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Improving Rainfall Index Insurance: Evaluating Effects of Fine-Scale
Data and Interactive Tools in the PRF-RI Program

Ramaraja Ramanujan

(ABSTRACT)

Since its inception, the Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage Rainfall Index (PRF-RI) insurance

program has issued a total of $8.8 billion in payouts. Given the program’s significance, this

thesis investigates methodologies to help improve it. For the first part, we evaluated the

impact of finer-scale precipitation data on insurance payouts by comparing how the payout

distribution differs between the program’s current dataset and the finer-scale precipitation

dataset by creating a simulated scenario where all parameters are constant except the rainfall

index computed by the respective dataset. The analysis for Texas in 2021 revealed that

using the finer-scale dataset to compute the rainfall index would result in payouts worth

$27 million less than the current dataset. The second part of the research involved the

development of two interactive decision-support tools: the “Next-Gen PRF” web tool and the

“AgInsurance LLM” chatbot. These tools were designed to help users understand complex

insurance parameters and make informed decisions regarding their insurance policies. User

studies for the “Next-Gen PRF” tool measured usability, comprehension decision-making

efficiency, and user experience, showing that it outperforms traditional methods by providing

insightful visualizations and detailed descriptions. The findings suggest that using fine-scale

precipitation data and advanced decision-support technologies can substantially benefit the

PRF-RI program by reducing spatial basis risk and promoting user education, thus leading

to higher user engagement and enrollment.



Improving Rainfall Index Insurance: Evaluating Effects of Fine-Scale
Data and Interactive Tools in the PRF-RI Program

Ramaraja Ramanujan

(GENERAL AUDIENCE ABSTRACT)

The Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage Rainfall Index (PRF-RI) program helps farmers manage

drought risk. Since it started, it has paid farmers about $8.8 billion. This study looks into

ways to improve the program. We first examined whether using rain data at a more finer

spatial resolution could affect how much money is paid out. In Texas in 2021, we found

that using this finer spatial resolution data could have reduced payouts by $27 million,

underscoring the importance of evaluating our proposed change. Additionally, we created

two new tools to help farmers understand and choose their insurance options more easily:

the “Next-Gen PRF” web tool and the “AgInsurance LLM” chatbot. These tools seek to

provide clear visuals and explanations. User studies with these tools show they help users

learn more effectively and make more informed decisions compared to existing tools. Overall,

our research suggests that using finer spatial resolution precipitation data as well as these

interactive tools can enhance the insurance program, including by making it easier to engage

with, and enabling farmers to evaluate if and how this program can help them resolve their

weather risk management problems.
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LLM Large Language Model

PRF Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage

PRF-RI Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage - Rainfall Index

Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage (PRF) are land management systems used in agriculture

for grazing livestock and growing forage plants, where pastures are intensively managed

grasslands, rangelands are natural landscapes like grasslands (and deserts) used for extensive

grazing, and forage refers to the plants consumed by livestock.

The Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage - Rainfall Index (PRF-RI) program is a USDA insurance

plan that provides coverage to livestock producers for losses of forage due to insufficient

rainfall, using a rainfall index to measure precipitation levels against historical averages.

Large Language Models (LLMs) are advanced artificial intelligence systems designed to un-

derstand and generate human-like text by analyzing vast amounts of written language data.

These models can perform a variety of language-based tasks, including translation, summa-

rization, and conversation.

xi



Pasture, rangeland, and forage areas constitute roughly 55% of the total land area in the

United States [34]. They provide a range of ecosystem services, including serving as a feed

supply for livestock. These lands predominantly rely on rainfall, making them susceptible to

productivity declines due to adverse weather conditions such as droughts. As of March 2024,

it is estimated that 19% of the contiguous U.S. is experiencing moderate to severe drought

conditions [13]. Such droughts not only diminish the land’s productivity but also affect the

livelihoods of those managing these areas.

