il.

Minor rojects

K

fare Farket

1s wvae the fourth year for the operaticn of the farvers'
mrket here in Marion, we Lo the seasos «od & comidnation
of other things, the volume of produce offersd for sale
feil off sharply. It is plenced that defluite farsers will
be signed up to produce products for this merket in 1960,

womunity Viub *ork

‘hare is cue organized cossmunity club in our county, ‘hey
were relgted vith their progress and plarning,

he ‘leh Yelley Falr Associati o wes sssisted vith 1t's
Junior livestock show,
o

‘he agent and both sssistent sgents conducted » totel of
five to six progress monthly over loesl stati'm,

ne schocl for all professionsl workers was organised se
s moacs to improve ocur redio programs,

Llanisenre

wr specislists from V'l were ured thres da.s %0 assist
with the landseape plonniag for two schools, courthouse,
an? two homes,

Farver-iusinesarsn Meeting

suppor meeting ‘o which twenty business nen of Mar'on
wore iavited as puests of six foare clubs send ten farmers
wng oergenined end sprropriste program wes presented,
wome twenty farrars were slso present,

# director snd member of sxsoutl s conmittee of the
dMatriot 4-H Conter, 1 h ve spent seversl days sssisting
with the development of this project nov under constyuction,




with marketing lasbe snd woel throwh the eocunty pools; explaini g

cost of production sn! net returns per acre for warious crops to s

farm group) sesist ng vith getting two commercial beef herds pere
forsance tested through the Virglals 5.C.1.A. program; uivising one
fardly on revodeling » house sn’ fars rosd improvesent; urgin rar-
tielpetion in sgronomy, forestry, sn? soil conservation practices
available under the A.0.C., 5.0C.5, snt forestry prograne; and sseist-
ing vith a special pesture fertilizstion desonotration by sirplane oo
steep slopes of t o fars, Tre Yadkin Valley Crop “usters, lncerperated
spplied the fertiliser at a ecot of 43,79 per scre nct Ineluding fertile
fiser cost, and mchiewved good coverape, “hin vas done in cooperstion
with the 1.5.C. program viich ghare! in the cost of the prectics.

Othor activitéos reced wing attention vere probless conceruing
sllos, sutting or gresiog lote slfalfs, hervesting verious erops,
paving baru lot areas, greiing tobscco, feeding & group of hoge oo
vhey from a cheese plont, ralsing deiry heifer replacencats for Greig A
dairymen oo contrect basls, snd selecting and buyin; goo! purebred bulls
snd replacessut heifers for beef hemds,

fare and Vome “evelopsent farms in Soyth “ounty can be claseifie’ as
followst

(A) Zdsa

Acres. ivaber of Tarua
Legse than % 7
0 - 100
101 - 1%
151 = 200

Beef & Upade © delry
rode C Ymiry

Crude A “miry

ettle ani sheep
Foultry & Cpade © “aliry
soof ani vegetable

joof eattle ol orchapd

‘lea Tarsiog
lart-ti e
ulletie




Farw and Hove “avelopwent

Fifteen sdditional fare fandlies were included in the
fam and Yome Yevelopment .ork during 1999, bri glug the total
to date to elghty<five farm fanilies that have besn assisted
through this phase of the ‘“xtensin Frogram, our fasilies
becone inactive during 1955 due to ol reunstences of poor health
sed ingufficlent lncome from farming, leaving elghty-one families
still sctive to pome dagree, Nowever tieir pertlcipation wvaries
scoording to thelr arbition, interests, awmilable cepital, and
wanagerial a'dlity,

