
Over half of the children attending 

public schools in California today 

are Latino.  In a few years, Latinos will 

comprise almost half of the college-age 

population; however, they are critically 

underrepresented in the state’s four-year 

universities.  Too few Latino students 

meet the requirements for admission into 

a public four-year university and too few 

earn a degree, certificate, or successfully 

transfer from community college.

70% of Latino first-time freshmen that 

enroll in a California public college or 

university begin at a community college.  

In a recent report, only two in ten of 

these students completed within six 

years.  The combination of low college 

enrollment and low completion rates 

spells disaster for Latinos and the 

California economy precisely at a time 

when the state is projected to have a 

shortage of one million trained workers 

with baccalaureate degrees.

www.collegecampaign.org

COLLEGE COMPLETION RATES NOT KEEPING PACE WITH 
GROWING POPULATION

2009
Only 7% of Latinos age 25 and older held a 
baccalaureate degree in California.

2011
Latinos are estimated to constitute 48% of 
California’s college-age population (18-24 years).

2015
Latinos are projected to make up more 
than half (51%) of the college-age 
population.

2040
Latinos will comprise 48% 
of the state’s population 
and more than 50% of the 
working-age population.
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The lagging college completion rates 
among the rapidly-growing Latino 
population will have tremendous 
consequences for the social and 

economic welfare of this state.
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Only 2 in 10 Latino community 
college students complete a 
certificate, associates degree, or 

transfer after 6 years, compared 
to 37% of whites.

CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES:   
MANY ENROLL, TOO FEW FINISH

7 out of 10 California Latino first-time college 
students enroll in a California Community College.  
The transfer rate for Latino students is about half 
that of white students (14% compared to 29%).  
Latinos who do transfer are twice as likely to 
transfer to a for-profit university as white transfer 
students (16% vs. 8%). 
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LATINO STUDENTS MAKE UP A MUCH LOWER SHARE OF 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE “COMPLETERS” THAN INCOMING 
“DEGREE-SEEKERS”

TOO FEW LATINOS MEET REQUIREMENTS FOR 
ADMISSION INTO CALIFORNIA FOUR-YEAR 
UNIVERSITIES

57% of Latino 9th graders in the class of 2009 
graduated from high school, only 16% met the 
requirements for admission into CSU and UC (see 
figure on right), and only half of those actually 
enrolled.

Source: Rogers, J., Bertrand, M., Freelong, R., Fanelli, S. 
(2011).  Free Fall: Educational Opportunities in 2011.  Los 
Angeles: UCLA IDEA, UC/ACCORD
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CCC Data Source: Moore, C., Shulock, N. (2010). Divided 
We Fail: Improving Completion & Closing Racial Gaps in 
California’s Community Colleges. IHELP, CSU Sacramento.


