
AUTHOR AND USER RIGHTS 

INTRODUCTION 

Elsevier requests transfers of copyright, or in some cases exclusive rights, from its journal 

authors in order to ensure that we have the rights necessary for the proper administration of 

electronic rights and online dissemination of journal articles, authors and their employers retain 

(or are granted/transferred back) significant scholarly rights in their work.   We take seriously 

our responsibility as the steward of the online record to ensure the integrity of scholarly works 

and the sustainability of journal business models, and we actively monitor and pursue 

unauthorized and unsubscribed uses and re-distribution (for subscription models). 

In addition to authors‟ scholarly rights, anyone who is affiliated with an institution with a journal 

subscription can use articles from subscribed content under the terms of their institution‟s 

license, while there are a number of other ways in which anyone (whether or not an author or 

subscriber) can make use of content published by Elsevier, which is free at the point of use or 

accessed under license. 

Author Rights 

As a journal author, you have rights for a large range of uses of your article, including use by 

your employing institute or company. These rights can be exercised without the need to obtain 

specific permission. 

How authors can use their own journal articles  

Authors publishing in Elsevier journals have wide rights to use their works for teaching and 

scholarly purposes without needing to seek permission.  



Table of Author’s Rights 

 Preprint version  
(with a few exceptions- see below *) 

Accepted Author 
Manuscript  

Published Journal Articles 

Use for classroom teaching by author or 
author’s institution and presentation at a 
meeting or conference and distributing copies 
to attendees 
 

Yes Yes Yes 

Use for internal training by author’s company 
 

Yes Yes Yes 

Distribution to colleagues for their research use
 

Yes Yes Yes 

Use in a subsequent compilation of the author’s 
works 
 

Yes Yes Yes 

Inclusion in a thesis or dissertation 
 

Yes Yes Yes 

Reuse of portions or extracts from the  article 
in other works       

Yes Yes with full 
acknowledgement of 
final article 

Yes with full acknowledgement of final 
article 

Preparation of derivative works 
(other than for commercial purposes) 

Yes  
 

Yes with full 
acknowledgement of 
final article 

Yes with full acknowledgement of final 
article 

Preprint servers Yes  
 

Yes with the specific 
written permission of 
Elsevier 

No 

Voluntary posting on open web sites operated 
by author or author’s institution for scholarly 
purposes 

Yes (author may later add an 
appropriate bibliographic citation, 
indicating subsequent publication by 
Elsevier and journal title) 
 

Yes, with appropriate 
bibliographic citation 
and a link to the article 
once published 

Only with the specific written permission 
of Elsevier 

Mandated deposit or deposit in or posting to 
subject-oriented or centralized repositories 

Yes under specific agreement 
between Elsevier and the repository 
 

Yes under specific 
agreement between 
Elsevier and the 
repository** 

Yes under specific agreement between 
Elsevier and the repository 

Use or posting for commercial gain or to 
substitute for services provided directly by 
journal 

Only with the specific written 
permission of Elsevier 
 

Only with the specific 
written permission of 
Elsevier 

Only with the specific written permission 
of Elsevier 

**  Voluntary posting of Accepted Author Manuscripts in the arXiv subject repository is permitted.  

apple
Highlight

apple
Highlight



Examples of use or posting for commercial gain: 

- Posting by companies of employee-authored works for use by customers of those companies (e.g. 

pharmaceutical companies and physician prescribers) 

- Commercial exploitation such as directly associating advertising with posting or charging fees for 

document delivery or access 

*Which journals have different pre-print policies? 

If an electronic pre-print of an article is placed on a public server prior to its submission to an Elsevier journal, 

this is not generally viewed by Elsevier as „prior publication‟ and will not disqualify the article from further 

consideration by Elsevier, nor will Elsevier require the removal of that pre-print version.   

However Cell Press and The Lancet have different pre-print policies and will not consider for publication 

articles that have already been posted publicly.  This is a rule agreed upon by The International Committee of 

Medical Journal Editors.  Information on Cell Press policy on pre-prints is available, as is The Lancet pre-print 

policy.  There are a number of other journals published by Elsevier (principally journals published on behalf of 

third party owners) that also have their own pre-print policies which will be set out in the Guide for Authors for 

the relevant journal. 

Does Elsevier request a transfer of copyright? 

Elsevier requests a transfer of copyright for articles published under subscription-based business models but we 

generally use different licensing approaches for other publishing models where we offer authors a variety of 

Creative Commons licenses for some of our author-pays journals and are piloting a range of options.  More 

information on Creative Commons licenses can be found at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses 

 

 

For subscription-based publishing, we ask for a transfer of copyright for a number of reasons, mainly because:  

 

(i) By having the ability to exercise all rights under copyright, Elsevier is able to quickly launch new 

products and services, and to make agreements with other platforms and services to enrich published 

content and to make it more accessible and usable. Authors may be based in a number of different 

countries, which will have their own copyright regimes. Copyright assignments give more legal 

certainty, particularly in relation to future rights in new technologies. 

