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IvNTROD,UCTION “

Arch1tectura] compet1t1ons have been used for a w1de range of pro- L

.l'jects From the des1gn of the s1ng]e obJect to ent1re c1t1es, the

competition has served as a va11d means of exam1n1ng var1ous a1ternat1ves

. to the s1ngle idea. -vTh1s characterlst1c has a dual- purpose For one,

1t demonstrates the range of poss1b111t1es w1th1n a g1ven obJect1ve
Second]y, the var10us a1ternate proposa]s prov1de the poss1b111ty of
'mak1ng a comparat1ve ana]ys1s 1n order to determ1ne the best so]ut1on

The opportun1t1es for the part1c1pants are both, 1nd1v1dua] and

o co]1ect1ve 1n»nature For the 1nd1v1dua], it 1s an exerc1se in the

'ab111ty to crysta111ze 1deas and commun1cate them c]ear]y - often exc]u-‘
s1ve1y through graph1c means 'Compet1t1onsfarena]so a means of further
deve]op1ng one S pre ex1st1ng 1deas, as’ we]l as, 1nvest1gat1ng new ones S
Co]]ect1ve1y, they prov1de the opportun1ty of see1ng the work and ,;-’
thoughts of others in a broader context, estab11sh1ng a measure for com-. -
par1son of both the. qua11ty and content of the1r work on a Tlevel wh1ch |
is, otherw1se rarely poss1b1e It offers the comb1ned aspects of
concentrated effort, demand of var1ous architectural too]s, d1vers1ty
of thought and 1ts equa]]y d1verseulnterpretatjon on a 51ng1e‘theme.

| For the student of‘architecture,'such opportunitiesvshoqu notrbe
overlooked. Too often is the measure of compar1son 11m1ted to w1th1n
the individual schoo] Th1s often resu]ts in a kind of ' 1n breed1ng
manifesting 1tse1f 1n both a way of th1nk1ng and express1on that is
automatic - such is the consequence when the honest quest1on of 'how
1sfforgotten | The compet1t1on 1s one way. of counteract1ng that tendency"

to Timit one's frame of reference.



vThé following projects,were submitted'entries to an ahnua]*intgr-
national residential design competition sponsored by a Japanese ékchi- 
tectura],bub]icatibn. ‘Each competition had its distinct theme though,
pukpose1y stated in a manner’which’would allow for a broad range of

intekpretations by the participants.



PROJECT STATEMENT
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TOWNHOUSE PROJECT

Program andvéite‘

The Compet{tibn theme was stated as a house on each side and}fhree
across the street, The program called for a group of six townhouses»on:
a narrbw rectangular sife bisected aﬁfoss the short axis by a street.

- North was parallel to the Tong axis. Each townhouse was fd maintain its
1hdividuality yet, obviouslya,becauSe of spatiéT 11m1tétﬁons,.share some . .
of its parts. ‘The'accommodation of twe]Ve-qars wasvélsola_reqUirement.v
Programhatica]]y‘tﬁe:émphasis was on fulfilling the ihdividua]vneedé pf:

the 1ndividual, the family, and the:group of six.

Proposal

'The!strict Spatial‘1imitatioﬁ§:1mpbsed by,the‘site in contrast to
~the need for'individuaifty'among the six families made thé question of
domains and‘boundéries andvthéir relationship. to one another a major
concern. It was to be a consideration in the various spatial and organi-
zational components of the project. | |

The project, in general, was organized in a way that would estab1ish
a fluctuating and, sometimes ambigdoué, conditiOn‘between the individual
(person or family) and the collective (family or group of families).

Whereby, the possibility for a richer atmosphere is enhanced.

Site plan
The units were placed in an east-west orientation in order to create
a semi-public access to the individual units andvto best accommodate the

two cars per household required. This created two distinct means of



entrance to each of the houses - one for the 1nhab1tants arr1v1ng by car
and one for v1s1tors as pedestr1ans | |

The c1rcu1at1on, as organ1zed recogn1zed the 1dent1ty of each un1t'
by_small br1dgeways that extended from the e]evated wa]kway to the
individual entrances The wa]kway in itself united: each group of three
on ei ther side of the street. The»s1x houses were then un1ted by a
sem1-pub11c promendade wh1ch extended itse]f’through"the'rear of‘all the
~ houses Th1s promenade was access1b1e from the e]evated wa]kway wh1ch
' -extended 1tse1f through the narrow passages in between the separate
un1ts | The passage also.served as,a}shared.space>between ‘the units for_

119ht;"venti1ation'and justloverlooking»the area.

~ The un1ts | |

| Each un1t was des1gned to concentrate areas of c1rcu1at1on and
‘serv1ce‘to»max1m1ze'ava11ab1e’f}oor area. The two cars for«each.un1t
Were_parked directTy underneath;}fAn individua]‘garden court/Tight well
‘was provided within'each‘houSe;'accessible’from“both the 1iving and
dining areas. The garden courts were also overlooked by the promenade
with the 1ntent1on of prov1d1ng for casua] soc1a1 encounter among the‘v
re51dents The s]eep1ng areas cou]d be used as e1ther one 1arge space
or-two sma]]er ones.. Each unit had a roof terrace with stepped garden
or sun deck for pr1vate or group gather1ngs The-houseS'Were an organi-
zat1on of constants wh1ch penn1tted a: number of feas1b1e variables to -

exist.



