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(ABSTRACT)

Turnpike building in Greenbrier and Monroe counties
coincided with the period of their springs’ greatest
development and prosperity. The development of both the
springs and the turnpikes in this region reflected the
cyclical nature of the national economy. The springs of
Greenbrier and Monroe counties at the heart of the
antebellum Virginia Springs Tour provided a seasonal
internal marketplace for the region. Turnpikes were built
primarily to connect these springs with each other and with
the state’s major road arteries through southwestern
Virginia. Without other internal improvements prior to the
Civil War, this region fared comparably with the rest of
western Virginia and the state as a whole in their bid for

state assistance for turnpikes. Generally turnpike

investments at both the local and the state level, provided



better access to the springs. Though inextricably connected
through the springs tour, Greenbrier and Monroe Counties
fared differently in their struggle for internal

improvements.
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CHAPTER ONE

THE SPRINGS® IMPACT ON ROADBUILDING

IN GREENBRIER AND MONROE COUNTIES

THE HEART OF THE SPRINGS TOUR

Amid the flurry of stages and carriages arriving and
departing, belles and beaux strolling the grounds, and
servants scurrying about, the curious searched for familiar
faces among the disembarking passengers. Travel worn and
dust covered socialites scrambled for an opportunity to

occupy any empty room or hallway to be a part of the hustle

! Just

and bustle at this "gay metropolis of the springs.”
to be nearby sometimes required sharing lodging and even a
bed with three or four others. No inconvenience seemed too

great. Such was the antebellum popularity of this Green-

brier County mineral spring.2

1Perceval Reniers, _The Springs of Virginia: Life, Love,

and Death at the Waters 1775-19900 3d. ed. (n.p.: By the
author, 1955), 3-10; G. W. Featherstonhaugh, Excursion Through

the Slave States From Washington on the Potomac to the
Frontier of Mexico (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1844), 50-
62; A Lady, A Trip to the Virginia Springs or the Belles and
Beaux of 1835 (Lexington, Virginia, n.d.), 15.

2A New Englander, "Journal of a Trip to the Mountains,
Caves, and Springs of Virginia," Southern Literary Messenger

(27 July 1835), 303; Frederick Marryat, Diary in America, ed.
Jules Zanger (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1960),
271.




"Nowhere, perhaps, does there exist a region where one
finds in a relatively limited and circumscribed radius so

u3 The

great a variety of mineral waters as in Virginia.
mineral content of the springs in Greenbrier and Monroe
counties varies from sulphur to iodine to the bubbly sodium
and ferrous carbonates. Hundreds of these mineral springs
can be found up and down the Appalachian chain, but the
proximity and variety of the springs in the southwestern
Virginia counties of Greenbrier and Monroe provided the key
to marketing them successfully. The springs’ proprietors,
with the assistance of doctors, travel writers, and newspa-
pers, promoted the "springs tour"” for health and social
reasons. Guests did not normally travel to "a spring" but

rather to "the springs."” J. Bowyer Caldwell, editor and

owner of the Western Engquirer and Virginia Springs Gazette,

objected strenuously to travel writers like Mark Pencil, who

focused on one spring, and called his article "incomplete,

imperfect, and incorrect.“4

3Charles Olliffe, Eighteen Months in the New World, 24d
ed., trans. Ernest Falbo and Lawrence A. Wilson, vol. 3,
American Scenes (Painesville, Ohio: Lake Erie College
Studies, 1964), 50.

4Ibid.; Paul H. Price, John B. McCue, Homer A. Hoskins,
West Virginia Geological Survey: Springs of West Virginia
({Charleston, 1936) identified more than 175 springs in West
Virginia alone, 17 in Monroe County, 13 in Greenbrier County,
and 3 in Summers County; Mark Pencil, The White Sulphur Papers
or Life at the Springs of Western Virginia (New York: Samuel
Colman, 1839), 60; Reniers, Springs of Virginia, 25; Account

2



During the "season,"” visitors trekked to this mountain
vacation land for the "springs tour.” Although the season
ran from early June to early September, it reached its peak
from mid-July through August. In the 18380s, the fashionable
tour began at the White Sulphur Springs with preliminary
stops at the Warm and Hot Springs in Bath County. Many from
the Deep South travelled up the Ohio River to Guyandotte
instead, then overland to the Blue Sulphur Springs to await
accommodations at the White Sulphur. From the White Sulphur
Springs, guests ventured to the Salt Sulphur, Grey Sulphur,
Red Sulphur, and Red Sweet Springs and officially ended the
season at the Sweet Springs. Personal preferences and the
direction and mode of travel established the springs order
for most visitors.’
Virginia encouraged the development of its wvast abun-

dance of natural resources in the western part of the state

and the improvements to link them with the East. In 1835,

of the Medical Properties of the Grey Sulphur Springs,
Virginia, 2d. (Charleston, South Carolina: A. B. Miller,
1837); Western Enquirer and Virginia Springs Gazette (Lewis-
burg, Virginia) 17 July 1839, Miscellaneous West Virginia
Newspapers, (Morgantown: West Virginia University, text-
fiche), 2.

5Reniers, The Springs of Virginia, 25-39; Pencil, The
White Sulphur Papers, 27; Frederick Marryat, Diary in America,
ed. Jules Zanger (Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
1960}, 270. See John J. Moorman, "Map of Routes & Distances to
the Virginia Springs,” The Mineral Waters of the United States
and Canada With A Map and Plates, and General Directions For
Reaching Mineral Springs (Baltimore: Kelly & Piet, 1867.)

3



the General Assembly appointed W. B. Rogers to do a
geological survey of the state "soils, minerals, and mineral

§ Though few turnpikes in western Virginia provid-

waters."”
ed dividends to investors, both state and company officials
realized their benefit "to the development of resources,

nl As one of the na-

communities, and the commonwealth.
tion's first and foremost tourist attractions, the springs
of Greenbrier and Monroe counties provided a playground for
the wealthy and a marketplace for a multitude of
entrepreneurs.

Between 183@ and 1861, Greenbrier and Monroe counties
enjoyed a period of unparallelled, though intermittent,

development and fame as the heart of the antebellum springs

tour. Just as the drovers market waned, the springs market

6Twentieth and Twenty First Annual Reports of the Board
of Public Works to the General Assembly of Virginia Also A
Collection of the Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly
Passed at the Sessions of 1835-36 and 1836-37 and Other
Documents, on Subiects Connected with The Fund for Internal
Improvements (Richmond: Shepherd & Colin, 1837), 575, 196.

7Second Auditor’'s Report, Twenty fourth and Twenty fifth
Annual Reports of the Board of Public Works to the General
Assembly of Virginia and Other Documents on Subjects Connected
with the Fund for Internal Improvement vol. XI (Richmond:
Samuel Shepherd, 1841), 248; Doc No XVITI Year Ending Sept 30,
1858 Reports, Returns, and Other Documents Relating to Joint
Stock Companies, other Than Railroads Sept 30, 1858 (n.p.,
n.d.), 456; Chief Engineer’s Report, Twenty Seventh Annual
Report of the Board of Public Works to the General Assembly of
Virginia with the Accompanying Documents Dec 5, 1842 (Rich-
mond: Samuel Shepherd, 1842), 570.

4



boomed.E Primarily a region of subsistence farmers, these
counties capitalized on their scenic beauty and natural
mineral springs. Entrepreneurs developed the White and Blue
Sulphur Springs of Greenbrier County, the Salt, Red, and
Grey Sulphur Springs, and the Sweet Springs of Monroe County
and the Red Sweet Springs of Alleghany into resorts of
renown and built turnpikes to connect them.9 Numerous
smaller less fashionable springs developed over the vyears

utilized by travellers and folks from all walks of life. ¢

BOtis K. Rice, A History of Greenbrier County (Lewisburg,
WV: Greenbrier Historical Society, 1986), 140.

