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ANNOUNCEMENTS

A message from our Director...

Global Change Community,
 
As I mentioned in my letter
to you last week, we are launching a new section of 
The GCC Weekly
 entitled “Community.”  Our intent is to create a platform to help keep you informed of ways to support
and connect with each other and our broader New River Valley community. This new section will include
descriptions of local opportunities and emerging community-themed stories as a resource while we
navigate these unchartered waters together. If you learn of interesting opportunities or positive acts of
support within the region, please share them with us so that we can include them in future issues of the
newsletter. And of course, feel free to share our collection of ideas beyond the GCC community. We are
all in this together.
 
Stay positive, support each other, and stay connected.
 
Sincerely,
William A. Hopkins, GCC Director

Congratulations Dr. Cristina
Marcillo!
﻿

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1118783572984&p=oi
https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fb82bc7401/0241cb7e-31ff-40de-bb07-4359b5dabe9c.pdf


On March 17th, IGC fellow Cristina Marcillo
successfully maintained good social distancing
practices while defending her dissertation via
zoom: “Clean Water for All: The demographics of
urban and rural safe drinking water challenges in
Virginia, USA and San Rafael Las Flores,
Guatemala". Her recorded dissertation seminar is
available for viewing here
. Way to go, Cristina!!

Cristina earns her PhD from the Department of
Biological Systems Engineering, advised by
GCC's Dr. Leigh-Anne Krometis.

FACULTY & FELLOW SPOTLIGHT

Dr. Karen Kovaka -
Philosophy


Life is a product of history. And like the
history of humankind, the history of life is
chaotic, rarely subject to easy
generalizations and simple rules. Biology-
the study of life-attempts to bring order to
this chaos. It searches for patterns...


Read more

www.globalchange.vt.edu


Stephen Plont - Biological
Sciences


Stephen is a PhD student with Dr. Erin
Hotchkiss in the Department of Biological
Sciences at Virginia Tech. He is interested
in how ecosystem processes influence the
transport and transformation of carbon and
other nutrients throughout stream...


Read more

www.globalchange.vt.edu


COMMUNITY
On Facebook? Join these local groups!

Looking Out for Each Other: Montgomery County VA

https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/cristina-marcillo/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1erpCtIgnTrth5QR_BDHjEkZCrW_w9QoC/view?usp=sharing
https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/dr-karen-kovaka
https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/dr-karen-kovaka
https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/stephen-plont/
https://www.globalchange.vt.edu/stephen-plont/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/537269173587648/


HOPE - Help Our People Everywhere

These two sites are frequently updated and include requests
for volunteers, lists of places that offer curbside pickup of food
and household supplies, and ideas for helping those with
unmet needs in the New River Valley.

SWVA Virtual Tip Jar to support service industry workers

Many of us would regularly be patronizing bars, salons, restaurants, and other businesses that have
closed or reduced service. Even if you are socially isolating, you can help to support our local service
industry laborers. Consider sending a "tip" to your favorite barista, bartender, server, stylist, or gig worker
who relies on tip income and has lost shifts or clients in this period of social distancing. More information
here
.

Local needs: ways to volunteer and donate

The Southwest Medical Reserve Corps seeks volunteers for the COVID-19 emergency response.
Volunteers are needed for both medical and non-medical support roles. More information here.

Feeding Southwest Virginia is in need of volunteers this week to kit USDA food boxes for
distribution. Email Lanell Otey.

Join in the local CCR (Connecting Community and Residents) Campaign and send a card to
seniors at local care centers where visitors are no longer allowed. More information here.

Local hospitals and health clinics are in need of N95 masks and other medical supplies that you
may have in your labs. More information here.

NEWSWORTHY

https://www.facebook.com/HOPE-Help-Our-People-Everywhere-112466250384365/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/e/2PACX-1vQs7fld2u1QJERqWZS0rFgCwuxHHZ8ggerI66v8CUkkOSTAWXS0EcXtWZC_3HcJeYcIQEiQbUtHSv7M/pub?fbclid=IwAR35lVPUbfTp48NhNxTXsVN_EXdiLMrR7-VerQ_OU-fz1xPQAfEEEQhccaQ
https://www.blacksburg.gov/Home/Components/News/News/9116/304
https://www.blacksburg.gov/Home/Components/News/News/9116/304
mailto:lotey@feedingswva.org
https://wset.com/news/coronavirus/senior-center-hopes-you-will-write-a-card-to-patients-to-life-spirits-amid-coronavirus?fbclid=IwAR2x-cDwFK5vvXVn9YHHrZcyHLYcBhPgGZbakoAA8RkijNeaXvAjZFk7tgc
https://wset.com/news/coronavirus/senior-center-hopes-you-will-write-a-card-to-patients-to-life-spirits-amid-coronavirus?fbclid=IwAR2x-cDwFK5vvXVn9YHHrZcyHLYcBhPgGZbakoAA8RkijNeaXvAjZFk7tgc
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fb82bc7401/610ad2f8-ad05-41ea-bc39-4adf46a0629f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8fb82bc7401/610ad2f8-ad05-41ea-bc39-4adf46a0629f.pdf


GCC affiliate Linsey Marr interviewed on WVTF Radio


New evidence suggests COVID-19 is transmissible through the air, a finding that contradicts the
World Health Organization's position on the matter. Virginia Tech virologist Linsey Marr says the
new information suggests preventing the spread of...


Read more

www.wvtf.org


Strengthening Transparency in Regulatory Science


Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking.
Comments due April 17, 2020. This supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking (SNPRM)
includes clarifications, modifications and additions to certain provisions...


Read more

www.federalregister.gov


https://www.wvtf.org/term/linsey-marr#stream/0
https://www.wvtf.org/term/linsey-marr#stream/0
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/18/2020-05012/strengthening-transparency-in-regulatory-science?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&et_rid=614241704&et_cid=3253225
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/18/2020-05012/strengthening-transparency-in-regulatory-science?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&et_rid=614241704&et_cid=3253225


How Isaac Newton Made Social Distancing Work for Him


Right about now, the phrase "social distancing" is in a lot more people's vocabularies than it was
last week (or last month, or last year). But while the phrase itself might be new, the idea of
isolating oneself from all but the most critical of...


Read more

www.insidehook.com


Do you have an opportunity or announcement you'd like to share with the

GCC community? Send us an email!

Global Change Center | Virginia Tech | 540-231-5400 | www.globalchange.vt.edu
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