To help protect livestock producers against such adverse weather conditions, in 2007, the

U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) launched a pilot rainfall

index-insurance program for pasture, rangeland, and forage areas in the continental U.S. that

indemnifies agricultural producers against the financial risks of anomalously low rainfall. The

pilot program ran from 2007 to 2011, and then later in 2016, it expanded as a permanent

fixture across the entirety of the continental U.S. Most agricultural insurance programs

provide payouts to producers based on their land’s productivity loss; however, the Pasture,

Rangeland, and Forage Rainfall Index (henceforth PRF-RI) program pays producers when

the observed rainfall (i.e., the index) in the covered region falls below a prior historical average

benchmark. The PRF-RI program is a single-peril index-based insurance, single-peril as it

provides protection only against low rainfall, and index-based as it provides payouts against

a rainfall index. Index insurance programs, such as the PRF-RI program, have increasingly

1
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become popular over the years compared to traditional insurance programs because they

offer the benefit of quick payouts based on an externally observable proxy of poor conditions

such as precipitation. The implementation of such programs is greatly simplified as payouts

are doled out based on whether the index is below a certain threshold, thus avoiding the

hassle of having the insurance agency send out their agents to visit the producer’s land to

survey damages and estimate premiums. The simplicity of the program’s implementation

makes it more accessible to a broader range of producers across the county. Also, it saves

costs for policymakers, which are then transferred as savings in insurance premiums to the

producer.

As seen in Figure A.1 (see Appendix), from its inception in 2007, through 2023, the PRF-RI

program has sold approximately 580,000 policies, with about 425,000 resulting in payouts—

indicating a payout rate of roughly 73%. The total premium collected by the program

amounts to $8.4 billion. Of this amount, $4.5 billion is subsidized by the USDA, leaving $3.9

billion paid by the producers themselves (refer Figure A.2 in Appendix). Figure A.2 (see

Appendix) shows that the program has ended up paying $8.8 billion as payouts since its start,

which results in an overall loss ratio of 1.05. Given the program’s apparent significance in

enrollment and its financials, there is a need for it to be examined and evaluated to determine

ways in which it can be improved.

This thesis adopts two primary approaches to evaluate and improve the PRF-RI program.

The first approach investigates how fine-scale precipitation data affects the program’s pay-

outs compared to the coarse-scale precipitation data it currently uses. A common challenge

associated with weather index insurance is the mismatch or divergence between the selected

index or parameter used to indemnify losses and the actual losses or damages experienced

by the insured. Whereas this mismatch, often known as basis risk, can arise from various

factors, this thesis focuses on one such contributing factor: spatial basis risk. In short, spa-
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tial basis risk refers to how weather conditions vary across a given area, meaning a spatially

coarse dataset may fail to adequately capture conditions and experiences over a large space.

The hypothesis tested in this approach is that using fine-scale precipitation data leads to

lower and more accurate payouts. Thus, taxpayers save money that can be redirected to

other relief measures, and the program’s participants gain confidence.

The second approach focuses on improving the program’s understandability and accessibility

to a broader audience. As with any insurance program, it may be daunting for people from

diverse backgrounds across different places to sift through various documents, terminologies,

and jargon associated with the program. Lack of knowledge could lead to incorrect decisions

made while choosing the parameters for the program on enrollment, leading to low satisfac-

tion and, subsequently, low enrollment rates. Educating current and potential participants

of the program is, therefore, vital to its success. Current methods, predominantly webinars

and PDF handouts, may not sufficiently engage or inform potential participants. To address

this, the thesis proposes the development of an innovative, interactive, and easily usable tool

called the “Next-Gen PRF Tool.” It not only helps to educate the user about the insur-

ance program but also helps them navigate different parameter choices by providing visual

insights based on historical trends. It also offers customizable insurance scenarios that let

you adjust the parameters and explore different risk management strategies. The tool aims

to educate the program’s participants to help them make informed decisions. We hypothe-

size that the ”Next-Gen PRF Tool” educates users, enabling them to make more informed

enrollment decisions. To test this, we conduct user studies with producers and insurance

extension agents, assessing their views on the tool’s usability, information comprehension,

and user experience through post-study interview questions, as described in Section 4.3.1.5.

In summary, this thesis aims to improve the PRF-RI insurance program through the following

contributions:
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1. Conducts a comprehensive analysis of the impact of employing fine-scale precipitation

data within the PRF-RI program. This approach directly addresses spatial basis risk,

aiming to make insurance payouts more precise and equitable, thus potentially reducing

instances of overpayments (false positives) and underpayments (false negatives).

2. Explores the extent of spatial basis risk by examining variations in precipitation data

across the areas covered by the program. This analysis highlights the discrepancies that

can arise from using coarse-scale data, further supporting the case for more localized

data usage.

3. Provides an intuitive, usable, and interactive tool designed to aid producers in making

informed decisions regarding their insurance needs. This tool aims to demystify the

insurance enrollment process and enhance user engagement.