9The similarity in names of the springs can 1lead to
confusion. The Red Sweet Springs, Red Springs or Sweet
Chalybeate, in Alleghany County are one in the same. One of
the springs at the Salt Sulphur was known as the Sweet Sulphur
Spring, the other as the Iodine Springs. These are not to be
confused with the Sweet Springs also in Monroe County. The
Grey Sulphur Springs is now located in Giles County, but at
its peak was marketed as a Monroe spring. Grey Sulphur Springs
was developed by a South Carolinian, John Legare. Giles
County Deed Book D, Courthouse, Pearisburg, Virginia, ©514.
James A. Lewis and James McFarland of Charleston, West
Virginia and George Buster and John A. North from Greenbrier
County developed the Blue Sulphur Springs. John Dunn, Lewis-
burg,Virginia to James Lewis or George Buster, LS, 25 December
1833; J. A. Lewis, Kanawha C.H. (Charleston, West Virginia),
to [John North, Lewisburg, Virginial], LS, 17 April, 1@ June
1834; George Buster, Charleston, West Virginia to [John North,
Lewisburg, Virginia], LS, 24 September 1836, Caldwell Collec-
tion, [photocopy], North House, Lewisburg, West Virginia.

10During the first half of the nineteenth century, the
Barger Springs, now located in Summers County, West Virginia,
catered to hunters, trappers, and local people. Between 1830@
and 1844, Isaac Carden the proprietor was 1licensed as a
merchant and then in 1841 for a house of private entertainment
in Monroe County. Stan Cohen, Historic Springs of the Virgin-
ias: A Pictorial History (Charleston, WV: Pictorial Histo-

5



While the springs may not have provided a booming year round
business, they put Greenbrier and Monroe counties on the
antebellum maps. No other enterprise provided this region
with both national and international fame. Yet, historians
have typically underestimated the impact of the springs on
the local and Virginia economies, and the impact of the

economy on the springs’ roadbuilding.

EGULATIONS AND ROADBUILDING

Early access to Greenbrier and Monroe counties had been
in the form of wagon roads from Warm Springs to Lewisburg
and Sweet Springs, from Lewisburg and Sweet Springs to
Kanawha, from Sweet Springs to Fincastle and Lynchburg, from

Lynchburg to Lewisburg, and from Union to the New River.11

ries Publishing, 1981), 131; Auditor of Public Accounts
License Returns for Monroe County, Virginia State Library and
Archives, Richmond. Hunter, Larew, Crimson, Burdette, and
Roxalia are a few of the lesser known springs in Monroe
County. In Greenbrier County, the Little Sewell Alum Springs
located on the James River and Kanawha Turnpike never devel-
oped commercially. Greenbrier Independent (Lewisburg, West
Virginia) 4 June 187@ in Rice, Greenbrier County, 147.

11Virginia, Act to Open A Waggon Road from Greenbrier
Courthouse to the Fastern Waters, Acts (1780) XX: 567-68;
Virginia, Act to Open a Waggon Road from the Eastern to the
Western Waters, Acts (1785), XXXVII: 72-74; Virginia, Act to
Open a Road from the falls of the Great Kanawha to Lexington,
Acts (1786), XXV: 282-83; Virginia, Act for Opening a Road
from Crowsville in Botetourt to the Kanawha, Acts (1802), 90:
390; Virginia, Act Incorporating Lynchburg to Lewisburg
Turnpike, Acts (1817), XL: 56-57; Samuel Shepherd, comp.,
Supplement to the Revised Code of the Laws of Virginia Being
a Collection of All the Acts of the General Assembly of a

Public and Permanent Nature Passed Since the Year 1819, vol.

6



These routes formed the basic travel patterns of visitors to
the area and to the springs.

During the early part of the nineteenth century, Vir-
ginia’s reticence and the local inability to fund internal
improvements caused a perpetual lag in development in the
Trans-Alleghany counties of Greenbrier and Monroe. The
state authorized roads to be built by counties and funded by
taxes or by lottery. However, the difficult topography,
small amount of capital, sparse population, and reluctance

12

to be taxed for roads slowed development here. The state

IIT (Richmond: Shepherd & Co., 1833). Monroe County Court
Order Book January 1811, Courthouse, Union, West Virginia, 38,
399. In 1753, the Moravians noted a "waggon road"” between Big
Lick (Roanoke) and Greenbrier. "Moravian Diaries of Travels
Through Virginia,"” vol. XII, The Virginia Magazine of History
and Biography, 153 in Ron Vineyard, Virginia Freight Waggons
1750-1850 (Williamsburg, VA: Department of Historic Trades,
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, 1993), 6. With Fincastle as
the early county seat of Greenbrier and Monroe, it seens
feasible there would have been a wagon road here first.
However, Colonel John Stuart stated that it was not until
after 1781 that the people of Greenbrier began to open roads
and passes through the mountains. Prior to the opening of the
Warm Springs Road, everything was brought into the area by
packhorse. In 1778, Greenbrier County was c¢reated fromnm
Botetourt County; in 1799, Monroe County was formed from
Greenbrier. John Stuart, "Memorandum 1798 July 15th," in Ruth
Woods Dayton, Greenbrier Pioneers and Their Homes (Charleston,
WV: West Virginia Publishing Company, 1942), 369. John T.
Williams, comp., Index to Enroclled Bills of the General
Assembly of Virginia, 1776 to 1919 (Richmond: Davis Bottom,
1911) has no record of acts for roads to Greenbrier prior to
this time.

12Phillip Morrison Rice, "Internal Improvements in
Virginia, 1775-1860," (Ph.D. diss., University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, 1948), 41, 47.

7



approved lotteries to open intercounty roads between Lewis-
burg and Monroe, Monroe and Big Sandy, Red Sulphur Springs
and Newbern, and Red Sulphur Springs and Covington. Some of
these appear to have been stage routes, or parts of later
turnpikes.13
With the completion of the James River and Kanawha
Turnpike, residents began petitioning for roads, primarily
to the springs. In October 1829, the Palladium carried at
least four notices of intents to petition the General Assem-
bly for a turnpike. Two would have linked the Sweet Springs
with the state turnpike from either Robert or Richard Dick-
son’s property. One proposed a turnpike across Sweet Spring
Mountain through Jennings Gap to Harrisonburg. Another
planned for a road across Muddy Creek to the Blue Sulphur
Springs "to run with the present road west of the mountain

and to intersect the turnpike near Handleys."14

In 1831,
the state authorized this road to be built by lottery. That
same year the difficulty in supervising lotteries led to the

replacement of this system with a state matching fund

13Williams, Enrolled Bills. 242, 295, 376.

“Palladium (Lewisburyg, Virginia), 3, 17 October 1829
(Miscellaneous West Virginia Newspapers, (Morgantown: West
Virginia University, text-fiche).

8



program for the counties.15

Beginning in the 1830s, Greenbrier and Monroe coun-
ties, like others throughout the state, took advantage of
the state’s relaxed turnpike standards, funding, and techni-
cal assistance to enter Virginia‘’s turnpike era. Roads or
turnpikes in this region generally developed to link the
mineral springs, the commercial centers of Greenbrier and
Monroe counties, with each other and the main travel arter-
ies rather than the customary towns and ports.

Entrepreneurs planned and invested in these turnpike ven-
tures to stimulate trade with springs’ visitors.

Although frustrated with almost insurmountable building
and repair difficulties, few seemed to lose hope in the
possibilities associated with the springs’ trade. While the
mountainous terrain hindered road construction, the lime-
stone cartography handicapped road maintenance and travel

with mud and dust.!f

Comments from travellers, engineers,
and turnpike companies alike all attest to these problems on

the turnpikes of Greenbrier and Monroe.

15Williams, Enrolled Bills, 242; Edward Graham Roberts,
"The Roads of Virginia, 1607-1840," (Ph.D. diss., University
of Virginia, Charlottesville, n.d.), 100.

16Thomas Hughes, The Practice of Making & Repairing Roads
or Constructing Footpaths, Fences, and Drains. Also A Method
of Comparing Roads with Reference to the Power of Draught
Required, With Practical Observations intended to Simplify the
Mode of Estimating Earthwork in Cuttings and Embankments
(London: John Weale Architectural Library, 1838), 24-40.

9



The Turnpike Act of 7 February 1817 regulated the
incorporation of turnpike companies and permitted the state
to subscribe up to two-fifths of the capital after private
sources had subscribed at least one-fourth of the remaining
three-fifths stock. Although the act limited the cost of
shares to between twenty-five and one hundred dollars, it
left the number of shares, the amount of capital, and the
medium of exchange for subscriptions to the commissioners’
discretion. In this region, shares generally sold for
twenty-five to fifty dollars through the installment plan
and were often purchased through labor on the road. Once
half the stock had been subscribed, the company became
incorporated and elected a president and five directors.17
This act required all roads to be at least sixty feet wide
with eighteen feet

well covered with gravel or stone, where neces-

sary, and at all times kept firm and smooth, free

from all mud holes, ruts and other obstructions,

and in all respects fit for the use of heavy laden

waggons, and of other carriages in dry weather,

between the first day of May, and thirty-first day

of October, and fit for the use of horses and foot

travellers at all times.

