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Brief History of Scenic Virginia

Value of scenic resources

Research that supports
objective scenic assessments

®
‘ Viewshed project
Q How you can participate

Identify your Treasured Views




Founded in 1998, Scenic Virginia is the only statewide conservation-poofit dedicated

exclusively to the preservation, protection, and enhancement of the scenic beauty of ou
Commonwealth.

Scenic Virginia has a particular focus on the preservation of significant views and vistas
Scenic Virginia believes that beauty Is good for business and essential for the soul, and
our scenic assets are essential to the cultural and economic health of our
Commonwealth.




~ﬁ
ﬂd

WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED
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A If we do not pay attention to visual assets they may be gone before we know

A Need to maintain & expand programs for awareness and recognition of sceni
assets
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A Consulted visual assessment experts to see what is needed

A New tools are needed to preserve important scenic resources for
communities
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VALUE OF SCENIC VIEWSHEDS
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ACritical to quality of life

APhysical benefit®Dlower blood
pressure, heal faster

APsychological benefitreduced
anxiety & stress, spiritual renewal,
sense of place

AEssential to attracting jobs,
employees, & economic
development
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scenery IS important

for pleasure

scenery

activities
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A67% of all Virginia drive

AThe most soughtafter
tourist attractions involve

AProperty values rise next
to scenic areas

Almportant to outdoor
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A NEW TOOL FOR
SCENIC PRESERVATION

A Evaluation of existing programs

A Keyneedbg! mol sb qge”q
not subjective

A Partnership with Drs. Miller and
Sim, VT LAR, to prove that scenic Is
not subjective & to develop a
process for identifying scenic views
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RESEARCH RESULTS

Common definitions Public input important

for scenic quality A Concern/ sensitivity
ASize ANumbers of viewers

AComplexity AViewer activity
ALegibility A Landscape content
APositive human influence

AEphemeral content

Alncongruent content




Potentially Visible — View
Blocked by Vegetation

Not Visible — View

Blocked by Topography
Viewpoint

Figure 1 — Schematic section depicting seen and potentially seen areas from a viewpoint.




WHY COMMUNITY OUTREACH?

Scenery Is import to Communities because: All voices heard

A Tonic for mind, body & spirit A Residents

A Sense of place/ history A Landowners
A Sentimental value A Visitors/Users
A Future generations to enjoy A Planners

A Economic value A Developers



CHARACTERISTICS OF A

SCENIC VIEW

Viewshed Size

Variety & complexity of the view

Coherence & Legibility

Presence of Ephemeral Content

Incongruent or distracting elements

Positive Human Influence

Historic and cultural assets are
important treasured views