4. Proposes the novel use of Large Language Models (LLMs) for educational purposes

within the insurance sector. It outlines potential strategies for leveraging advanced

AI technologies to improve the understanding and dissemination of complex insurance

information.

5. Establishes a publicly accessible repository of PRF-RI program data, which serves as

a valuable resource for further research. This repository enables other researchers to

conduct detailed analyses, helping to foster a deeper collective understanding of the

program’s impacts and areas for improvement.



Agricultural insurance serves as a critical risk management tool to mitigate the financial

impact of climatic unpredictability. Among various schemes, the Pasture, Rangeland, and

Forage Rainfall Index (PRF-RI) program stands out due to its unique approach to using

index-based insurance mechanisms. This chapter reviews the existing literature related to

the PRF-RI program, including the use of fine-scale precipitation data, program enrollment,

and the application of large language models (LLMs).

Traditional crop insurance offers payouts based on individual losses that are assessed by

insurance companies. However, such insurance suffers from issues like: (1) the costs associ-

ated with assessing the damage in widely spread out fields which are mostly heterogeneous

in terms of crops grown and (2) information mismatch between the producers and the in-

surance company regarding the assessment [25]. As a result, index-based insurance started

becoming popular in the 1990s. Index-based insurance provides payouts based on an in-

dex, which is usually a weather index, vegetation index, or another form of indicator that’s

correlated with the producer’s yield. Index-based insurance has risen in popularity as it is

straightforward and simple to implement, has less chance for dispute between the producers

and the insurance provider as it’s based on absolute values of an index, and reduces costs as

5
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no loss assessments are required [7].

However, when the index doesn’t correlate well with the producer’s outcome, this results

in an uninsured risk, termed basis risk. Basis risk severely undermines the effectiveness of

the index-based insurance program as it reduces the confidence of the enrolled producers,

leading to low demand [10]. A study of the PRF-RI program’s rainfall index across three

university-managed ranches in Kansas and Nebraska showed that the overall basis risk was

about 26% [56]. Another study in California, conducted on about 63 million acres of land

for two chosen index intervals, shows that the basis risk probability for false negatives is 31%

to 46% for one interval (14%–25% for both intervals) [56].

The PRF-RI program uses the Climate Prediction Center’s Unified Gauge-Based Analysis

of Global Precipitation from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA

CPC) dataset to compute the index. The NOAA CPC dataset is a gridded precipitation

dataset where the precipitation data is recorded by weather stations and aggregated into

grids of spatial resolution 0.25� latitude by 0.25� longitude (Figure A.7 in the Appendix).

Given the vast area covered by each grid, there is a high chance the index computed from

the grid would not account for localized losses, which would lead to spatial basis risk. One

solution discussed in a report by a former program administrator concerns a contracted

report that suggests the possibility of using smaller grid sizes [55]. Since the program’s

inception in 2007, many advances in the field of geospatial engineering have given rise to

numerous finer-scale gridded precipitation datasets.

A recent report contracted by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) contrasts the NOAA

CPC dataset with various other precipitation datasets [11]. However, the comparisons were

simply based on the values across a particular region, and did not dive deeper into how

it would affect the program, for instance, the effect on payouts. Chapter 3 addresses the

question of how using a different dataset, specifically a finer-scale resolution precipitation
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dataset, could impact spatial basis risk and how it would influence payouts.

Only 45% of continental U.S. pasture, rangeland, and forage areas were enrolled in the

program [43].

A study by Goodrich et al. [18], which surveyed producers in the Northeast and Southeast

U.S., showed that only 36% (58%) of producers in the Northeast (Southeast) are aware of

the program. The study shows that producers in the Northeast primarily relied on the news,

extension agents, and crop insurance agents to get information about insurance products.

Meanwhile, producers in the Southeast mainly get their information from extension and

crop insurance agents. The authors investigated why some producers, despite being aware

of the program, chose not to enroll. They discovered that the primary reason (31%) was

that producers considered the program irrelevant. Despite 31% of producers believing the

program wasn’t relevant to them, this belief is unfounded since only eligible producers were

included in the study. This suggests that those producers who thought the program was

irrelevant were misinformed, likely due to a lack of information or the program’s complexity.

Other reasons that interest us for not enrolling were the program’s complexity (13%) and

not having an extension or crop insurance agent (9%), both of which reinforce the notion

that lack of information about the program serves as a barrier for enrollment.

