


took five hundred (300) strawbervy plants in 1959 - seld over
$200.00 worth of strowberries in 1960.

The Agent is confident thet the educational progrem from
the Agricultural Extension office hes csused the pesple of the
county to teke wore pride in landscaping their heams. iDet of
the new homse that have gone wp in the county hawe been heiped
with landscaps problems by the Coumty Agent and several of the
old established homes hove Lupsoved their property with infor-
mstion obtained through the Agriculturel Emtension program.

The vegetables from homs jardens emd truck pstches were
very high quality this year. The high quality of the vaget-
ables srown in the coumty is partialily duwe to informstion
siven out on insect coutvol, fertilisation and general cere
of the gavden frem the Extension office. Since mining, the
chiaf indetry, in the county hes been slow this year, amsy
of the vegstables grown and fruit heve geme into cane and
fressers for hosm use.

As sroted in the begimning of this summary, the Agent
thinks that the Agricultural imteusion progras has hed o
definite place in improving the stendard of living in
Buchspen County in 1960. Although the ecomony of the
county is primarily dependent om wiming - the Agricult-
urel progrem in the county hae heiped tebacco farmers, gar-
denere, home owners, 4-il club childvea, famuers and part




used all of tha §15,000,00 allgcated to them in 1960. The
Agent con take cvedit for causing st lesst $5,000.00 of this
mney to bs spent on pasture improvesmnt and the seeding of
new pastures and meadgws., A mwber of farmers have estab-
lished good dewpmstrstion plots of alfalfs and orchard
grass.

At lesst omo-half of the Agent's time has been spent
with the six hundred and eighty-uine (689) 4~ club mesbers
in the county, The Agent supervised in the sheence of &
Home Agent in the county - beth boys and girls ian 4-0 elude,
and with the help of fine efficient leaders in the county,
the Agent carried on ome of the mset successf:l Sewiag pro-
Jects that has been comducted in the county. 7he Poultry
project was agein successful in Buchanan County. Meay of
these 4-N club children are now gathering eggs from their
chickens and dempretrating to their meighdors the vaiue of
buying high producing chickens mad taking care of them
poeperly. The 4-H club childven heve fifty (50) good den-
onotrations on growing strawberries this year. The work
on strewberries which the 4-H club childven did in 1959
and 1960 has gotten the people conscious of the posaib-
Llities of growing strewberries. Seversl of these -
club ehildren grew ewouph strawbervies for their hows

we and soue to sall on the lecal maxket. Twe boys whe
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Vi. EENSATION OF INAN'S WO

The tweutisth year's work for the Cousty Agent (o
Buchanan County hasbeen a successful ome. The educet-
ionsl progres fvom V. P. 1. Byporiment Station has been
carried to the 36,000 people in Buchanan Coumty by per-
sonal visits, radio, newspeper, civoular letter, 4-8
clubs, demonstrations and farm msetings.

The Agent has worked closely with all civic and od-
ucational orpanigations in the county. The Agemt is a
senber of the Chamber of Commerce, Mptary Clud and the
lecal church, Ne has had twe prograss in the Notary
Club and the Chasber of Commeee in 1960, In thess pro-
Grams the Agent discussed scue phase ef agriculture in
Buchanen County. The Agent has mads ferty (40) broad-
casts over the local radio station and these broadcasts
ars all pretaining to the agricultural programs in the
county, During these bdroedcasts which are fifteen min-
ute programs oach week, the Agent discusses timely sub-
Jocte that will sppeal the the listemers, The Agent we-
ceives s mmber of requasts for wore infornmtion oo sub-
Jjects aftar thase dlscussiens over the air,

The Agent has cooperatsd cleeely with all other
agriculture agencies operating in the coumty. The ASC
progras which has an office at the coumty seat - has




chicks in order to produce good healthy Laying pullets.

