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Upon crossing the plaza, visitors to the library
approach the building’'s entrance by ascending a
four-feet tall ramp or an associated set of stairs.
The ascent is the transition from the plaza to the
library, bringing the visitor to the level of the Piano
Nobile.

Site Section, view to the East

Site Plan

1. Plaza
2. Entrance Ramp
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At the main entrance, visitors to the library
pass through a massive threshold that is both
inviting and uplifting.

[Opposite) Entrance Elevation

[This Page] Working Model
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“You shouldn’t be forced to put people through the
library. It should be just something in its structure
which says, ‘what a waonderful place to go.””

--Louis Kahn, on the Phillips Exeter Library?®

8. Rommer, Heinz and Sharad Jhaveri. Louis |I. Kahn: Complete [Right] Sketch of Piano Noblie
Work 1935 - 18974 Boston: Birkhauser, 1887. p. 295. from main entrance

[Left) Working Model

331 34 culture






Despite the odd geometry of the plan, the Piano
Nobile space is oriented along an axis perpendicular
to that of the main entrance. Upaon entering the
building massive columns turn the visitors’ attentian
to the left, toward the grand stair to the second
floor, the circulation area, and ultimately the books.
Computer terminals in this space allow quick refer-
ence of the library's catalogue. A secondary
entrance off of Bth Street is opposite the main entry
and a stair down to the assembly level is at the
northern end of the space.
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Piano Nobile Plan
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Entry

Piano Nobile

2nd Floor Stair
Computer Terminals
Circulation

Elevator

Secondary Entrance
Assembly Level Stair






The floor-ta-ceiling height of the Piano [Opposite] Section through Piano
Nobile space is 42 feet. Nobile, View to the West

[This Page] Section through Piano
Nobile, View to the South

37 |1 38 culture



W o |

St .49

A
|

CCEAN ARNNIAAERT ARAEY 20BN ABARY ARANT ARCRY (SREN phNE e

Q’

,)A ; S i
% 3 18
| i
e TR AR _j__ M NN S ]
dll
P = R
1"\ o r L
. sESsEaTES: : | LU
2 7.\&\ i | gl 2
4 i B — 1T - =
. ~ | '
| T~ |
| r—“ ‘ ™~ ~—
«! 8 I I : 1 |
| sk
] i 37 7
a5 g 8 | T i ,'
L [ L .




Sketch of Piano Nobile, from
base of Grand Stair

Working Model
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“Traveling up through a building should be an adven-
ture in climbing.” --Jaan Holt®

The path of ascent through the Piano Nobile
weaves in and out of the building offering visitors
several moments of reconnection with the surround-
ing city. At the second floor this path exits the
building through the utility wall, and a glass-
enclosed stair carries visitors up to the third floor.
While on this stair visitors are closer to the cutdoor

environment of Shaw than the interior of the library.

9. Holt, Jaan. Comments at a student review. 8 February 2007.
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[Left)

[Right]

West Elevation

2nd Floor Plan
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As visitors re-enter the building through the
utility wall at the third floor, the stair to the fourth
floor is immediately to the left. The landing for this
switchback stair pokes through the exterior wall for
a brief glimpse at the neighborhood befare turning
visitors around, sending them back into the library.
The path ends on the fourth floor with a small, glass
enclosed platform, allowing visitors to read and
reflect while surrounded by the sky.
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[Left)

[Right]

3rd Floor Plan

4th Floor Plan
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The Piano Nobile and its ascending path act as
one contiguous space, winding through and around
itself, weaving the library in and out of the surround-
ing city.

Piano Nobile Axonometric
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Sketch of Piano Nobile, from
4th Floor walkway

Working Model
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