Chapter 4 proposes an approach where an interactive tool could help overcome the infor-

mation barrier issues highlighted above by breaking down the program into easily digestible

pieces that are accessible and easily comprehensible to the general public.
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Large Language Models (LLMs) have become a household name since the release of ChatGPT

[37] in 2022. LLMs have significantly advanced Natural Language Processing [57]. These

models generate human-like responses to questions and user prompts, thanks to their training

on massive amounts of textual data from numerous data sources scraped from the web [16].

The application of LLMs in various domains is still a growing topic. When considering LLMs

for use in a domain like insurance, it is important to consider whether they are technically

viable and whether the risks are understood. Balona’s paper is helpful as it provides a

framework for identifying direct applications of LLMs in insurance [4]. The framework

consists of two decision trees: 1) Technical assessment tree and 2) Risk assessment tree.

These help to assess whether the given task is technically appropriate for using an LLM and

if the broader risks are evaluated.

Chapter 4, Section 4.3.2, proposes an exploratory approach to how LLMs can be used as an

educational tool for insurance enrollees.
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One of the leading challenges in a weather-based index insurance program, like the PRF-RI

program, is basis risk, which is when the weather index used (e.g., rainfall level) does not

perfectly correlate with the actual losses experienced by the insured party. This scenario

results in the policyholder being worse off than without insurance—as the policyholder both

pays the premium to purchase insurance but does not receive the anticipated buffer against

downside conditions, which leaves them vulnerable to risks. Basis risk heavily undermines

the trust in insurance products, leading to reduced insurance enrollment. Further, producers

might “game” basis risk by manipulating activities or data to trigger payouts not due to

actual losses but because of discrepancies between the index and ground realities.

A significant contributing factor to basis risk is the spatial variability of the data used

to compute the index. This problem, known as spatial basis risk, occurs when the index is

calculated using data from a network of weather stations, which may not be precisely located

at the insured’s property but rather represent a larger region. Suppose the actual conditions

on the insured’s land differ from those recorded by the nearest weather stations (e.g., less

rain fell on the property than in the region generally). In that case, the farmer may suffer

a loss without receiving an insurance payout because the regional index did not trigger a

claim.

Recent innovations, data availability, and geospatial processing techniques have unlocked

the ability to resolve conditions at a finer scale, offering a potential opportunity to reduce

spatial basis risk. Within this context, this work examines the case of two different precipi-

tation measures—one at coarser resolution used by the current PRF program and another at

finer spatial resolution increasingly used by other relief programs throughout the world—to

quantify the magnitude of differences emerging from the use of newer, more finely resolved



11

precipitation data. We represent such differences spatially as well as translate these differ-

ences into estimated dollar amounts corresponding to what would have happened if the finer

spatial resolution data were applied to observed enrollment in the state of Texas, selected

due to its status as the state with the largest number of enrollees and payouts since the

program’s launch.

In particular, this work examines three primary research questions:

1. How much variation exists in the current program?

2. How much would payout determinations differ with the more finely resolved precipi-

tation data?

3. How would the magnitude of payouts differ if more finely resolved precipitation data

was used to trigger payouts?

Figure 3.1 summarizes the methodology used to answer the research questions outlined in

Section 3.2. Subsequent sections break down the pieces and provide further explanations.

We compare how finer and coarser estimates of precipitation compare across space, and then

examine the differences in the determinations and the magnitude of payouts that would arise

using each resolution data across Texas in 2021.

Our study area focuses on the U.S. state of Texas. Texas possesses an economically significant

cattle industry that heavily depends on pasture, forage, and rangelands distributed across the
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Figure 3.1: Methodology for analyzing the impact of using NOAA CPC Vs. CHIRPS dataset
for the PRF-RI program.

state, with notable concentrations of beef cattle operations in the northwest and southeast

regions of the state [34]. The state is also of interest given its varying climatic regions.

The western third of the state near the Trans-Pecos region exhibits desert, semi-arid con-

ditions with less than 16 inches of annual rainfall on average. In contrast, the eastern

two thirds exhibit more temperate patterns consistent with Humid Subtropical or Oceanic

Köppen–Geiger classifications, with highly variable rainfall that typically totals at least 30

inches throughout the year [40]. Corresponding to the large size of the state, economic sig-

nificance of the livestock sector, and the wide climatic variation within the state, Texas was

the state with the single highest enrollment (36.8% share of overall enrollment, refer Fig-

ure A.3 in Appendix) and most substantial payouts ($2.43 billion) in the PRF-RI program

since its inception (Figure A.4 in Appendix). The state has also observed one of the highest

loss ratios across the country [11], implying a high magnitude of payouts relative to premia
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collected. In this analysis, we investigate and simulate payout determinations across all 254

Texas counties in 2021, i.e., the year with the most payouts since the program’s start.