Wost boys end girls carryiag the Poultry pueject ordered
day old pullets, rather than straight vun chicks, The

Agent Les visited these poultry projects only omce during
the year - since he has besn L1l meot of the summer. Ten
(10) or twelve (12) &=l ciud bays and girls have doms o
fine job in rearing their chichkens, and their pullets ave
v preducing egss.

The Agent 4id not got back fyom the hospital and to
working steady until the sonth of Outeber. During the
wnth of October, there has been twenty-seven (27) 4-#
clube orgenised vith appromimstely ome thousand (1000) 4-i
club ssubers. The cntlusiass of 4~ club work is at o
wery high ebb ia the county, and if the Agent is able to
drive on during the year, anether goed year of work is
in the msking.

Because of the onttawiase for 4-8 club work - the
Agent teok the grestest nusber of é-d ciub children te
easp this yesr than has ever been taken from the county.
Bighty-two (82) 4~H club children attended camp from
Buchanan Ceunty in 1960. Beventy-cus (/1) mssbers ac-
tended Junior Camp and eight (8) Senior Cap at the
new 4-il Club Center in Abingden, Virginis and three (3)
msabers attended Short Course st Blacksburg, Virginia.




took Sweet Corn as their project; twenty-three (23) boys
took Gerdening for their preject; thirty-five (33) tomatess,
and fifty-two (52) boys and girls took strewberry preojects.
The Ageat followed the plan of 1959 which was successful.
The Agent ordered the strawberxy plants in one thousand
lots and sold them to the 4-H cludb ssubers. In this way, he
was sble to gat strawberry plants for the 4-H club meubers at
& veduced price. Each msuber taking the strawberry preject
was required to set Out at least two hundred (200) plamts.
The children who took a summer project wos given imstruct-
fons in the 4-H clud groups - shout planting, cultivating
end fertilising their particular project. The Agent had

the Extension Secretary Lo missograph specific iastructions
for the strawberry, tometo and sweet coyn preojocts, snd

these were banded out in the epring to oach 4~H club meaber.
o was aise jiven specific record book to fiil out and
hand back to the leader in the fall of 1960,

The Seers, kosbuck Peultsy, Breeding preject vas carr-
ied in the county again this yesr. The Agent bought hybrid
laying chicks for the 4~ cludb wssbers and thwse wers dei-
fvered to the twelve (12) 4-8 club boys and girls carry-
ing this particular peoject ia esarly May. While ot their
homs - the Agent went over with both parents and the &-i
club child - the necessary steps ia taking cave of the




~ the children pluged tieir plug-ine into am electrical
receptacie and cbeerved whether or mot the wiring wes suce-
essful. The Electric Unit I was givem out to 4~il club mesbers,
and with the help of the leaduss and Ageut, this Unit was cone
ploted. The Llectric project was worked in the 4-8 ciube dur-
ing Jamuary and Febvuaxy, 1939,

Although there was uo Home Agent - a lot of the 4~ clud
leaders were intevested in the S0 You'd Like to Sew preject
for the giris. In eleven (11) of the &0 clubs, the Agent
offered o 4~il clud prise - such as girl's hat or scasf to the
sirl who did the best sewing in msking aproms, skirts, ecarfs,
stuffed coys ox dish cownle. The Agent did ot give this prise
in & 48 club wmless elighty percent of the givls finished their
projects. When the sewing vas completed, the leaders and 4-1
club mesbers hung the aprons and other sewing up in the &-il
club reen and the Emtensicn Secretary or scumous else went
out and judged the sewing. This mskes tweoty (20) years that
the Agent has worked in this coumty, and there was =ove sewing
dons this year tham sy other since the Agent has beem in the
county .

