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XI. GENERAL. 

The egenta aaalated ln conducting two water1hed Meting,. 

One in Blackwater Water1had and one in Snow Creek Water1hed. 

Between 90 and 100 intere1ted far r, attended th••• Matin 1. 

The agent, auilted in work with Ca Pl1a1ant Hill which 

ran for four weeka with )7 boy• and glrl• in attendance. 

During the year, the agent, cooverated with Vocational 

Agriculture teachers, Soil Con1ervation Service technicians, 

Agricultural Stabilization Conaervation peraonnel, F•r•r• 

110 Adiainlatration, the Ga Ward n, Forell Service nd Cha ,er 

of co ... rce . 

The agent• conducted e ight Civil Defense etin a with an 

attendance of 237 per1on1. The agents have put Civil Defense 

infon>ation on rad10 tap•• three ti•• and have written one 

new, article. A circular letter was ,enc to all per1on1 on our 

mailing li1t plus tho•• in the local telephone directory who were 

not al10 on the mailing lial offering plane for fallout ahelter• 

and lnfor,..tion on 1tockina the aholter1. About SOO bulletin• on 

fooda, liveatock protection and •helter ■ have been aiven out to 

the people. Several 1helter1 have already been built. 
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our fall County Council ating a,~ ll atteDd d with re 

than one hundred ' er• pre1ent. D otrationa ware aiven 

to the different roupa of officer• on the waya and ana o! 

conductina their club etin3a. The mbera head diacuaaion• 

on the county Electric project, deaonstration conteata, Share­

the-Fun Pro ram, atlonal 4-11 Club \leek, and a~ral Lit• Sunday 

in addition to electing their officer& for the coaing year. 

Alm Sua I/abater, a for r 4-H'er and All Star, aa1i1ted with 

the Council eting by .. rvin& u inst ructor for the train! 

of ■ on leader•. 

Th re ii one 6 ara ehain being co ducted In Franklin County 

with five boya p,,rt1c1pat1ng. 

One thouaand a 11 4-H calendar& nd aeventy lara• onea have 

bun diatributed to 4-11 Club bar• 10 the county courteay of 

two Rocky Hount busi au co ncerna, An le Imp le 

Bankera Trust Co, . ny . 

Company and 

Thirty-two dills have been ordnod and wlll be awarded at oo,r 

4-H Achieve nt Oily pro ra"' ohceduled for Dec tober 

The -ny and varied activitiea of the 4-H Club iabera of 

Franklin County were given publicity trough a float in the 

Rocky Mount Chrls • Parade and 10 a article, vritten by 

the agent, and publiahed In our two local new1paper1 . 
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July 19, 20 a 21 were the dates of ur cO\lllty 4- H ElectrLc 

School. Tl;enty-!ive boy1, fiv Junior l ader1 and elght adul t 

leader• were in attendaace and too· part In the cl••••• atld 

dl ■ cue ■ loa■ . Two cr1 ave lndlvidual de I rat io,u on 

electric topic• at tie ochool. 

Jeoae Wehater our county El ·trlc wlnnar and attended the 

State Eleotric Co re11 in Rich nd. Several cl al>era pre rod 

an electric e1thlbit whlcl, wao a red rlbbon winner at th Electric 

Congre11 and aeco3d place winner et t 

~ ca1h award of $40 .00. 

ioanoka Falr which carried 

Tbe West Central Diltrlct cont ta l ld in Roanoke on April :?9 

found Franklin Co;m y well repre1ented. Our airy Jud ing ta 

~•• firat place winn~r . land appreciation te•• ■econd, and oultr~ 

Judging tea■ fourth. All of theae t- latar participated in tl.e 

ltate contHtl wit! reaulto ahown earlier in thil report. 

Three boya e tcrod thair record in ti•• Stat A hlev nt c teat 

with one winning a ulua award and o a "hlte award . 

A twenty-five dollar uving• b d as won by Byron P rd,,. on 

hl1 Safety work. 

Our •u-r activitiu were c li ,. d by a Hoior club picnic attended 

by ten boyo who• joJed an evenin,:: o! fun and recreation . Anotl r 

1enior club activi ty w•• a record c linic participated in by boys 

along with aeveral leadero . 
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tn1 ct•, an •on: A •- leade11hl... Three of th••• claaaea 

were conducted by apeciali1t1 fro,a VPI; na ly, Allen Uta,, 

John Amoa, and Bill Mradley. their auletance aided treandoual, 

to the o er-all Gue e11 of our ca 

Short Couna t found 9 boy, from Franklin County in atte dnnce . 

