums 11, on
Characteristics of the Topulation, Part 46 for Virginia. Which states
thet in Zssex County 68.7 £ of the Populstion has than § 2,000,00 income
and that the largest nusber of families and unrelated individuals have
an income that range from § 500,00 to # 999.00 per year., This is also true
according to the census ,that the largest number of individuals in the
county sccording to ages fall in the group from 10 to 14 years of age.
Eeeping this in mind, that this is the group often is the moet crowded for
tleeping space.

Goal: To get where ever possible some additionals rooms added or made n't-u.
to relieve this crowded situation

To get more homes painted or some type of siding put on homes that have not
or that are painted.

To get more families interested in installing Running "ater in the
Home.




fome Improvemsnts ,Con't

dethods of Approach;

During regular visits in Community and homes where these
problems exist, take notice and make mention with the family while visiting.
Ixplain dwring discusalon the banefits of making improvements,low it would
mke for botter family relations and what 1t would do for those that are
living under these sbnormml conditions,

\nother fsctor to be taken into consideration after a desire

for changes has been manifested , the cost of such Af possible or tell the family
vhere they can get sssistance in cost sstimetion, labor and msterials,

fewults;

hat happens to & families préde and thelr ego can not be meesured
in terms of dollars and cent, but home improvemsnts can change an individuals
outlook on 1ife. T™is »as demonstrated in three families that added one or
more rooms and painted up the same in the community.These families were upon
visite eagor to show their new additions or improvesents. In one case this family
had been sleeping in crowded cquarters, when improvessnts were discussed, they

wire slow to meke changes until the husband found that he could do most of the
work %isself, so with & littls ssslstence the family added a room for the
perent, and /mking more spece for the children in what was a crowded home.

At & later date on visiting the home, the hushbend was eager to show
what he had been sble to sccomplish with little sesistance. The fact of the
whole matter we that the room added wms on the first floor and the hushband
and wife 41d nop have o go up stairs to go to bed pleased them very much,

‘s for storage smoe, that is » problem that axist in most homes
that were built more than ten to twenty year ago. in sany home the back of
the bed room door was about all the space for hanging clothes and a few bokes
serves a8 the additionsl space for storage, this ysar ten closets were bullt
in homes %o help with the storege space. In one home part of » Mall Vay was used,

Two homes are now enjoying "umning water that 414 not have same before,
one young family are bullding e new home with space provided for Nethroom and closet
space, Tleven homes have been added to the newly painted or repminted list,
two with permenent sldings,

¥inor "rojects:
L) Pw.& Man;

S4tuationt’

Poor soil and man in sccordance have long existed and will
be around togather for s long time.fealizing that for a fermer to get up and
be & good farmer, one who is respected and as s leader he must represent his
farm, with productive soils, good livestock , and good returns for his labor.




fome Improvessnts ,Con't

dethods of ‘ppromch;

During regular visits in Community and homes where these
problems exist, take notice and make mention with the femily while visiting.
Ixplain during discussion the benefits of making improvements.fow it would
mke for better family relations and what it would do for those that are
living under these sbnormml conditions.

Another factor to be taken into consideration after » desire
for changes has been manifested , the coet of such if possible or tell the family
vhere they can get sssistance in cost sstimetion, labor and meterials.

femults;

hat happens to & families préde and thelr ego can not be measured
in terms of dollars and cent, but home improvesents ¢an change an individuals
outlook on life. ™is waps demonstrated in three families that added one or
more rooms and painted up the same in the community.These families were upon
visits eager to show their new additions or improvements. In one case this family
had been slesping in crowded quarters, when impre ts were di d, they
ware slow to make changes until the husband found that he could do most of the
work himself, so with » little sssistence the family added a room for the
parent, and making more space for the children in what was a crowded home.

it & later date on visiting the home, the husband was sager to show
what he had been able to sccomplish with little sssistance, The fact of the
whole matter was that the room added wms on the first floor and the hushand
and wife did nop have %o go up stairs to go to ded pleased them very =uch.

‘s for storage space, that is » problem that exist in most homes
thit were Jsullt sore than ten to twenty year agoe. in many home the back of
the bed room door wes about all the space for hanging clothes and a few bokes
serves =8 the additionsl spece for storage, this year ten closets were built
in homes to help with the storage space. In one home part of a Hall Yay was used,

Two homes sre now enjoying "unning water that did not have same before,
one young family are bullding a new home with space provided for Pethroom and closet
spate, Tleven homes have been added to the newly peinted or repainted list,
two with permanent sidings,

¥inor Projects:
"JIL;“ Man;

S4tuation: *

Poor soll and man in sccordance have long existed and will
be around togather for a long time.lealiszing that for a fermer to get up and
be & good farmer, one who is respected and as a lesder he must represent his
farm, with productive soils, good livestock , and good returns for his labor.




To stcuaint as many as possible with the good features of soil improve-
liming and the use of legumes.

To encomrage soiltesting as a standard to good crops.

Cover Crops help conserve fertility and improve the solls at the same time,

Vethods of Approach;

To help stop leaching in our sandy solils encourage farsers to try to
some soll blilding crops growing on the land the year round. To practice liming
in conjunction with fertilization and rotation. To do this establish demonstrations
in different communities with farmers, with rye, small grains and legumes.

