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The information work of the department of pudlications during the yesr Novem-
ber 30,1835 to December 1, 1936 has reflected as far as possible all the setivities
of the Virginia extension di_voiuon. It has tried to give to the farmers and farm woanen
of ‘.’irgir.i:.‘b'o::l and girls in 4-E clubs, and the people gemerally a compredensive
review of the work done by udninistr-tiv_‘ offiocers, specialists, ccunty farm and hone
demonstration agonts and assistant agents. Since new problems in agrieulture and
b

home keeping, as well as in 4-H club work, are oconstantly arising, the work of the

2 »
departaent has been broader in scope than at any time since extension work was es-

tablished in Virginia. Mueh of the work of the department has been done in commeo-

- tion with the various programs of what is still knowm as the Agriculfural Administra-
tion Aet. Close cooperation has been maintained between this department and the
Division of Information of the AAA, as well as with the OffTice of Extension Work in

Washington.

To quote fron a recent address of Dr. GIm‘?‘nnk. president of the UTmiversity
of Wisconsin to the agricultural editors of the country in session at Madisom, "There
are three nen in whose hands lie the future of agriculture in Anerica - the adxinistra-
tor, the investigator and the interpreter. The agricultural editor is, in a sense,
the interpreter." The editor and his assistant have tried very earmestly to act as
inforprmrs between extension workers, who may be called the iavestigators, and all

the people in Virginia who are in any way affected by the work of the extensiom divisioms




During the year the editor's office has served as the clearing house for a

great deal of matter furnished $he office by those in sharge of the Soil Comservation
Service for Virginia with headquarters at Spartanburg, 8. C., the State Soil Conserva=
tion Serviee under the direction of Lyman Carrier, and the TVA at Inoxville. The editer
has had as his assistant R. D. Nichael who has divided his time between publicity work
and the radio wervice. The radio programs have been presented each week day over
WDBJ, Roanoke, from the V.F.l1. studios in the War liemorial Hall on the college campus,
C;vor two-thirds of the information presented has had tc do with subjeets relating
to agriculture and home oconmicn the rest of the tL:o' was devoted to broadecasts on
sclentific and engineering subjectss A daily service of farm flashes has bdeen maine-
tained to six other broadoasting stations in the ;t&to. ince tr;o middle of April of
this year the assistant editor has furnished material, most of it relating to exten-
sion aotivities, for & "Farm Page” in the Roancke Times each Monday. While this
material has been of interest to all readers of that pspo'r, particular attention has
been given to topics of spesial interest to farmers and farts women in the Soutimest
Virginia cownties and those near lu:nﬁ- whete the paper has its largest circulations
The assistant editor jms also helped the editor in the regular routixu~ of the
office such as editing mamuscript for mimeographing and for the two monthly publica-
tions, and has made several 1:3'1;3-.i throughout the state to visit county agents for
the purpose of collecting material €6 serve as a basis for news stories semt ocut from
the state office.

in meeting the regquests from Washington, the il Couservation Service, the
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Soil Erasion Service, and the TVA for publicity the department not _negleeted in
any way extension work in Virginia as sut¢h and has. sent out. infopmation regularly

about the activit f the various departuents locsted at Blacksburg and the »

f the county agen p that ¢ people of the state may be infommed as to what is




.
‘bc'inc done towards helping all the people, partiéularly those in the rural distrioets.
The Bally and weekly papers in Virginia have cooperated wholeheartedly with the depart-
aent in disseninatiag this informmtion.

