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HOUSE FURNISHINGS PLAN OF WURK--1960
Ruth Jamison & Katherine Hatel, Special.iste

ANALYSIS OF PROJECT SITUATION

There are 150,997 farms operated by 2¢,5% non-white and 122,399
white operators. There 416,341 rural farm and non-farm housebolds in
irginia. In addition there are home demonstration agents working in
#ix wban counties or cities of Vi ginla.

The house furnishings specialiste are interssted in assisting as
many of these families as possible through thelr county programs in

creating livable and essy to care for homes.

™he sedium income for farm and non-farm families 11‘2,172. ascord

ing to the last reports gotten. There are sany whan families that
are sager to get assistance in improving their homes while they have
higher incomes.

Farm fasil'es, vho are caught between lower income and higher taxes,
inoreased produvction, and higher cost of living wre trying to olbtain
knowledge that will help them make the most of the furnishings they
have on hand,

More Virginia vosen abova 40 yeans of age are taking lobs outside

the hose. These vomen are leaving ‘he hose demonstiraiiom clube




Fazily patterns are changings
There are 235 more pre-school children;
456 more people 75 years of age;
33% more people 64~74 than in 1940.
iighty percent of the families in Virginia bave television. FBoth
young and older pecple are in this grouwp.
About 8 out of 10 people still have imdegate light for safe seeing
even after intensive efforts on the part of the ixtension Servios, Power

Suppliers and other educators.

MAJOA PROBLAMS IN HOUSE FURNISHINGS
The ma)o- problems sccording to the studies sade Ly the oclul and

sounty planning comaittees with requests fo specialists help in home

furnishings are, 1. Planning Home M raishings

2. Selection of Forniture and Furnishings
3. Arrangement of Furniture, Ascesso: o9, and Flowers
4. Construetion of FPurniture
5. lenovation of Purniture and Furnishings
PLANNING HUME FURNISHINGS
Proolems
1. Many families still Jaak an understanding of the tasic principles

involved in creating an attractive and comfortatle home.




2. It is bard to dispel the tendency towmrd impulse and Largain
buying tefore definite plans are made, resulting in lack of
family satisfaction in their home furnishings purchases.

Y lectives

1. To oause families to think through their prolless, weigh what
they have that oan Le used, what needs to Le recovered or re-
stored and vhat additional furnishings purchases are needed
to make the family comfortable.

The 4 trations ch by elul members on which they wish

specidlists' assistance are:

Demonstration Gounties People to Projection Jroups o-
2o reached  Home ¢, Committes

olor and Desigm

Developing Home
Furnishings Plans

Window Treatment

Making the Most of What
Tou Have

Assistance o Azents sod lesdera
fo train agests and/or leaders for assisting clubs and members of
individual ocounties, the specialists will use one or more of the

following methods:

1. leathod descnsiration to leaders, illustrating pelnts to Le
stressed, vhat illustrative materials to use, vhere they mi ht
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@ oltained and how to get lest results from the club mem ers

and others in tetter planning of house furnishings.

2. Jourg with ajents and/or leaders to decorating centers £

obtaining house furnishings ideas and for detercining trends,
3. Morkahoos with agents and/or leaders assisting thes in preparing
their illustrative materials for descnstrating to their own clubs.
This type of work is diffioult Lo measure. Only one question “Celor
Planning” 1s lleted in FiS 21. It is the most diffic 1t phase of house
furnishings for the women o gain confidence wiehin their own abdlity.
SCLECTION OF HOUSE FURNISHINGS
Due to higher wages for non-farm fasilies and lower income for fars
fanilies there are conflicting probldss in this phase of work, Une growp
is eager fo: help in buying up-scaled furnit re, draperies, rugs and
accessories, while the farnm group is interested in the best values for
their money in buying replacements.
ogtless
1. Consumers are confused by the ever changing furnishings market
and the extravagant claims sade through natiomal advertising.
ey are over-whelsed by high-pressure saled-manship in some
local stores.
Consusers want to knov vhat styles, scale and finishes best fit
their way of life and how to make the Lest use of their home
furnishings dollars.