In early Pebruary and Mavch - the 4-i club boys were
asiced to discuss with their perents and decide ou 2 summer
project that they could carry. Thiwty-sight (30) of the boys
chose Brveding and Ssaring Poultry, sevency-thres (73) boys




fizet project taken by the twenty-ome (21) 48 club wes
FPovestry Appreciation. The Agent gave & & club cep,
scarf or swsater a8 & prise in each club to the 4~ clud

msnber who collected and named the grester muber of forest
leaves. The 4 clud leaders like this project and in meny
clubs - one hundred percent of the children coilected leswes,
pressed them and placed thes in & serep book. The Agest and
the leaders took eloven (11) 4~ clube on field tripe imto
the forest and the 4-i club childres were stown how the
soll of the forest is made, how the five damages the forest
and the vesult of worthiess timber growing in the forest. On
these field trige - the boye and girls were asked to ideatify
tress and wove helped in their idestification by the leaders
and the Agent. The Forest Agprecistion pro ect wes coupleted
in early Decesber snd the records cellected by the leaders
and sent to the Agriculturel Emtemsion office. Since o
loms Agent wes yet present in the csunty, the Agen:t Lad
both boys and girle to teke the Klectrie project. Thirty-
five dollars (935.00) worth of wiring, sochets plug-ins
and other electricsl equipment was bought by the Agemt fer
the 4= clube' use. Screw drivers and plyers and knives
wore alse secuved by the Agent and taken to cach club., The
Agent had the boye and giris to fit the plug-ine with the
wize - and wize these to & socket and after this wes done




development work io the county has been negiected. Only
oix (6) families ave in this farwm end bome developasat
progran and esct family hes been visited emly about four
(4) cimse during the year by the Coumty Ageut. In the
spring of 1960 - the Agsut went over farm plaus with each
farm and tome development family and these plane nave beea
carried out veasonsbly well. Twe (2) of the farm and Lome
development children have takem an setive part in &-id club
work, On thesc two farme the childrea have establisned
2004 desonstrations in strawberriss. The octher four (4)
femiiies who depend entirely on the farm for their live-
1ihood heve nede o bare living and have had wery lictie
woney for their families.
@& V. el B W
The Buchanen County Home Agent, s, (achieen smith
left the county in the latter part of June, 1959, A
new lome Agent did not coms to the county wmtil April,
1960, Since the new Home Agent has arvived - she has

not done amy work with the 4~il elub childwen,

In the abeence of a Hows Agent, the County Agent
veorganiged all the 4-H clubs over the county in early
Septesber, 1939 ~ and since there was uo Nome Agent to
work with the giris, be had all the 4-H clud ssubers
to carry pvejects which he could supervise. The
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and other improvesments azound the home which will iuterest
the listensrs. Ten or twelve newspaper articles are writtem
for the weekly county paper each year in which kinds of shrubs
and other informstion are discussed.

When the Agent is driving over the county and sees &
new home golag in - he always stops and discusses with the
homs owmer his landscape problems. lie recommnds that they
0 to the mountaine and gat native shrubs, such as hemlock,
rhododendron, lsurel and dogwoed to landscape their homes.
A lot of new home ownors follow the County Agent's instruct-
ions, comsequently, saving them comsidersble money. The Ag-
ent often draws s landscape plan for the home owner - and the
home owner takes this plan to & mursery amd buys Lis shrubbery,
congoquencly, savin; expense of a landecape pardenor coming
to their homs. The Agent has dome quite a bit of landecaping
in the town of Grundy, and this service is performed for
cthese town people since they are tax payers as well as people
who are building in the countzy. It is believed that this
service of belping people with their lawn and 'wame surround-
ings is ous of the woet apprecisted services which the Agent
doss ia the county.

IV, AR MU BOS ESVELONEND
. Beceuse of the Agent’s illmese during the summer and
the concentration on &~ii club work - the farm and howe




and fruit chis year., The quentity of stowed food cuts
down on the grocary bl of the county. Neny full tise
farmars depend almpet entirely em these stored potatoes
and sweet potetoss, canned and frosen vegetables.