 

(ii) Elsevier uses copyright to protect the integrity of the journal articles in cases of plagiarism, 

copyright infringement and other third party infringements.  The journal subscription business model 

depends on a substantial body of subscribing customers providing financial support to a particular 

journal, and “free-riding” infringements diminish this model.   

 

(iii) An assignment of rights under copyright means that we can more easily show that we own the rights 

and do not have to seek the participation of the author or obtain power of attorney from the author in 

order to bring an enforcement action.  

  

Remember, even though we ask for a transfer of copyright, our journal authors retain (or are granted back) 

significant scholarly rights. 

For a more detailed discussion, see STM Position Paper on the benefits of copyright assignments at 

http://www.stm-assoc.org/2007_10_01_Copyright_Assignment_Benefits.pdf  

http://www.cell.com/authors#prepub_publicity
http://www.thelancet.com/writing-for-the-lancet
http://www.thelancet.com/writing-for-the-lancet
http://creativecommons.org/licenses
http://www.stm-assoc.org/2007_10_01_Copyright_Assignment_Benefits.pdf


Where can I find more information on Elsevier’s posting and copyright policies? 

Please visit our Article Posting Policies information page. 

You can also download here your practical guide to Elsevier's copyright policy.  

 

Does Elsevier claim rights in an author’s supporting data? 

 

Elsevier supports the general principle that raw research data should be made freely available to all researchers 

and encourages the public posting of the raw data outputs of research. (Note that this is distinct from charts, 

tables, etc. which may be included within an article and in which rights would be transferred or licensed to 

Elsevier as part of the article, in the same way as text, illustrations or photographs.) 

 

Elsevier therefore does not claim rights in the raw datasets that may be submitted with an article and the author 

can make these datasets freely available from other (web) locations. 

If supported by the author and journal editor, and when a dataset is hosted in a repository that ensures data 

integrity and supports long-term preservation and inward linking, Elsevier can further support the 

discoverability of that dataset by connecting it with the published journal article on ScienceDirect through 

linking from an article or entity or through article interoperability.  For examples of how this could work in 

practice, see: http://www.stm-assoc.org/2011_12_02_Innovations_Aalbersberg_Connecting_to_data_sets.pdf   

 

For more information on industry positions on this issue supported by Elsevier, see: 

 

Joint Statement from STM and DataCite on the Linkability and Citability of Research Data, June 2012: 

http://datacite.org/node/65 

 

Declaration on STM Publishing, November 2007:  

http://www.stm-assoc.org/2007_11_01_Brussels_Declaration.pdf 

 

STM/ALPSP Statement, June 2006: 

http://www.alpsp.org/Ebusiness/AboutALPSP/ALPSPStatements/Statementdetails.aspx?ID=55   

 

 

How can I obtain permission to use my article for other purposes? 

 

Our Subscription User Rights, Access Rights and Licensed Rights pages describe additional usages that can be 

made of Elsevier-owned material.  To secure permission to use material from other Elsevier books, journals, 

databases or other products, to use your own material for purposes other than those outlined above, or if another 

author wishes to use all or part of your article as a resource, select: 

 

  OBTAINING PERMISSION TO USE ELSEVIER MATERIAL 

 

Can I post my published journal article on open websites? 
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A published journal article is the definitive final record of published research that appears in the journal and 

embodies all value-adding publisher activities, including copy editing, formatting and, if relevant, pagination, 

along with the stewardship of the scholarly record. 

You can use your branded and formatted published article for all of the personal and institutional purposes 

described above.  However, in order to safeguard the correct scientific record, Elsevier does not permit the 

posting of published journal articles (either the pdf file provided by Elsevier or HTML files) on any open 

websites.   

As part of its contribution to the stewardship of the scientific literature, Elsevier works with third parties (e.g. 

national libraries) to preserve its journal articles for posterity and in perpetuity, and invests to drive their usage.  

Elsevier strictly enforces an absolute guideline on the location of its published journal articles: each branded 

and formatted published journal article will reside only on a completely controlled site because this is the only 

way that we as the publisher can guarantee that each published journal article is permanent, authentic and 

unaltered as part of the „minutes of science‟. 

Since Elsevier adds significant value to the final published journal article, we need to take these steps to ensure 

that this value is maintained, both for Elsevier and for our authors.  However, we view preprints and accepted 

author manuscripts as less formal versions of the article and we therefore take a more liberal approach towards 

these, as described in more detail on our Author Posting Policies. 