‘s in the past, vhen families requested sssistance on fopm
planaing or ssnagenent problens, they wers gives this assists ce,
and then given an opportunity to participete in the "ar snd love
Vevelopment progran, "he type of service svallable to them
through this progran was explained and, if they wore lnterested,
they were lncluded in this project, "he first steps taken with
a nev fendly inelude, 1, making fare map; 2,8aking inventory of
vhat they had to vork vith; 3, determining goals and lutercste;
4« theu assisting with vorking out fars snd home plaus to meet
thess goals. Tollowsup visits are then made to sssist with
carrying out these plans and to make chatiges or adjustnents, se
needed, to meet current situat! ns,

Yuring 1959, wajor enphasis hos been given to the felloving
activitiont ‘avising farm plans to bring them up 10 dete) Mumishe
fag fare wildl g plons, and Information concerning the use of new
types of bulldinis snd equipnent; making sdjustaents in 1ivestoek
enterprises; providing farm recor! books and assisting vith farm
sceounting problens; providing farm maps sn! coples of farm plans;
providing informetion and assistance vilh such things as osstrating
lanbe and celves, using plastiec covers on siloe and tobsceo beds,
seellig sul fertilising alfalfa snd other erops, and eontrollicg
lugeot and dipesse problems; assisting wvith soll sempling sod lime
aod fertiliser recommendsaticns; securing house buildl g plans for
one family; helping with writing up & fare lesse agresment) assist-
ing with long-renge rlans for streeslining Cemde 4 dairy systems
on two farms in cooperati'n vith agronomy, deiry, sgr!eultursl
sngineering, and agricultursl econcelce specialiste; providing
timely information on ldectificati o sud contrel of the alfslfs
veovil whieh hit ‘nyth “ounty this yeary sssisting vith meeting for
Grede © wilk producers to descnstrate labor saving squipsent; sdvie=
ing on protlens of lawn eare, gradi g sad reseeding; ssslsting farmers




Hampshires, “ith only five market hogs in the show, twe
irsts, one second, one third, one geventh- with gread and
reserve ohempions, the 4(-H members conpiled enough pointe
to vin angther purebred pig chaln of five glits snd one
bour that was given by & meat packing company.

4=l livestock team wna cosched and won first place in the
trict contest, Ihis team went Lo the state competitim
vhore thay placed elghth with the aighth high iadividusl
in total scors, The dlstriet comtest was organised in the
gounty sod sssistence wvas givea %o the sontest,

tractor maintenance boy was eoached in trector driving
whore he placed third in the distriet and vou a trip to the
state competition,

w girl wou » blue ribbon on her meat animal records that
were gubritted %o the state-wide competitio ,

e sanual county ploanie was held at She nev L-H “enter vith
pore than Tifty wembtors, parents, leaders snd frisnde a'ltendiag.

A county-wide slectric program wae held ia conjunctica with »
locel power supplier vith sixty five menbers sttonding the alle
day even', door prise wes gives to & pareant or grendperent

of » club neller st the sanusl schiovenent day program with a
record crowd of X0 plus altending. A sponsor was secursd for
the laticnal i=l sagesine BovV lelng received by twenty local
lesders. & countyevide trector meinenance schocl was held, alee
a trector drivicg contest, The district All-Star recogniti o
progran wvas givet ageistence snd twe county sembers vere taken
inte the A1l Star chapter,

Tveo ddatrict cnwps were attended by sleven boys with the county
arett and coe assistant agent atiending one sach. OUne boy snd

on® girl sttended Lhe state 48 Elgctric Cougress held ia ™Mehn nd,
snd four btoys a' tended the state short course with one sss!stant
sgent atteniing both of thess, ‘wo girls sttended the TVA

‘esource “arp, »0d one girl sttended the conservatli a oamp,

In sddition to supervisica of livestoek and erop projects on
homs visits, a course was teught on farms and home electrieity,
form snd home safety, livestock ideatificeti-n, gn dening
fertiliser saslysis during the regular moanthly meetin, ‘ln
eucat! nal film and slides vers shown on several ocecessl ts.
o educat! nal tour was taken to » lristol slaughtor snd meat
packing plant; also one Lo & menufecturing milk plsat,




(ne far ar wvas ssslsted 1o planning menagerent of his tisber,

Farvers with timber to sell have been sncouraged 10 seoure the
¥irg'nls "orest ervice representat!ives to merk their trees.