6. lgpsevessa: of Nome sud Lewes 10 £he Coumey

In driving any directiom over Buchansn County frem Grundy,
Visginia « two or three new homes will be godng wp. OFf course
these now home owuers ire interested in establishing good
lowns end landscaping their homs grounds. The County Agent
has belped 80 many people with their lewms in Buchanan County,
that prectically all of these new hous owness turn Lo the Ag~
ricultural Extension office for informetion ou their lawns
and Landscaping probleas.

At least one out of thiree requests coming Lo the Coumty
Agent's office by toleplene is for infommstion sbout the cave
of grase in their Lewn, insect fnjusy and disesse injury to
ooms plant avound the home. The Ageat hes visited memy of the
homs owners and given them suggestions on the ground - sbout
what kind of sead to sow, how te fertilise, kind of fertilise
and bow much to uee and how to agply it in order to get the
best lawn established.

All over Buchanan County the people are becomin; more
conscious ebout besutifying their homs sites. The Agsnt zives
over at least tem of his radio p.ograme a year to landscsping




then to take these bulletine home to thedr parents. The
4~Hi club children who took the garden project were ziven
specific instructions as to the varietics of vegstebies
to plant, apunt and kiod of fertiliser to wee and gen-
eral care of their gardem,

The loca! neweapeper which covers the coumty - carvied
several articles on gardens by the County Agent during the
yoar, The Agent held two (2) garden seetings in the sp-
ring - at wvhich all phases of sardening vere discussed
with the people., Tiw woskly radie program was used to
discuse gerden problems with the pecple im the coumty,
and gome aves outside of the county.

% heewito

There are s definite improvemsnt in the quality and qu-
autity of vagetables grown ia the county this year, Ia 1960,
mpre farmess sold boans and tomatoss to the local mavket and
to the local town people., Bix (6) strawberry farmers sold
four thousand (4000) to five thousand (5000) sallon of strew-
berries in the county, Mpet of these strawberries wewe
o0ld ot the farm, and local markets 4id not get any of these
for resale, A maber of the 4~il club children who took
strauberty projects in 1960 - preduced a quantity of etrew-
berries, but wet of these were wsed by the families. Mmd-
veds of benk cellars have been filled with cammed vegetabies




4 eimesble strawberty industry developed in Duchenan Co-
unty, Although several people are growing etrawberries,
there are not enpugh sirswbesries to supply the leocsl
warket. Seventy-two (72) 4~H club boys and giris teok
stzawberry projects in 1960 - but these scrauberry pro-
Jects with the emception of four (4) or five (5) ave for
homs use.

The apple crop in Buchensn County wes very good this
year, however, ouly & few people sprayed their hese orch-
axrds enough to get clean apples - so that thay ceuld go
on the market. A loc of thess apples have been cammed
and dried for winter use,

B Seals

1.

2.

S Mtinde

ved (700) garden bulietins to the é-H clud childven and asked




Through the aducstionsl program from the Agricult-
ural Extension office, the formers end part time farmers
ave either veccinating their hogs as soon &8 thay buy
them or demsnding that the hogs be veccinated before
they purchase them. The sheep industry has 2ot locreas-
od in 1960.

5. iprmisultuse, Prulte, sl Yeustebles
A Situstien

There are &t least two tiwusand (2000) tome gardens
in Buchsnan County. These gerdens range from very pootr
to excellent. The Buchenen Gowmty soil is exceptionslly
wod for gavdening and when pesple uee any ekill ac all,

& good garden and quamtity of vegstables are growm.
Very few of these vegstables from the gardems are
put on the market, but are used for homs consumption.

Irish potatses, sweet potatees, beans, toumtoes,
cabbage snd other vegecables are conswmd by the family,
and this source of food makes the grocery bill less to
the part time facwes. The irish potatoes and sweet pot-
atoes go into etorage and the beens, tomutoos and other
vegstables have been camaed or put in desp freesers for
winter use. There wers @ quanticy of beane and tometoes
sold to lecal merchants in 1960.

