ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I would like to thank Drs. George S. Libey, Stephen A. Smith, and Eric M.
Hallerman for all of their guidance throughout my thesis research. 1 would also like to
thank fellow graduate students Keith Tompkins, Antar Gamble Hall, and Brian Brazil for
all their advice and peer support. Thanks also to Mark Kidd, Justin Sipiorski, and all the
other technicians and volunteers at the Aquaculture Center.

Special thanks to my parents, Jim and Nancy, and sisters, Marcy and Amy, for
supporting me throughout this adventure. Finally, thanks to my fiancé, Kate Leibham for

giving me the freedom to pursue this opportunity.



