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County Situation

The population of Hanover County continues to inerease. The population
is nov estimated at 28,000, Home building sites, especially sub-divisions
are taking some of the good farms,

There has been an increase in the sise of agricultural enterprises. This
has been most noticeable in layers floeks and dairy herds,

Parm families are becoming more concerned vith marketing and managemenmt

As the margin of profit besomes smaller, efficient production is essental.
Farmers realise this and are contimuing to request production information,

Adult Work
Farn & Home Management Program

Mitting a farm program to available resowees is the main problem with
families eooperating vith the program. Farmers experienced a drop in farm
prices this year and need to inerease efficienay to combat lover prices.

Objectives of the program were to teash farmers how to inerease their
income by inereasing their efficiency in production amd marketing.

The program was carried out for the most part Ly meetings and farm visits,

A 3w day farm and home management sshool was held, A séries of meetings
vere held in two communities, with a total of 10 meetings and an attendance of
197. EKeameth Loope, Extemsién Farm Management Specialist, Roie Godsey, Svine

st, and Allan Kates, Weed Specialist, MMuL‘thmm..

Tri-County Bank ecoperated in the two-day sehool. Mr, William Gilbert,
vies-president of the bank, wvas a member of a panel who diseussed farm and

The bank also furnished lumeh for the growp.

Farm visits vas a method used to influence ecoperatars in analysing their
farm business and plan future operations.

A regular sondhly farm and home management news letter was sent to all
cooperators. This comtained job reminders and managemsnt practioces.

Results:

Pour farmers attended the first day of the sshool and five the second.
Budgeting farm crops and livestock were the main topies in wvhich the farmers
participated.

hfmpﬂidnwummm
W, M, Myers, after figuring sosts and probable returns, erected 4 grain

bins and a drier, He has been able to sell corn at 204 per bushel above
market price,




Le A, Stanley sold calves in the Feeder C lf Sale for the firet time.

J. W, Carr erected a bunker silo and filled it with grass and corn silage
to be self-fed.

Harold Hemingway started a cage-layer operation with 2500 tirds,

A. B, Sledd erected a plastic greemhouse to grov ammual plass to inerease
her income.

Wendell Sanderson bought the top-selling bull at the Culpeper ECIA sale.
T. N, Sydnor bought 2 ROP bulls privately to imgrove his herd.

Pollowing is a progress report of the J, D, Isbell, Jr, furmi (This s
also Hanover County's of an important sccomplishment of the Extension
Service and a farm family.

The Joe lsbell family of Roekville commumity enrolled in the Farm & Home
Development Program, April 1956, They have 3} ehildren—2 girls and ome boy,
with ome girl in school, Mr. Isbell is a full-time farmer, vith experience as
& fars manager, and as an operator,

They own a 185 scre furm which in 1956 had 90 acres open land of whieh 26
Most of the land is rolling, predominately eeeil
tion, approximately 150 aeres of eropland was rented on a long-

famdly was completing & new house, Mr, Isbell 414 all
his vife. Some of the lumber used was

wvas approximately $15,000,00 from the (1) sale
.()M and (5) hay, these listed in the
.um.unnu--w-y He nad
He was grinding and mixing feed for laying
hens and hogs, using his own hammer mill and mixing With a showel,

Livestock inventory consisted of J milk cows, 1 tull, 7 steers, 2 heifers,
8 beef cows, 2 sows, and 1600 laying hens.

Bquipment inventory consisted of 2 tractors, combine, baler, rake, mover,
2 dises, harrov, manure loader, spreader, 2 wagons, suger, hammer mill, truek,
plek-up, and pover sav along wvith the small tools.




unty agent advised Mr, Isbell of a purebred Angus herd
& share basis and he nov has 59 cows belonging to Mr,

Mr, Isbell is very interested in doing a good job of management and has
attended the two day Furm and Home Development schools held by the agents, with
- -

the help of Extension specialists.
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Mr, Iabell now has 110 acres of open land 6n his farm, all ir erwanent
pasture, He 15 still renting eropland and doing custom harvesting for others.

The grass incoms for 1958 was approximately $30,000, with approximately
$3,500 net. Approximately $10,000 of this gross was represented by eggs he
bought and sold from his nedghber.

has 59 Angus cows on the farm belonging to Loals Reynolds, 20 steers,
‘ers, and 20 calves belonging to him, He has 2,000 layers and 5 brood

+ Isbell believes he can still do s better job, and is interssted in
records for amalysing to find out his weak and strong points, He takes
ty affuirs ard sttends Extension meetings.

information on the agronomic situation in Hanover County was
to the County Board of Agrioulture, This Board deemed this field of
to sppoint « comdttes of 10 farmers to study the situstion

dons for a it

ty agronosy educstional program.

with the County Agents and John ¥, Shoulders, Extension
revieving the county =itustion the ecmmittee pointed
out the following educational needs:

Methods of weeting needs!

The work was carried out by

1. Two alfalfa demonstrations showing the walue of fertilising aceording
to sodl test, the uwse of chemionl weed control and use of gramular
heptachlor to control weevil. Assistanse was obtained from the Flant
Pood Institute, the Extension Division specialists, the local
fertilizer dealers and the local representative of the Soil Comservation
Service.
Four demonstpations were set up showing the wvalue of & mev variety of
soybean, The Va, Grop lmgrovement Association furnished the seed,
Sever deconstrations were set up showing the value of using the
recoamended analysis md smount of fertiliser according to soil test,
The Flant Food Institute furnished the fertiliser and the Mxtension
Tobaeeo Specialist assisted,
Ope demonstration was conducted showing the value of a nev hybrid
corn wariety,

One community weeting was held wvith the Rxtension Weed Specialist giving
the recommendations for weed control,

One nevepaper article featured soll sampling along with a ploture of the

e




eounty agent shoving a farmer how to take a soil sample.

