Agricult
Agricult
Bureau
Burea
Department
Economi
Farm

Farme

Hig

omm1

»tate s tment

state Department

state Emp loyment

elfare Dep
State RAD

irtment

ommitte

R

m§

BLIC

let ing

\GE

O Okaio

ONo s




7
-
LA

bcp°&°QQ‘z

~ |
*zqs&onbbb

o




pittees,
wvered

b. Not organize
(1) Number
(2) Attendan
(3) Number of

k exten




Vn‘rlrn;mxn‘ and
Field crop

01l management
Horticulture (pr
Forestry (prod
oi]l and water
Plant pathology
Entomology ...
Agricultural ch
Dairy (producti
Poultry (productior
Livest (pr
Animal and
Macket ing

Cons umer
Agricult
Dwel 1 ing

Home >

|
)

AN

I
‘
\
‘

Planning

Family

Home

| |
L

- .

!
| |

Food pr
Nutriti
juman r
Healt
afet
Ke
itlo

|

ymmun i t
Manpower
Publ i
Rural

Leader

Extension

Program planning

supervision of extension per
Inser

Miscellane

§
/;
=
- |
5
.
v
s
£

I
7 !

Nf
R




« Youth work (1)
(2)

at which agent

information

Attendance

Number

Attendance




Submitted By Name

B.F. HarrisaN Farm Rgqent

Extension Director

ue n furthe-ance ! operati ‘ n work im agri

economi acts of May 8 i s 1914, ) operatior

Department of Agricultu i. F aughtrey, irector of

'irginia Polytechnic Institute, . ) irginia.

W




Essex County

Human Interest Story, Cont,

the demonstration wes made and affected stalks of corn were sent to V,P.I,
for inspection, As for signs of wire vorm damege and other damages ,
this was done and results proved to be some insect damage, but mostly
fertilser damage due to the weather condition,

On second visit Fortunes demonstration was taken out of the program
due to the poor stand,

Bookers demonstration was continued because of the prospect of a good
return on the second planting, even though three weeks existed between
dates of planting of the check and demomstratiom plots, Grass and weed
control was kept at a minisum by both farmers, which was a small problem
vith little or no moisture,

Bookers demonstration gave him a yield of 19.58 bushels per acre over

his check plot, and for Fortune his returns were not measured but he

indicated that had it not been for the two acre he would have made a very

little corn in 1964, JRalp was the determining factor with both farmers,

They have expressed a willingness to continue another year if selected,




Essex County

Humen Interest Story, Comt,

things we did was to get soll samples from the two acres to be used by
each farmer, This was done on March 6, 1964 on both farms, The fields
were of medium fertility, well drained with an average of Ph 5.7 and 1is
considered well suited for growing corn, When other things are favor-
able, by mid-April according to directions om part of each farmer the
first application of fertilser can be applied and well disked into the
soil,

Up until this time each farmer had followed a normal routine of
work, With Booker, he was to apply 40 1lbs, of nitrogen, 72 lbs, phosphate
and 72 1bs, of potash as his normal fertilisation of corn, In addition
he was to purchase, in sddition to give him for his specisl acre, the
total of 500 1bs, of 3 - 18 -~ 1€ instead of the mormal 400 1lbs. he usually
applied, Incase with Fortune he was to apply 35 lbs. nitrogen, 30 1bs,
phosphate, and 30 1bs, potesh. In addition he was to apply 400 1lbs, of
3 =9 ~18 as a broadcast and then 80 lbs, of mitrogen as a sidedress.
These Fortune followed through the planting stage.