Theae boy• mada ur le dairy, poultry and land ap reclatlon ulr 
t 
teams . Reault1 ah t hat th• dairy t am finllhad H ood in the ata~ 

c teat, poultry 

fifth rlaca wl r. 

third, whll t. la appreciation team wa1 a 

One boy otte~dcu senior camp at a.., Farrer along with• orn 

gtr\1 fro~ the coun,. 

At the count, dn I ry ah In August, 41 anl•l• re 1hown 

different •-11 B<>y~ nd Girl• with 25 of then antrlal r c I l 

blue riblon, and S red ribbons. 

the \.eat Central !>11 rlc t Dair S, 

Franklla County. E.hi ltor1 froe t 

attracted 17 Jtblbltnre fr 

co ty captured a •Jorlty o! 

tl e top prlz I at ti la 1how u dlJ tl 

ant 11 In the J 'or dlvilion of t 

e~hiblton w o ah 

noke Fair. 

d 2. 

s ven 4- H ' er■ e.::hiblted their .Jdry aniula at tl>a Atlantic ur11l 

Expoaitlon. Ste~•en Flora wa1 judued tt outatandln. xhibitor In 

the flttllli and 1h nahlp clau o! t Kolateln bread wl nl a 

lovely diver pitc,er. Tl,r e of tic Franklin C nty anh,ala ere 

1hown II a part of tl,e West Central District It rd which placed second . 

19 



• 

• 

• 

four 1ucce11ive wceka to 1tudy e.d work with repre1entative1 

of our local !arm equli-nt dealer• ln thia project , 

ine boy• ahowed 9 ateera and 4 re iatered beef heifer• et 

the Roanoke Area Fat Stock Show ln A rll . Fo r the 1econd 

conaecutlve year, J ue Web1ter had t e Crand Champion Hereford 

heifer. Tl•• ni baby b evea ,old for e renJ total of $2254 . 3? 

for an average of $2:',0 .48 per ani l. Th ate r1 avere.ed 2?. n 

canto per pound. Youn lleb1tar eithibited hh champion ha!Car a 

the Atlantic Rural E~po1ltlon ad wu second place winner in ill 

clau. 

Approximately four hundred people attended our Share•the•run 

program held during National 4•H Cl Week in .Urch . There w ro 

32 act1 in the 1how ~1th the winner, Clorie Fla r, aolng on to 

participate ln t Z ate conteat w r 1le vaa of two dletrict 

winner ■ re elvin,:: portable radio a a prlu. Tony 111111 von 

aecond place and received a year' ■ aubacrl ptton to the ·atio al 

4• 11 Club ew1. 

rwo boy• par ticipated In our cou ty de atration contaata. The 

winner in the Electric demonstration conteat placed 

Weit Central 01 trlct conta1t1. 

it'd ln tho 

Thirty boys and cme junior leader attended Junior ca held at 

llnl!day La Ju 1'·17. Th rou;, aa joined by ca, re fr 

1! r y County for t: cir clan • in :,hoto.,raploy, weed ldentlfica ion , 
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X. 4-H CLUB WOIUC. 

On thouaand and flfty-four boya 

work In Franklin County In 1?61. 

re enrolled In 4- H Club 

ce boy• vere era of 

71 club■ in 14 achool■ . One thouaand and thirty-four CO'llpleted 

project■ vere received. 

Twenty-five 4-ll' en repre ■entin all a e level ■ plua Hveral 

Junior and adult leader• Mt In July, 1960, to aelect a county 

4-H proja ct for the club year 1960--:.l. After careful conald ration, 

the Health project aa Hlected. Six club et! • in each club 

were devot d to hia project durlnu t year. Such topic, u Food 

election, Cara o! au , C ,, trolling II Hhold Pe t ■, Equlppl the 

II M dlcln Cl. at , and nfutlon Agaln■ t C r taln DIHHU ra 

pre1entad to the c lu •al.,era. 

Individual dcoonstratlon• by th cl rabar, e lded .. ch to 

the•• di ■cu■■ ions which ware wall received by th 4- H'er■ and ■ ponaor 

leader■ allka. 