Am I allowed to post my published journal article to websites to fulfil drug regulation authority approval 

of therapeutic agents? 

The posting of the published article to websites to fulfil drug regulation authority approval of therapeutic agents 

is not permitted.  However, Elsevier permits the inclusion of an article title and abstract to fulfil drug regulation 

authority requirements, provided this is accompanied by a link to the published journal article on Elsevier‟s 

website.  There are also reprint and license arrangements available to facilitate medical requirements. 

Does Elsevier assist its authors to comply with the manuscript archiving requirements of funding bodies? 

Elsevier has established agreements and developed policies to allow authors who publish in Elsevier journals to 

comply with the manuscript archiving requirements of a variety of funding bodies, including the US-based 

National Institutes of Health.  For more information on existing arrangements, or if you are an institution or 

funding body and would like to discuss putting in place a new agreement with Elsevier, please see 

http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/authorsview.authors/fundingbodyagreements  

When Elsevier changes its author usage policies, are those changes also retroactive?  

Yes, when Elsevier changes its policies to enable greater academic use of journal materials (such as the changes 

several years ago in our web-posting policies) or to clarify the rights retained by journal authors, Elsevier is 

prepared to extend those author rights retroactively with respect to articles published in journal issues produced 

prior to the policy change. 

How do I obtain a journal publishing agreement?  

You will receive a form automatically by post or e-mail once your article is received by Elsevier's Editorial-

Production Department. View a generic example of the agreement. Some journals will use another variation of 

this form. 

Can you provide me with a PDF file of my article?  

Many Elsevier journals are now offering authors e-offprints – free electronic versions of their published articles. 

E-offprints are watermarked PDF versions, and are usually delivered within 24 hours, much quicker than print 

http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/authorsview.authors/postingpolicy
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/authorsview.authors/fundingbodyagreements
http://www.elsevier.com/framework_authors/pdfs/JPA-v17.pdf


copies. These PDF files may not be posted to open websites. For more information, please see 

www.elsevier.com/authors/offprints or contact authorsupport@elsevier.com  

Who should I contact if I have a query about my journal publishing agreement?  

Please note that the rights listed above apply to journal authors only.  For information regarding book author 

rights and for any questions relating to the author rights outlined here, please contact Elsevier‟s Global Rights 

department. 

 

Elsevier Global Rights Department 

Phone (+44) 1865 843830 

Fax (+44) 1865 853333 

Email: oxfordcopyrights@elsevier.com  

 

Subscription User Rights 

 

This section provides information on how authorized users under Elsevier‟s standard academic, government and 

corporate licenses are permitted to use journal articles on SciVerse ScienceDirect online. 

 

Depending on the type of institution, authorized users may be students, faculty, staff, researchers, employees or 

independent contractors of the relevant customer, as well as individuals using computer terminals within the 

library facilities for purposes of personal research, education or other non-corporate use. 

 

Additional usages may have been acquired by your institute or corporation on an individual basis.  Please check 

with your librarian whether you are an authorized user and what usages have been acquired. 

 

Mobile access for subscribers 

If your institutional library subscribes to SciVerse ScienceDirect online then you can access exactly the same 

journals from your Smartphone, Blackberry or tablet device.  Now you can always access key content making it 

easier to browse, search and read articles anywhere in the world. 

 

To download and for more information, see: http://www.info.sciverse.com/sciverse-mobile-

applications/overview  
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Professional use of articles [1-3 above] 

Current SciVerse ScienceDirect subscription agreements allow authorized users to access, search, browse and 

view subscribed content, including journal articles, and to print or download a limited number of articles, 

abstracts and records. 

In general, Elsevier does not allow copying, printing or downloading entire issues of journals or otherwise 

substantially or systematically reproducing or retaining Elsevier-published articles. 

Local database retention of Elsevier-published articles is only permitted if an institution or corporation has 

made an explicit agreement with Elsevier to acquire retention rights or if the institution or corporation has a 

digital rights license with a local reproduction rights organization (RRO).  For more information on your local 

RRO and what they can offer, visit the International Federation of Reproduction Rights Organisations‟ website 

at www.iffro.org 

Links to articles [4 and 5 above] 

Any institute with a current ScienceDirect subscription may provide links on the institute‟s intranet, home page, 

library website or online catalog to subscribed Elsevier journals or articles.  The ScienceDirect info site offers 

shortcut URLs to help information professionals put in place deep links to subscribed Elsevier journals or 

articles.  For more information, see www.info.sciverse.com/sd/shortcutlinks  

Coursepacks and eReserves [6 and 15-17 above] 

Any academic or government institute with a current ScienceDirect subscription agreement can incorporate 

links to subscribed content, including full-text articles, into electronic coursepacks or eReserve lists for use in 

connection with courses offered for academic credit by the subscribing institute. 