At this stage both Booker and Fottune were in the beginning stage of
rainless days and nights from March 31st, til June and from June til
November in Essex County,

Booker planted on April 11th. first time for the specisl acre, it was
planted over about May 15th after such a poor stand after a short shower,

Fortune had & good stend but after the first cultivation it began to

die or wilt, At this particular time Mr, E, ¥, Floyd, Director of Plant

Food Institute Inc. mede a vigit to the county, A thorough inspection of




Essex County
Human Interest Story
All Purpose Corn Demonstration

This story involves two farm families in Bssex County with above
average interest in farm activities and with agemeral knowledge of
farming, The size of the femilies varies from a husbend and wife to a
husbend and wife with two of six children living at howe. Both farmers
own their farms, Size varies, however, with sufficient land to grow most
crops to give a fair return for the families emvolved, The wife of one
farmer is a school teacher with a long experience, the second family has
three children with above high school educatien,

Each farmer had sufficient farm experiemce and equipment to do the
Job at hand, In early February, 1964 the Farm Agent with certain infor-
mation discussed with Irvin C, Booker of the Mimor Community and

Hamilton B, Fortume of the Hustle Commnity im Essex County, explaining

to them about the A1l Purpose Corn Demonstration, as conducted by the
Agricultural Extension Service of Virginia and the Plant Food Institute of
North Carolina and Virginia Ine. for the promotion of better Agriculture,
and that we were seeking their aid and cooperation in establishing these
demonstrations, It was thoroughly explained to Booker and Fortune first
what was expected of them and the cooperation that they could expect in
getting the demonstration established, What aid from out side would be
forth coming from the Plant Food Institute, and the Virginis Agricultural
Extension Service, These two farmers readily agreed to conduct these
demonstrations to the best of their abilities and meke use of avallable

information pertaining to corn growing in Essex County, One of the first




Essex County
4~i and other Youth Programs, Coat
membor and parent of the working side of 4-H project work, about the
training that the members get that he would not otherwise get were he
not identified as a member, To do some of these things, meetings, die-
cussions, and printing msterial that had to be put into the hands of the
4~H member to be used by the member and paremt,
Some of the results of the changes and plans can be summed up like
thiss
1+ That there is s changs in the type of enrcllment, since we have
been abls to change some inpressions of 4{~ii members and parents,
There is a gradual increase shown in the first year's effort
since the changes have been made in the program,
That the projects have changed since the number of small families
cooperation has changed, Club members are more interested in
maintenance, electricty, safety, wild life and home improvement,
Two hundred and forty boys and girls emrolled for 1964. Because
of changed attitudes with members and parents the agent is anti-
cipating an increase in number and quality of work for 1965,

That local parents have a clearer understanding of the aims of

4~ll work gained through reading comversational visit on club work

and records kept and shown, In tracter work the farmer has a
better knowledge of maintance through his son's training and
experience,

The chub member is doing more study te find out more about 4-H
elub work and newer projects seem to give more inspiration to

strive for higher heights,




Essex County
Project Areas: L-ll and other Extension Youth Programs
Phases: 4-H Records and Completion of Projects Selected

A small number of 4~H Members over the county seem to be able to
get over a creditable project started and are able to carry through to
completion, Many members say their parents fall to give complete owner-
ship to the boy or girl, therefore, they lose imterest in such a deal
and become disinterested in a complete job and such a deal on part of
the parents,

The specific problem them is to get more suitable projects established
that will hold interest of the members and offer freedom of work and
inspire completion, Also, to contribute to the welfare of the family
and create interest on the part of the family that can encoursge completion,

Objectives established were four for the year:

1. To get a clearer understanding on part of the members and the
parents as to the meaning of 4~il Club Work and just what club
vork can do to help the member and what the results will show
for a good job done in 4-H Work,

To make clear whet the requirements are to be a member and
what is expected from the members and from the parents,
Alms, just what do we expect to do and teach the member and
what is to be learned by the member during his membership in
the club,

4s Ihe Records, what are they, why recomds, and what do they show?