Deceraber 28th was the date of the a ual Honor Club-A ll Star 

banquet and Initiation cere..,ny . :tne boy• w re ,elected for 

ll<>nor Club mberahlp and w re for Uy inltJeted at tht, -et! 

which wa■ attandod by 43 club mbero aod frlende of 4-H. 

Franklin County held a 4-H TTactor School ln 1961 for the f1rat 

ti in aeveral years . Fifteen boye tone nl&ht each w ek for 
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The • 1t far , ed by an Lnd trial wori..r, wa1 buJgated 

for 1everal different enterpri1e1 to produce 1 1upple•ntal 

Inc for the facrlly. Tl,e own r decided on 1ull fruit 10d 

ve etable1 1ince space would be llmlted for a y ype of llve1t k, 

Five far rs are enrolled In the V.P.I. Electronic Par■ Reeord 

Program for 1961. Ona of the far1111 ~•• b non the progra for 

the third year . Tl c other four enrolled ln January l?~l and 

have not. c lated one full year on tle program. Two of the 

far■- are beef c - calf producer, a J the other three are dalr/ n. 

A quota of fifteen far• for th mall-in-record program ha, been 

,et for the calendar 1·ear of 1?62. Io data tan far•n have e n 

••cured for the r cord pro&ra~. 

During June, the coding of the far■ expan,e and incu for 

for th •11- ln- record ware transferred froe the 1tate office to 

the county office . e record• for the far• are coded ■onthly 

In the county office and ,ant to the atata office for proc111l 

Other far• on ~hfch co11plete pl • were not written ware 

aa1i1ted vith crop rotation, lnaect ad di••••• control, farm eaJ 

arrangamant , dairy i rov-nt, fara record• ad account,, llv -

1toek improve nt , crop and p11ture rova■-nt, and fara bulldl •· 

Fifteen new• article, were writt n for publlcatiun in the local 

paper. !he artirle1 were on 1ubjecta directly related to Far■ 

M&nage•nt pract :ea . 
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or partial farm plana were written. The partial far■ plana were 

written with the aUJ'poaition that a complete fano plan would be 

d valrp dover a, rlod of aontha. Th alx far■ plane conaiat d 

of four dairy !a , on beef cattl farm and ooa on a 1■-ll far 

to be developed for 11111111 fruit production. 

Three of tho dalrlea were aoalatc~ with an expanalon progrn and 

tbe problem of In r alna productlo pr anl •l unit. Ona of the 

ra hao bou ht an a d1tl al fam ln order to 1 • 

creaae tle herd to a eco OC1ic unit. Cropplna ayatau were r via d 

where eceasary t o produce more f d ta cheaper price per u~lt of 

feed. One of th dairy n worked with on a far 11111na e•nt proi;ra 

enrolled In the r • ampler ilk t st! proaram. Thia ia ti, 

flrat ti e has b en e rolled in a teetina progra■ and would , for 

beina on the !.D.P. !. program, however, none of the teatera could ,·ork 

ldm In o the &.D.P.M. Pro ram. 

n, other dairy •• auhted ~•itl the b11d1etln1 of varloua f, d• 

i ng ratio s and cullioa or unprodu tive or low produ~ID& anlmoll. 

The beef producer waa a1al1ted 1th t e ael ctlo of addlt1<m I 

ani11111la (feeder calv11) to cona .ora a and coneantrate1 produced 

on the far•. Several alternate rations re udaeted for ani le 

of varioua age• a,d 1i2e1 to deter lna t~• 1t profitable rat io 

to uaa and the au:e anl•l to buy, 
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TX. FARM AND II HAl:IICDl! tn . 

Thar• ia • ne d for far■ and h na&e at work in the county 

aince the average income per far■ Cn lly in 19SO waa $1512 .00. Th 

1951 cenau■ , with approxlutaly - ~alC of the f■r• reporti ~, 

indicate• th■re are l~,6~2 acre• of cropland not ~•111& cropped or 

paatured. Kac iney and auppliu which the farmera have to buy 

continue t~ lncreaae In price, while t 

product• remain ateady ■r in aoo,e iruitaocaa d cr■a e in price. Thia 

situation puta a ti ht aqueez■ on Ll,a Mr&ln of profit on uny of 

the co-,dltiu ti far r haa to ■ell. 