The Virginia Turnpike Act also regulated the erection

of toll gates and established tolls and fines for noncompli-

ance. Tolls varied from $.065 for a score of sheep or hogs

17Virginia, Turnpike Act, Acts (1817), 234:211-25.

Bipid., 216.

10



to $.20 for a four-wheeled carriage, and were half price for
a return load. Distances, destination and toll rates had to
be posted at each gate. Tolls could be charged on every
five-mile segment of the road as long as it was kept in
repair. The Act also provided for filing annual reports,
road disrepair, discontinuance of tolls or the roads them-
selves, and restrictions for winter travel on the roads.
Once authorized turnpike companies had two years to begin
their construction and ten years to complete the road.19

The fact the turnpikes of Greenbrier and Monroe coun-
ties met few 0of the criteria first established by the state
or produced little revenue detracted little from their

importance. They were narrow (generally fifteen to twenty-

two feet wide), poorly drained, earthen toll roads. Their

lack of width prevented an allowance for "summer roads" .

waid., 216-224. Tolls were not the same for all roads,
nor were toll gates placed the same distances apart. The Red
and Blue Sulphur Springs toll gates could be no closer than
every ten miles. Every fifteen miles, they were permitted to
charge tolls commensurate with the James River and Kanawha
Turnpike. The 32 3/4 mile long Red and Blue Sulphur Springs
Turnpike had three tollgates and the 20 1/2 mile long White
and Salt Sulphur Springs Turnpike two gates. Presumably most
of the turnpikes in this area had gates approximately every
ten miles. Virginia, Act Incorporating the Red and Blue
Sulphur Springs Turnpike Company, Acts (1836) 142:214-15; Doc.
No. XVII Reports, Returns, and Other Documents, relating to
Joint Stock Companies, Other Than Railroads, Sept. 30, 1857
(n.p., n.d.), 207, 222.

20According to Hunter, this was typical of Virginia
turnpikes and others. Grades and surfaces unacceptable to
professional engineers were standard here. Hunter states

11



However, the "turnpikes”" here, like elsewhere, were the best
roads which charged tolls and serviced the more important
routes.?! 1In Greenbrier and Monroe counties most of these
roads led to the springs. As centers of commerce, these
"watering places" provided the incentive for roadbuilding.
Fortunately, these roads, impassable for a good portion of
the year, had been constructed to serve a limited seasonal
clientele. Not too surprisingly, revenues from tolls seldom
kept pace with the cost of needed repairs. Few turnpikes,
even in high volume areas like New England, earned a

profit.22

location, drainage, and grades were the most serious mistakes.
Claudius Crozet, Virginia’s most noted principal engineer,
also found these much more detrimental than the lack of
macadamized surfaces--a common traveller’s complaint. Robert
F. Hunter, "Turnpike Construction in Antebellum Virginia,"”
Technology and Culture 4 (1963): 179-200.

21Virginia law required roads to be kept in repair to
charge tolls. (Virginia 1817, 234:211-25). J. Bowyer Cald-
well, newspaper editor and stage owner, not only complained of
the condition of the Kanawha Turnpike and other state and
county roads, but reminded road overseers of their responsi-
bilities and printed excerpts on road macadamization and
repair. Palladium 14, 28 November, 12, 19 December 1829,
Miscellaneocous West Virginia Newspapers (Morgantown: West
Virginia University, text-fiche). With a vested interest in
road conditions, operational turnpike companies appeared to
keep their roads in better condition. This removed much of
the burden from the county court and appointed overseers.

22VirginiaDepartment of Transportation’s Office of Public
Affairs, A History of the Roads in Virginia, "the most
convenient waves” , (Commonwealth of Virginia, 1989), 2;
Howard Newlon, Jr. and Nathaniel Mason Pawlett, et. al.,
Backsights, (Virginia Department of Highways and Transporta-
tion, 1985), 6; George Rogers Taylor, The Transportation

12



Virginia entered the turnpike era as the rest of the

nation switched to rail travel. In 1831, Virginia had
interest in only fifteen turnpikes. By 1839, this number
had increased to sixty-three. During this same decade, most

of the turnpikes connecting the springs of Greenbrier and
Monroe counties were begun. By 1861, Virginians had start-
ed, if not completed approximately two hundred joint stock
turnpikes.23
The opening of the James River and Kanawha Turnpike,

the improvement of the economy and the relaxation of Virgin-
ia’s turnpike standards spurred a road boom which coincided
with the golden years of the springs. Improved roads led to
improved commerce. These springs provided an internal

market for area residents and tax revenues for the state.

In spite of a wildly fluctuating economy which resulted in

Revolution 1815-1860, vol. 4, Economic History of the United
States, ed. Henry David, Harold U. Fahne, Louis M. Hacker,
Curtis P. Nettels, Fred A. Shannon (New York: Holt, Rinehart,
and Winston, 1951; reprint New York: Harper & Row, 1968), 17,
27; Taylor, establishes the merchant, commerce, roadbuilding
connection. Specifications for these springs turnpikes were
listed in the Acts which chartered each of them. Surveyors
reports and Annual Reports to the General Assembly on the
condition of these roads list their problems.

23Taylor, Transportation Revolution, 75-80; Rice,
"Internal Improvements," 292; Annual Reports of the Board of

Public Works to the General Assembly of Virginia [1830-1861];
In The Supreme Court of the United States October Term, 1S913.

No. 2 Original. Commonwealth of Virginia vs. The State of

West Virginia in Equity Before Hon. Charles E. Littlefield,
Master, At Richmond, Virginia, August 17-19 and September 2-

12, 1914. vol. III (Charleston, WV, 1914), 901-540.

13



much indebtedness and many business failures, local entre-
preneurs worked to develop and hold their share of the
seasonal springs trade.

Turnpike construction in Greenbrier and Monroe counties
was affected more by the cyclical national economy than by
legislative, political, social, or sectional factors.
Entrepreneurs invested in roads to the springs as the econo-
my permitted. The seasonal and nonessential nature of the
springs’ commerce made them particularly subject to economic
trends. Both the development of the springs and the turn-
pikes in Greenbrier and Monroe counties can be directly
correlated to the fluctuating national economy. However,
despite financial panics and depressions, many of these
roads endured and contributed significantly to the advance-
ment of the region.

A study of the development of this region’s turnpikes
and other roads is in itself a study of the antebellum
commercial history of Greenbrier and Monroe counties. Here,
like elsewhere, profit motivated road construction and roads

24

controlled the flow of commerce and ideas. This region

24Christy Borth, Mankind on the Move: The Story of
Highways (Washington, D.C.: Automobile Safety Foundation,
1%67), 9, 13. Anne Royall complained of the "yeomanry"”

emulating the wealthy springs’ crowd. Anne Royvall, Sketches of
History, Life and Manners in the United States, Series in

American Studies, ed. Joseph J. Kwiat (New Haven: By the
author, 1826; reprint, New York: Johnson Reprint Corporation,
1970), 72.