Jo Sarly married couples are buying on credit. They seldon know what
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The house furnishings specialists will try to train agents and leaders

and thro gh them their respective families to:

1.

Enow vhat furnishings and styles the families need or want.
Measure the space dn the decided purchases and accessories will
move sasily fit space requir-ements.

Do comparative shopping in loeal stores on the first shopping trip,
to determine what design, quality or price will best serve the
fanily. ‘Take home brochures to ses wvhether the desired home
furnishings artioal will conbine well with the other f ralshings
of the home. Check constrvetion, read lavels and ask seleesan for
additional inforsation when it is needed.

Use home furnishings catalogues to study what the cons mer gets in
the way of constr otion, material and finishes in lowymedi m and
custom furnit.re,

Demonstrations and People Neached

Jenonstation Counties People to ‘e Projection and

408 00ad

Furniture 3election il
Picture Selection 14
ying Linens & Peddiag 5

¥

m
¥

Pa rics for Slip Covers,

Upholstery and Draperiss 3 600
Floor Coverings i Sh4s
Accessories, How to Use Them 16 2529
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Agalatance 0 Azents
Train individual agents at the Southern Furniture Marke\. in

May so that they can develop an understanding of the furniture
and furnishings situation and a fealing of confidence in work-
ing with local fanilies and local dealers.

a. In preparetion for the workshop send check sheets to

agents %0 ‘e used in helping then to detersine the

furnishing needs of thelr respecti ¢ families.

Ask them %o vigit local furmiture dealers to fin

vhat types of furnishings are available to therr

fanilies and do some local comparative shopping to

oeo vhat gyoes with low, medium and custom furaniture,
2. Plan for Agente Workshop

lst. Session - Discuss purposes of the workshep. Show
slides or movies to illustrate construction
of case and wpholetered furniture-low, medium
and custom,

jession - lour of selected furaniture displays where
agents will shop for definite pleces of
furaiture, looking for durabllity, style to
suit the families needs. dach group will
explain what they bave found and Wty the
choice was made.

Discuss and demonstrate hard and soft floor
coverings and how to care for them, include
floor coverings as & key to color plannin;,

Diseussion of house furnishings trends,
shoppin: for accessories in selscted accessory
iisplay booths .

o




Follow-up of this trainin. to sncourage agents to:
&, Include phases of selection of furnishings and their use

in the sounty programs the following year.
b. Secure dealer cooperation among county psople.
1. To «now and use the results of the County home
furnishings survey.

2. To stock furnishings that more nearly seet the needs of
tha people.

Io influence good taste in furnishings through better
vindow displays, showing families how durable furnishings
can be coordinated.

To uee newspaper, radio and IV with advertisesents that
are inforzative to their custosers.

Lssigwance o leaders
a. The specialist vill tra!n leaders in sethod demonstrations veing:

1. Mamufacturers furnitu-e and sccessories Lrochures to deteraine
wvhat style, size and shape wall Lest serve individual needs.

Slides %0 show how %o blend styles and woods.

Aotual ob ects to show comstruction of chairs or sofas, and
case joods.

Tours to furniture and accessory stores will be sade to let thea
have experience in compapative shopping sod in checking low, sediun

and custon furnit.re for style, scale and construction features.

Many tises vhen the leader and dealers becoss Letter acquainted, the

dealer will invite the leaders to bring their club smemberr om & similar tour.




CONSTRUCTION OF HOUSL FURNISHINGS

Both farm and noo~farm families need to stretch the house furnishinge
dollar by making better vse of the f ranishings on hand.

It is diffici 1t to find some one in the county to make slip covers
and draperies. Bruided or hooked rugs oan often 'e made from old clothing.
e use of family labor seems to be the best selution.
blsctives

To assist Mmilies
1. In better plansning and selection ability so that durable,
suitable fabtrics will Le sesoured for curtaine, draperies
and slip covers.
In choosing and using better designs and mterials on

hooked and baided rugs, made in siszes suitable to in-
dividval needs of the homes.

