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« I don’t think a woman has to

look or act like a man to be
strong,” says Denise Shuster. This
5-foot-5-inch, hazel-eyved blonde
speaks from experience.

A finalist for Homecoming Queen
last year, Shuster has worked her
way up through Virginia Tech's
Corps of Cadets to the rank of Cadet
Colonel. Last year, the Naval ROTC
member became the first woman to
hold the top student rank in the
Corps when she was chosen Regi-
mental Commander.

“I don’t consider myself a devout
feminist, but 1 do believe that, in
many situations, women are equally
qualified for positions as men and
should take advantage of the oppor-
tunities available.” She adds that her
determination to succeed in a lead-
ership capacity coupled with a de-
sire to retain her femininity has
posed a few problems, but that to-
day's women who struggle for bal-
ance between the various facets of
life continue to build a foundation
for those who will follow.

Shuster always has met challenges
head-on. The Falls Church, Va., na-
tive attended George Mason High
School where she was student body
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