Resulte:

409 soil samples vere submitted to the sounty agent., Hesults of these
tests were sent to the farmer along vith rescsmendalions for liming amd
fertilising.

There was an increase of 2548 tons of fertili
219 tons of pest-mix fertiliser used, the most of
to comtrol alfalfa weevil.

Vegetables

Situation: ts

The Hanover County Vegetable (rowers Association hqn}onpnun
marketing service in 1958, Its first year's activity was very successful,
Nowever, only approximately 24% of the 150 members sold produce tarough the
Association,

The facility which the cooperative used in 1958 did not meet the needs
of this organisation, It wvas too ssall and was located in a crowded down
town area.

Too few vegetable growers use soil samples to assist in determining the

proper lime and fertilizer needed to produce vegetable arops, Oome producers
also fail to use other moderm production practices.

Heeda:

1. Secure a better merketing facility

2, Inerease the mumber of marketing sgresments between Association
and producers

3. Increase fertilisation snd liming practices bused on scil samples,

4 Incressed use of recommended warieties and practices of inseet,
disease, and weed comtrol

Goals:
ved marketing feeility
of tomatoes packed in recommended contairers
75% of corn packed in recommended conteiners
4« 30 wegetable grovers taking and using results of soil semples
to detarmine fertiliser end lime needs.

Methods of meeting needs:

In meeting the needs, fowrteen meetings were held vith members of the
Vegetable Growers Association, representatives of the Virginia Division of
Markets, and VFI K tension Agricultural Beonomists, At these meetings plans
wvere made to finance the marketing fasility, inerease the mmber of market-
ing agreements, to distribute bulletins on production practioces.

Vegetable committee members acted as distributors of scil sample boxes
and instruction sheets,

Demonstrations on weed and nematode control were held in the vegetable
groving area,

Results:
1. The Hanover County Vegetable Growers Association built its own
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marketing facility,
2. 208 of tomatoes packed in recommended comtainers
3. I;nwmo—hdww"w.—‘odﬂtoww

4 Sixty three soil samples were taken to determine the proper lime
and fertilizer needs.

4=H Glub Work

i=H Club Fesults:

Eighty four Hanover County /=H Club members completed 97 projects and
turned in completed record books to the coumty agent,

The following items were produced:
&, > asres of corn

b. 2§ aeres of vegetables

e, 7,000 trees planted

d. 270 birds

o 1l dairy andsals

f. 5 beef animals

8. 52 svine

he 9 rabbite

1, 2 colonies of bees

J. 3 articles in Pyrm & Home Electrification

One nev commmity club vith s husband and wife team was organised during
1959.

Seven /[~ members received training in livestoek Juwiging.
Fifteen i~ boys received treining as club officers.

All - Club members received trairing in taking soil ssmples. Seven
48 Club members took soil samples of their garden or crop project area.

Three i~ll members exhibited oight animals at the Fat S¢ock Show and Bale,
Seven members exhildted at the State Pair in September,
8,750 trees were planted by club members who did mot turn in reeord

Bighteen (= Club members planted 1/8 acre plots of wildlife seed.
One 4=l boy attended the Short Course at VPI

Two L=l Junior leeders received trainming in (=N camp handicraft and
served as (-H camp leaders,

23 4~ Club boys sttended 4(-ll Camp
3 i Club members attended the A 1l-Star meetings.




Porestry

Forestry Results:

200,000 trees planted

75 acres of forest land improved bty thimming and oulling
200 asres sold according to recommended practices

Bight farmeres inspecting for pine sawfly

13 farmers consigned 157 calves to the Richmond Feeder C,1f Sale, This
is the largest mmber consigned for several years and was brought about by
visiting farmers and urging them to sell ecoperatively.

6 farmers consigned 80 yearlings to the Richmond Yearling Sale, These
farmers vere wall satisfied with the grede and price received,

4 farmers consigned 147 pigs to the fired Richmond pig sale. T, H, ’
& Hanover farmer, wvas elected president of this organisation., MNembers of the
Board of Directors im cooperation with Extension agents conducted the sale.

4 farmers sold (8 fat steers in the Richmond Fat Cqttle Sale.

In all these sales, those consigning learned the valus of quality live-
stock and are imterested in improving their herds by better feeding and pure-
bred sires.

Two hundred calves vaccinated against Bangs disease,

75 calves vaceinated against blackleg.

200 swine vaocinated against cholera.

150 swine and 50 sheep treated for intermal parasites.

3 pure bred cattle sires placed, and 1 herd culled as result of field tripe.
Cooperation With Other Agencies

308:

mmw-w-nnwmnummw

conservationist. Aseertaining eoumty comservation needs, and making land-

use plans are two areas of eccoperation. These agencies also coeperated in
preparing a set of slides on conservation of owr natural resources.

ASC
m‘mm:-w-mmaumucm (1) setting
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up the county nomimating committees, (2) publieising the County ASC program.

A
Cooperation with the FHA has consisted of supplying teshnieal, and furm
sanagement information to families copared by the FHA
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