Along with the educational plan with the member and his parents a

certain amount of organizatiomal work was dome to comtimue to acquaint the




Essex County
Home Improvement Work For 1964, Cont
Results:

The change in interest, brought about some interesting results in
one year's time,

It is estimated that some farm and home improvement work was accom-
plished in more then seveaty five homes over the county, There are other
supposedly improvements carried on with out the knowledge of the agent
or have not been reported,

Such improvements included, siding of all discriptions, two such
were of Aluminum, which is supposedly a permanent non-rust or fading celar
other types were of asbestos, and the such,

Running water systems being installed were mmmercus, from just water
in the kitchen to a complete job, added rooms and space for storage, were

numerous, pelnting, outside and inside was a wide spread happening.
Bvaluation:

1. From interest shown in Home Improvement in 1964, it most certainly
will be as high in 1965, which will warrent a Major Emphasis in

the Program of Work,
2, Plans that have not been carried out this year will certainly
have to be carried out in 1965,
As the year closed, reguest have already been made to contimue
the Emphasis for 1965,
4e Two complete sets of V.P.I, House Flans have been ordered for young
families in the county this year. @me set is being studied by

contractors to be built in 1965,




Essex County
Home Improvement Work For 1964
Situation:

Home Improvement Work For 1964, was not classified as a program of
Major Emphasis, because of the rapidity of imterest duriang the past year,
it wvas the belief on part of some leaders and agents that the program
interest would level off for a while, but it did not level off.

It is the belief that the interest will comtinue, due perhaps to
one or two major events,

1« That farm families are no longer comtented to live daily in the
same old surroundings in the home, when all the modern farm
equipment is used on the same farm,

That some of the promises made to housewife and family by the
husband and father is now becoming a reality, now that the farm
is modernized with equipment, Than too, the younger members
of the family are contributing some imterest and finiance in
many instances to the family purse,

Procedures:

What has been the procedures to this increase interest, on part of
the leaders and agents, At the beginning of 1964, this phase was con-
sidered a minor project that would fit itself imto the program and move

on at a normal pace, but it did not as the calemdar months increased, so

did the interest and demands for assistance inerease in terms of help in

planning for modernizing, sources of additiomal finiancéng, cost of labor

estimates and assistance if possible, in cases of Do-It-Yourself jobs,




Essex County

Soybeans, Cont

3. That many farmers did not know that sgybeans will respond well
to lime and fertilizer combination,
That too many soybean producers seed beans to fields that have
never been seeded to soybean and they expect a good yield for
their efforts,
That soybeans seeded after a certain date, will not give the
Yyield per acre as beans that are seeded early, and that beans
in many instances seeded after grain harvest in many cases serve
only as a soll bullder and not & graln producing crop,
Evaluation of the 1964 Programs
There is some degree of improvement, on spybean ylelds at this time
due to the fact that this improvement program is only two years old and
that nature again had control of all erop production this year, the droughts
of 1964, Farmers did report returns from no harvest to a fair harvest
for 1964, Most farmers that I have talked with feel that if all things are
favorable for 1965, the fertiliser applied im 1964 should really respond if
we don't have too much leaching this winter, However, one farmer reported
that he harvested more soybeans from 49 acres im 1964 that he harvested in

1963 saybean erop, This farmer usually plants about one hundred and

twenty five acres each year,




Bssex County
Agronomy: Increase Yield of Soy Beans in Essex County
Situation:

Soybeans in Essex County contribute a large sum to the Annual Income
of Farmers in the county, yet there are farmers who seed soybeans to land
that will not give a cost of labor and seed return, The yleld for the
county is eighteen bushels per acre as compared to twenty and one half
for the State,

The problen is the county for many farmers is low yield and high
cost of production, as a result the Program Objectivos is to try to ralse
the low yield and lower the cost of production,

As an educational program, plans were worked out with leaders over
the county to hold meetings with soybean produsers, Firet, to discuss
the problem that is related to the county and to attempt to find out just
how mapy producers were in this catagory of low yialds and high cost of
production, Second, to find out how many are mow liming and fertilising

their beans, whether in a rotation with other erops or with soybeans
alone, Three, we attempted to find out about the cost of production and
the yield as it relates to the total net retumms,

The progress made for this year is small as to what we hope to attain
in the future, however, we did find several fastors that are interesting
to all producers, They are listed:

1. That most solls in the county are wall adopted to the growing
of soybeans except a few acres near Marshy Land,

That soybeans are grown on soll in 758 of the cases that have

never or have not been limed for a lomg period of time,




Essex County

Swine Production, Cont

3.

be

as a means of selling their fall pigs, however, the total
number of all pigs sold at the sale was more than 2,000
from the area,

There is still need for more rotation of service in the
county, that is from field to field, if not possible on a
number of farms simple plowing of the fields at certain

time would help to destroy a large mumber of wggs of internmal

and external parasites that takes its toll of profit in

cost and lives of swine,

Plans were made for the constructiom of 10 sow pig palor,
on one farm for 1964, This was to replace an improvised
farrowing house, with poor veatilation, and a dirt floor,
The program was not carried out due to health reasoms on

the parts of owners and operatérs,




Essex County

Swine Production, Cont,

1. They mmst change their schedule of breeding so that their
sows will farrow before the severe winter weather sets in,
or to farrow after the severe weather has deminished,

They must build better housing or farrewing quarters for
their sows and pigs during the severe weather,

That a calendar of breeding is an essential to successful
breeding and farrowing,

That properly arranged individual farrowing pens or stalls
are essentials,

That properly constructed floors are sssential either of

cement or wood, free from dampness and drifts,

That early castration, vaccination amd worming are important

for a profitable business in pork preduction,
To Evaluate This Programs

1. Changes are slow for a short time of operation or adoptiem,
but individual and group interest is high in this progrem,
Since the sale of pork and its produet ranks third to the sale
of cattle and its products, with the sale of poultry and its
product a close second to cattle,
The use of the feeder pig sale by some farmers is another
means of curtailing the expense of growing out pigs to maturity,
Figures are not avallable at the present of the mmmber of

farmers inthe county who used the November Feeder Pig Sale as




Rssex County
Agricultural Production, Mansgement and Natural
Resource Development
Swine Production: High Mortality of Baby Pigs Farrowed during
Winter Months

Situation:

The sale of Swine in Essex County rates third in Farm Income, First
the sale of Beef Cattle and Second the sale of Poultry and Poultry product,
Ome factor intering into this third place rating can be contributed to
the loss of baby piges born during the cold months,

The Objectives of this Programs

1. We set out to do some educational work with producers in improving

the manager .t program on thelr particular farm wvhere these losases
had occured, Striving to get the preducer to recognisze his possi-
bilities of increasing his income if he would attempt to do some-
thing about his losses,

To get some action and some organigatiomel work done with as

many as are suffering these losses wether through individual

or group actionm,

Progress of Major Emphasis for 1964, is emcouraging for a new program
of three years. The winter of 1963 - 64 was an umsually cold winter,
and many farmers reported that winter farrowlng 1s a continued problem, We
had nine snowstorms in Essex County,

muthlo-ehuoohtbirfmmmugm. they have
cml“thlecw-uonmnutwmumumd
swine business,




Essex County

County and Commmnity Leaders, Cont.

successful in getting a group of young mothers to take over the super-
vision and registration of all persons taking part inm the program,
However, the program was not completed because of the cool weather in
June,

Women leaders this summer, played a large part in the Red Cross
Blood Bank Program in Essex County, They not only recruited, they
transported, but they themselves came forward to make a personal
donation of blood, However, a number were rejected because of being
Anemic, This they took in strides and went directly to their doctors
with an intention of being ready when the blood mobile returned, REach

time the mobdle returns a larger number of leaders take part in the

program,




Essex County
County and Community Leaders

Thirty three men and forty two wvomen over the county serve in this
capacity, these are the unpeid persons out im the county who have seen
the light to some phase of better living in the country, These people
work unselfish with their fellowman, sometime they do not agree they
report, butthey contimue to work fer a better commmity and county.

