
The following tale needs to be edited for a storyteller, not a reader. 

Fill in the blanks with the evocative (suggesting) description, not the 

limiting (telling) description.  REMEMBER, choose the words that let 

the readers choose the picture in their head, not the writer. 
 

One cold morning the ________ Water-

rat poked his head out of his hole.  He 

had __________ eyes and _______________ 

whiskers, and his tail was like 

________________________.  The little 

ducks were swimming about in the 

pond, looking just like _____________ 

________, and their mother, who was 

__________ with __________ legs, was 

trying to teach them how to stand on 

their heads in the water. 

(Dark grey, old) 

(beady, round) (3-inch-long, proud) 

(a whip, a long piece of black-india rubber) 

(five or six bright yellow canaries, a whirl of yellow) 

(white, pure) (quick, red-striped) 


