
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY 

Blacksburg, Virginia 24061 

April 3,. 1978 

MEMORANDUM 

TO 
	

Members of the Commission on Student Affairs 

FROM: 	 Linda H. Owens 
	 >iv awe,..) 

Secretary 

SUBJECT: 
	

Minutes of the Meeting of Thursday, March 30, 1978 

The Commission on Student Affairs met on Thursday, March 30, 1978 at 
4:00 p.m. in Room 344 of Squires Student Center. The following members 
were absent: Dean J. R. Nichols represented by Dean Overton Johnson; 
Mr. Louis Haley represented by Ms. Lisa Krach; Mr. Daniel Ludeman re-
presented by Mr. Jeff Goldman; Dr. Jeanne Howard. 

The following items were cc. isidere6: 

1. The minutes of the meeting of March 2, 1978 were approved as distributed. 

2. The agenda was approved with the following additions: 

a. Mr. Joe Van den Berg requests permission for Alpha Phi Alpha to 
advertise campus wide prior to the Black and Gold Ball to be held Saturday, 
April 8, 1978 	00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. at the Sheraton Red Lion Inn. 
There will bc: 	a;.nission charge of $25.00 per couple for the semi-formal 
ball and banquet. The 7rograrn is open to the public and alcoholic beverages 
will be served. The program will be advertised through posters on campus. 
Mr. Van den Berg explained that this was being added to the agenda as an 
emergency since the program was scheduled prior to the next.  Comm'ssion 
meeting Due to problems in scheduling a band the program had been 
car...celled prior to Spring Break. Having contracted a band the organization 
would now like to sponsor the program. 

There was discussion at this point concerning the definition of an emergency 
and the procedures to be used in adding emergency items to the agenda. There 
was evident confusion concerning this matter among the Commission members. 
It was suggested that additional thought be given to the questions raised and 
that it be discussed at a later time. 

b. Ms. Kathy Rowe requested that Items number 12 and 13 on the agenda 
be considered as the first items on the agenda, 
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3. Ms. Kathy Rowe reviewed the changes in the Calendar of Events for 1978-79. 
The Calendar of Events has traditionally been approved by the Commission on Student 
Affairs in the Spring Quarter.. A calendar is then printed listing the activities 
planned for the next academic year. Following a study of the effectiveness 
of the University Calendar of Events, Ms. Rowe concluded that the majority of 
events sponsored on campus are not included in the original calendar and that 
a number of items included in the calendar are incorrect. In order to increase 
the effectiveness and accuracy of the Calendar of Events, Ms. Rowe proposed 
eliminating the calendar in the old format and replacing it with a calendar that 
would be updated and printed every three months. This calendar would be 
mimeographed and distributed with the minutes of the Commission on Student 
Affairs. It was suggested that this new calendar format be printed in the 
Collegiate Times. Dr. Forrest Thye moved to table this item until the Commission 
can consider the financial expenses involved in printing the calendar in the 
Collegiate Times. The motion was seconded and passed by a vote of 16 for, 
1 against, 0 abstentions. 

4. Ms. Kathy Rowe requested consideration of a proposal to require that the 
facilities for an event be reserved prior to approval being sought by the Commission. 
If this is accepted by the Commission, Spring Quarter would be used as a 
transition period. Ms. Rowe stated that the reason for this proposal is to provide 
students with a place to start in the approval process and to help the Commission 
know without question that the facilities were available and reserved. There 
was discussion against this proposal stating that it would be too stringent 
and inflexible and may inhibit small organizations. The Commission questioned 
how facility reservptiens would be verified. Dr. Dean questioned if this 
policy would be upheld when an organization was requesting an emergency 
addition to the agenda. Dr. Dean stated that the Commission must follow this 
policy procedure once it is approved. Ms. Kathy Rowe moved for approval. The 
motion was seconded and failed by a vote of 2 for, 12 against, 2 abstentions. 

5. Mr. Marvin Blecher, representing Hillel, requested permission to advertise 
prior to and sponsor a concert featuring Moshe Shur, The Singing Rabbi" • on 
Thursday, April 13, 1978 at 8:00 p.m. in the Squires Coffee House. The.  program 
will be open to the public with no admieaion charge. Advertising will be campus 
wide. Gen, Earl Acuff moved for approval. The motion was seconded and passed 
unanimously. 

