SINMNARL

During the peried from April 1, 1958 to November 30, 1958,

& total of 143 days vere spent conducting Extension work. There
were 84 days devoted to adult vork and 59 days devoted to 4=H Cludb
verk. There vere 159 farmm and home visits made during this period.
There vere 94 office calls and 45 telephone calls for information
or assistance. There were 235 bulletinsg and eircular letters dis-
tributed to farm families in Prince Edward County,

There were several result demcnstrations planned this year
but only one tobaceo demonstration can be considered a complete
success.

Our overall objective is to initiate a program besed on an
analysis of the situation with its resulting findings to meet the
needs of the people and to create a desire in them for a better

standard of living.




A recommendation was givem to Mr. Carter indicsting what
analysis of fertiliser to usej a source of celeium and magnesium wes
given; a time of applioation of each was aiso suggested by the Farm
Agent. Mr. Carter followed through with all of the suggestions that
vere givean to him.

The results of Mr. Carter's cooperation with the sxtension
progran have been very impressive. Mr. Carter is proudly seknowl-

edging the fact that the same screage that yielded 1290 lbs. of

tobaceo in 1957 has ylelded more then 1500 lbs. for him this year

(19%8).




D& LIVE COUNTI FAIR

The Five County Fair is an event held snmully in this ares.
This year, the Fair was held September 15 through 20, 19%8.

Approximately three hundred Negroes participated for blue
ribbon competition (adults snd youths). Including the livestock,
flovers, horticultural products, canned goods, ete., there vere

appreximately 1,500 items exhibited.
ACCOMPLISIREINT
The outstanding sccomplishment for this yesr in our extension
program consist of & recomended farm practioce carried out by Mr,
Preston Carter and family,.

During the momth of April, 1958, a farm visit was made to

Mr. Preston Carter's fama. The purpose of this visit was to discuss

his farming program with hi=., The first major item Mr. Carter pointed

out was his disappointment with his tobaceo crop in 1957. Mr. Carter
indicated that for the past four years there had been a decresse in
his tobnoco poundage yearly; yet, he was planting the same acreage.
Immediately, the Farm Agent suggested to Mr. Carter that he should
have a soll sample taken. Mr. Carter socepted the idea and the soil
sample was taken snd mailed to V. P. I. %o have an analysis made of
ssme. The soil test indicated that Mr, Carter's tobacoo land was

deficient in lime, phosphate, caleium and magnesium.




Sdtustion:

There wvere ten or possibly more communities that L-H Clubs

should be organised. This includes approximstely 1500 youths be-

tween the ages of 10 and 21 who are available for club work. Of
this number, there are 127 boys and girls enrelled in 4=H Club vork.
reblemgs

1. More members need to be enrolled in 4~H Club wvork.

2. Need for more parent participation and cooperstion.

3. Need for more snd better lesdership training pro-
grems.

4 In general, the public need to be better informed
about 4=H Club wvork.

jective:

l. To organise and promote L~ work vhenever and vherever
possible.

Methods of Acoemplishing Qblective:

1. Motivate boys and girls through group lsctures.

2. Recruit 4(~H Club lesders.

3. Visit parents of L~H members as often as possible.

4+ Organize 4~H Clubs in sll possible commmities.
Begulte:

There are four 4(~H Clubs that have been organised. A total
of 127 club members are enrclled. There are five volunteer leaders

wvorking vith the organised clubs.




low cost feed, good sanitary practices and disesse control methods.

CORESTRI

Prince Edward County has sbout 152,800 seres of commercial
forests exclusive of public reserved and other non-commercial forest
land. This is evident that forestry pleys an important part in the
lives of many farm families in the county. The problem in the
forestry enterprise is the fact that trees are being cut much faster
than they are being replaced.

The objective in the extension forestry pregram is to initiate
practices to get more farmers and 4=H Club members interested in
forestry as a necessary part of the farm program.

