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Robertson announced that he and Braine would keep the Committee 
appraised of all important matters discussed at the weekly 
meetings of the athletic department leadership. In addition, 
the Chairman plans to have a different staff member appear at 
each meeting so as to explain his duties and to answer questions 
from Committee members. 
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Dr. Cross reported on the fan behavior committee, which is be- 
ginning to meet regularly. Cooperation between it and the ath-
letic committee seems both natural and desirable. 

7. 
Ralph McFillen, Commissioner of the Metro Conference, joined the 
meeting. He was in Blacksburg to confer with President McComas 
and accepted Robertson's invitation to meet with the Committee. 

8. 
Mr. Braine discussed an invitation for Virginia Tech to be one 
of a half-dozen schools that might possibly participate in the 
1988 Independence Bowl. Discussion. ensued over the propriety 
of being part of such an arrangement and whetber it would be 
financially feasible to do so. Dr. Sullins made a motion, sec- 

1. 
The University Committee on Athletics held its first meeting on 
September 9, 1988 at 1:30 p.m. in the Bowman Room of the Coli-
seum. Eighteen of the twenty members were in attendance (Profs. 
Myers and Nielsen being absent). 

2. 
Chairman Robertson welcomed the group. Individual members in-
troduced themselves. Dr. Cross received unanimous approval as 
Secretary of the Committee. Robertson then expressed the hope 
that the Committee's principal goal would be to work toward a 
qualitative athletic program inside the University. Toward that 
end, he stated, the Committee offered an excellent opportunity 
for a joining of the athletic and academic interests at Virginia Tech. 

3. 
Executive Vice President Minnis Ridenour presented the Univer-
sity's charge to the group. Both the charge and the three spe-
cific committee responsibilities are contained in the May 4, 
1988 resolution passed by the University Council. 

	Ridenour stressed that the Committee on Athletics is to be an advisory 
agency to both the athletic director and the University admin-istration. 

4. 
David Braine, Virginia Tech's Athletic Director, expressed 
pleasure with the Committee. We are all here for the same rea-
son: the student-athlete, he stated, and he added that he wants 
the Committee to be proud of the athletic program because it is 
a good program that is in the process of getting better. 
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onded by Mr. Thomas, to endorse the concept of Virginia Tech 
participating in the selection of the bowl team provided the 
financial arrangements at the time can be worked out with the 
University administration. The vote was 17 for, 0 against, and 
1 abstention. 

9. At the recommendation of Mr. Brugh, the Committee unanimously 
went on record in extending warmest congratulations to Vernell 
"Bimbo" Coles on his selection as a member of the U.S. Olympics 
basketball team. He is the first Virginia Tech student-athlete 
ever chosen to participate in the Olympics. 

10. The Committee established the first Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. as 
the regular monthly meeting time. Sessions will continue to be 
held in the Bowman Room. 

H. Donald T. Perry, Associate Athletic Director for Operations, 
then led the Committee on 8 walking tour of the athletic facil-
ities, including Lane Stadium. At 3:30 p.m., rain cut short the 
inspection of Rector Fieldhouse and the new baseball field. 
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