Tenons Lration ToEber Ferters N aoer
sounties Projected Groups

Slip Cover Maling 1 3%
aking Draperies 13 3257
braided Ruge 1l

looked Rugs 3 100¢

Asaigtange to Agents
All day training will be for agents and/or leaders in the above
protless; where needed. In some counties the agents were traived

at agent workshops last year to be ready for solving this year's problems.

Where counties already have sikilled worke:rs in rug saking they will

Le asked to assist new agents with the btraided and hooked rug prograss,
‘ug making for interested women through a series of special interest

meetings will be led by the skilled worker or homs agent.




ARRANGEMENT OF FUANITURE AND FUANISHINGS
Lrollens

Pamilies are still confronted with the problem of making the
est use of furnishings on hand.

Thay neod to study the uvese of individual rooms and furnishings:
how furnishings oan ‘e gro.ped for fanily comfort, how ta balance
heavy furniture, keep path of travel open and eliminate useless
artioles.

YL eqtives
1. To sause families to understand their furnishings needs,
and to select and use furniture, lasps and accessories to
satisfy those needs.
2. To use only those furnishings that are actually needed for

#e or decoration,

Tosrer Pro e~tion
Jemonstration CoLauties Jroupe

Furniture Arrangement 13 8
Flower Arrangesent 1

Ordad Tlowers 7 2
Chooing and Arranging

Plants for the liome 4

Aasistance to Acents

The speciailsts will train agents and/or leaders in one of the
following ways:




Showing and discussin; slides of well ‘alanced and coordinated
roupin.s of furnit re and accessories.
Leader participa ion in ae.vally arranging fyraliure and
accesgories in a hore L0 ma e individual rooms. appear more
useful, larger and more comfortatle.
mrden Clut wosen will ‘e used for trainin, leaders i Le arran e
ot and se of flowers and plants vherever possiile. Specialiste
will train a ents or leaders wvhere a Jarden Club women can not help.
(ENOVATION OF FUANI
2rotless
Leca se of less incore, hi her cost of produvetion and the increased
ost of furnd e, rany fars facsilies are puttin off uyin new furniture.
1d furniture needs rest lin , repair, a new finish or a nev cover as in
pholstered furniture.

Y. _egtives

The specialists plan to aseist fasiddesiin:

1. ecomizing rood sinple lines in fursdt e as & seans of rerodelir
ef inishin ood pleces of whish the fardily fsn't proud.
2. Restoring and putling te new ses accessories tiat will nelp
0 decoate the hore.
J. ixtending the hone f ranlsiings dollar 'y reuvplelsterin

sofas vith fasdly lalor




Demonstrations

Remodeling, Repairing end
Refinishing Purniture

Upholstery Repair
Restoring Accessories
Renewing Plcture Frames

Répeiring Venetien Blinds

Assistence to Ageats
The specialists will:

Train some agents in vorkshops vhere they will learn and in
turn hold special interest wvorkshops.

Hold some county leader training and special lnterest workshops.

(4 days for Upholstery and repair, one day treining for all others.)

LIGHT FUR BETTER LIVING PROGRAM

The "Light For Better Liviag" sctivity hes been carried on for three
years. It is now starting 44th the fourth year.
Problems

he biggest problem has been and continues to be thet the fixtures,
lampe and bulbs recommended by research are more exyensive than most fenilies
have been sccustomed to buydng.

Dealers are reluctant to stock che recomsended items since meny fenilies

are setisfied with the kind of fixtures, lanps snd bulbs they started with.
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EXTENT OF LIGHT FOR BETTER LIVING ACTIVITY

Sixteen counties, 10 vhite and 6 negro, plan to have some type of
educational program on lighting in adult clube.

8ix counties plan open house demcnstrations.

Tventy-two counties will have dealers thet have stocked lamps and
bulbs and contimuwe: to include good lemps in other phases of house
furnishings.

Tventy-six counties plan to publicize the need for the right light
in the right pleace in local papers.

Ten ocounties plan to have store exhibits of lighting equipment
during emphasis week.

Nine counties plan to heve county-wide meetings on lighting.