Divaraiflcation doea not•••• to be• pro lam on the far• in 

Fraaklln County . Practically all of the far1111 ave oaly fro one 

to three dlrect y rketable c diti a. !low var, many enterpri u 

are rown, fed a:i' -er~etad t}iroug on co 

beef, pork or poultry. 

lty I ch as dairy, 

The greatest pro' l ma•••• to b n erprile niu larsa anou;;h 

to be econerelcally efficient , tl,a efficient IU■ of •chi ry and 

labor, the production off eda with the l11w at coat per pound 

T.D.N. and ate. 

The Farm and Mana6ement vor'· in the county for appro:•1 tely 

nfna ntha conahted of vorkln& wit twenty fan,a. tx far■ plans 
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Dr, S•al a1ai1ted tha azant1 in problau connected with 

tree,, 1hrub1, and la""•· A number of people sot help on 

ho around•. 

V!II, FORl!STl!.Y. 

About 4S't of the land in wood ■ :,roducu leu than 5't of the 

return• to fa r1. Both the uallty and quantity of tiaber 

harve1ted needa to be I roved. 

Coale aet up ln the annual plan were: 

l. To hold a reault dea,on1tretio on rel aaina white pi 

Thia waa not done. Weather cancalled the plana. 

2. Cet farara to plant 100,000 eedlln •• 70't of thla oal 

wa• attalri d . 

). Set up to ti er harveatl de atration plota. One waa 

atarted on K. D, Hutcheraon'a far•. A. a. Lyon• and Mr. 

Cro- ■ worl-cd on thil project with the ajlenta. 

4. Cet ten 4•11 boy• to plant tre a. Nine boy• plentad treea. 

So• white pine ■ were planted out atly loblolly were used. 

5. Cet weed tree• on 20 acre• of fore1t landa poiaoned or 

killed. It 11 .. u .. ted that thla aoal .... 407. acc011pllal. d. 

To get the forest h,prov nt do •• agenta talked with 4•11 Cl 

boy• on tree planti 1, Two radio ta I were .. de on foraatry, 
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of the crop■ ware 1tr111ed at every opportunity by the agent■. 

Far r1 ware a11ieted in ■electing the crop variety to plant 

and type■ of ratloa to rollow, 

Meatin I were held on weed control and crop production. 

U•• of 1ilage and 1uppla ntal pa1ture In reeding dairy 

catt le were placed on radio 1ix tl • during the year. 

Hore corn 1111 e and aore good alfalfa hay w1 produced in 

1961 than in an er of year,. 

Vll. ltORTICULTUU, 

Appl•• bring f.n fr011 $500,000 to $750,000 tote county each 

year . 

to i 

fruit. 

About twenty gro,.,er, are actively •na 1fti their orchard, 

rove the pro<luctivlty o[ the tr and the uallty of the 

Coal• 1et up re: 

l. Cet 400 tre I planted. 
2. Cet better co~trol of 1rape di1ea1e1. 
J. Cet one acre of 1trawberrle1 planted. 

Coale l and J w re r•acl,ed and 101 pToir••• '-•• •d• on oat 

2. To reach theae &o&l1, one Area Fruit School wa, held in February 

with about 20 of our fruit •n in attendance. Th• fruit grower, 

held county etinul 1ix tl•• durin the year, 

Fred Oreillng, Or. II. A, Rolllne, E. L. Phllllp1, C. R, 

Eppereon, Dr. M, L. Bobb, Dr. s. A. 'lngard, John wat1on, 

and c. l, Willia , al10 mber1 of Lb State !1arkating Staff, 

attended our• tl 
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given all they would eat of a od ualtty. 

C ala aat to holp far ra at their llveatock n eda ware: 

l. Get ten alloa dua or built. It ia eatiMtad that thla 

goal waa pa11ed, The number e1tl•ted to be dua or built 

la twelve. £~tenalon Speclellat in F•r• lulldina• 

auhled the a1anla In lnc:alln& h•o Wiker type alloa. 

2. Cat 400 acrea of alfalfa or clover auJed by 100 far.era. 

The agents esti•t• thee thla goal waa axe eded by SO'.I' .. 