Discussiong at geners]l meetings and 4~H Club meetings——circular

letters to key farmers and persomal visits were used to pramote the

forestry program. The farmers wvere sncoursged to consult the ares
forester in developing recommended practices om their individusl farms.
The Farm Agent has been requested (by farmers in the ocounty)
to give information on proper procedures in thimning woodland, time
to set seedlings, vhere seedlings may be purchased and meny other re-
quests have Leen made relative to forestry.
The Agent 1s planning to enlarge sand scocmplish more with the

forestry enterprise in 19%99.




The pasture program for the county is being planned with the
ides of producing s low cost feed to satisfy the demands brought on

by the incresse of livestoek productiom.

ax

The hay situation is similar to the pesture situation here
in Prince Fdward County. The fact that livestock is on the in-

erease in this county and that there are many scres of idle land or

at present used for row crops vhich could be more profitably used

for hay production, makes hay desirsble and necessary to be important
in the farm plan. A good quality hay grown in sufficient quantity
to meet the needs of the year round farm feed program has been em~

phasised to farmers.

LIVESTOGK (Inaliding Poultry)

The use of livestock in the farmm progrem is becoming an in-
portant factor. The production of livestock and livestock products
are on the inerease in this county. This has provem to be a very
desirable way for the local farwers to supplement their farm income
vhich previcusly came from the production of tobecco and other cash
orops. The major problem facing the farmers in this growing enter-
prise 1s selection of good breeds, s wvell balanced feeding program
and disease comtrol.

The extension program is plaaned to encoursge and promote a

livestoak enterprise based on good pastures designed to furmisgh a




SMALL JRALY

Small grain is grown extensively in this county. Barley snd
osts are beginning to replace vheat as & feed to some extent, Wheat
is grown as & feed as vell ss for market. With the high cost of
labor and the cost of ready mixed feeds, farmers can do a good Job
of keeping the cost of livestock snd livestock products down by
growing a variety of small grain and mixing their own feed, The
yield of these small grain crops can be inereased considerably by

following recommended practioces.

According to studies snd observation, the production of
pasture has greatly increased in recent years. But evidence indicates
that there 1s & need for more sares of good quality pastures. Many
of the acres of idle land can be profitably used for pasture.

The majority of the farm families are seeking wvays of having
& steady income from the farming cperatiomns throughout the entire year,
Farmers are producing dairy products, market hogs and beef animals in
order to meet thelir demends for a year round income. Because of these
demands and the present price of feed, we are recommending that a
good pasture program is very important and necessary to help keep the

cost of production in line vith the price received at the market,

The objective of the pasture program is to develop on esch farm

s pasture vith the recommended seed mixtures and proper cultural snd

mansgerial practices.




Yethoda:

Seversl circular letters were sent to tobaceo farmers reminding
them of timely agricultural practices. Several soll tests wvere made
for different farmers.

As & result of the Local Famm Agent's contacts, many farmers
have stated that they vill use such prectices ss recommended next
year. Ome farmer was able to follow through this yesr with all re~
commended practices; nemely, Mr. Preston Carter. The results vere

gratifying.

Corn is one of the basiec ocrops ia Prince Ndward County. It

is planted on more farms and & larger soreage than sny other single

erop. The average yleld is apiroximetely 40 bushels per acre or
less. A high percentage of the local farmers are still planting
the open pollinated varieties of corn and some are even saving
hybrid comn from their previocus crops for seed. Also, too little
fertiliser per acre is applied to make cornm production a profitable
enterprise.

The comn enterprise here in the county hes received special
emphages this yesr. The recommended practices have been carried to
the greater part of the corn growvers through discussions st meetings,

personsl visits end varietal and fertiliser pamphlets.




COUNTY QRQANIZATION

The County Advisory Committee is the only organised group in
the county at present. This group has alded the plamning of the
extengion program in meny vays. Such organisations ss the Advisory
Board, Agronomy Committee, Junior Councoil, ete., have not been
organized as yet; but, efforts are being made to organise all groups

needed for the promotion of extension vork.

Tobacco is the principle cesh crop grown in this county.
Many of the farmers are using improved varieties, recommended ferti-
lisers, good insect control measures and the recommended oultural
practices; but, there is evidence that more farmers need to use
more recommended prectices.