Results:

1. Over the county there are 1l demonstration with ssall greins, liming
and fertilisation ,three in one.

2. Cover Crops are established on ten farms %0 be grased or turned under,

3. Clover Sod established on five farme for sarly cutting and soil
building

he Three acre plot of Alfalfs with liming, fertilising and spraging to
control insectes.
Food Yor the Family. lome Garden
Situstion:
Sach year we have in increase in insects, new insecticides to conbat
them, sach bréng new problems and how to solve them. Also the limited number

of vegetables grown in soms gardens increase each year dus to insects and
lack of interest on part of the family.

Ooals;
1. To establish garden demonstrations with or near disinterested families
if possible base on family health and economy.

2. To sstablish gardens in communities based on a variety of vegetables.




Methods of Approach;

A Home Garden of some kind is found on most all farme in
Nssex County, some are large and include many varieties of vegetables, on
other farmes that garden in just a garden planted and just s bout forgotten
until some one gets hungry. T™is type is found too ofter with large families,
the mumber of vegetables planted never reach more than six,with this type
of garden there is little choice for selection and as the summer passes so
does the garden vegetables.

Hith these things in =ind as we travel and work in the
county, we are for ever looking for i1ittle tips and slants that might be
used to get more varieties of vegetables in the home gardens.ten to fifteen
years sgo Collards in a garden were looked upon as hog food and not very
desirable for human consumption,To help remove this attitude a plan was
worked out with one of the seed stores in the ares and as s result the store
sgpwed to give an extra package of collard seed to each purchaser of other
garden seed in the spring and summer, Another thing that helped to get new
varities established was to show the wife how to prepare the vegetables,

esulte ;
‘ummerizing some of the undertakings in the home garden and
new varieties may be listed under two heading;

le Over a period of three years Collards are found on EReven
Farms,

2. Spinach sand Kale is rapidly increasing over the county and
nambers of the family sre buying lass from the stores.

3. "here new vegetable have been established in garden and the
family is using them, thare is a changed concept of certain vegetables seen
in the stores and in others gardens,




&~H Club York
T™he A~ County Couneil;

Essex County 4~i! program 1s set up under the standsrd pattern for
the “tate, having s county council heading the locsl clubs. There are four
i~ Clubs this year composed of elementary and High “chool members, ¥ach
club has & full quota of officers, these officers make up the Council. There
are 72 boys and 59 girls enrolled, which gives » total 131 members,

Goal!

a. To continue to strengthen our A~ Club Obganisetions in the county
through the addition of interested adult sopport and participetion,

Vethods;

To elected officers give them training in definite organiszational
training, in proceedures and recresation. To use monthly meeting to give some
roject instruction and development of leadershi) through responsibility,

To visit as meny members as possible during the year, give theam
individual training where needed and talk to the perent and solicit their
support. To get the support of the School Officials in allowing meetings
to be held at such time as their program will allow,

To use the Council to plan such functions as the club members
would wont to participate in and receive training if possible.

eoults;

We had 137 projects carried by 131 members, with a completion
of 86, These projects consisted of three in corn, 67 in Vegetable growing,
thirteen in poultry, 32 in swine, 7 in Tractor ¥aintensnce and 11 in Home
Ground Besutificetion. 4 Boys and 1 Oirl were recommended for county awards,
These included crops, “arden, Yest inimmls,Poultry snd Trector mmintensnce,

“hort Course snd Wild Life

Essex County council sent two boys to the "hort Course, at Va,
“tate College ,Petersburg,Ve. in June . They were Yelvin Beale and VNorman T™h
Tompkins, Two to the "ild Life Conference st the Colleg, they were lobert
Banks and Thomes Fortune. To the Tractor 'aintenance School, Thomms Fortune,
Normsan Tomrkins and John R .Bayton.

od Crose "ater Safety Program

For the first time in the county young people had an opportpnity to
learn to Swim under supervision.54 enrolled, Ak sterted the course and 29
received buttons and certificetes. T™he ages ran from 6 to 29 years of age.
21 received Beginners Gertificetes and 2 Intermediste Cerfificates and Puttons,




Cooperation with Other Agencies and Organizations;

Essex County has a NFA and FMA Chapters in the Schools made up of
High School ages.All high school students at some time during thelir stay are
axposed to some of its teaching for boy or girl,T™e Veteran Class used the
same facilities and so do the 4~ Club members Therefors , we work very closely
to gather to help direct their programs.

ur Gosl

8. To interest all boys and girls who are qualified to persue some
line of aghiculture ahd Home lconomics.

b. To encourage boys and girls to take adumatage of the lesdership
training that these organizations offer.

Other Covernmental Agencies

Fesex County is the Voeadmuarters for many of the Governmental Agencies
that work with Farm People and have serviess that are needed and can be
used by farmers that no extension office offerss Such as the Farmers Home
Administration., Fereral Srop Losn Office, A.7.C, and The Forest Service, these
are Just a few that farmers can use. "here ever possible we encourage the
farmers to seek their help 1if needed.

Svalustion of the Year's Work

To sum up what the sgent believes is an indication that farmers and
county peohbe appreciate the service of the Ixtension Service in county is thet
office receive a large number of visits and request for informamtion and bulletine
from research and experimental stations.

Another tangible messurement is the sver incressing number of farmers
that are making use of Purebred and "uality Board and Sows, for improving their
swine enterprize, ‘nother is that we are having more request for tipe in Farm
Recorde and how they can use them to the greatest advantage on the farm and
in the home.

Last tangible measurement of value of ixtension Work in the county is
the way farmers are thinging of the Farm and Ffome as a unit and striving for
8 better way of life.
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