We primarily use three sources of data in our analyses.

The PRF-RI program uses the Climate Prediction Center’s Unified Gauge-Based Analysis

of Global Precipitation from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (2023)

to compute the rainfall index that determines whether payouts (indemnities) are due. The

gridded data has a spatial resolution of 0.25� latitude by 0.25� longitude (refer Figure 3.2).

The rainfall index is calculated as the amount of monthly cumulative rainfall observed within

that grid divided by the average of monthly cumulative rainfall since the year of first record

(1948) up until two years prior to the year of the policy purchase. This is per the protocol

outlined in the RMA handbook [50].

The Climate Hazards group InfraRed Precipitation with Station data (CHIRPS) is another

gridded precipitation dataset developed and maintained by The Climate Hazards Group at

the University of California, Santa Barbara [17]. CHIRPS spans the period 1981 to the

present. It combines satellite imagery and ground station observations to provide daily

rainfall and snowfall estimates across the globe with 0.05 degrees spatial resolution (refer

Figure 3.3). We extract CHIRPS data over the relevant time frame from the Google Earth

Engine Platform [22] and use the same methods to calculate variation in rainfall relative



14

Figure 3.2: NOAA CPC Grid (ID 20599) over the Blacksburg-Christiansburg area in Mont-
gomery County.

to historical averages as the CPC protocol mentioned above, with the constraint of using a

later date for first records due to data availability. More specifically, to align the CHIRPS

data with the bi-monthly index intervals used by the insurance program, we calculate the

total cumulative precipitation for each of the 11 intervals for every year available within the

CHIRPS dataset. We then generate a comparable index using the following equation [50],

RI(x; i; t) =
x(i; t)

x(i; t � 2)

where

• RI is the rainfall index.

• x(i; t) is the cummulative rainfall in interval i and year t.

• x(i; t � 2) is the mean rainfall in interval i from the first year available to 2 years prior
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to year t. First year available: 1948 (CPC), 1981 (CHIRPS).

Figure 3.3: CHIRPS Grids over the Blacksburg-Christiansburg area in Montgomery County.

Despite differing baselines, we argue this selection is still reasonable, given that insurance

companies typically require 20-30 years of historical data to price their products [5], which

this data product still provides.

We draw upon two USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA) datasets to generate our payout

comparisons. First, the USDA RMA Summary of Business data [43] provides information on

the number of policies sold, indemnities, premia, and subsidies on a per county basis, among

other characteristics relevant for evaluating the magnitude of premia and payouts for the

PRF-RI Program. We also extract parameters needed to calculate payout magnitudes—e.g.,

county productivity (base) values—from the Pasture, Rangeland, Forage Decision Support

Tool API [49]. We associate all of these data to vector files that outline the area of Texas
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counties, as extracted from [47].

As indicated in Section 3.3.2, the PRF-RI program uses CPC gridded precipitation data

(0.25� x 0.25�) to determine payouts, whereas we seek to compare estimates derived from

the more finely resolved CHIRPS dataset (0.05� x 0.05�). Using this more finely resolved data

offers the advantage of being able to examine how much variation exists within a given CPC

grid, which starts to address the concerns of spatial basis risk implied by [55], as discussed

in Chapter 2.

To characterize variation exhibited within each NOAA CPC grid used in the PRF-RI pro-

gram, we first partition each CPC grid into 25 smaller grids equivalent in size to each

constituent CHIRPS observation. For each of these 25 CHIRPS grids, we calculate the total

precipitation measured in each of the eleven index intervals for all the years from 2007 to

2021. We then evaluate all 25 CHIRPS grids contained within a given CPC grid, and cal-

culate the coefficient of variation (CV ) across them. The CV is a descriptive statistic that

captures relative variability. It is calculated as the ratio of the standard deviation (�) to the

mean (�), i.e., CV = �
�
.