Through the efforts of the Coumty Ageat - theve is




C. imshode
Through private couference with the farmer end part
time farmer on farm plane - the Agent has pointed out to

& nadber of farwers the profits thet can be made from
kooping & fow livestock. The Agent devotes four (4) or
five (3) radio prograus cach year te the advantage of
srowing out calves and selling them a8 yeaxiings.

B Bmuice

The Agent has gotten thuee (3) of the farm and howe

developusnt families to establish mscdows in order tohave
roughage for their livestock over the winter. Through
the County Agent's offorts - & muber of farmors over the
county have improved their pestures by fertilisstion. PFour
(4) sew purebred heifer bulls were brought into the eouaty
in 1960,




cows, Ve have cne farser whe keepe eight (8) or tem (10)
heifer cows sad produces & calf cvop.

The reasou for such fow cattle in Buchsnan County -
is the lack of grasing lend. Asother vesson for so few
stock cattle in Duchanen County is the lack of feed,
bay and grain to caryy thew over the wiater.

Sheep st one Clme mmbered over five thousand (5000)
in Buchensn County. The musber of sheep in Buchanan Co-
unty is @ little less than one thousand (1000) st preseat.
Before tue mine industry begen ia the county during the
thirties - sheep ran in the woodland requiring little
care snd were profitable to the ferwer wio had them.
Since the population has doubled im Buchansn County -
the dogs in the county meke it so uncomfortable for peo-
ple vho heep the sheep, that the industry is at & very
low ebb.

The hog industry in Duchenen County is confined to
a fow hogs in pens to furnish mat to the farmer and

part clme farmex, There ave very few brooder sows ia
the county and these hogs for home [sicening ave bought
from local merkets or off trucks which peddle them to
homes io the county.
b Sesle
L. The goal of the County Agent's progras for




fever, ketosis or othor diseases.
B. Nessits
As stated in the situstiom - the cows in the eouaty
contioue to decline in muber in 1960. As people heve be-

ComD WOTe PrOSpPervus -~ thay buy milk frem the stoves, rather
than to give the cave which 2 cow vequires.

Goe of the resuits which the County Agent has accomp-
lished - is the cosusing of the farmers over the county to
iapzove theisr pesture. At loast tem (M0) or sweive (A2)
of the farmers have established asifalfs oo their fara
for che first time in 1960, Theough the educational pro~
g%em carvied by the Agricultureal Extension office - the
cous in the county have greduslly improved in quaiity. The
Agent has saved the lives of tem (10) or fiftesn (135) cows
by smewering calls when the cows have been down with mdlk
fover.

&  kivmstesh
A pAEwetion

The livesteck industry is & sccondary industry ia our
county. As stated before in this weport ~ coal mining from
the woumtsias is the primery industry.

A fow farmers on the south side of the county heep five
(5), ten (10) or fifcesn (135) cettle in addition to the milk




clesely with the ASC office and the farmers heve signed
for all of the §15,000.00 sliccsted to the county. Prect-
icaily all of this woney has been used by the farmer and
pert tims farwer in sowing new pasture end fertilising

old pastures.

The Agent has casvied on & health program with the
4~i clubs over the county and has reached homes of at
lesst five hundved (300) petrems, pointing out the mec-
essity of children heving adequste milk during the grow-
ing years. The Ageut has visited appromiaately ome iand-
vod and fifey (150) bomse and vhile ot the hows - he hes
discussed with the family the importamce of keeping a fan-
Aly cow. While at the homes.be has aleo given the family
instructions how to feed snd care for the cow or cows.
Bince there is mot s veterisariam in the county - the
Agent has wade o lot of calls to doctor cows for milk




has declined very fast., The declise in muber of cows in

the county contioued in 1960, In 1959, chere was oue seall
dairy wich sbout fiftesn (15) cows - selling wmilk in Grundy.
This daizy has gone out of business and all of the cows in

the county are owned by individual homs cwners or people

vio vrent. There are sca¥eely myoms «w Owne more than
two cows. The milk from these cows is consuned in the
Lowe and & smsll amunt sold te meighbors.