Farmers have been growving tobacco on mush of the same land

for many years. This system has caused much of the soll most suit-

able to tobaceo to erode and become deficient in fertility require~

ments.
Ereblema:
Low yields snd poor quality leaf.

Inadequate information on sorting, greding end marketing
of the erop.

More soll tests need to be made to determine the axact
needs for fertility and lime.




According to the 1955 Preliminery Census of Agriculture, there
were 1,179 farms in Prince Edward County in which 510 are classified
as non-vhite operators sand a total of 182 nom-white tenants as com=
pared to the 1950 census which listed 1,340 farms of vhich 600 were
classified as non-vhite operstors, representing 489 owmers and 111
tenants.

The population chamcteristics for Prince Edward County are

as follows:

Total rurel farms . » 6,944
Total rural non-farms 4,079

Total rural « « « » 11,023

Total rursl wvhite . . . . 5,616
Total rural non-white . . 5,407

Total vhite & non-white 11,023

Total rural population . 11,023
Total urban population . 4y 375

Total rurel & urben . 15,98
IXEE OF AGRICULIVUEE

Agriculture is the prineiple industry. The soils are varied
but generslly productive and adepted tc genersl crops. The climate
is mild snd genmerally there is enough rainfall for genersl farming.
Flue-cured tobacco is the main cesh crop in the southerm and eastemn
sectiong of the county; while, in the northerr snd western sections,
dark fired tobacco is the pride of the tobacco grovers. Livestock
and livestock production are gradually making its way into the hearts

of the farmers as a way of life.




EERID O BMPLODMENT

My employment vith the Virginia Agricultursl Extension Service
wvas effective as of January 2, 1958. My in-gervice trmining was under
the supervision of Mr. H. H. Wright, Loecsl Farm Agent of Sussex County
and Mr. G. L. James, Local Farm Agent of Appomattax County respectively.

Effective April 1, 1958, I was appointed Local Farm Agent in
Prince Edward County.

The different and varied experiences, training snd information
received while in-service training have been of the utmost importance
in helping me to develop and further the extension program here in

the county.

QOUNTY SITUATION

Prince Bdward County was formed in 1754 from Amelia County and
nemed for Bdward Augustus, a som of FPrederick, Prince of Vales. In
1954 the population was 15,398 which included Parmville's population
of 4,375.

Prince Edward County (area 357 square miles—228,480 acres)

lies in central Virginia in the Pledmont Platesu, which altitudes

rangs from 400 to 700 feet. Temperatures aversge 38.9 degrees in
January and 79.5 degrees in July. Precipitation 1s sbout 45 inches
annually. Minersl rescurces include kyanite which is mined oom-
mercially, feldspar, coal, granite and brick clay. Approximately two-

thirde of the county is in forest. Prince Ndward is an important
producer of pulpwood and lumber.




This report is an attempt to relate in a narmative form some

of the cutstanding activities and scccmplishments of the Extension

Progrem in Prince Edward County for the peried April 1, 1998 to

November 30, 1958.

This report vill reflect some cbeervations and facte found in
the ocounty ss & result of studies made or being made.

The major objectives of this report are:

1. To afford the public a summary of the Extension
Frogras.

2. 7To determine the need for a stromger Extension
Program for the future.

3. To msasure the effectivensss of the Extension
ITogres.

The County ixtension Program 1a designed to meet the needs of
all pecple here in the county--men, vomen, boys and girls., Vork with

sdults and 4~H members will be covered in this report.

We wvish to scinouledge the assistence and ccoperstion rendered
by the United Stetes Department of Agriculture, Virginis Polytechnie
Institute, Virginis Stete College and veriocus other agenciess, federsl,
state and locsl in making this progrem possible for the peopls of this
county. We are greteful to the Soard of Supervisors for saking this
service avallable to the people. Ve also wish to thank cur State
Agent and staff for their unlimited assistance in formulsting snd

directing the Agricultural ixtemsion Progrsam in this county.
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