Regular Activities

»
As always, the chief function of the publicity sion

o tell the farmers and farm women, and 4«3 olub boys and girls through

the daily ar.Zl weekly press, the agriocultural Jjournals eirenlating in
Virgiaia and the two mopthly publications of the extemsion division [Bxtemsion Division
Yiows and Virginia 4«5 Club letter) the latest develomments in farm practices, house-
koc‘;".n.: and homemakinge The usual sources of information for what is disseminated
throwsh-the olfTice of publications are, in the main, :t..“.o adninistrative force, the
specialists and the cowm.ly agents. As stated defore, during 1536 the Waskington office
of the extension division and the AAA have been the source of a great deal of th

copy that bas been semt out, Much of this copy ocames to the State Office in such 'a

form that it camnot be handled for the state papers without eonsiderable eom.'nun,g.[

revision and localizinge Since the sounty I.é.ntl’ time has been so fully occupled with
the wvarious prograns, contraots, etee, it has been absolutely impossible for them to
do thi ri n, ekc, A very earnest effort has been made by the editor and his

shape that they oan |
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when both the daily and weekly newspapers receive from various sourcés so much free
publicity matier that ".hey eaxmot posaibly even look ;rnr it all or publish are-tenth
of what they get. The average county paper in Virginia, which is probably the byst

7> 'as only a limited amount of space forf anything except local news
and advertlising, mo matter how willing the editors may be to give space to articles,
even though they r 3 n b of interest to their randers.l For this mson,‘
considerable care and discretion :gst be sxercised if publicity about the wariocus AALA
prograns and news adout extension work in general is to secure space in the county
papers. As to the dally papers; it is bec;xuiﬁg more and more difficult each year
to secure space for any articles except those that have a real news walue. Theé dg\
when techniecal or ingtructional matter can find space in the averapge newspaper is
passed. 1

- The farm and home agents are suppesed to furnish the publicity for thed

local papers but for t:o last Tew vears this has been an almost impossidle
task for them because of so neny demande om their time. MNuch of the pudlieity usually
done by the county agemts has been taken over by this department., Articles have been

prepare or revised to suit loocal conditions, fram eopy furnished by the offioces
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forwarded to the agents direct for use in their paperse. owever,
v

it dtasn
ciaVvViTies

found tipe t port their owm work d ac

ews itens on reguest
other agricultural papers,

s have beon farnished the

ACTAZ

daily ‘papers.
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Cooperation with the Asscolated Fress
/

Timely news articles and items of 1x:écr§lt about extension work in Virginia

are sent the office of the Associated Press in Rielmond; the same plan has deem in
‘effect for several years. The socope of this work was comsiderably broademsd in ;%r.en- s
"bet .at a conference between the editor and E‘ru.nk He Fuller, district manager of the
Associated Press in Riohmonds A check-up sinee that date shows that the AP is giving
considerable publicity to extemsion tctkvitiﬁ,h not only through the Virginia papers
but in those published outside the state.
Activities 2{5_{2 Bditor

The editor has continued the custom of visiting the editors of the daily and
weoekly papers in Virginias ;'homnr there was an opportunity to do wo without incur-
ring undue expense. These visits are helpful because of the opportunity they afford
;tq disouss with the editors wvarious problems cannected with the handling of copye. 5
Some of the editors of the state have gtm'm editor of the extemsion division
worth while sugpesticons that have meant greater efficiency for the department. The
sditor has also attended seversl distriot mestings of the Virginis Press Associstion
y\;e did not attend the ennual sumer meeting, as the date conflicted with State short
course week here at V.F.I.

During the year the editor has spokem Dy iavitation on 4-H club achievement
day programs, at county rallies and other meetings that tie up with extension vor‘g.
he editor gave during the second term of the sessiocn 1935-36 at the a college a part
of his time to t‘oacning a class in agricultural journalism composed of seniors and
others enrolled in the Oo\llo"e of agriculture under a cooperative arrangengnt between

the president of V.P.I. and the director of the extemsion division. This will be re-

peated during the second term of the present session. As the majority of these students
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g0 out each year as ashistant e&-uty agents and SmithiBughes teachers, the course is
80 arranged as to give them ppactiopl sugpestions that will help in the preparation

of copy for t;.o press.