The confining of the cows over the county to pastuve,
hae caused the cov owners to establish better pas:tures and
gtow move hay for the family cow.

The quality of the cow kept in Buchanen County is
reasonsbly good. There ave very fow cows in the coumty
wiich ave grown heve, Most of the cows ame bought ot sales
in Tasewell and Washington counties and Bristol, Virgiaia.
As & wiple - the cows that ave hept ave of milk steck, Jersey
or Guernsey.

There is not near onough enclesed pasture te take care
of the cow populstion in the county - and also mot emough
farmers srowing legume hay ia the county for these cows.
Practically all the cow owners buy their comcentyates end
too mamy of them buy their roughage.

5. feals
L. To belp farmaxs secure & better type of family

o}




profis on their 4l club project. The Agent fesls thet
this 15 one of the best ways to teach the fammer the value
of kseping good laying straia, The commercial grower in
the county with fiftesn hundved (1300) birds is following
W to dote methods in caring for his leying flecks. Ne
bhas three hundred (300) birds in eages and the remainder

of bivds ave in open houwses. This flock of chickens is

netting this pert time farwer sbout $1,000.00 per year,

Although fewer people are keeping back yard flocks, the

weslity 3f tie flocks and the care of them havwe lspreved.
S Belaviss

A Bituesiep

Gntil the past two or theee yoass - the cows of
the farmers and the part tims farmers ran on the outside
and grased along the railvead, highwey and in the opes
wodland. Two years ago Lhere wae pressure brought by
the county suthorities on the farwers and part tlime
farmare to gt their cows off the highweys. Thewe are
ounly two sections in the county where the cows rum out,
getting free graming from the vast company property and
fyvon lond of farmre who hawve sot femced their property.

In 1958, theve were caly twenty-twe bundved (2200)
cows in Buchanan County, but since the peogle have been
equirzed to put thelir cows wp in pasture ~ this mmber




club boys and giris im their breeding and laying projects.
The Agent has ordeved s high grade hybwid strain for thase
&=l club childeen, and & fov farsess over the coumty. Ne

has aleo given the addrusses of hetcheriss to a mmber of
farwers and ssked them to ovder good layiung strain, These
4~il club children have been oncouraged te house, feed and
cave for their chickens properly. The Agent has alse super-
vised closely eight (5) or tem (10) farm flecks over the
county .

The County Ageut's weekly redio pregraa is used te
broadcast laformation om ovdering baby chicks, bwoodiug,
housing and the cave of back yard flocks. The newepeaper
13 also used as a mass mdia to resch tweuty-four (3400)
poople in the county. The Agent has not advised any of the
farmers and part time farmers te grow broilers on the coms-
ercial scale.

% Besuite

The 4-H club boys and girls in eleven (11) commmities
heve grown a high egs laying strain of chickens and ctheir
demmnetrations have caused the farmesrs and part tise farmers
in thei: commmity to know the results of ordering good
baby chicks. Most of these 4~H club children heve brought
their pullets iato laying ia Septesber and through the
muthe that egys heve been high priced, having siown a good




flocks of chickens. The back yasrd fiocks thet do exist in
the county mumber from about twenty-five (23) ce fifty (50)
laying heus. There is cue commscial flock of 1300 laying
bens in the county, The beoiler induwstsy is coufined o
people growing buelilers te put ia their freesers.

Gue conditien thet should be stopped in the county - Ls
the sethod of buying baby chicks. The famers and part time
farmers wait until they need chicks - and then pick thes
up at local stowes, paying little attentiou to their pedigres.
Hany of the chickens are carvied over 48 iayers snd since the
feed otoves are in the business for & profic - cthey do nec
pay particular sttention to buying laying strains. PFourteen

(14) 44 club childven carvied the brvoder and lLaying pre)ect

in the county in 1960, The housing condition of the back
yaxd fiock is very poor. Soms of these flocks stay in houses




A8 stated befiove ~ all of the $15.000 alloted to the
county through the ASC program has besn allocated to var-
ious farwers for soil comservation practices. iuch of
this ssmey and the farmer's share has been spent in im-
proving pastures and seadows. For emssple; twenty (20)
peveant of the fermere in the county signed wp to we
one or move of the ASC practices in 1960 snd in 1939,
fourtesn (14) percent of the farmers participeted and in
1938, ounly sleven (11) perceat of the fammers took part
in the program. This imcrease has uot been accouplisbed
altogether by the County Agent, but his efforts has belped.