Horticulture

“pecial spray celevlars wvere meiled to all commereisl fruit
Fgrowors,

‘onsideratle luformation on producti n and msnagement of small
frults was dietributed,

IXs 4eF Club “ork

As Coe of the main il sotivites for 1959 included the organi-
saticn snd launching of » fund relsing ceampaign to secure
this county's share of wouey required for the development
of our Southwest Virgiala 4= Center,

! county cosmittes conposed of three local lesders plus
sone fifteen community leaders have ralsed §5400 in the
last twal’e months, ‘bout four fifthe of this amcunt has
been donated by the rural families,

Vifforent sctivites perticipeted in by club members snd

1oaders sre as follows! Cne club put on » serap metal drive,
county-wide peticske supper was held, netting $:00,00,

fesistance was glven to the 4-F boys Lu ra'slng two neres

of cone that wag mede lnto wolasses ‘hich netted 12%,00,

Al the net incowe from these projects went toward the

sounty's goal of §12,147 fer the new plant,

There vore & total of 213 boys and olght girls sarelled in
livestock, crops, poultry, dairy, safety, olootﬂ-' esrdening
and trecter mslatensace projects in eight clubs, ‘hese club
mesbors realiszed & net income of $2215,57 vith a total of
¥85,00 1a prize money from their livestock projects alose,

One L boy showa! the gread champlon beby beef in the county
show where 300,00 Lo cash and prises were given to the Junier
sxhiditors, girl snd boy showed the grand snd reserve
shanpions at the distriet merket hog stov, ‘esigtance was
given in selecting thess plige from the 4-F pig chain of pureired




Foultry

A sumber of farwers vers fupnished Informet! © on fesding,
sdvantages snd dimn'venteges of certein streine of layers,
sid on oontrol of parasites, A fev plons on huses and
sutomatio equipment were distributed on request., "o have
caly a fev commercial poultyy farve,

nservatlion
“ater and Joil

Nost of the soll and wveter conserwation work has been os'ried
out in cooperat! n vith the “vergresn Soil Conserwation Yistriet,
he county sgent has served as secretary of this board of
supervigors vhich neets monthly, The annusl meeting held In
conneeti o vith a chicken tarbecus was organiszed, A forestry
fisld neeticg developed around the correct menagement of farw
woodlots was held in ccnneeticn with thelr anousl meetl g.

The nesently end organisatl n of meterisl for the district's
sanual rerort vas cerried out,

special oo serveticn meeting has been held in seven communities
wvith good asttendance.

One diter lag demonstration with use of dynemite wvas conducted,

Cne meeting on flghpond menagement with use of » state wildlife
representative war held with falr stiendence,

Three days have been devoted to work on the lstional “ell sod
Sater Survey relative to our coummty,

™e » musl snd sres meetings for ¢il ‘cnservati on Ygiriet
upervirors vere attended.

opentry

Two denongtrations to show the cerrect methods to use in famm
woodlot mnagemant vers secured snd sot up vith the assistance
of our sxtensicn forester snd TV forester,

One demonstratiocn of rruning “hristras trees was conducted,
Avpliesti ne vere bandled for tree seedli g»,

A district meeti ¢ for county forestr; conmittoss was » Lended
vith five presect from our counmty,




red oak wnd oth r speciss of trees were beglaning ‘o show up,
his wvas 1o contrast to the grased ares vhore only » few
seedlings vere able %o survive, As the timber in this woodlot
setures, 1t Vill be sarked for cutbing snd cnly those trees
that should come out will be resoved,