Suming up the work of the yeay the editor wishes to say that he delliewes that
: oopy sent out fram the publications office of the Virginis ertensiom divisiom is well
roooivodvin practically all, if not all, the newspaper offices in Virginiae: The tie-tip
between the department of wbuutlm,j .cxtmion division, the m Soil Conservation
Services, the TVA, and other agencies working along these lines has inereased sonsiderabdly
‘ the work of the department but every effort has bDeen made to meet all demands made on the
departnent, no matter from what source. It can bde sald truthfully that in spite of the
many other things they have had to do, the c.ounty agents have done better publiecity
work this year than ever before, perhaps nmot 80 mmch in guantity as in'quality. of
course there/a ;o' agents to whom this does ut apply as they have never done azd
never will do amy publicity work. More than the ususl mumsber of ageats have aypealed
%o the #dfgor for help in their publieity work and this has always beem cheerfully
given oitl;or by correspondemnce or persomal visits when possible. As almys, the
editor has during the year rendered service to the specialists and others of the ex- |
tension division force in the preparatiorn of special articles or on spesches which
‘they had to make in Virginia or elsewhere. The almost daily requestsfrom the office

of the AAA in Washington for publiocity fér special crtiélu. speeches, etc, have been
conplipd with just as far as posgible. 3
Statistical
As funds do not permit the office of ;ublicnti*r.: to subseribe to all the
'mkly papers in Virginia and only two of the dailies, it is impossible to say defi-

nitely as to the number of articles published throughout the year. From a review of

olippings on file from papers that are received and those that ocome to the editor's
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" desk from the agents and other Sources, there ummbobpluvotht&_ringtbo
year the ".'1rglni; daily and weekly papers have given all space possible to extemsion
eopy. This, of course, includes articles having to do with the AlA program. At least
three articles per week have bo'on furnished the daily and weekly papers in addition
to special articles furnished the oAditor. on request.

All material rrepared by specialists and agents and intcndod for distridution
in cirou]-.u' or bulletin form, whot.‘nol; printed or mimeorraphed, has been edited by
(he editor, alter first being submitted to the director for his approwal and swthoris
zsation.

The amount of copy edited during the year for mimeographing has probably been
nearly twice as much as in any other year.

Extension Division News

The publication, the Extemsion Division News, has been comtistied throughout
the year and a special effort made to improve the quality of matter carried in its
colwmns. Letters received throughout the year commending the monthly ]:;blluti:n
have been frequent and more than the usual mmber of names have been added to the
mailing list on request. All but one of the departments of the extension divisiom

_have two columns each in the Extension Divisiom News and have furnished timely copy

P e e v
.every month for the papers

The Extension Pivision News is an eight-pape, twenty-four colum paper issued

each month for the farpers, farm women, %

conditions on the farms and in the homes of the stat contains practical sugr
tions and results of work dome along the wariocus lines that are being developed

extension workers. It is malled free of charge to the Bames on the mailing vt




and th*p_p_rqﬁoi“ the state are invited to use the material in its columns without

giving oredit for same if they wish. The papers guote freely from the Extension Divi-
sion News, making use of such articles as may be of interest in their localities.
About 47,500 copies are mailed out each monthe
Hailing List

A very ewrtiest effort is made to keep the mailing list of the Extensiom
Division News live and up«to-date. This is very difficult because of the variocus
sources from which names are obtained, etec. It is found necessary from time to
time to remove names from the mailing list because of remowal, death, eto., but
since other names have been added during the year the mumber receiving the Exten-
sion Divisidn News is scmewhat more than at this time last year. ‘New Po are be-
ing added o.lléct every day.