Assistanoe to jgeqts

The home furnishings specislists, Electric Engineering specialists,
and Power Supplier Home Economies will assist county personnel with
subject matter information, lesder traiaing, open bouse demonstretions
end articles of publicity.
MATERIALS FOR COUNTY PROGRAMS

Bulletins recently prepared or bought or to be prepared to be used
in this year's progran are-

Color and Design in House Furnishings

8§11p Covers

Selection of Lamps
Remodeling Purnf+i,e




Period Purniture
Renovation of Venstian Blinds

Kits for loan purposes are-

Rug Selection

Pobric Selection

Color and Design in House Purnishings
Making Curtains snd Draperies

Slides for loan to agents and/or lesders are-

Ideas for Your Room (4-H)

Storage and Siaple Improveménts (4-H)
Planning the 4-H Girls Room (Film)
Selection and Arrengement of Furniture
Window Styles

Accessories and how to use them.

COOPERATING AGENCIES IN THE HOUSE FURNISHINGS PROGRAM

All Power Suppliers of the State
Thihimers and Miller & Rhosds - Richmond
Willis Vayside - Norfolk

Southern Purniture Market - High Point
Local Purniture Dealers

Local Lamp Dealers

Other decorating shops

Garden Clubs

COOPERATING EXTENSION DEPARTMENTS

Housing - H.E.

Agricultural Electrical Engineering
Poultry

Dairy

Para Bullding

Clothimg

4-H Club Deprrtment




Eroblems

4~H Home Improvement Projects are more 4ifficult snd not ae
personal as ere some of the other Home Eocnomios projects.

Boys who should be such more iavolved in this phase of the vork,
hesitate to earcll.

There are a number of related projects sueh ss howkesping, ysrd
beautification and the slectric project which tend to cut doun the total

4-H home improvement enrollimeat.

4~H projects sre not planned at the same time the adult programs

are planned end fever requests are made for specialists arsistence.
Chlegtives

To interest more boys and girls in taking one o the three home
improvement projects.

To inerease interest among parents by sending them s letter explain-
ing the project snd suggestions on how they may help.

To help boys and girls see the value of learning beasie principles
that will serve in helping to improvelthe family home snd alsc help them
in setting up homes of their own.

To train more junior and adult lesders to sssist with 4-H Home
Inprovemsnt jrojects.
4~H HOME IMPRCVEMENT PROJECTS

4~H members will selsct one of the following projects:
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"YOUR ROOM™ for younger members dealing with the oare of » room,
simple lmprovements in storage, the selecticn or renovation of
scoessories, the right light for the various sotivities of the
room, furaiture arrangement, better use of flowers and plants.
Reguirements - Meke three Improvements.
"YOUR FURNISHINGS® for older menbersdealing with basie principles
involved in furnishings, the use of color to cure architectural defects
or to bighten up & room, the cholce of suitable designe in fabrics
and wall paper (if used) how to make a definite oversll house furnish-
ings plan to include sll beckgrounds, vindow trestasats, sto. how to
make the best use of furniture on hand through s remodeling or re-
finishing project and furniture selection. All of this will be keyed
to one room preferably the members own.
Beguirements - Make three improvements.
“YOUR HOME" for sdvanced members vho have completed one room and are
ready to apply thelir knowledge to other rooms of the house.

These members are ready to do some of the more difficult jobs such

ss refinishing floors , furniture, helping to build closets, making

cafe curtains or draperies, sli, covering or repeiring upholstered

furaiture.
Beguirements - Make three improvements during the yeer.
The projects are flexible to meet the various needs of the members.

The axtent of the progran has not been determined yet.
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Asslgtenge to Agents
The specislists would like to devote more time to trelning in the

4~H home improvement projecte, especially in the latter two vhich should
be more challenging.
1. Tvo classes of two sessions sach will probably be held ot the
4~H Short Course. Theyulll be givea to older boys and girls to
develop Junior leadershipy in home furnishings.
Dencnstrations in home furnishings will continue to be & part
of the (-H Short Course. They are atteanded by Jualor and Adult
leaders. This type of treining beck home is lavelusble in helping
older members to belpy the younger members.