A tree 1dectificst]l o contest wos held ot this seeting
to stimulnte interest and faniliarise the group with the
varicus species of forest tress Lo this ares. 4 spraying
dencnstretion, to shov the tyve of spray, sad sethod of appli-
eat on recommended to kill undesirable trees 'od prevent sprout-
ing, vas eonducted by the ‘xtension sad T.V.), foresters, Dare
wvere about forty-tvo fars pecple present for this seeting -nd
thedy revarks and perticipation indlected such intersst in this
cct.gervation preetice. ~lso, » chicken berbecus lunch was served
the group, snd gronsore’ by the ‘vergresn loil “onserweti n
Vigtpict sn! the four benks ia Swyth Coumty,

In Jul , me demonstrator and his wife atteade’ the ‘slley-
wide lest Jemonstraticm fssociati n snnusl meet! g ot Muscle
“hoals, Alabersj and severnl families attended the “outhwest

Virginie ‘gricultural Acgpociati n meeting st Abingdon, In January,
the snnual neeti y of the county Unit “est Demcnstraticn Agseciation
was held in Mari o vith fifteen members present,

TVA fertiliser matarials used this year by the wnit test
‘aronstretors ere ~s followst

—ualyala -fowcda.
10=0=0 78100
0=30=%0 W00
Cemd=20) 35400
0=20-40 Sorated 69500

-18-18 foreted QMO0
Total 229,800




TeVors Uit ‘ost “svonsiration Frogrem

In January of this yesr, twenty tuo fare fasdlies were
participating 10 the T.V,A, un't test deconstret! on progran,
In February, » nev demctstmator was taken on the program to
replece one thet hed dropped out 1o 1998 by selling his farm,
he ter s of three oth r demonstretors expired in March and,
due o a out in T V.M, slloeating, no replscencats hav: besn
aided, This leaves & totel sorollasent st present of twenty
unit test devonstrati.ca farm fandilies, six of vhich are on »
“Long="ine" besls and fourteen are on for a five=year period,

“pecinl longe-tine deronstratl as were sturted this yesr
on two farma to dercastrate the walue of fenelig end managing
properly the farm weedlot, (ne demonstraticn was started this
fall conoernl g seeding alfalfe itk nd withoud nitrogen in
the fertilizer mixture, -ost accounting records om producing
e erop of corn, snd thelr usefulneoss, are belng dencnstrated
by snothor fandily, (me devcnstrator is eorpari sg wpright and
bunker silos in feeding Grade C dalry cows, while snoth.r
decongtrator 1s test ng the wvalue of Mine "ricsole spray
material in ecutrolll g Censdion thistle, Jeven dercastretors
sprayed alfslfs this spring with Yeptochlor to ecntrol slfalfs
wveevil vhich asppenred for first time in parts of the county,
“oxt year, sll of the descustrators plan o topdress thelr alfslfs
vith fertiliser ocoitainlng FMeptoshlor and will be asked to leave
s small check plot to ghow resuits, Two farmers descustrated the
wvalue of testing thelr besf heris in the BCIA program and snother
plans to do this next year,

In Detobar, a forestry meeting was held on the L, b, Price
farm cear Maricn, in coopereticn with the Sxtension and T.V.A,
foresters, the ‘irginis "orest Servies, snd the Lvergreen Joil
“onservaticn Vistrict to promote greater interest among farmers
in fenelng »nd managing the fare woodlot, r. frice ls one of
the it test devonstrators that agreed Lo set up this type of
descnstration, Fe hol fenced about seven seres of his woodlot,
leaving two sncres open to grasing by livestock sa s eomparison,
Two small aress ot will be opened up vhen undes!raile trees
are revoved, vill be planted to white sad loblolly pdns, AL the
time this meeting occoured, Livestook had been fenced out of the
woods since list spring snd auserous swell seedlings of poplar,




One farwer was given personal assistance vith the sstablishment
of & stend of two acres of catmnip, The seed were seeded in a
plsnt bed similsr to the maising of tobscco plents, then they
vere trunsplanted in rows in the field vhen they were four to
five inches tall, / good stand was secured iu this manner,

A numbor of farm vigdts relative to plent diseases and insect
damsge weres made as requasted,

A pasture fertiligation demoustraticm by use of airplane was
organised and carried out on four farms, Steep pastures that
could not be fertilised other than by hand were used, ‘bout
ainety~five seres vere fortilised in this manner, Very
satisfactory distribution of fertiliser was mede by rlane and
there are seversl thousand acres of pasture iu this county
that could be top dressed in this menner If the cost can be
held to & practical figure.