14



developed a transient-based commerce dependent on travellers
through or to the area. With no banks until mid-nineteenth
century, this barter based economy relied on the seasonal
cash stimulation from western emigrants, court participants

23 In addition to these

and spectators, and spa visitors.
visitors, the multi-purpose mineral springs serviced rural
communities with stores, blacksmiths, mills, stage and post
offices and provided outlets for their surplus farm goods
and handiwork. Though roads to these springs were built

primarily to accommodate an elite market, they served as

symbols of civilization, and a defense against economic

25Monroe County Legislative Petitions to the General
Assembly for banks in Blacksburg and Lewisburg respectively
due to their dependence on banks in Buchanan and Wythe, DS,
19, 25 January 1850, Virginia State Library and Archives,
Richmond. Monroe County Legislative Petition to the General
Assembly for a Savings Institution in Lewisburg, DS, 13
February 1840, Virginia State Library and Archives, Richmond.
In 1849, Monroe County received the Monroe Savings Bank. In
1852 the Farmers Bank of Virginia opened a branch in Lewis-
burg. Williams, Enrolled Bills, 295, 138; The agricultural
based economy of both Greenbrier and Monroe spawned a number
of manufacturing businesses such as tanneries, saddleries, a
glove factory, a plough manufactory, distilleries, and mills
for grain, o0il, lumber, and wool. By 1860, Greenbrier County
claimed 7@ mills. Tailors, dressmakers, and hat makers
abounded during "the season."” Rice, Greenbrier County, 128-
133; Palladium, 9, 16, 23 May, 14 November 1829, The Alle-
ghanian, 22 February 1833, The Observer and Western Advertis-
er, 11 April 1844, Miscellaneous West Virginia Newspapers

(Morgantown: West Virginia University, text-fiche); John
Francis, "Reminiscences of Union as it was over Forty Years
Ago." Lewisburg hosted four courts the Greenbrier County

Court, Greenbrier District Court of Chancery, the Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals, the U. S. Court for the District
West of the Alleghany Mountains. Rice, Greenbrier County, 118-
119.
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26 In Greenbrier and Monroe

stagnation for all residents.
counties the material advantages of the springs proved the
adage, "A road is worth as much as the places it con-

nects."27

Only turnpikes connecting these springs drew
enough investors to incorporate.

The James River and Kanawha Turnpike provided the
catalyst for the growth of this region. This major thor-
oughfare unleashed a tide of visitors to this undeveloped,
scenic region and initiated Virginia’'s tourist industry.28
The roads built to the springs in these counties initially
acted as feeder roads for the James River and Kanawha Turn-
pike which funneled travellers from the North, East, West,
and Deep South into the area. Monroe County entrepreneurs
also petitioned for a number of connector roads for the

Cumberland Gap and Price’s Mountain Turnpike, the South-

western Turnpike, and the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad to

26Borth, Mankind on the Move, 2, 10, 11; According to
Klein, the most travelled routes were turnpiked first. Later
turnpikes over lesser routes had more difficulty raising the
necessary capital. Daniel B. Klein, "The Turnpike Companies
of Early America,"” Economic Inquiry 28 (4: 1990): 798.

”Borth, Mankind on the Move, 18.

Bprior to the Civil War, the James River and Kanawha
Company was the state’'s chief commercial venture and its

improvements the "chief c¢ommercial artery."” Faculty of
Political Science of Columbia University, ed. Studies in
History, Economics and Public Law (New York: Columbia

University, 1922), vol. 104, History of the James River and
Kanawha Company, by Wayland Fuller Dunaway, 9, 183, 82, 83.
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tap the large numbers of travellers.29

To stimulate road building, the state eased regula-
tions to accommodate these areas, whose lack of capital,
mountainous terrain, and poor soil conditions prevented them
from building roads of the same standards as more affluent
areas. Virginia provided technical assistance in the form
of state engineers to help survey and locate roads. In many
instances, Virginia subscribed as much as three-fifths of

the capital stock of turnpike ventures.30

By 184@, the
Lewisburg and Blue Sulphur Springs Turnpike, the Sweet
Springs and Price’s Mountain Turnpike, and the White and
Salt Sulphur Springs Turnpike had been completed. The Red
and Blue Sulphur Springs, the White Sulphur and Sweet
Springs, and the Giles, Fayette, and Kanawha Turnpikes had

been started in the counties of Greenbrier and Monroe.31

29Rice, "Internal Improvements," 288-283. Rice termed
these "feeder turnpikes.” Many of these routes were in place
early, but later petitioners looked to improve them into turn-
pikes. See Moorman’'s "Map of Distances and Routes to the
Virginia Springs."”

30Rice, "Internal Improvements,”™ 53, 292, 141; Survey
Report of the Chief Engineer, Twenty Second Annual Report of
the Board of Public Works to the General Assembly of Virginia
with the Accompanving Documents, January 31, 1838 (Richmond:
Shepherd & Colin, 1838), 80-81, 94-96; Survey Report of the
Chief Engineer, Twenty-sixth Annual Report of the Board of
Public Works to the General Assembly of Virginia with the
Accompanying Documents Dec 6, 1841 (Richmond: Samuel Shep-
herd, 1841), 465-471.

31Rice, "Internal Improvements," 292-293; Roberts, "Roads
of Virginia," 200-202.
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Although the Newbern and Red Sulphur Springs, Salt and
Red Sulphur Springs, Indian Draft, Sweet and Blue Sulphur
Springs, New River and Salt Sulphur Springs turnpikes never
became individual corporations, they appear to have been

. , 3
built as segments of later turnpikes or common roads.'2

By
1860, the Sweet and Salt Sulphur Springs and the Mountain
Lake and Salt Sulphur Springs joint stock turnpikes had been
built. The state had funded the Princeton and Red Sulphur
Springs and the Huntersville and Lewisburg turnpikes.33
Due to the nature of the springs’ tour and trade,

roadbuilding in these two counties cannot be easily separat-

ed, yvet the level of involvement and the impact on each

32These roads were authorized, but never received state
funds or filed annual reports. However, roads between these
points can be found on the Map of the State of Virginia
Constructed in Conformity to Law, from the late Surveys
Authorized by the Legislature and other original and authentic
Documents, by Herman Béyveé, 1825, Corrected by order of the
Executive, 1859. The nine-part 1859 B6yé--Buchholtz Map of
Virginia best shows the number of roads in this region before
the Civil War. Though no known accurate maps of Virginia
existed until the twentieth century, the BOoyé--Buchholtz Map
of Virginia was the best available for this study since it

includes common, stage, and turnpike roads. The state’s
internal improvement maps do not show any which were not
incorporated, but may have been built to the springs. For

purposes of this paper a photocopy of a segment from sections
4, 5, 7, and 8 of the facsimile in E. M. Sanchez-Saavedra’s,
A Description of the Country: Virginia's Cartographers and
Their Maps 1697-1881 (Richmond: Virginia State Library, 1975)
has been used.

33Virg;nia vs. West Virginia, III, 374. The Princeton and
Red Sulphur Springs Turnpike does not appear on the Bdyé-
Buchholtz Map of Virginia.
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county was distinctly different. The more accessible Green-
brier County had less incentive for turnpike building than
Monroe County. Therefore, the impetus for turnpike building
in this region fell primarily on the Monroe County merchants
and proprietors. These capitalists invested in a number of
ventures to facilitate travel between the springs and into
their county from the James River and Kanawha Turnpike, the
Cumberland Gap and Price’s Mountain Turnpike, the Southwest-
ern Turnpike and the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. These
roads were conceived for commercial, not altruistic purpos-
es. The joint stock turnpikes were built primarily to
accommodate and direct travellers to the springs. Although
of secondary importance, the benefit to the general public
seemed taken for granted. Everyone stood to gain from the

numerous indirect benefits.34

COMMUNITY LEADERS AND CAPITALISTS

Though many stood to benefit directly and indirectly,

34Klein, "The Turnpike Companies of Early America,"” 788-
812. Klein hypothesizes that turnpikes were built with the
knowledge they were poor investments for the "public good" due
to a "strong cooperative spirit" and community pressure. Klein
notes Philip Taylor ("The Turnpike Era in New England,” Ph.D.
diss., Yale University, 1934) differs from other historians in
his belief in "speculative fanaticism,"” that investors fully
expected to make a profit. Although "speculative fanaticism”
seemed the primary motivator in the turnpikes of Greenbrier
and Monroe, the community support and interest for these roads
cannot be denied. Stockholders in turnpikes, here 1like
elsewhere, were generally those who had the most to gain.
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the development of this internal market and access to it
fell on the local merchants and springs’ proprietors, pri-
marily from Monroe County. Greenbrier County already held
the primary drawing cards to the region: the White Sulphur
Springs, hub of the springs tour, and the James River and
Kanawha Turnpike, the busy east-west thoroughfare along
which it was situated. Most citizens of Greenbrier and
Monroe counties had neither the funds nor the inclination to
build roads to open the area. Typically, county courts met
local needs for access to mills and court, but they did not
provide roads to central markets. Roads for which no inves-
tors could be found were sometimes built at state expense.
The lack and gquality of roads and the distance from large
commercial centers limited the trade of this agricultural
region. From the early part of the nineteenth century,
residents had disposed of their surplus crops locally to
drovers and at the springs or transported them in the form
of livestock or spirits out of the area with other non-
perishables. With their improved roads, the turnpike
companies of Greenbrier and Monroe sought to entice and
expand the internal springs’ market of wealthy consumers