FIGURE 1. EXPANDED SITE PLAN




FIGURE 2.

EXPANDED SITE PLAN




COMPETITION SITE PLAN

FIGURE 3.
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FIGURE 5. SECTIONS
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FIGURE 6. SECTIONS
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HEURE 7.

FLOOR PLANS
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FIGURE 8. PERSPECTIVES
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FIGURE 9. PERSPECTIVES
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PROJECT STATEMENT

house as a point of reference in the Tandscape

house as a place.

allusion to the past

enbodiment of the present.

the architéctura] screen,

an active element,

substantial in 1ts.presence;
dualistic in its purpose.
tofobscure what is beyond yet,
give clues of its existence;
it unites and separates. |
- to act as translator between
the natural elements of: sun
wind, water, and view

to the house within.

the embryo,

'being nourished and protected

by its surrounding enclosure.
within, the owner's possessions,
symbols of his cultural richness.

‘a house worthy of its existence..

16



THE VILLA PROJECT

Program and‘sjte |

The theme.for this'project was a viTia for Karl Friedrichfsehinkel,
a nineteenth centUry*Germandarchitect. Thfsnneoclassical;architect“s‘
work pdssessed Charact&riStics of what was later termed modern archi-
tecture; in view of this, the villa was to make some refenence to the
ideas of ‘classical’ or 'mddenn' in any way the deéigner chdse

The program requ1rements of severa] ‘bedrooms., 11v1ng and d1n1ng ‘
areas and severa1 baths, was augmented by the need for a gallery,
11brary, winter garden and servants quarters An 1ndoor or outdoon
poo], a three car garage and garden bu11d1ng was a1so 1nc]uded

The s1te was def1ned as a f1at area of Tand one hundred meters
: square It was 1ocated in an area of trans1t1on between c1ty and countrya
- with a road bordering one of its edges On the s1te was wooded area; |
a stream; and a small hill. The designer was to also 1nc1ude an orchard
and walled gardenvin the des1gn. The organ1zat1onvof these elements was o
up td fhe individua1'as was the site orientation. kBecause‘of the uncer-
- tain future of the'surnounding land area, a‘penimeter wa11 was to be .

built around the entire site.

Proposal
The site was seen as a set of parts in need of an organization. The:
house became the initial organizer as wdu]d'occqr7when'p]acing the ffrst
mark.on.a blank sheet of paper. From that point_on, the'partsvthemf
selves, by5their very nature, estab]iéhed}a-dia1ogue tnrodgh}which the.

house, as a.vi]la,.cnystallized;

17
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Site plan |

The hoﬁse was Tocated on the north éentral'portion_of the site.
‘It established a formal relationship and a distinct focal point both,v
on the actual site and in the overall landscape. The woodland bordéring
the northern perimeter was botﬁ, a'visuaT.screen from the road and, as
a barrier from winter wind. Entry was a1ong the easternvperimeter where
the small hill acted as a gradually dissolving visual barrier.. Compli-
- menting this was é rhythmic row of trees standing in oppdsition to the
hard line of the perimeter wall. Both, defined the vehicu]ér entry into
the site. Sequentia]]y; access was through the walled garden onto an
open terracé leading to the house.‘ The house, itself, was surrounded
by stepped garden levels and walkways. A poolvof water was eventually
led to the stream which ran along the western périmeter adjacentvto the

orchard.

House

The enclosure was articulated in response to the different{condiQ
tions which existed on each of the four sides of the house. Its organi-
zation was a result of establishing a distinction between the typical
requirements and, those that‘characterized the particd]ar owner.  The
major portion of the house was located in the outer enclosure, with the
exception of the,1ibrary‘and gallery which wefe 1ocated in the central
pavilion. The two buildings, by their contrasting images, emphasized

each one's essential qualities.



FIGURE 11. COMPETITION BOARDS

19



FIGURE 12. SITE PLAN
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SOUTHEAST
FIGURE 16. AXONOMETRICS INTERIOR

NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 17. PERSPECTIVE SKETCH




CONCLUSION

Eventually, the student of afchitecture realiies the competition,
in itself, is not as important as what b1easUre and development he orv
~ she haslacqqired from it.

In that case, in competitioﬁ, there are no Tlosers. . . .

there are only those who did not compete.
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THO COMPETITIONS
by

Fernando Antonio Munil]é

(ABSTRACT)

Architectura1,Compétitions"offek opportuhitiésvtd‘théAparticipants
which are both, 1ndivjdua] and co]]ecti?e in nature.. For the individual,
it is an exercise in,fhe ability to cry$ta111ze ideas‘and communi cate.
them cTeaf]y'- often eXCTusiyé1y through graphic means. Compétftiohs
. are also a means of further devé]opﬁng one's pre-existing ideas, as

well as, investigating new ones'. Co]]ective]y,‘ihey providevthe oppor-
| tunity of seeing>thé wo}k and thoughts of otheré'on}a Teve] which is,
othenwiée, rare1y bossib1e. It offers the combined aspects of: con-
éentrated effort; demand of various architectural too1s;»d1versity of
thought and its eéua]Ty diverse 1nterpretétion on a single therme.

The work herein represents submi tted eﬁtries to compet1tions through

- which these general observations were made.
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