TN
A Bisustion

Since homes have been built e0 close together is
the county - the old time ferw flock of chickens have
disappeared. In ovder to kesp chickens from bothering
neighbors, the laying homs must be comnfined to the
back yard, This situstiom hes decreased the mumber of
poultzsy kept in the county. Amother thing thet hae
caused tie muders to decrease - is that in 1960 as in

a fow former years, people in the county have been re-

latively prosperous. When people hawe emough muey to

# to the etore and buy their egge from super merkets,

they are not inclined to be bothered with back yard




structions how to plent, fertilise and cultivase their
ctope. In this way ~ the Agent has wesched at least one

mmdred (100) homss with imstructioms how to grow better
potatoss. In the Agont's vadie progres and local newe-
paper, he has discusse! all phases of incressing the pro-
duction of gardens and truck patches.
b Eeswits

Because of the extremely dry westher in the epring of
1960 - the tobscco farmers did wot plan mowe then fifty (350)
pevesnt of their screags. The bed which the farmere sowed
did net produce enpugh plants for memy of the farmere te pl-
ant their full sllotment. Prectically all of the farmsre
in 1960 used 6~12-13 ferciliser under their tobaceo. Tob-
aceo, although planted very late this yesr, seems Lo have
& high quality. All of the tobacco 19 sow in the barne and
the grading process will begia soon. Through meetings and
tobacco grading dempretrations, the Agen:t belloves that tie
tobacco farmers in the coumty will do & better job ia gred-
ing their tobacco this year. Theve wes not as much aitrate
of seda used on the tobecco this year ss in former years
and it is beliewved that this will cut down om the nicotine
coutents ia the tobacce. 1t is believed as in former years,
Buchanan County burley tobecce will bring the highest price
on the local market.




Agent bas attespted Lo get tobsceo growers €O use more fert-
iliger under tobacce when plenting and not side duess 0
much with nitrate of sode or ammuis nitrate. Two weetiogs
at which tobacco production was diseussed wes leld in the
tobacco sections of the coumty. The Couaty Agent hes dis-
cussed in his veekly radio bwosdcaste the variety of tob-
acce suitsble for the coumty, the best pructices i plamt-
ing and cultivating of tobacco and aleo the fertilisation
of tobasce. The local radio station s situated ia the
county and covers practically every section of the ceunty.

At msetings held ever the county - the County Agent
has discussed vwith the farmers the advantage of growing
improved pastures and isproved moadows. Tiw Agout hee
ssde several persenal visits to farus where alfalfa vas
golng to be seeded, Ne has tahen sauples of soll and od-
vised the farmexs in detail how to sesd the alfalfs fields.
The Agent has worked very clossly with the ASC office and
theough his afforts and the ASC eoffiee - the §13.000 allet-
od to the county has all been sigeed for by the farmers for
90 . comservation practices.

The Agent hes carvied seven hundred (700) 4-8 ciud
childven in the 4-H club progras in the coumty. Ome bund-

ved (100) of these 4-H club bays and givis have taken the
potate project. The Agent have these boys and girls io-




™ Sdows .

The potate end truck cTups in the couaty hove beid about
even over the years. Motatees is u lugertant crop - since
all of the full cioe farmers and moet of Che part time farwers
STow potstoes for home cousumption. The gardens in Buchensn
County are not & good ae thay were & few yoars ago, vhen
wore people were living entively off the land. As stated
bafore - wore and =ove peopic in the county are doponding on
the incoms fron the nines and allied induwetry for their live-
libood. Cousequentiy, our gavrdems and truck patches have
bosu somewhat weglected im 1960 a8 in the past few years.