from outside the region.35

35Rice, "Internal Improvements," 26, 40-41; Rovyall,
Sketches of History, Life, and Manners, 32, 52, 54, 71; Henry
T. Shanks, The Secession Movement in Virginia 1847-1861
(Richmond, 1934; reprint, New York: AMS Press, 1971), 16.
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Community leaders were commonly linked through
marriages and business partnerships with a number of the
developers of the roads and springs in both c¢ounties. The
same names consistently showed up in the county license
records, on road petitions or acts of incorporation for
turnpikes, and as public officeholders.36 Andrew Beirne
and Hugh Caperton, wealthy merchants and prominent politi-
cians from Monroe County, played major roles in the
development of the area. They served as commissioners of
subscriptions, signed petitions, bought stock, financed
expansion projects at the springs, and undoubtedly used
their political influence to promote the area. Later, their
sons, Oliver Beirne and Allen T. Caperton provided active
leadership in the springs’ trade. In 1852, Oliver Beirne
purchased the Sweet Springs, made extensive improvements,
and led this spring to its greatest prosperity. In 1857,
Allen T. Caperton, with twenty-seven shares, became the
major shareholder in the White Sulphur Springs Company.
These wealthy families shared credit for the development of

the region’s commerce with many others who may have lacked

36Auditor of Public Accounts License Returns 1806-1861 for
Greenbrier and Monroe counties, Virginia State Library and
Archives, Richmond; Acts of the General Assembly of Virginia
[1834-1860]; Oren F. Morton, A History of Monroe County West
Virginia (Staunton: The McClure Co., 1916), 300, 308-311, 318-
324, 336-340, 342, 370-371, 412-413, 464-467. Samplings of
the license returns for these years were examined at inter-
vals.
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their wealth, but not zeal.37

James Calwell of the White Sulphur Springs and William
Erskine and Isaac Caruthers of the Salt Sulphur Springs made
significant contributions to the advancement of the springs
trade. These springs’ proprietors developed the resorts
first started by their fathers-in-law into renowned spas.
Calwell’'s panache and vision created the elitist ambience

that enticed sojourners with funds to travel to the springs.

37Royall, Sketches of History, Life, and Manners, 37; The
Alleghanian (Lewisbhurg, Virginia) 4 May 1832 Miscellaneous
West Virginia Newspapers, (Morgantown: West Virginia Universi-
ty, text-fiche), 1; Virginia, Act to Incorporate the Red
Springs Company, Acts (1836), 191: 274-76; Monroe County Deed
Book K, Courthouse, Union, West Virginia, 360; White and Salt
Sulphur Springs Turnpike Company File, Box 346, Board of
Public Works Inventory, Virginia State Library and Archives,
Richmond; Monroe County Deed Book T, Courthouse, Union, West
Virginia, 79; Barbara Kidd, "The History of the Sweet Springs,
Monroe County, West Virginia" (MA thesis, Morgantown, West
Virginia University, 1958), 28-31; List of Stockholders, Box
3, 1860-1874, Morton-Halsey Papers, Alderman Library, Univer-
sity of Virginia, Charlottesville. Oliver Beirne owned
numerous estates in Monroe County and large holdings in Texas.
He was engaged in the sugar business in New York and New
Orleans. At the death of his business partner, John Burnside
he inherited his estate including a sugar plantation. In
1860, Beirne'’'s worth was estimated at $1 million ($14,450,000-
-1990 dollars). U.S. Bureau of the Census, Population Sched-
ules of the Eight Census of the United States for 1860
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1865). Conversions
to 1990’'s prices calculated with 1990 Consumer Price Index--
391.4 from Crandall Shifflett and the "Series E 135-166
Consumer Price Indexes (BLS)--All Items, 180Q to 1970...",
Historical Statistics of the United States Colonial Times to
1970 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of
the Census, 1975), 211.After the inheritance, he was supposed-
ly worth $6 million and "the wealthiest man in Virginia."
Morton, Monroe County, 309. West Virginia Governor Gaston
Caperton is a direct descendant of Hugh Caperton.
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Erskine and Caruthers’ initiative and perseverance in road-
building improved access to the tour. At some level, they
were involved in most of the turnpikes built in or to Monroe
County. They planned, petitioned, subscribed, and contract-
ed work for many of these toll roads.38

Joint stock companies formed to build turnpikes to
facilitate travel to and between the springs, though turn-
pike here meant simply better earthen roads. Between 1834
and 1860, six joint stock, two state-funded, and at least
two private turnpikes were built in Greenbrier and Monroe
counties. While most just improved on existing routes,
some followed new and better locations. Through their
roadbhuilding efforts, the Monroe springs remained competi-
tive first with the White Sulphur Springs and later with
more than fifty others throughout Virginia. When threatened
by competition from more accessible springs and by the lack
of a railroad, Monroe capitalists built roads to these

sources of springs’ travellers. Few turnpikes earned a

profit, but merchants, springs’ proprietors, and adjacent

38Reniers, Springs of Virginia, 57-66; Western Enquirer
25 January 1839, Miscellaneous West Virginia Newspapers,
(Morgantown: West Virginia University, text-fiche), 3; Monroe
County Legislative Petitions to the General Assembly for
roads, 1 February 1839, 21 December 1841, 13 December 1855, 31
January, 3@ October 1856, Virginia State Library and Archives,
Richmond; Erskine & Caruthers Day Book, Jan 1 1857 to Sept 28
1863, West Virginia Regional History Collection, Colson Hall,
West Virginia University, Morgantown.
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property owners benefitted indirectly from the convenience,
heavier traffic, and increased property values. Of the toll
roads built to the springs in this region, only the White
and Salt Sulphur Springs Turnpike and the Sweet and Salt

Sulphur Springs Turnpike actually showed a profit to

: 34
investors.

39Cohen, Historic¢ Springs, v; Taylor, Transportation
Revolution, 10, 27; Joseph Durrenberger, A Study of the Toll
Road Movement in the Middle Atlantic States and Marvland,
(Valdosta, GA, 1931), 104; Rice, "Internal Improvements,” 290-
291; Annual Report(s) of the Board of Public Works to the
General Assembly... [1834-1861]. According to Klein, ("The
Turnpike Companies of Early America,"” 805) turnpikes typically
followed preexisting routes.
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change in stage routes often caused diminished travel on
turnpikes. This did not happen directly to any roads in
Greenbrier or Monroe. Two turnpikes in the eastern panhan-
dle of present day West Virginia suffered from the competi-
tion from railroads. The Patterson Creek Valley and Moore-
field and Alleghany Turnpikes reduced each other’'s tolls.
In eastern Virginia seven turnpikes suffered from the
railroad and at least five from other competitors. Between
1853 and 1859, the Manassas Gap Railroad reduced the Valley
Turnpike’s annual tolls by more than fourteen thousand
dollars. After the Warm Springs and Harrisonburg Turnpike
displaced the Augusta Springs Turnpike, this road lost
traffic to the Central Railroad. While eager to join the
ranks serviced by rail, Monroe and Greenbrier counties knew

neither the benefits nor price of these improvements.28

28Twenty fourth and Twenty fifth Annual Reports, 342, 13;
Twenty Ninth Annual Report, 573, 305; Doc. No. 16, Second
Auditor’'s Report, The Thirty-Second and Thirty-Third Annual
Reports, 85; [Doc. No. XVIII] Thirty-Seventh Annual Report,
54, 13; Doc. XVII Annual Reports of Internal Improvement
Companies to the Board of Public Works, Year Ending September
30, 1854, 92; Reports, Returns, and Other Documents, relating
to Joint Stock Companies, Other than Railroads, Sept. 30,
1857, 28, 116, 176; Doc No XVII Year Ending Sept 3@, 1858
Reports, Returns, and OCther Documents Relating to Joint Stock
Companies, other Than Railroads Sept 30, 1858, 604, 442, 138,
520; Doc No XVII Reports, Returns and Other Documents,
Relating to Joint Stock Companies, Other Than Rail Roads
September 30, 1859, 451; Doc No XVII Annual Report of Internal
Improvement Companies to the Board of Public Works Year Ending
Sept 30, 1860 (n.p., n.d.), 171.
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TOLLS, TARIFFS, AND DIVIDENDS

By 186@, business boomed again at Virginia’'s springs
and turnpike tolls increased. The Howardsville and Rockfish
Gap Turnpike did not complain of their tolls that year.
Guests and farmers with produce had to pass over part of
their turnpike on their way to the popular Rockbridge Alum
and thé Goshen Depot. This same year dividends on the White
and Salt Sulphur Springs Turnpike rebounded and more than
doubled.?