6. Mr. N. M. Balasubrahmanyam, representing the international Club and the 
International Student Office, requested permission to advertise prior to and 
sponsor International Week. The International Week activities are as follows: 

a. 	Parade of Nations—on Saturday, April 1, 1978 at 10:00 .m. from 
the Blacksburg Middle School to the Drillfielcl. Permission for the parade 
is being sought from Chief of Police Broyles and Dr. A. H. Krebs, the 
Vice President for Administration. 
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b. International Children's Games—on Saturday, April 1, 1978 from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the Drillfield. Permission to use University facilities 
is being sought from the Office of the Vice President for Administration. 

c. International Soccer Match—to be held on Sunday. April 2, 1978 at 
2: 30 p .y.n 

on the soccer field. Coach Jerry Cheynet has been contacted for 
permission to use the soccer field. 

d. 
International Trade Seminar—on Monday, April 3, 1978 from 2:00 p.m. 

to 4;00 p.m. in Room C of the Center for Continuing Education. This program is 
sponsored by the Office of International Programs and will involve representatives 
of the Cammonwe:alth of Virginia, local industries, and American and International 
students. 

e. 
The Seminar on the Middle East sponsored by the Virginia Tech Union 

on Monday, April 3, 1978 at 7:30 p.m. has been cancelled. 

f. International Movie—on Tuesday, April 4, 1978. This program is 
sponsored by the Virginia Tech Union. 

g. A lecture--by Ian Player, Chairman of the World Wilderness Foundation, 
will be on Tuesday, April 4, 1978 at 7:00 p.m,. in the Agriculture Auditorium, 
146 Smyth Hall. This program is sponsOred by the Student Chapter of Wildlife 
Society at Virginia Tech. 

h. International Exhibits—on Thursday, April 6, 1978 from 11:00 a.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. in the Old Dominion Ballroom in Squires Student Center. 

i. International Exhibits—on Friday, 1..pril 7, 1978 from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. in the Old Dominion Ballroom of Squires Student Center. 

j. Virginia Tech Union International Children's Movie--on Saturday, 
April 8, 1978 at 10: 00 a.m. in Squires Student Center. 

k. International Pot Luck Dinner—on Saturday, April 8, 1978 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Wesley Foundation. The program is open to the public and there will be an admission charge of $.50 per person to cover the cost of drinks. The Pot 
Luck Dinner tickets are on sale in the International Student Office, 104 Patton 
Hall. There will be a3e T:l.ta-national movie shown during the dinner and there 
will be a charge el $.50 for this to cover the film rental charge. 

1. • Slide Show on Chinese Painting--to be held Tuesday, April 4, 1978 from 
7: 30 p.m. to 9: 30 p.m. in the Coffee House of Squires Student Center.  ._ Mr. Liu, 
an Internationally known artist, will give the slide show. The Chinese Student 
Association is co-sponsoring this program with the International Student Club. 
Refreshments will be served. 
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The International Week programs will be advertised in local newspapers radio, 
television, posters and flyers. All events are open to the public and free of 
charge unless otherwise stated. This program was approved by Dr. James W. 
Dean in lieu of Commission consideration on March 7, 1978 during the period of 
time between the Commission meetings with the stipulation that Ms. Larkin Dudley, 
Counselor for International Student Programs present this program at the March 
30, 1978 Commission meeting. Mr. Steve Mathews moved for approval. The 
motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

7. Mr. James Johnson, representing the Virginia Tech Horticulture Club, 
requested permission to advertise campus wide prior to a green plant sale 
this Spring. This is an annual fund raiser for the club. The sale is 
scheduled for Friday, April 7,, 1978 from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. and on Saturday 
April 8, 1978 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The sale is open to the general public 
and will be held in 144 Smyth Hall. Dr. C. L. McCombs, Head of the Horticulture 
Department, has granted permission for the use of this room for the sale, The 
sale will be advertised through local newspapers, radio, Daily  Bulletin and 
posters. The plants will be purchased from the club treasury and all profits will 
be returned to the clot- treasury for use by the club in related activities. Dr. 
Raymond Smoot, in i.hc. Office of the Vice President for Administration, has granted 
permission to conduct this sale on campus. Gen. Earl Acuff moved for approval. 
The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

8. Ms. Vicki Takagi, representing the Virginia Tech Union, requested permission 
to advertise prior to and sponsor a speaker, Mr. Mike Wallace, on Tuesday, 
April 4, 1978 at 7:30 p.m. in Burruss Hall Auditorium. The program is open 
to the public with no admission charge. 

The program was approved by Dr. James W. Dean in lieu of Commission considera-
tion on March 7, 1978 during the period between Commission meetings with the 
stipulation that the Virginia Tech Union would present this request to the 
Commission at the March 30, 1978 meeting. Ms. Vicki Takagi moved for 
approval. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

9, Ms. Mary Beth Hess, representing the Student Budget Board, requested 
approval of the Student Budget Board recommendation to allocate $328.00 
from the Small Grants Program to the Handball-Racquetball Club. Materials 
concerning this request were enclosed with the agenda. Mr. Steve Mathews 
moved for approval. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

10. Cadet Grayson Derk Dodson, representing Alpha Phi Omega, requested 
permission to advertise prior to and sponsor campus tours every Saturday 
during Spring Quarter, 1978 between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. originating 
in Squires Student Center. This activity is done in coordination with the 
Admissions Office. The tours are free and have been conducted annually 
for many years by Alpha Phi Omega. Dr. Overton Johnson moved for 
approval. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
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11. Ms. Nancy Kelly and Ms. Mary Dalton requested the opportunity to voice 
their opinions on the Miss Virginia Tech Pageant and to present a petition signed 
by students, staff, and faculty members expressing their discontent with this 
pageant. The discontent stems from three basic factors: 

1. That the collective name of Virginia Tech has been used in the 
sponsorship of this pageant when many members of the University community 
do not agree with this use of the University name. 