The CV allows us to generate more relevant comparisons than, for example, other descrip-

tive statistics such as standard deviation. For example, while standard deviation would be

expected to indicate a higher standard deviation in places that experience higher expected cu-

mulative rainfall in the eastern portion of Texas (per Section 3.3.1), the mean-normalization

conducted through the CV enables to evaluate relative variability. An emphasis on rela-

tive variability aligns well programmatically with the goals and payout construction of the

PRF-RI program that compares current values against local historical means.
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To evaluate the implications of using more finely resolved precipitation estimates, we first

examine how frequently the intra-grid variations we observe result in changes to payout de-

terminations. Calculating this value requires selecting coverage levels to use as the threshold

for triggering payouts. We thus start our analysis by using the most typical coverage level

of 0.9 and evaluate when a CHIRPS-based grid would trigger payouts at that coverage level,

compared against when the corresponding CPC-based grid would. For comparison, we then

use the lowest possible coverage level of 0.7, which reflects a concern about near catastrophic

losses, and quantify the degree of (dis)agreement between payout determinations across these

grids.

There are a total of 27,705 CHIRPS observations, given that typically twenty-five CHIRPS

observations fall within any given CPC grid except for CPC grids overlapping water bodies,

which have a smaller number of CHIRPS observations.

We also estimate the magnitude of payouts derived from both precipitation datasets used to

trigger payouts. However, this process requires making a few assumptions for tractability.

First, in contrast to the evaluation from Section 3.3.4, our unit of analysis now shifts from

the grid level to the county level, as counties are the primitive unit used in the publicly

available USDA summary of business data that records prior payouts using the CPC grids.

Making this shift requires making an assumption about how many policies—and their asso-

ciated payouts—reported within each (irregularly shaped) county are associated with each
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uniformly spaced grid. To do this, we calculate how much of a county’s total area intersects

with a given grid, and we then weight the value observed in the given grid correspondingly.

For example, Rockwall County, Texas, spans two NOAA CPC grids that account for 8%

and 92% of the county area, respectively. Therefore, we weight the observations in the cor-

responding CPC grid with 0.08 and 0.92 to generate an overall Rockwall County estimate.

We calculate CHIRPS weights similarly.

Furthermore, although the USDA provides information about how many policies select a

given index interval and coverage (trigger) level in a given county-year, we do not know how

producers allocate their total desired protection across intervals (i.e., the ‘interval alloca-

tion’). We therefore extract the top two index intervals (by acreage) reported in the USDA

data for each grid-year and assign a 50% coverage weight to each of the two intervals. We

use the base land productivity value for the county (‘county base value’) and number of acres

insured as extracted from the USDA RMA API [49], and we assume that the productivity

factor, which represents the relative yield productivity of the insured’s acreage compared

to the county average, matches the county average reflected in that base value, i.e., equals

1). We also assume the producer share is 1, corresponding to full insurable interest in the

insured crop. Removing the productivity factor and producer share from the equation for

simplicity—since they are set to one—we can thus estimate the protection for each county

as:

Protection = County Base Value � Coverage Level � Acres � Interval Allocation (3.1)

Obtaining county protection values (the insured coverage amount) allows us to then calculate

the magnitude of payouts by multiplying the protection values by the payment calculation

factor (PCF). The PCF, in a nutshell, represents the percentage of “loss” experienced in a

given grid-interval relative to the historical normal in that grid-interval and the threshold
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(coverage) values reflected in the “trigger”, i.e., (Trigger � )/Trigger. Fundamentally,

although all the other parameters influence the magnitude of the results we observe, to

emphasize the importance of spatial resolution, the only input that varies across our estimates

is the index value, calculated per the protocol in Section 3.3.2.

Overall, our analyses reveal notable intra-grid variation that translates into both differences

in payout determinations and discrepancies on the order of tens of millions of dollars for the

year 2021 alone.

First, our analyses reveal considerable intra-grid variation of changing intensity across the

state and throughout the year. In particular, the coefficient of variation across Texas grids

ranges from 0% to 35% (Figure 3.4). The southeastern coast, where more annual rainfall

is expected, frequently exhibits some of the most pronounced intra-grid variation across

multiple index intervals. In addition, Western and Southern Texas also exhibit relatively high

amounts of intra-grid variation. The early months of the year, and in particular February -

April, display the most pronounced examples of high intra-grid variation. On average, the

CV across Texas during these months is �8%, reaching a maximum of 35%. In contrast,

May through July exhibit the lowest average intra-grid variation (�8%, with a maximum of

�28%).
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