Book Review

Sharon Creech. Ruby Holler. New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 2002.
Florida and Dallas have lived at the Boxton Creek Home for as long as they can remember. Mr. and Mrs. Trepid who run the home nicknamed them the “trouble twins” and so had everyone else who had ever tried to foster or adopt the two thirteen year olds. Until Sairy and Tiller come into their lives. This married couple is looking for two young people to go on two separate trips with them. Tiller wants to paddle down the river to the Rutabago and Sairy wants to search for a rare bird in Kangadoon. 
Florida and Dallas move in with 60 year old Sairy and Tiller. The married couple having had four children of their own is used to having young children in the house but Florida and Dallas are only used to adults sending them back to the Boxton Creek Home when they misbehave. When Tiller makes a similar recommendation Sairy replies, “You can’t send them back as if they’re a pair of boots that don’t fit right. Here’s what I think: that Dallas and Florida are no more trouble than most kids, and besides, you might not have noticed it, but I think you’re beginning to enjoy messing around in the holler with them.” The children learn about hiking, camping, boat building, whittling, and more. The adults learn about having young people in the house again. They remember what it is like to have that much energy in the house but they also find that even though it’s not easy, it can very well be worth the adventure. 
This intergenerational story has humor, mystery, adventure, and even a little bit of danger. The message throughout the book is that there is always a home for anyone; it’s just that sometimes it can be found in the most unlikely of places. Florida and Dallas are ready to run away at a moment’s notice. They hide food and money under the floorboards of their room. These twins figure that no one will want them to live with them forever. They are constantly listening for the sound of the night train’s whistle. Counting down the days and deciding on the best time to escape. But even when they do run away, Tiller and Sairy find them, camp out with them and have breakfast, piping hot, waiting for them, ready to welcome the new day. 
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