3. Get 1200 1011 1aaple1 oent in. A little over 1100 •• lea 

were Ho t ln ti-rough the Extension office and the of!lce 

of the A.s.c . 

The agent• had el ht radir tape■ on agrono■y 1ubject1 end three 

new• artlclea. 

Surly all of tt.e alfalCa wu tr ated for " evllo and aooJ r aulu 

w re gotten tn 11110 t c••••. 1,1,w rataa 

partial control. 

re the rea ■ ona for 1 

The paatura weed control de1110natration la continulna on L. M, 

Cl1nganpeel' • far•• 

More far r• w re given help on peat end .,..d control than in 

paat yeara. Soil teotin , lillini a .d farttll&in to et u.~ neads 
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nt on with a ••ll r of c owe. Tt• 

a ante are contlnulna to tall too. c. BowNn, Sona 

and hope ta: they wlll go on year. 

2. Cet two Ca r• to buy Per! r nee Teated bulla. Not! 

waa accQa,pllahed on thia goal. 

Paotur•• are iffl{'rovlng in the co<mty and re !ar•r• are 

producing ailag for cattle. Not only 11 aore ailaae being 

produced, but better all•&• 11 beln:; produced. 

A d••m•tratton with 1y1teaic1 to c,,ntrol grub in cattle vu 

conducted on the D. c. lie n, Sona far■ by Dr. J. o. a-ell 

wlc eight faraera present. About 60 cattle were treated by tie 

co■pany rapreaen atlve and the Car r. 

The reeder Cal f ar.d Yearling Salea attracted 19 far ra vho 

•rketed 97 calves and 101 yaarli •· About &•third ■ore w re 

eold thla year thaa previouely. 

V l. ACllctlQff • 

The altuatinn ehm,a a red ction of at, t ona·f rth of crop 

acre• einca 1939. Th• reduction 11 d to few r acre• of rain, 

laapedeza and tir,othy• clovar ■ixturee. ln average yaue, far r• 

of Franklin County do not ralH enoueh rouaha&•• Th<ty rroduca 

only ab t three-fourth• of what their anl•l• would conau 1! 
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caused a reduction in Inc frOII laac )' ar. Thi• reduction 

in price has •l•o caused so prod ra to •L•rt raisin 

pullets a1 replac t1 !or eg producer, . 

Ona goal for ti a year wH to "Ta=r se the n r of hen• 

per flock 5t." S flocka incrcas d but goel i1 a1ti•ted to 

be only 401. raaebed. 

Cettin hou1 

low a1 they are ad broiler• 1ellin:; below coat. Th• goal to 

get three houaes sulatad wa1 33t aec 1!1h d. 

8 cau•• o! lo, rric•• !or poultry produ ara, the P~ultry 

Coailttaa, conaiat l n:; of C. A. Martin, Po1ey Ro•• and!. S . 

Saunder•, {alt that ~o expanaion could ba Ju1tifiad thi1 year. 

ating o! the COlllllittee waa held. It was felt that the 

ampha1l1 1hould be o nag-at. The agent• atteadeJ three 

broiler meetin •ad one poultry plannint acing in Roanoke a J 

Botetourt Countiao i n the lnter11t of pr0111Dting roultry. 

V. LIVESTOCK. 

Cattle nuabars are continuing to increa1a ln the county. 

Quality of the offering wa, better at the reader Calf and 

Yaarllng Salu. 

Coal• on livestock were: 

I. Cet two far ra to go on BCIA Pro ra■. One !ar•r, C. ~-
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No progreaa could be •de in getting three n dairy n no 

Grade A. Milk comraoiea do not need n w producara. 

to encourage dairy far•r• to l ,rove their thoda and thus 

progre11 toward• the goal1 , the a enta wrote 1even new, art lclea, 

thly nawa lattera on 11111da tan tapaa for rad lo and aant out 

Maatltla control. In addition there re two Meting a for dalr -

n. one of thes waa on dairy dlsea1e1, crop production for 

forage alld flnA in o~ratlon. The oth r vaa on the OHIA analyaia 

and ettln re feed In fora of 1!lag into the dairy cow . 

Peep and Hoo was 

f•r•r1 . 