Of the eleven joint stock turnpike companies which
earned dividends for their shareholders in (West) Virginia,
Greenbrier and Monroe claimed the two most productive.
Although not the earliest to pay dividends, the White and
Salt Sulphur Springs Turnpike paid most consistently and for
the longest time. This turnpike provided a good return on
the money invested. The returns reflected the economic
conditions, the "deleterious effect of weather"” on the roads
and travel, and competition. While the Sweet and Salt
Sulphur Springs Turnpike began relatively late,
except the major turnpikes, this toll road paid the second
largest cumulative dividends in (West) Virginia. Even so

the turnpikes built in western Virginia earned only a

29Doc No XVII Annual Report of TInternal Improvement
Companies to the Board of Public Works Year Ending Sept 390,
1860, 209; See Table 1 White and Salt Sulphur Springs Turnpike
Company Dividends 1838-1860.
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Table 7
White and Salt Sulphur Springs
Turnpike Company Dividends 1838-1860
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Table 8
Sweet and Salt Sulphur Springs
Turnpike Company Dividends 1855-1869
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year
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.
$0 $200 $400 $600 $800
dividends

Defendent's Exhlbit G-1
Virginia vs Wast Virginia, Il
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TABLE @

DIVIDENDS FROM STOCK IN (WEST) VIRGINIA TURNPIKES

 Washington Tpk.

(E) Hillsborough &
Harper’'s Ferry

| Tek.*
(F) Martinsbury &
Winchester Tpk.*

TURNEIKE OR ROAD DWESTMENT |  YEAR |  DIVIDEND
(A) Grave Ck. & Pa. s 1,300, 1366 3 412.59
Line Rd. L [ U A
(B) Helidav's Cove $ 4,733, 38 1848-18- S 715.50
S e\ eerr ]
{C) Martinsburg & 315,299.00 1853-18~ 51,676.00
Potomac Tpk. = R . S U
(D)} Welisbury & S 7,071,914 1837-1838 | § 390.26

S 6,000.00

(G) M. Frederick Tpk.™

(H) New Ck. & Hardy
Lo. Tpk.

(I) Shepherdstown &
 Smithfield Tpk.
(J) Sweet & Salt
Sulphur Springs
Tpk. o ‘

(K) White & Salt

i Sulphur Springs

| Tpi.

1856 $ 240.00
($5.71
A0
$27,000.00 | 1859-1860 | $1,208.27
(714.09
B A UL\ 2 B
$11,325.00 | 1851 S 453.00
(52.91
o W)
$ 5,431.24 | 1857 § 271.25
§16,575.00 | 1832-1839 | $1,655.41
S U EO R R
$10,104.00 | 1855-1859 | $2,459.62

5 4,000.00

1838~ $5,020.00
1860**

TOTAL DIVIDENDS FROM TURNEIKES WHOLLY IN WV

TOTAL DIVIDENDS FROM SHARED TURNPIKES
TOTAL DIVIDENDS FROM MONROE & GREENBRIER
GRAND TOLAL DIVIDENDS FOR WV TURNPIKES
*Turnpikes located in both states today.

12,600, 54
s 1,501.27
S 7,479.52
S14,501.81

kY

West Virginia“’s share of the
daividend calculated from their share of the road.
years varied, hbut none of these received dividends in 1855.

**Not inclusive,
Omitted

were the major turnpikes, the James River and Ranawha, the Northwestern,

and the staunton and Parkerzhurg turnpikes.

This list includes only

tolls received by incorporated turnpike companies in which the state had
an interest. Source, Uetrendant’'s Exhibit G-1, Virginia vs. West Virgin-

ia, I1l; Virginia v. West Virginia, III, 8@5.

148




TABLE 10

(West) Virginia Turnpikes
Dividends 1832-1860

E+ $240
Fv $1208.27 D $390.26
G+ $453
C $1676
il
H $1655.41 r(
(*W B $715.5
A $410.5

I::'.': 2’7
//
| $2459.62 /,,,//4

*
w//////

J $56020
*Shaged by both prgﬁen% %ay ¥irgin&a Iz\aind West Virginia.
ee Correspondin T urnpike Names. .
gource, SeQengan%'s Exhibgg G—T,lerglnTa‘\z_& West Virginia.
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fraction of those in eastern Virginia. The decrease in
tolls over a six vear period on the Valley Turnpike alone
amounted to more than the total dividends received on all of
the Jjoint stock turnpikes in western Virginia.3®
Paradoxically, this region of poor subsistence farmers,
significantly increased state coffers through license and
tax revenues. In 1860, of all the counties in present day
West Virginia, Greenbrier and Monroe ranked fourth and
eighth, respectively, in revenue contributions. The more
industrial Ohio County, and Jefferson and Berkeley in the

eastern panhandle contributed most.31

WITHIN WESTERN VIRGINIA'S NETWORK OF ROADS

The turnpikes to the springs of Greenbrier and Monroe
became part of a tremendous network of roads which funneled
people to the resorts from the larger state arteries and

connected with a wide variety of springs and other natural

attractions. Basically, turnpikes here led specifically to
the springs. The roadbuilding efforts in this region were
simultaneously cooperative and competitive. While entrepre-

neurs developed new and shorter routes to accommodate their

30Doc No XVII Fourth Biennial and Forty-First Annual

Report, 451; See Tables 9 and 1@ Dividends from Stock in
(West) Virginia Turnpikes.

31Statement C, Virginia vs West Virginia, vol. I & II,
1015-1017.
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private interests and changing travel patterns, they invest-
ed in turnpikes to benefit other springs, and indirectly
themselves. These developers often collaborated with
businessmen in Alleghany, Botetourt, and Giles counties.
Tourists to this chic nineteenth century resortland invari-
ably visited multiple springs.32

The entrepreneurs of Greenbrier and Monroe counties
grasped and developed the most lucrative industry available
to them--tourism. The wild and natural beauty of these
mountain retreats captivated the romantic nineteenth century
traveller. A number of them published detailed accounts of
their trips to the springs and this region of Virginia.
Numerous transient authors and artists profited from their
portravals of Virginia’'s resorts and attractions. Though The
Greenbrier at White Sulphur Springs alone has survived and
thrived as a major resort of international fame, no major

industrial development has replaced the famed tour.33

32Phillip Lybrook, hotel proprietor at the base of Salt
Pond Lake Mountain and William Snidow ferry operator over the
New River in Giles County, worked with businessmen at the Red
Sulphur Springs and William Erskine at the Salt Sulphur
Springs to link their enterprises by way of the Cumberland Gap
and Price’s Mountain Turnpike. Petition to link Centerville
with this road between the ferry and Lybrook’s, Monroe County
Legislative Petition, 30 January 1852, Virginia State Library
and Archives, Richmond.

33For the best 1idea of the appearance of Virginia’'s
popular natural attractions during the 1850s, see Edward
Bever’'s Album of Virginia or Illustration of the 0ld Dominion
(reprint Richmond: Virgnia State Library, 198@). Though known
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Although only two of the six joint stock turnpikes
built in Greenbrier or Monroe counties prospered, none were
sold or abandoned. While other areas of the state often
abandoned profitless ventures, even the problematic turn-
pikes here survived. As the most important roads in the
counties, they were neither sold nor displaced. The dura-
bility of these small, seasonal, earthen ventures emphasized
the integral part they playved in the local economies. In
other parts of present day West Virginia, the state pur-
chased the Berryville and Charlestown Turnpike and fore-
closed on the Fishing Creek, Morgantown, and Smithfield
Turnpike then completed it to salvage their initial invest-
ment. The Ravenswood and Reedy Creek, the Cranberry Summit
and Brandonville, and parts of the Kingwood and West Union
turnpike were also sold. In Virginia, the state purchased
the Augusta Springs Turnpike and the Junction Valley Turn-
pike between Staunton and Buchanan, but sold the Natural

Bridge Turnpike.34

to have some inaccuracies, this collection of lithographs is
probably the most comprehensive pictorial representation of
the springs and "curiosities."