Many things are accomplished by leaders that are unoticed and cen
not be measured in terms of ascres or by a yard stick, More women leaders
serve in extension than men, partly due to the men being employed away
from home a great deal of time, and are only home at nights and on week
ends, another factor in that women leaders are more on the go within the
county as a whole,

Another factor is that women make use of the telephone more and they
pass on more information, about meetings, and what is happening daily,
vwherein men leaders usually discuss matters on week ends and at some
point of gathering,

Local leaders also, work towerd living a respectful life in their
commnities as an inspiration to young people and to others, Most of
the leaders in the county own their homes or are buying them, They work
themselves with other adult organisations such as P.T.A., Fraternal
Organigzations and Civie Affairs, They are also voters in the County and
State Affairs,

Group action of young leaders was exhibited the sumer of 1964, in
the Water Safety Program for tem days., Previously, action had been shown
mostly in transportation for young people, but this summer we were




Essex County

County Organiszations
Community Clubs

County Advisory Board

4=H Council Comminity Leaders

The County Advisory Board is a county organisation made up of farm
men and women, both old and young representing all phases of activities
and businesses,

Ti® board is organized under the standard procedures of organisation,
other clubs and such, The reorganization of the present board was accomp-
lished in 1960,

After a survey in 1960 ~ 1961 the Advisory Board adopted three mejor
goals for 1961, 1962 and 1963 to be contimusd in 1964,

1« To contimue to work with the local agemt in helping to increase
the farm and home income through the use of good seed, lime and
fertiliser,

To continue some recreation in the family program over the
county each year, this was to be through a famlly recreation day
at the beach each year,

To urge more and better participatiom in the county water Safety

Program that is held each year for two weeks, and sponsored by

the hocal Chapter of the Red Cross. Also to take a more active

part in the Tidewater Blood Benk Program,




FOFWARD
A. County and Commmunity Leaders

MAJOR EMPHASIS

AGRICULTURAL PHODUCTION MANGEMENT AND NMATURAL RESOURCES

8, Agronomy
A. Soybean Production
MINOR EMPHASIS
HOME IMPROVEMENT WORK
4~Il AND OTHER EXTENSION YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS
WORK WITH OTHER AGENCIES

SPECIAL INTEREST STORY




FORMWARD
This report is writtem with this in minds
1e To bring together briefly some of the phases of activities
that were set forth in the County Progrem for the year,
outlining what was attempted, and procedures used in putting
the program into action,
Relating some of the results and sccomplishments obtained,

Some facts about activities comnected with the progrem that

helped to arrive at the results and sccomplisbments,
And a brief statement about some other work mot listed in the
County Program of Work,




ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT

COUNTY
EXTENSION
WORK

Virginia Agricultural Extension Service

B.F . Harrison

Extension Agent
Extension Agent
Assistant Agent
Assistant Agent

Assistant Agent

ISSUED IN FURTHMERANCE OF COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS, ACTS OF
MAY 8 AND JUNE 30, 1914, IN COOPERATION WITH THE U 5 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE W M DAUGHTREY
DIRECTOR, AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE, VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE, BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA
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i EMPHASIS - EDUCATIONAL PLAN
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A MAJOR MPHASIS - Organizational Plan

PROJECT AREA: 4~H AND OTHER EXTENSTON YOUTH PR(

4=l Projects and Redords Completion, Fiscal 1963-64

The Local Ramm Agent in Essex Uounty works #ith seven different 4-H Projects and more thah 223 differedt
members d ring the year, A large nember of 4-H Members have not been able to get worhtwhile projects established
on the farm and home due to a mumber of parents failing to give over complete owmership to the member and also
eredit for work done, This dulls the interest on part of member to complete work started,

Specific Problem; To get more creditable work established,

The Program Objective: To get parents complete support in providing suitable proj rterials for 4-H member in
home and farm, To encourage record kee

ORVECTIVE (Organisational)  goyscs OF ASSISTANCE METHODS {EN 3Y WHOM

Tostimulate interest in Local Farm Agent Through contact and Agent, Leaders
pareat as to full meaning Leaders printed materials
of 4-H Work,