2. That the pageant offers as a prize an academic scholarship while 
utilizing non-academic standards in choosing the prizes. 

3. That the pageant is blatantly sexist in that it treats women as 
sex objects and men: cannot participate in the contest. 

The petition contained 555 signatures of individuals against the publicity, 
rules and procedures of the pageant. A core group of approximately six 
to eight students acting independently organized this petition drive. Some 
assistance was provided by the Women's Collective. The women stated that 
they did not want to interfere with Phi Kappa Sigmais right to sponsor a 
pageant, however they objected to the use of the University name in conjunction 
with this pageant. Following lengthy discussion Mr. Chimenye Okereke 
moved to reconsider the Commission approval of the Miss Virginia Tech 
Pageant. The motion died for a lack of a second. 

12. Mr. Barry Grif 	representing the Human Relations Council, requested 
permission to advertise prior to and sponsor Black Cultural Emphasis Week 
during the first week of April. The schedule for the program is as follows: 

a. Mr. Jack Gravely, Executive Secretary of the Virginia State 
Conference NAACP will speak on Monday, April 3, 1978 from 7: 00 p.m, to 
11:00 p.m. at the Wesley Foundation. 

b. "Block Shows" will be presented by various fraternities and 
sororities on Tuesday. April 4,1978 from 7:00 p.m. to /1: 00 p.m, tthe 
Wesley Foundation. 

c. Mr. Sam Greenlee will present a lecture along with the film 
"The Spook Who Sat By The Door" on Wednesday, April 5, 1978 from 7:00 
p.m. to 11: 00 p.m. in Whittemore Hall, 

d. • A fashion show will be conducted by the members of the Human 
Relations Council on Thursday, April 6, 1978 from 7: 00.p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
at the Wesley Foundation. 

e. A dance on Friday, April 7, 1978 from 8:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight 
in Squires Student Center. A live band will perform. The program is open 
to the public with an admission charge of $.50 per person. 
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All of the above programs are open to the public with no admission charge unless 
otherwise stated above. Mr. Joe Van den Berg moved for approval. The motion 
was seconded and passed unanimously. 

13. Cadet Greg Davis, representing Alpha Phi Alpha, requested permission 
to advertise campus wide prior to the Sixth Annual Black and Gold Ball on 
Saturday, April 8, 1978 from 6: 00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. at the Sheraton Red Lion - 
Inn. This program is held in connection with Black Cultural Emphasis Week. 
The semi-formal ball and banquet are open to the public with an admission 
charge of $25.00 per couple. Alcoholic beverages will be served. The program 
will be advertised through posters on campus. Mr. Joe Van den Berg moved 
for approval. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. Copies of the minutes of the Publications Board meeting of March 8, 1978 
were enclosed with the agenda. 

2, Copies of the minutes of the Virginia Tech Union Board. of Governors 
meeting of February 26, 1978 were enclosed with the agenda. 

3. Ms. Vicki Takagi, representing the Virginia Tech Union, announced a 
concert on the Commission approved date of 'Friday, April 14, 1978. This 
program was approved at the meeting of January 19, 1978. The concert will 
feature the Grateful Dead on Friday, April 14, 1978 at 7: 00 p.m. in the 
Cassell Coliseum. Ticket prices will be $6.00 for Virginia Tech students with 
a valid I .D D. and $7.00 for the general public and at the door. 

4. Copies of the standard procedures for the Approval of Events Held and/or 
Publicized on Campus and the approval form prepared by Ms. Kathy Rowe and 
Ms. Linda Owens were enclosed with the agenda. 

5. Acknowledgmonnt of the items approved by Ms. Kathy Rowe, Counselor 
for Student Programs and Services, in lieu of Commission consideration during 
the period of February 23-March 23, 1978. 

6. The next meeting of the Commission on Student Affairs will be Thursday. 
April 13, 1978 at 4:00 p.m. in Room 344 of Squires Student Center. 

cc: Dr. William E. Lavery 
Dr. A. H. Krebs 
Dr. Raymond Smoot 
Mr. Warren H. Strother 
Ms. Elizabeth Bradley 
Editor, Collegiate Times  
Department Heads 
Mr. Marvin Blecher 
Mr. James Johnson 
Ms. Nancy Kelly 
Mr. Barry Geiffin 

Dr. John D. Wilson 
Mr. Minnis Ridenour 
Dr. Ronald J. Nurse 

Thomas C. Lile 
News Director, WUVT 
Members of the University Council 
Members of the Faculty Senate 
Mr. N. M. Balasubrahrnan.yarn 
Cadet Grayson Derk Dodson 
Cadet Greg Davis 