!lad moat of tl.e year to about 60 dairy 

the ageata ha • ooperatad with le Artificial reeding AaGociatlon 

and the Milk Producer • ln their -•tlnga. thee enta have vorkeJ with 

the Soll Conae atlon Service, the rlcultural Stabilization 

Conaervatlon S rvica, Vocatlonal A rtculture tea 

to pro,note dairying. 

IV. POULTRY . 

ra, and en 

The lncoae fr poultry to Franklin County far ra waa about 

1 • 

three-fourth• of a 11 llon dollars in 19~1. Lower pricea of broilers 
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one-fourth of the a ricultural inc of th• county. Hor• 

dairymen would like to get on Grade A but the C""'!'Ani•• do not 

need any new producera. 

Cooperating wlth the agent• In promoting the dairy proaram for 

the county ware the oHican of the franklin County Hilk !'rodu, en , 

!'reeldant of thla group la Fred Barnhart. The vlca- preaident la 

J. S. Burwell a,,d the Hcretary la Goggin Jnhon. 

An annual feature of the aducati.,.,._l work in dairying 11 the 

Dairy and Crop• School. Th• 1chool was held thla year on January 

b vlth 21 praaant. Spaakara for thla eting wara John Should ra, 

w. s. Grifflth, Harold Walker and Or, Willi•• a. Van oruoer. 

Thia year goals era one-fifth of the goals for the Long- Tl 

Frogr••· Artific ial bra ding goals were incr••••d nuabar of cow• 

bred artificially by 500. There vaa no lnc r••••• A four hundred 

pound goal for oailk production lncreue wu Ht, The OIIU record• 

ahow an increaae of 600 pounds over the previous year. 

We lost four mbue fro,a Ol!U a,d ained wo er Sa■pler 

herdo. In this way, we lacked tan of ruchlna our goal of a net 

increaaa of eight n dairymen on teat. 

It i• felt th4t we reached our goal of ten nev 11101. 

A goal of ten n dairy non EDP:-! was set and twelve entered 

the program . 
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di■•••• and cultural practica■ to grow r ■. County &xt■n■ lon 

par■onnel pre■anted the ■a• typa information at a nuaber of 

coamunity etinga throughout the tobacco area. Intara■ t and 

attand■nca at all eting1 war• excep.1onally aood. 

New■ letter■ 0£ special intara1t were Miled to arowara on 

different pha■ ea of production. Timely new■ article■ war• 

publl■had in the county naw■papar throu hout th• yaar. 

County !xten■ ion agant■ cooparated with the Virginia Aari­

cultural Experi•nt Station and certain tobacco c011p14la1 ln the 

variety .va luation tobacco project, One far•r participate■ in 

thi■ projact ••c~ year . 

Specialiat aa1i1tance was received on technical proble .. that 

davalopad during the year. All profe11ional aaricultural agent ■ 

cooperating definitely ■ trangthaned the 1961 tobacco progra■, 

~ Tobacco. 'l\,o producar■ rav aroutic tobacco in 

1961. Pra, tic•■ that wer• outlined for flua tobacco war• al■o 

outlinad for ar tic, 

Ill. DAIii.YING. 

A aood ••••on for paatura and for hay and ail•g• production 

haa ■ade thla • 1ucce11ful yaar for dalry•n of tha county. 

Tbl• enterprlae account• for about two ailllon dollar■ or aver 
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uniformity of crops. A"'Ple rainfall at ti• of plantin& helped 

aOla\lhat to alleviate the problem. 

Continued educational work needs to be dona in regard to this 

cultural practic . 

~ Oiaeases. Th• outbreak of 11111jor toba.co diaeaaaa wao 

not•• ■ evere in 1161 •• in 1960, lncraaaed u■a a o! raal ■ tant 

vartatfea and crop rotation• are reaponatble for le ■■ di••••• 

probl••· 

Vlru■ dlseaaea are becoming 110re prominent and appropriate 

control a ■ ures have been outlined to producer■• 

~ Practic • • All po■■ ible haala baa bean uaed to 

dtacourage excesaive uaage o! che cala, fertilizer, cloae apacl 

high topping and irrigation. Preaent conditions encourage the 

application of ■uch practice• and this will continue a long• tlme 

undertaking. 

Handllnr; •.!!!! Marl: tin3. Certain varletlu ahow premature ripe­

nea ■ and caused farmer■ to harve■ t aoma unripe tobacco. Effor t 

wa■ de to inform grower• of the characterlatic ■ of varieties to 

prevent herve■ tln~ too quick. 