A ploughing democnstration was organised with four mechinery
dealers in this ccunty at vhich time they demcnstreted three
to four different models of Wactors sach, Jome 200 people

vere present for this demonstration,

A number of town and urben home owners were furnished infore
mati o on seeding nev lawns and on gontrol of ingects on shrubs,




The probtlem of selling feeder plgs hoas developed this fall
due to pressut hog prices, It 1s soticipeted that by 1960
some type of feeder pig sale cen be developed t0 provide an
outlet for our pig erop,

The importance of using & meat type boar has been stressed.
nunter of lLandraee ¢ nd Yorkshire bosrs vere purchased for
the puryose of crosging vith pative sovs,

y ronomy

ome four hundred FAFty soll samples wore sent to V.F.l. for
analysis. “ecommendati one for use of lime snd fertilizer based
on these analyscs vere writtem by us,

In order to stimulate more intersst in soll testing, sa experiment
we trisd 1o tuo communitics, Joil ® boxes and record sh «te
wo s left st & csntial country store. 'arvers of that comsunity
vere meiled a lotter axplaining velue of » soll test, hov to take
& o411 sample, and that they could get s sevple box at the central
locat on nsar them, ‘hey were Lo leave the semple at the store
and oi extengion representative would plck them up once & veek,

A good number took advantage of this service but not as many ss
vas expected,

The invasion of the alfalfa weevil in sufficlent nusbers to require
sontrol methods was disecovered in two communitiss, 'armers In
those eormunities were alerted to the danger wnd furnished luforme.
ticn on the oontrol of weevil, Fare visits 10 show the grovers
vhat to look for snd detailed laformetion om control wmessures
furnished at the oritical time saved meny seres of alfelfa, ‘he
grovars wers no' swvare of the degree of damage until our fars visits
sequainted ‘hem vith the seric.sness of the probles,

“rot inspections throughout the rest of the county were conducted
80 85 to kesp abreast of the situation, Although the veevil wee
found in all nelghborhoods, only two communities had Lo take setlin,
It 18 expected thet all alfslfa grovers will have the problem
sorious enough la 190 te require use of control weasures, snd plans
are be og formulated %o alart everyone %o this dsager.

Al methods of communiontion were used L0 keep farwers sdvised of
latest variety recommendsticas,




n out of county tour was organised for interested grade A
producers Lo see the herringbone type of milking parler,
o car loads took part in this tour.

‘wo grade | producers wire sssisted in meking detelled long-
tine expension plens. Cur sgricultursl engineer, Jairy snd
agronomy specialists vere used,

tvilight field meotiig for our Urade © mdlk producers wes
held for the purpose of show!ng sdvantages of Vetype nilking
parlors, cow-to-can milking mechines, and bunker silos, This
progran was in cooperation with a loeal plant that handles
manufacturing milk,

Also, in cooperaticn with the field wen of this compnay,
orders were worked up for high bred young dairy heifers to
be brought in snd placed wvith grede © milk producers. Jome
26 heifers were placed under this project.