34Fortieth Annual Report, xvii; [Doc. No. XVIII] Thirty-
Sixth Annual Report, 10; Plaintiff’'s General Exhibit-1,
Virginia vs. West Virginia, vol. III, 947; Reports, Returns,
and Other Documents, relating to Joint Stock Companies, Other
than Rail Roads, Sept 30, 1858, 191; Doc. No. XVII Thirty-
Eighth Annual Report, 741; Twenty fourth and Twenty fifth
Annual Reports, 13; Fortieth Annual Report, xvii; Twenty
Seventh Annual Report, 357.
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When shareholders lost interest in profitless roads,
ran out of funds, or could not keep the roads in repair,
counties normally assumed their maintenance. The president
of the Board of Public Works recommended this as a solution
for a number of incomplete, financially distressed, and
abandoned roads to save the state’s investment. Sharehold-
ers lost interest in the Wellsburg and Washington Turnpike
when it became unprofitable. The Williamsport Turnpike was
abandoned and needed to be taken over by the county.

Between 1858 and 1861 due to insufficient tolls or finances,
diminished travel, or condition a number of roads were
abandoned, sold, or given to the counties. Eight roads in
northern West Virginia and two of Virginia’'s toll roads to
natural attractions needed to be maintained by the county.
Neither the Buchanan and Bedford Turnpike with a gate at the
Peaks of Otter or the Hot Springs and Covington Turnpike had
the funds to operate. At the same time four plank roads and
four other Virginia roads suffered the same fate. While
this did not happen to any of Greenbrier and Monroe’'s joint
stock companies, the counties probably built or maintained

some of the roads that never managed to incorporate.35

35Fourth Biennial and Forty-First Report of the Board of
Public Works, xix, xiv, 53, 361; Doc No XVII Year Ending Sept

30, 1858 Reports, Returns, and Other Documents Relating to

Joint Stock companies, other Than Railroads Sept 30, 1858, 62,
113, 339, 503; Doc No. XVITI Reports, Returns, and other Docs,
Relative to Joint Stock companies, Other Than Rail Roads,
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Prior to the Civil War, none of Greenbrier and Monroe’'s
roads had been macadamized. However, by 1838, almost all of
the Smithfield, Charlestown, and Harper’'s Ferry Turnpike had
been macadamized and parts of the Northwestern, Staunton and
Parkersburg, Weston and Gauley Bridge, Cross Roads and
Summit Point, and Kingwood and West Union turnpikes. Many
of eastern Virginia’'s roads were macadam.36

Though the Red and Blue Sulphur Springs developed a
reputation for mismanagement, numerous turnpikes in (West)
Virginia reported problems. The Clarksburg and Phillippi
Turnpike Company based their 1858 Annual Report on their
1852 Report because they had no receipts from their Treasur-
er. Even worse, the treasurer and a tollkeeper for the
Cross Roads and Summit Point Turnpike and the Dunkard Creek
Turnpike, respectively, fled with the funds. The Red and
Blue Sulphur Springs Turnpike Company never sold all of
their stock and had a difficult time collecting subscrip-

tions. So did the Fish Creek Turnpike Company who ran their

business "in a loose manner." When the company sued for

September 30, 1861, 118; Doc No XVITI Annual Report of Internal
Improvement Companies to the Board of Public Works vear Ending
Sept 30, 1860, 325, 329, 391.

abTwenty fourth and Twenty fifth Annual Reports, 420;
[Doc. No. XVIII] Thirty-Sixth Annual Report, 356, 377; Doc.
No. XVII Thirty-Ninth Annual Report, 19; Reports, Returns, and
Other Documents, relating to Joint Stock Companies, Other Than
Railroads, Sept. 3@, 1857, 152; Doc. No. XVII Thirtv-Eighth
Annual Report, 142.
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outstanding subscriptions, some denied taking subscriptions
and others contended "...they had subscribed conditional-
1y.

Turnpikes throughout western Virginia shared many of
the same problems with weather, labor shortages, topography,
lack of capital, poor management, and engineering and
construction deficiencies. All of these contributed to
maintenance difficulties. Companies here, as elsewhere,
consistently sacrificed preferred routes for shorter and
steeper ones, and cut corners with construction and mainte-
nance. However, the shortcomings of these turnpikes were
more normal than unique. According to Hunter, despite the
disdain for Virginia roads, they were of average construc-

3 Weather was responsible for a large number of

tion.
problems for turnpike shareholders. Bad weather often
caused almost impassable roads resulting in expensive

repairs, bridge washouts, flooding, and ruts. Inclement

weather also resulted in low turnouts to natural attractions

37Doc No XVITI Year Ending Sept 30, 1858 Reports, Returns,
and Other Documents Relating to Joint Stock Companies, other
Than Railroads Sept 30, 1858, 79; Doc No XVITI Reports, Returns
and Other Documents, Relating to Joint Stock Companies, Other
than Rail Roads September 39, 1859, 121, 145, 147; Twenty
Seventh Annual Report, 405-406; Twenty-eighth Annual Report,
44-45; Twenty Ninth Annual Report, 308; The Thirtieth &
Thirtv-First Annual Reports, 226.

38Robert F. Hunter, "Turnpike Construction in Antebellum
Virginia," Technology and Culture 4 (1963), 17%-200.

155



during the "season" and lowered tolls.w Whether or not

the turnpikes paid dividends, they served the primary
purpose of easing travel and stimulating trade in these
rugged mountainous areas. Still some may have seen them as

a mixed blessing.

DERAILED
Initially, the James River and Kanawha Company with
their extensive plans for a canal and turnpike seemed a boon
for Greenbrier and Monroe counties and their springs. Of
the major thoroughfares built at state expense, this first
and most expensive project passed through the region, but
never provided the intended linkage of waterways, nor a good

turnpike. It did, however, direct trade from the region to

Richmond. i The Board of Public¢c Works claimed, "The Kana-

39LDoc. No. XVITIT] Thirty-Seventh Annual Report, 27; Doc
No XVII Year Ending Sept 30, 1858 Reports, Returns, and Other
Documents Relating to Joint Stock Companies, other Than
Railroads Sept 30, 1858, 564; Doc No XVII. Reports, Returns
and Other Docs, Relative to Joint Stock Companies, Other Than
Rail Roads, September 3@, 1861, 63, 169; Throughout 1858,
1859, 1861 reports, especially in western Virginia, weather
was a problem.

i Lewisburg Convention of 1831 urged the continuance of
the improvement, followed by the Charlottesville Convention.
Rice, "Internal Improvements in Virginia,1775-1860," 174; The
August 1-3, 1842 Lewisburg Convention with twenty western
counties present petitioned the General Assembly for more
representation. Doc¢. No. 29, Greenbrier County Legislative
Petitions, Virginia State Library and Archives, Richmond; The
August 14-15, 1855 Lewisburg Convention requested the General
Assembly "...to complete the line of improvements to the Ohio
River." (Wayland Fuller Dunaway, History of the James River
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wha Road from Guyandotte to Covington...has contributed more
than any other to the improvement of the western part of the

4 In effect, this road and its powerful corpora-

state.”
tion tethered the region to Richmond markets and stifled
competition from railroads.

As the rest of the nation and state switched to rail
travel, the proposed Covington and Ohio Railroad had many
enemies in the legislature, as well as locally and state-
wide, who would not benefit or who would be bypassed.42
One of these the James River and Kanawha Company, the
state’s most powerful corporation, slowed the advancement of
a railroad into the area to protect their own investment.43
The well-informed citizenry of Greenbrier and Monroe did not

sit idly by. They held a convention, petitioned, lobbied,

sold bonds, and taxed the property owners for a central

and Kanawha Company (New York: Columbia University, 1922),
152, 160).

41Twem;y fourth and Twenty fifth Annual Reports, 251.