Methods. A county-wide attn. with rapruentetivu of agro11omy 

and plant pa tholo y depart nta was held to outline reco-nded 
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Pro&r••• -de on the objective, and 

outlined as foll01ni: 

11 for totacco are 

Plant~ de. Prob le• involved in lant production w re due 

-inly to cold w ather condition•. Ch 111ical and cold injury 

to plant• re1ulted in -ny far•r• re,ue1ting a1el1tanca In 

diagno1ing trou les. 

R•c-nded insect and dl1 a,e control •••ure were u11d by 

moat far rs. 

Acceptable Vari • •· No di1count variati11 of tobacco were 

planted in Fran lin County In 1161. 

i!?,!l Teatin. Pr re•• 1• beln- de in the nUllber and kinds 

of ,oil umplu b aulimlttad . Tl 1 ortan e oC u lln to «co 

■ oil• h■• bean ,tressed to far r■ at all avail• l opportunltlea. 

Fartillz r, With fncraaaad uaa• of 1011 taatlna 1arvlc1, en 

increaaed number of far•r• are u1lnu correct analy1l1 fartiluer. 

, It f•r•r• In the county are u1ln;: appllcatloa, ratea hl&her 

than reco nded by the A rlcultural txr-erl nt Station. ll uarch 

information 11 ne JP.d In regard to thfe practice before further 

educational work ia done. 

Fertilizer Pia c nt. Fertilizer injury continued a probl in 

1961 and re,ulted in far•r• havin~ difficulty vlth plant etand, and 

4 
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II. TOUCCO. 

The a6r1cultural aconOfll)' of Fraaklln County ta highly 

dapandant on th •ucc••• of tobacco roduction. Tobacco 

produce• alaost soi of the ca1h 1ncOC!1e that 1• derived from 

Carm products. Par""' In tha county with allot nta total 

1153. Tha alloted ac re•&•• on these far• la 2S87.43 acraa . 

Reduced acreage o! tobacco allot ~t• haa craatad certain 

proble• In to acco production. fa re have incraaaad yielda 

to comrenaata for 1011 of acraa to• polnt that haa raducad 

tha quality of to acco. Another problem of only a a 11 percent 

of th land area being reaponalble for about a- half of tha farm 

inco• h•• exlated Cor aeveral yaara . 

All program pl nln on tobacco ha1 ahawn thh aa a dlCflcult 

situation to overcome u der exiatln policy . 

Good growing condi t Iona coupled with far•r ' • know- how baa 

reaultad ln good yielda and hlgh l~c • fr0ta to acco 1n n6 l. 

Preaent ut l tea show yield• to be ln axceu of 1600 pound• per 

acre and the aver••• price about $~5.00 per hundraJ. 

Some progreaa t.as been realized in 1?61 on the lon6•ter■ g04l 

of producln high uality tobacco. Trend• ahow that far ra are 

reallzin6 certain prohle.• and are 1eeldng ••n• to correct th ra . 

3 
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I. Dl!:SClllPTIOH at COO!,'TY. 

The population of Franklin County waa lloted aa 25,817 tn 

the 1960 cenaua. Eighty-five and four tenth• percent or 22,047 

of theoe were white. There are 10,000 rural non-fan, people. 

The county ia considered entirely rural 1ince th town of Rocky 

Mount haa only about l,~ in the corporate li■lta. There are 

697 aquare ■llu -king 4,l,520 a~rea of land; 1>0.8'.t, of which wu 

in faraland accordina to the laat cenaua. 

The county 11 dlvidad into two aectlona, rou hly eaot and 

weat. On the west aide of the county the 1oila are h avy, well 

drained and adapted to dairy and llveatock faralaa. On the eaat 

aide and 1outh aide there lo heavy aoll, but a llahter 1olla 

and the topography la flatter. Thi ■ area la adapted to a 

llveatock with flue-cured tobacco. 

Th• 20t reduction in tobacco a r a e coupled with the hl h 

coat of equip , t, 1upplle1 and labor ha~e d It hard for a 

number of far rs to -ke aatlafa0 tory lncoae compare with thoae 

who have taken work In towna. This contribute• Co th chan ea 

which la taklna place In the Iner•••• in r ral •far■ fa111llea. 
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