To provide information Adult andJr, Home visits by Project Agent, Leaders
member to parents Leeders Leaders with indiffer-

of the true meaning to the ent parents

member,

To explain to paremts their

obligations to member in Parents Part in 4-H
their home® providing Club Work by

needed material, Genersal Mills
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PHASE: Agronomy - Increase Yield of Soybeans

The Situstion;

Soybeans for grain end for livestock are an important crop
bushels per acre as compared to he State average of 20,5 bushels per acre,
creage of any counties North of James River,

of Soybeans in

A MiJOR EMPHASIS - EDUCATIONAL PLAN

PIQUECT AREA:

FAL Pi

AND \'A‘A URAL RESOURCE

Essex County,
Essex
Yet we have farmers

land that has not been tested for lime requirements or fertility,

86664fic Problem;

Low Yield and high cost of production per acre,

n Essex County, Fiscal Year:

196364

The yield for the county is 18
County is the largest producer
seeding soybeans to acres of

Program Objective: Increase yield per acre of Soybeans and lower cost of production in Essex County.

METECDS

WEEN

To assist local producers
to:

1. To study and under-
stand the recommended
varieties that abe high
yielders in this ares,

2, To adept recommendations
as established for the area.

3. To rely informati
pert:ining to;
&. Spacing
b. PFertility
c. Insect Control
d., Time of Plant

County Agronomy Committee

Soybean performance in Va,
Bulletin 526 - 1962-63

Limiting gactors in
crops production

Jan - Feb 1964

Va, Certified Seed 1963
Fertiliser rec
Coastal Plans

wdatior

oume

Arrange Subject matter
Material & Informmtion

To use Agronomy Committee
to meke plans for demon-
strations, meeting, and
Publicity,

To select demonstrators,
for improved peactices,
for inecreased yleld,

Dec.
Jan,

Jan,

Agent, Agronomy Committee
Specialist

Specislist, Agent

Agent, Agronomy Committee




TEACHING OWECTIVES SOURCE OF INFORMATION

4e To make use of some Infra red lamps, their use Through mail or i n L. S. Conmittae
form of heat, for brood pigs. personal Contact Agent
1961 USDA L 381

5 Be of assistance at Complete records ) April Demonstrateor

S5e
delivery time, of success snd
feilures,

‘ommittee

Evaluate Program:

1. To determine:
a., BNumber of Producers plunning to use prograa,
b, BNumber of demonstrations planned, and number carried ocut,
c. Number of producers who saw demonstration, and understood the program.

Study results attdined by using program over a pertéd of years,




A MAJOR EMPHASIS -~ EDUCATIONAL PLAN

PROJECT AREA: AGRIWULTURAL FPRODUCTION, MANAGEMENT
NATURAL RESOURCE BEVELOPMENT

PHASE: Swine Production: High Losses of Baby Pigs Farrowed furing the Wimter Time, Fiscal Year: 1963-64

Situation:

In Essex County from 1954 to 1959 the income from the sale of swine incresded more than §100,000 (Census).
This ineresse could be upped more thanm 20% if more care and menagement emtered into he farrowing of winter pigs.
Too few farmers provide proper snd timely shelter at farrowing tize, also too little pupervision is aveilable
during esrly life of the pigs,

Specific Problems High Mortality of Baby Pigs.

Program Objective; To get better farrowing quarters for sows during the winter time,

TEACHING OWECTIVES SOURCE OF INFORMATION METHODS WHEN BY WHOM

To assist farwmers growing U.S5.D, A, Bulletin 12052 Agent, Livestock-
swvine for prefit and Better feed for Livestock. Individual Contact Committee
Market to:

1. Become acquainted with Hog Housing 1958 U.S. D. A. Group Disscussion Agent, Livestock-
and understand the returns M744 with Producers Committee

of management in pork pro- Demonstrations

duction,

2. To make preparstion for Hog Shelters and Egquipment Tours to see Dem- Agent, Producers
farrowing well ahead of for Southern States 1957 onstrations

needs. AH 115 National Hog Farmer

3. To house sows well in Leaflets, Memos Records of Success Agent, Demonstratérs
advance of farrvoing dste, Livestock Committee
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