42Rice, "Internal Improvements,"” 427, 364; Dunaway, James
River and Kanawha Turnpike, 196;

43Rice, "Internal Improvements," 424. This company had
been given the prerogative of choosing the location of a
railroad into the area. The company had used its influence to
prevent the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from pushing farther
south than the mouth of the Little Kanawha River in the
Northwest. Ambler, Sectionalism in Virginia, 313, 125.
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i However, by

railroad to connect Richmond and the Ohio.
the 1850s, while this region waited for a railroad to be
located and built, many Virginia springs visitors utilized
the faster Virginia and Tennessee Railroad to take them to
more accessible resorts. During this period the White
Sulphur Springs suffered its first serious competition, and
the Blue Sulphur Springs folded. Monroe County with its
many connectors to the improvements in Southwest Virginia
suffered less than Greenbrier County.45
As early as 1836, the James River and Kanawha Company
assigned director Hugh Caperton the task of selecting "a

good route for a railroad between Covington and Guyandotte."”

He requested a committee of seven, all from Richmond, except

44Latrobe found Isaac Caruthers to be remarkably well
informed on railroads and their schedules. "John HB Latrobe
and His Times," (Baltimore: Maryland Historical Society), 3;
North stayed in Richmond awaiting the vote on the location of
the railroad. John North to Charlotte North, 26 January 1854,
Caldwell Collection; "Proceedings of the Internal Improvement
Convention Held at the White Sulphur Springs on the 24, 25, 26
August 1854...," Richmond: n.p., 1855; "...{P)enetrating the
mineral water region of Virginia, would draw from the South,
the West, the North and the East an amount of travel which no
other route could command, while it would overflow our
watering places with company...;" Monroe County Legislative
Petition, [prior to the completion of the canal to Buchanan in
1853], Virginia State Library and Archives, Richmond; Monroe
County Court Order Book 6, 267 (17 June 1857). Some citizens
protested the tax, but the Monroe court imposed it anyway with
William Erskine and John Vawter serving as justices.

45Cohen, Historic Springs, 112, 93, 95, 143; Anbler,
Sectionalism in Virginia, 321, 302. The White Sulphur Springs
changed hands during this time and became a corporation owned
by Virginia businessmen, including Allen Caperton.
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his partner Henry Erskine, to recommend a plan of action for
the company. Not until 1853, did the Board of Public Works
finally select the Greenbrier Route for the proposed Coving-
ton and Ohio Railroad. At which time such an outcry arose,
they agreed to resurvey both the alternative Monroe and
Meadow River routes.46 Prior to the Civil War, the railroad
still had not been completed as far as the White Sulphur
Springs.

After the Civil War, the completion of the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad produced startlingly different results in
Greenbrier and Monroe counties. Between 1869 and 1873,
railroad construction connected the White Sulphur Springs
and Huntington. The railroad followed the Greenbrier River
through Ronceverte, Alderson and Hinton, then through the
New, Kanawha, and Teays valleys. West Virginia chartered
the Lewisburg and Ronceverte, Union and Greenbrier River,
and White Sulphur and Sweet Springs turnpikes as connector
roads for this new source of trade and travellers. The
springs tour became a relict of the past, but the White

Sulphur Springs prospered. In 1919, the Chesapeake and Ohio

46Twenty-first Annual Report, 210, 267; Doc. No. XVIT
Thirty-Eighth Annual Report, v. Caperton appointed a committee
of seven from Richmond, except his partner Henry Erskine, to
make the recommendation. The preliminary survey for the
Monroe County route would have been via Potts Creek, the Salt
Sulphur Springs, and Indian Creek. Twenty Third Annual

Report, 224.
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Railroad which passed through its property, paid $150,000
for the resort. In spite of a number of attempts the Red
Sulphur, Salt Sulphur and the Sweet Springs never reclaimed
their pre-war popularity. The railroad which passed through
the fringes of Monroe County had redirected the nature of
its commerce.47

The image of prosperity in Monroe County was replaced
by one of a lonely statue of a Confederate soldier surveying
an empty field which should have been the center of town.
This poignant figure serves not only as a reminder of Monroe
County’s contribution and allegiance to the Southern cause
but as a symbol of the arrested growth and prosperity which
followed the Civil War in this county. In addition to the
war, the demise of the tour, the death of its most ambitious
promoters, and the lack of direct rail service all took
their toll. Today, Monroe County residents (few more than
in 186Q) travel the same roads built to ac¢commodate their

long gone markets.“

“Rice, Greenbrier County, 334-338; Robert Conte, The
History of the Greenbrier: America’s Resort {Charleston, West
Virginia: Pictorial Histories Publishing Co. for The
Greenbrier, 1989), 98; Cohen, Historic Springs, 156-167. This
time the property in 1990 dollars sold for just a little over
two million.

48Andriot, ed. and comp., Population Abstract of the

United States, 1983 Tables; Courtenay M. Slater and George E.
Hall, ed., 1993 Census County and City Extra Annual Metro,

City and County Data Book (Lanham, MD: Bernan Press, 1993),
704-714, 718-726.
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Throughout the years, the White Sulphur Springs has
reaped a disproportionate share of the benefits of the major
internal improvements through this region. Beginning with
the James River and Kanawha Turnpike which passed its
grounds and exempted its guests from tolls, the White
Sulphur Springs has owed no small measure of its success to
its fortuitous location. From post Civil War to the pres-
ent, this spring has continued to prosper with the Chesa-
peake and Ohio Railroad and Interstate 64 to deliver guests

to its door.49

“Virginia, Act making further provision to carry into
effect the act, entitled "an act for clearing and improving
the navigation of James river, and for uniting the eastern and
western waters, by the James and Kanawha rivers, and for other
purposes, Acts (1825), 353:448.
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IN CONCLUSION

Turnpikes generally serviced the most important routes.
The fact that the antebellum turnpikes in Greenbrier and
Monroekcounties were primarily built to service their
springs establishes the importance of these spas to the
local economies. Most of these turnpikes to the springs
simply improved on existing routes. However, these
turnpikes diverted travellers to this interior region from
the state’s main thoroughfares and eased travel between the
springs. Most of the turnpikes in Greenbrier and Monroe
counties were joint stock corporations built with state
assistance. Although typically built by entrepreneurs with
much to gain, many capitalized on the influx of visitors and
the increased market potential of these turnpikes. While
these toll roads serviced a limited seasonal market, no
major industrial or mercantile development has replaced the
springs tour in this region.

The impact of the economy on turnpike building and
springs’ expansion in Greenbrier and Monroe counties can be
roughly correlated to George Rogers Taylor’s explanation of
events at the national level. In the 1830s, the development
of both the turnpikes and the springs in Greenbrier and
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Monroe counties peaked. The economic prosperity of this
decade enabled and encouraged road building. The importance
of routes determined which turnpikes would secure investors.
During the depressed 1840s, some of these turnpikes
struggled towards completion, but no new ones were started.
In the 1850s only four turnpikes received state funding in
Greenbrier and Monroe counties.

Due to their proximity and link with the Virginia
Springs Tour, Greenbrier and Monroe counties shared many of
the turnpikes built in this region. However, the
development of internal improvements in each of these
counties differed. Both the motivation for and construction
of turnpikes in Monroe County were more directly linked to
its springs. While Greenbrier County received the major
James River and Kanawha Turnpike, Monroe County struggled to
capture a share of the travellers from this and other major
thoroughfares.

Unable to satisfy all the demands of individual locales
for internal improvements, Virginia readily shared the
burden with private investors where possible. The state
appropriated funds for other roads. Virginia’s investments
in turnpikes in this region simultaneously provided access
and potential markets and tax revenues at both the local and
state level. Although the James River and Kanawha Turnpike,
the state’s pet project, passed through this region, it was
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neither the most expensive, nor the best made of Virginia’s
east-west connector roads. Likewise the "feeder turnpikes"”
built in Greenbrier and Monroe counties were neither the
longest roads, the largest capital ventures, the best
investments, or the best constructed turnpikes in the state,
nor were they macadamized. However, these turnpikes were
comparable to other mountain roads and survived when many
did not. Virginia neither favored nor denied this region
state matching funds for turnpikes.

While Phillip Morrison Rice and Edward Graham Roberts
did the groundwork for internal improvement studies in
Virginia, this inquiry takes a more in-depth look at
Virginia’s response to the needs of a particular western
locale with strong eastern ties. The results of this study
place a greater emphasis on the economy’s role in turnpike
building in Greenbrier and Monroe counties, than on the
political or sectional issues. While important, economic
considerations were not the only explanation for the course
of road building here. Many Virginia historians allude to
the economic factors which affected the internal improvement
debate between east and west, but often focus on other
influences. This study of the antebellum springs’ turnpikes
basically supports, rather than takes issue, with these

earlier works.
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