Members of all the 4-H prajects should be exposed to the principles

of making = comfortsble home, to the demonstration on developing en

overall plan for the room, furniture and scosssories arrengement including
the best salection snd use of lanps for the various setivities of the room.
TOUNG HOMEMAK:ZRS
Exoblsn

The young married couples and prospective brides are one of the biggest
problems. They need » good furnishings series of prograns before they buy
furniture and other furnishings.




Cblegtives
To start this type of program in each district by offering to sssist
each district agent with sn agent training meeting or s series of meetings.
Vestern Ceatrsl Virginia will start s series of meetings next year for
married couples in Blecksburg. Demonstrations to be used are:

1. ;Besuty in the Home - principles of decorsting

2. PNaming - devaloping sn overall plan of furnishings the Tsanlly wents,

determining vhet they will purchase the first year, second year, ete,.
Whet Goes with Vhet in Purniture Selection
How to make the Most of Vhet you Have including methods of remodeling,
repairing, refinishing, ete,. discards from femilied hoves.
Accossories snd how to use them, including simple arrengements of
leaves, flowers, and the use of plants.
Comparstive shopping tour in the stores where groups will selsot
furniture they have planned to use in & room. Eech group will thea
explain vhy the individusl pleces were chosen by its group.
It is anticipeted that esch of four distriots will try this project
for young homemakers and prospective brides ia 1960.
OVERALL RESULTS EXPECTED AND METHODS FOR MEASURING
To reach 10,000 families with better overall plasmaing of furnishings
wvented and needed.

To reach 15,000 with information on selection of furniture and sccessories.
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To resch 2,000 fanilies with informstion on construetion of slip

covers, draperies, rugs, furaiture, ete.

To resch 9,000 families with informstion on furniture arrsngeing

and use of accessoriss.

To reach 25,000 families with informetion on selection and use of

better slectric lampe and bulbe.

To reach 10,000 families with information on renovation of furaiture

and sccessore.

To reach 6,000 4-H elub boys and girls with room laprovement.
EVALUATION METHODS

Cheok sheets will be used when training in color plamning, selection
of furniture, scoessories and how to use them to halp specialista deter-
nine hov much and vhat the leaders have learned from the demonstrations.

A check sheet will be used with 4-H Junior leaders at the (-H Short

Course to help specialists to know how much she is getting seross.

Scores will be developed for scoring rooms and for Judging werk in-
volving skille, with such problems as flover arrsagements, making rugs,
slip covers, cushions, and bedsjreads ste. Before and after Judging will
belp to make vomen and girls more conscious of good design, meterials, and
wvorkmanship. They work a little barder when they have sn opportunity to
Judge their own work with that of others.
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EVALUATING RESULTS

Under our present system of getting records it is mueh harder to
find st results. Agents reports will be studied for results in home
furnishings. Those that tell & good story will be filed under annual
report for later study. FES 21 under house furnishings end 4-H club
wvork will help us to learn what has besn done.
Erglegted Frogran Needs

One of the grestest needs is to plan & home furaishings setion progran
for each county recognizing major home furnishings problems. A ocsmpeign
to resch more pecple than the club members sinilar to the ones that vere
used sbout twenty-five years ago would not be bed.

For several years, iThe Light For Better Livimg " setivity has been
used. This ren well reechiag into nearly all the counties during the first
two years. This year the home phase of it dwindled in interest.

The farn and outdoor lighting phase should now be stressed with less

tnphasis on indoer lighting. In eddition, house furnishings demcanstretions

should be tied to some sctivity such es Living room, bedroom halls, dinfing
roem improvement. Then each demonstration could be keyed to the county-wide
sotivity. Uefore the room's completion better lighting equipment would
also be included. Club members, home esconomics committees fara and home
dovelopment families could be sarolled and be asked to check on a list pre-
vided for that purpose, listing whet they went to get done in the sotivity

during the year.




More home visits should be mede by the agents to assist the fenilies
ia Baning and learning hov to carry out their plans,

These pecple should be sncouraged to attend vorkshops held in the

county to learn how to repair, refinigh, reugholster and slip cover

furniture or vork on any problem scheduled scocording to their needs,
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