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Founded in 1998, Scenic Virginia is the only statewide conservation non-profit dedicated 
exclusively to the preservation, protection, and enhancement of the scenic beauty of our 
Commonwealth.

Scenic Virginia has a particular focus on the preservation of significant views and vistas. 
Scenic Virginia believes that beauty is good for business and essential for the soul, and 
our scenic assets are essential to the cultural and economic health of our 
Commonwealth.



ÅIf we do not pay attention to visual assets they may be gone before we know it

ÅNeed to maintain & expand programs for awareness and recognition of scenic 

assets

ÅKbba clo ^asl`^`v ^ka ibpplkp colj qeb ĒSfbt Qe^q K^jba Of`ejlkaē bccloq

ÅConsulted visual assessment experts to see what is needed

ÅNew tools are needed to preserve important scenic resources for 

communities 
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ÅCritical to quality of life

ÅPhysical benefits Đ lower blood 
pressure, heal faster

ÅPsychological benefits Đ reduced 
anxiety & stress, spiritual renewal, 
sense of place

ÅEssential to attracting jobs, 
employees, & economic 
development

Å2." lc Sfodfkf^kēp p^fa molqb`qfkd 
scenery is important

Å67% of all Virginia drive 
for pleasure

ÅThe most sought-after 
tourist attractions involve 
scenery

ÅProperty values rise next 
to scenic areas

ÅImportant to outdoor 
activities



A NEW TOOL FOR

Å Evaluation of existing programs

Å Key need Đ ql molsb qe^q Ēp`bkf`ē fp 

not subjective

Å Partnership with Drs. Miller and 

Sim, VT LAR, to prove that scenic is 

not subjective & to develop a 

process for identifying scenic views
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ÅSize
ÅComplexity
ÅLegibility
ÅPositive human influence
ÅEphemeral content
ÅIncongruent content
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ÅConcern/ sensitivity

ÅNumbers of viewers

ÅViewer activity

ÅLandscape content

Common definitions 

for scenic quality 

Public input important





Scenery is import to Communities because: 

ÅTonic for mind, body & spirit
ÅSense of place/ history
ÅSentimental value
ÅFuture generations to enjoy
ÅEconomic value

All voices heard

ÅResidents
ÅLandowners
ÅVisitors/Users 
ÅPlanners
ÅDevelopers



CHARACTERISTICS OF A