Virginia 4= Club Letter

The Virginia 4-H Club Letter, a four-page, twelve-column paper, is issued
monthly by the department of publieations, the greater part of the matter being fur-
nished through the state club office. An esarnest effort is made to secure articles

from the olub mesbers themselves in order that they may feel they have & share in the
-'ktn; of the paper. About 28,000 copies of the Club Letter were sent out each month

during the time covered by this report. L

——

The names on the mailing list include boys and girls who are enrolled as
members of the agricultural and home sccnomies ¢ludbs, the farm m:yi home demounstra-
tion agents, school superintendents, the newspapers, banks, teachers who request
it, and cortai'*.‘;eoplo in the sta%e who have showm an interest in club worke The
material uged is of the kind that will interest boys and girls and 1:101; them in the

projects they are carrying oute 8Sipoce the roster of eludb mambers changes each jyear,

there must be complete revision of this mailihg list each twelve months,




Method of Distribution

The Extension Division News and Virginia 4=H Clubd letter are distributed as

outlined above. The distribution of bulletins and circulars are largely in the

hands of the specialists who wrote same and are mm to names on the mailing *

1ist of their department. Buif].otinn are sent on roy'quost but no attempt is made to
distribute any bulletin or circular to the names on the mailing list of the Exten-
siom Division Newgs This would result in a waste of material and maeh lost motion
since thousands of people would receive bBulletins in which they had no interest.

%

Organization of Foree

The editor has charge of the publications as already outlined and general
supervision over the fores employed in sending out the Extension Division News and
Virginia 4-H Club lLetter. This force at present consists of one young woman who
divides her ti-; ‘b';h.on the supervision of the mailing lists and acting as secre-
tary to the editor, and two young women and boys who work by the hour as their ser-
vices are needed in sending out the two -e,thly publications.

Bulleting, Circulars, E_t:_.

During the year whioch this report covers thirty eirculars and eight bulle-
tins were published. The ciroulars vary in sige fram one to four pages and sover
a variety of subjects.

The extension division does not ifssue what is penerally mown as plate material
and serials, particularly to the newspapers. It has been found that the Virgiala papers
and agricultural Journals published 4m this state prefer all matter sent directly
to them with due regard paid to locality, seasons, etc., An effort is made to aveid
duplioations as far na‘ possibl n matter sent papers.

Aprended hereto of bulletins and circulars issned from November

30, 1935 to Deoent




Title

Information for Virginia Fruit Orowers {Revised) A. K. Toske

Livestook Judging (Revised

Corn Froduction (Revised)

"urca— Ffacts for Virginia

A Bandbook of Agronomy (Reprint)

Parm Forestry: A Conorete Example (Reprint)

Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Ecotnomics
In 1935

Turkey facts For Virginia (Revised)

Fork Production

Svd-Bdonn™ -
Setrv—iaean W- ¥ Byrne
¥W. Ce 7-11}'

Agronomy Dept.

Wilbur O'Syrne

SR LK
-

Je Hs Eutcheson
We:Co Tully
Geo. Co Z:err.ng

888 385388

o s
~

Title

Weekly Reports
Coumty Agents® Monthly Repert
Mt 1s the Chief Cause of the Farm Depression?
Do Farmers Want the Federal Sovermment ¢o
Selp Them Deal With Farm Problems?
Ta. vanring & Storeage Flarming Fudget J Camercn
Specialist lMonthly Report
The Farmer and Consumer of Parm Products
Do Farzers Rt High Tariffs on Farm Products
Vegetadle Garden Sugpestions for FParmers’ (xoprint)lo,
farm Prices - Tow Are They Hade? 15,000
Will Crop Adjustuent De liecessary or Desirsble
in Years %o Come?
4-F Clud Song Pook
Secretary's 'inute Book (& w-aod)
Poul try Hecord Book (Revised)
Garden Record Sook (Revised)
Crop Record Book {Revised)
Livestock ‘egor. rook (Revised
Clvd Barollment Cards
ailing liest for Cludb Letter
Directions Tor Collecting sand Mailing Plan
L P pe—

snbers' Fecerd for 4-0 Growth Work

Tise Card
Travel Expense

Fecord of

*lub ‘Froject leaders'
\

\
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