Our office continues to serve as s center to ¢ nsolidate
ealls for cows to be bred artificlally, OSome 1100 cows were
bred artificlslly this yar, ‘he radio, nevspaper ind fam
visits vore uged as & means to stimuls'e more laterest in
artificial breeding.

tne grade © wilk producer is carrylng cut s wolghteasday-a-month
record keeping demonstret’ om,

The calfhood vaceinat! n of dairy replacements has been en-
couraged,

wine

be improvene t in qualit, of hogs has been promoted through
8 4~V pig chein, using Fampshires, Fersers vere urged to
sttend nearby reg!stered hog sa es to purchase btreeding stock,

There is cnly one pig parlor feeding operation in the county,
This feeder was nssisted vith his feeding problome,

A1l channels of commmnicet!cn wore used 10 stress grod feeding
and msnagerent practices,




wecin]l sssistance vas rendersd In prepering sod having
published & special folder for use in sdvertising this
fonder calf sele,

oumber of dehornisg, castreting, snd vacelnsting descn-
strations wers enducted, Tiis practice resulted in a
saving of 15 to 420 per head,

number of cow owners were assisted ‘n selecting reglstersd
sires, vo deconstration herds were set up wier the
EoColid, program.

‘ae ear lo 4 of prospective bull buyers vas taken to & bull
sale near “srrenton snd one of our pure red bLreeders pur-
chased a ¥1,000 wall,

11 of our prolucers of heavy grass fat estile were encoursged
to attend an ares seetli g on the outlook for this type of
eattle, ‘nd practically asll of our producers of this type
catile vere present. ‘his was an educeti nal meeting lesign-
od to help them decide on thelr future type of beef produc-
tim, As a result of this mesting, a susber of steer
producers hove ¢ snged to cowsandecslf harda,

he control of footrot by use of penielillin was demonstrate’
on o fev farws,

Our yearling steer producers were urged te sell on the
graded yearling steer seles,

he eontrol of externsl snd intermal parssites vers encoursged
Uirough radlo talks, fare vieits, sad aews articles,

wirying

Nora afficlent production through better !«d:n;. breeding

4

nd oll arcund general sanagesent was siressed, 'o seeomple
ish this, ve had 930 cows oo test 1a 19 herds in the Smyth
JMolon, is comty testing sssoclation wvas sselgted vith
thelr quarterly programa,




111.

Li estock

Al

‘reep

The livestock cormittee in 1955 felt that an improved
method of marketing lasmbe, wvhere they could be sold on
a gra'e besls, should be developed, The lanb producers
in sufficlient cunbers spproved such a plan and elected a
salep cordttes to vork Jith the extensich agents, “his
makes the fourth year of the succesaful opiraticn of our
county pocl, 'n 1959 some 3576 lambe were pooled by 30
rs, Do comty sgent served as manager of this poel,
ﬂ:; are volghed at t'ree county points thoroly reducing
arifs ot addl g ccuvenienee of marketing. Jn sddition
to time saved, 1t is felt thet a saving of 91,00 to 1.9
per head vas made by the lanb producers.

The wool pool cosmdites was sosisted In securing s and
in ghipplug 12,20 pounds of weol for MO growers, The
pool seld for 450,50 per owt net to grower for glear wool,

! sheep sheariig schedule was worked out for one custom
sboarer wio shearesd some 900 sheep, This has helped to
keop sons Oof our shesp growsrs in tusiness,

lash barbecue supper was held for the second year as
weans of getting the lash pool snd wool pool members to-
gether for an educational meeting, OUeorpe Litton, head of
VeFols ‘nimel Mushendry “epertesnt, spoke to this group oo
productice anl managesent protlems,

fou farsors vers assiste! in securing replacement eves
and registered reme, !nformation em oontrel of foot rot
and oo toth external snd intersal aresites vas dlsserinated
snong »ll of our grovers.

Beef ‘nitle

he cocperstive narketing of feeder salves by :rade vas ene-
couranged arong our producers. /| total of 18 farmers marketed
42 oslven through the ‘tingicn fesder calf sele vith grovers
of three other counties., This was the largest numbor of
enlves ver sold cooperstively frow our county,
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