For any similar use for a non-accredited course or one offered by a corporation, an institute or corporation must 

obtain prior written permission from Elsevier and a fee may be required.  Anyone interested in such permission 

should contact the Elsevier Global Rights department at permissions@elsevier.com 

Interlibrary loan [7 above] 

The interlibrary loan (ILL) policy for electronic journals is included in each institution‟s ScienceDirect 

subscription agreement.  In short, this allows and provides for the use of electronic journal articles as a source 

for fulfillment of ILL requests, with some restrictions. 

Elsevier grants subscribing institutes the right to use articles from subscribed ScienceDirect content as source 

material for ILLs subject to the following conditions: 

- Each ILL request must come from an academic or other noncommercial, noncorporate research library 

located in the same country as the subscriber 

- Each requested article must be printed by the subscriber (not applicable to US customers) and mailed, 

faxed or transmitted by Ariel (or a similar ILL system) to the requesting library 

 

http://www.iffro.org/
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mailto:permissions@elsevier.com


If a corporate or commercial entity is seeking a ScienceDirect article, instead of requesting ILL, that entity may 

use ScienceDirect‟s Pay per View service on a guest basis.  For details, see www.info.sciverse.com/sd/ppv.  

Please also refer to http://myelsevier.com 

Scholarly sharing of articles [8 above] 

Current ScienceDirect subscription agreements permit authorized users to transmit excerpts of subscribed 

content, such as an article, by e-mail or in print, to known research colleagues for the purpose of scholarly study 

or research.  Recipients of such scholarly sharing do not themselves have to be affiliated with an institute with a 

ScienceDirect subscription agreement. 

Live reference 

If they are both affiliated with the same institute, then a librarian can take a user electronically to any Elsevier 

article to which that institute has subscribed access.  The librarian can also e-mail an Elsevier article, included 

in the library‟s subscription, to the user. 

If, however, someone is not affiliated with the same institute as the librarian, then that user is not an authorized 

user at the librarian‟s institution.  The librarian therefore cannot link the user directly to Elsevier articles or e-

mail the Elsevier articles to the user.  The librarian can, however, explain to the user how to request Elsevier 

articles through ILL or acquire them through ScienceDirect‟s Pay per View service. 

Use by library guests [14 above] 

Any institute with a current ScienceDirect subscription may allow members of the general public to use 

terminals physically located at that institute‟s library to access, search, browse, view and print articles in 

subscribed Elsevier journals.  Some libraries impose their own usage restrictions on such „walk-in users‟.  

Commercial entities that wish to make copies for commercial purposes should obtain prior authorization from 

Elsevier or a local reproduction rights organization. 

Access Rights 

 

This section provides information on access to Elsevier content that is free at the point of use. 

Sponsored articles and open access journals  

Elsevier offers authors a variety of Creative Commons licences for its author-pays journals and is piloting a 

range of options. More information on Creative Commons licences can be found at: 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses  

 

However, there may be some individual journals (including those owned by third parties on whose behalf the 

journal is published by Elsevier) for which Elsevier provides a bespoke user licence.   
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Open archives  

This involves making journal articles from a subscription journal freely available on ScienceDirect after a 

journal specific embargo period. This can be done in two ways: 

1. Journal Level  

Here a specific journal makes articles within the journal freely available after a specific time period following 

publication. Elsevier has a number of  journals that offer free access after a limited embargo period.  

To see a list of Elsevier open archive journals, please follow this link. 

2. Institutional Level 

Here selected articles associated with a particular institution are made freely available after a specific time 

period following publication. Elsevier is running two pilots to understand the uptake and use of this delayed 

access model. We do not make all articles from that institution available and these pilots have been set up using 

a list of journals from which articles may be selected for inclusion in the pilot. 

Under both models, once the embargo period has passed, the content is available for personal, non-commercial 

use on the basis of the standard terms and conditions of use for www.sciencedirect.com. 

 

Procedia and third party journals hosted by Elsevier  

Elsevier hosts on ScienceDirect certain content that is free at the point of use- principally Procedia and a 

number of third party journals for which the peer review and publication process is managed by that third party.   

 

This content is available for personal, non-commercial use on the basis of the standard terms and conditions of 

use for www.sciencedirect.com. 

 

Free walk-in access via public libraries 

Any public library or institute with a current ScienceDirect subscription may allow members of the general 

public to use terminals physically located at that institute‟s library to access, search, browse, view and print 
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