5. Sesls
1. improve the production and quality of tobecce

At the begimning of 1960 ~ the County Agent sent circular
letters and bulletine to the four bundred (400) tobecce growers,
recoummnding how Lo treat Lheir tobecco beds and also recommsnded
the ensiyses end quanity of fertilise to use under tobeccs. The

Py




sin-tenths scve of -~ or less allotment. Although euly
about $150.000 is brought iato the county fyem the sale
of the tebocce, this incoms meane o lot 0o tha farm fan-
ily. Burley tobacco is the type of tobacco grown in the
couaty .

The cown acreage in the county has steadily declined
over the past ten yesrs. The cause of this decline has
been o greater industrialisetion of the county. In the
last decade - there has been hundreds of small mine oper-
ations opened and all of the able bodied men have been
pulled off the farm and inte the sines. The ouly cowrn that
is grown in the county is growm for home consumption and
used for fatting a few hogs which ave killed for hous use.
Although the corn acreags has decreased - the product per
acre Las Lucreased.

The hay and grass ceepe i the county have also de-
eclined over the past fov years. Fields that were erigin-
ally ia pesture have been allowed to g0 back to the wod-
land. Nany of these steep hill sides should vever heve
boan cleared off in the firet place -~ and the sconony of
the county is enhanced by letting them srow up in tisber,
Mesdows have 2.80 decieased in acreage, but the quality

of the msadows are better ot present, because of the
sotablishing of alfalfs and the fertiligstion of gress




Grase and hay are very scarce in the county, consequent-
iy, there is w0 livestock farming thet farwers do in the
county. Nowever, & lot of the part time farwers kesp oune
or two cows for milk supply for their familics. Thexe are
two or three bhundrod farmere in the county who are too old
to work at the wine indwstry, and these families scrateh out
their cemplete liviang on the farm. A lot of these farmers
sell less than 9300.00 pex year off the farm. Ilbet of these
full cime formers grow & small tobscco agreage and sell their
tobaceo crope each year.

1. QOUNEY QMGANIIATLYS

1. Gounty FPederation of loms
Demoustration Clube.

2. ASC County Coumittes.
3. Buchenen County Fowmestry
Committes.

4. County Beard of Agriculture.

08 PIJECTS

i Ausempey
A jisuesigo

Tobaceo is the ounly mouey cvop that is grewm in

Buchanen County. Oune umdred and seventy (170) scres
allotmsnt is all the tobacco grewn in Buchanen County.
This aliotment is divided smsng four lumdred (400) far-
wers and part time farusve - cach farmer has only




L. IXPE OF AGRICULTURE
Buchanen County is the most spuntainous county Lo che

state of Virginia. The 584 square miles is made wp of mount-
oin ranges and deep narvow valleys.

The econowmy of Buchenan County is dependeni completel) on
the mining induetry. There are over 300 truck mines and ten
(10) large tipple mines in the cownty. The velleys ave full
of homes and these families depend on mining ov allied industry
for their lLivelibeod, but plant gardans and truck patches to
supplemsnt their dood supply. Meet of the 36,000 people in
the county live outside incorpoveted towms. Grundy with a
population of 2500 1s the only imcerporsted town in the county.

Part tise farue sud gordens describe the type of agricule

ture in the county. PFislds that ware in pasture & few years

6go have beeu neglected snd have gone back te wwdiand. -oed-
land covers from 30 to 90 percent of the land ia the couaty.
There 1s & small interest in woodland farming developed in

the lLast few yoars. The caly weoey crop seld from the county
is cobscco. There are 170 scve allotusnts of tobecce in the
county - and this is on farms with sim-tenths or less aliot-
mest per farser. Accovding to the ASC office - thers ave

approximataly $150.000 worth of tobecco sold from the county

each year. R
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