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Home and Community Improvement program concepts, with our modern day complexities,
should and must extend far beyond the individual yard boundaries -- or the confines
of a typical community area. Various encroachments, urban expansion, highway
construction, industrial relocation and expansion, environmental pollution factors,
and many other conditions necessitate the individual and group involvement in a
multitude of concerns not heretofore experienced by the American citizenry.

The new-found emphasis on Ecology and the Environment has helped to create a nation-
wide AWARENESS . . . . but of WHAT? The awesome concerns such as air pollurion, water
pollution, and others are about as easy for the average person to comprehend as the
federal budget!

Logically, if environmental program efforts are to have a lasting significance, the
public must be involved extensively in recognizing and solving tangible community
problems. Hopefully, while the public is adjusting to the local problem-solving
challenges, a better team approach is being established by researchers, educators,
governmental representatives, industry and others for the sound programming essential
for meeting the modern-day needs.

Sound programs designed to solve our environmental problems and bring about a better
fulfillment of our needs must be based on facts, good judgment, and program continuity.
Some enemies or handicaps to needed programs are: complacency, political ambitions,
program identity fears, inadequate involvement of people, irrationalism, and the need
for program direction. A strong Public Opinion based on facts and good communicative
methods is an essential ingredient for helping to solve our modern-day environmental

problems.

The areas of basic concern for dealing with the problems of "Visual Pollution" are:
RESIDENTTAL AREAS
The Community of Homes

- Planned for maximum use of existing conditions (natural features of
topography - terrain, vegetation, soil, streams, natural drainage, etc.)

- Protection - from undesirable encroachments (commercial and industrial,
noise, traffic problems, etc.)

- Harmony - style of structures, use of sites, attitude of residents

- Adequate facilities - streets and parking, lights, street identification,
playgrounds or park areas, etc.

- Community pride - maintenance of approach and adjacent areas, individual
homes, removal of ugliness

- Others



The Home Unit

Planned site selection and use

Imaginative landscape planning

Remove ugliness - clean-up, repair and paint, rejuvenate or replace
worthless plants, lawn rejuvenation (including grade and drainage)
Improve use areas - drives, parking, walks

Better general maintenance

Others

Suggested Activities

Study and initiate regulatory upgrading and improvements

Home landscape improvement sessions (planning, landscape materials,
maintenance)

Educational tours

Youth involvement activities

Observance of special holidays or occasions such as Christmas holiday
decorations

Develop an area playground or park or community vegetable garden area
Programs to improve house and street markings

Others

PUBLIC AREAS: (Public buildings, grounds, highways, parks, etc.)

Remove Ugliness
(Same basic concerns as listed under Community & Home Grounds.)

Suggested Activities

Better landscape development through:

i

Budget allowances

Better planning

Better direction of maintenance

Planning for serving the majority of people, locally

Multiple use of areas (school grounds & park development, etc.)
Harmony of design for the area

Necessary tools for orderly development (zoning & ordinance)
Others as determined locally

HISTORIC SITES:

Assemble information on local areas of historic significance

(Buildings, cemeteries, monuments, plants, activities, etc.)

Help prevent destructive fires, etc.
Clean-up around established areas
Protect significant areas

Explore the restoration potentials
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Assemble photographs, legends, relics, etc.
Involve youth in programming

Establish a local museum

Others as determined locally

NATURAL BEAUTY:

Preserve & protect

Help prevent destructive fires and other damages

Utilize in construction processes (residential, public, commercial)
Restore or supplement

Others as applicable

INDUSTRIAL & COMMERCIAL

Local selectivity (type and location fitted to the Community)
Better selection and planned use of the site

Quality maintenance of surroundings

Contamination and pollution concerns

Recognition of noteworthy programs or activities

Others

CITIZENS INVOLVEMENT :

Be informed ~ (state and local concerns, public hearings and/or issues)

Place facts over emotional extremes

Take some responsibility

Initiate or cooperate on worthwhile community efforts

Organize a local council for continuing programs for community protection
and betterment.,

Conclusion: This outline is only an introduction to some of the steps that can be
instrumental in helping to create a better Community Environment. Guiding assistance

can be secured at the local Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University Cooperative
Extension Division office.
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